
By John Lynds

In its annual report, The 
Boston Foundation (TBF) 
decided to profile leaders 
of social justice and pub-
lic service from across the 
city. 

One of those remark-
able leaders profiled was 
Gloribel Beatriz Rivas, 
who serves as a legislative 
aide to Rep Adrian Mada-
ro. 

Rivaas was born in El 
Salvador and grew up in 
Eastie after immigrating 
to the United States with 
her family at the age of 
five. As a child, she at-
tended Boston Public 

Schools, graduating from 
Boston Latin School and 
then University of Massa-
chusetts Boston. 

While in high school 
she got her first taste of 
activism after attend-
ing a workshop that Lily 
Huang, Executive Direc-
tor of Jobs With Justice fa-
cilitated on social justice. 

“I saw Lily’s session 
online and I was begin-
ning to get more interest-
ed in social justice,” Rivas 
told TBF. “ had always 
been curious about the 
way that economic injus-
tice impacts us. My par-
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Staff Report

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center has 
been named one of the 
Top Places to Work in 
Massachusetts in the 13th 
annual employee-based 
survey project from The 
Boston Globe. The Top 
Places to Work 2020 is-
sue published online at 
Globe.com/TopPlaces on 
the night of November 19 
and will publish in Globe 
Magazine on November 
22.

Top Places to Work rec-
ognizes the most admired 
workplaces in the state 
voted on by the people 
who know them best—
their employees. The 
survey measures employ-
ee opinions about their 
company’s direction, ex-

ecution, connection, man-
agement, work, pay and 
benefits, and engagement. 
The employers are placed 
into one of four groups: 
small, with 50 to 99 em-
ployees; medium, with 
100 to 249 workers; large, 
with 250 to 999; and larg-
est, with 1,000 or more.

East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center was 
ranked 22 in the largest 
category, with 1,300 staff 
members.

Founded during the Civ-
il Rights Movement, EBN-
HC provides high-quality 
care to all without regard 
to age, race/ethnicity, in-
surance status or ability to 
pay. EBNHC is the largest 
community health center 
in Massachusetts and one 

By John Lynds

Last week, Mayor Mar-
tin J. Walsh and the May-
or’s Office for Immigrant 
Advancement (MOIA) 
hosted We Are Boston 
2020: From Resilience to 
Equity on November 19, 
2020. The annual end-of-
the year reception cele-
brates Boston immigrants 
and their contributions to 
the City. This year’s vir-
tual program focused on 
honoring frontline work-
ers and immigrant-serv-
ing nonprofits for their 
tireless work throughout 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. It also highlighted how 
together we can move to-
wards equity for all resi-
dents. 

The Mayor awarded 
the 2020 “We Are Boston 
Community Champion 
Award” to Rita Lara, Ex-
ecutive Director of Mav-
erick Landing Community 
Services, for her instru-
mental role in the corona-
virus response. 

Lara organized a col-
laborative of East Boston 
organizations to provide 
relief and food to those in 
need, including those who 
do not qualify for any ben-

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Stop & 
Shop teamed up with 
East Boston based Cargo 
Ventures, to sponsor Stop 
& Shop’s annual turkey 
give-away for East Boston 
YMCA families, as well 
as families from the Social 
Centers and the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club. 

For the past several 
years, Eastie Y families 
have been the recipients of 
the generous holiday do-
nation from Stop & Shop 
through the Massachu-
setts-based supermarket 
chain’s Turkey Express 
program. Through the do-
nation from Stop & Shop, 
the Y was able to give out 

over 150 turkeys that will 
feed hundreds of local 
children and their families 
this Thanksgiving.

This year’s event was 
a little different due to 
the COCID-19 pandemic 
and worked on a voucher 
redemption system in or-
der to maintain proper so-
cial distancing and avoid 
crowds. However, the Y’s 
parking lot on Bremen 
Street was still a beehive 
of activity Saturday with 
staff and volunteers bag-
ging Thanksgiving Day 
meals with all the trim-
mings for Eastie families. 

“We know the need for 
families is greater this year 
than ever,” said Eastie Y 
Executive Director Joey 

Gaeta. “We are thankful 
for our partners and com-
munity for making sure 
that we are able to get out 
150 complete meals to the 
community. Partners like 
Stop & Shop and Cargo 
Ventures are really mak-
ing an impact this holiday 
season.”

This holiday season, 
Stop & Shop’s Turkey Ex-
press program will deliver 
more than 21,000 turkeys 
to hunger relief organiza-
tions in Massachusetts, 
New Jersey, New York, 
Connecticut and Rhode 
Island. This decades-old 
donation campaign is larg-
er this year as a result of 

By John Lynds

Based on the recent 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
in East Boston and across 
the city, state and nation, 
the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC) once again con-
vened community leaders, 
elected officials and key 
stakeholders last Thurs-
day during an emergency 
ZOOM meeting to discuss 
the neighborhood’s rising 
cases. 

“We are at a critical 
juncture in the pandemic 

and need all hands on deck 
to stop the spread in East 
Boston while ensuring the 
medical and non-medi-
cal needs of our residents 
can be met,” said EBNHC 
President and CEO Man-
ny Lopes. 

The meeting includ-
ed Lopes, Mayor Martin 
Walsh, Rep. Adrian Mada-
ro and the BPHC’s Rita 
Nieves and Dan Dooley. 

“I am so grateful to be 
part of this group,” said 
Lopes at the meeting. 

City, EBNHC, BPHC hold ‘all hands on 
deck’ meeting to discuss COVID in Eastie

Emergency ZOOM

The Boston Globe names 
EBNHC a top place to work

East Boston YMCA holds annual turkey 
give-away with Stop & Shop, Cargo Ventures

Mayor awards 
Community
Champion 
Award to 
Rita Lara

Gloribel Rivas recognized by the Boston Foundation

See ZOOM Page 5

EBNHC President and CEO Manny Lopes.

See EBNHC Page 3

The Mayor awarded the 
2020 “We Are Boston Com-
munity Champion Award” 
to Rita Lara, Executive Di-
rector of Maverick Landing 
Community Services, for 
her instrumental role in the 
coronavirus response. 

See LARA Page 3

See YMCA Page 6

Legislative Aide Gloribel 
Beatriz Rivas was featured 
in The Boston Foundation’s 
annual report celebrating 
those working for social 
justice. 

East Boston YMCA staff and volunteers pose with the 150-plus meals they handed out 
Saturday to Eastie families with the help of Stop & Shop and Cargo Ventures. 
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By John Lynds

At its monthly meeting 
earlier this month the Har-
bor View Neighborhood 
Association (HVNA) vot-
ed on three development 
projects. 

The first project at 85-
86 Horace St, the group 
voted 34 to 14 in favor of 
owners Adam and Deana 
Fetherson’s plan to sub-
divide the existing parcel 
at 87 Horace into two lots 

and erect a single-family 
house. 

According to the cou-
ple’s attorney, Jeff Drago, 
the ground floor will have 
a one car garage, patio, 
storage and mechanicals; 
the 2nd floor will be a 
kitchen, dining room, rear 
deck, and half bath; and 
the 3rd floor will be three 
bedrooms and two full 
bathrooms. 

The Fethersons plan 
to live in the newly con-

structed home to accom-
modate their growing 
family. 

The group then vot-
ed 28-20 in favor of the 
project at 95-97 Horace 
St. There, owner/devel-
oper Joseph Trichilo plans 
to subdivide the existing 
5,000 sq. ft. parcel and 
build a two unit condo 
building with two parking 
spaces. 

According to Trichilo’s 
attorney, Richard Lynds, 
all units will be two bed-
room, two bathroom units. 

Lynds said Trichilo has 
scaled down the project 
from four units with six 
parking spaces to the two 
units. 

Abutters at the meet-
ing commended Trichilo 
and Lynds for addressing 
the concerns of neigh-
bors by reducing the size 
and scope of the project. 
Lynds said the change was 
in response to a desire to 
see more green space and 
improve the buffering 
between the project and 
neighbors. 

“We may be able to ex-
tend the green area a bit 
more,” said Lynds. 

In the last presentation 
of the evening HVNA 
members voted -21 
against the project at 95-
97 Addison St. 

Owners Nick Earls and 
Eric DiNicola proposed 
to demolish the existing 
home and build a 10 units 

condo building with 10 
parking spaces on a  6,000 
sq. ft. lot. 

Attorney for the DiNi-
colas, Mike Ross, said 
the project is within the 
McClellan Economic De-
velopment Area, which 
makes the project tricky 
from a zoning standpoint. 
Addison Street is not 
zoned for residential units 
but is for Executive Suites.  

Ross said the owners 
started by proposing 12 
units but reduced the num-
ber of units to 10. 

However, HVNA mem-
bers--given all the recent 
development on Addison 
Street, were not thrilled by 
the idea of tearing down 
a small residential home 
and building 10 units. 

While Ross said his cli-
ents have over 20 letters 
of support from abutters 
within 300 feet of the 
project one abutter at the 
meeting said he was an 
abutter and did not sup-
port the proposal. 
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Wednesday, December 2
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

PLAN: East Boston

Inner Harbor Designated Port 
Area Information Session

Event Description
Please join us for an information session about the East Boston Inner Harbor Designated Port Area 
(DPA). Based upon a request from the City of Boston, the Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone 
Management (CZM) plans to conduct a review of properties located in the East Boston Inner Harbor DPA 
boundary to determine whether or not they meet the state’s requirements for inclusion in the area. This 
determination will shape future land use and development scenarios in the East Boston Inner Harbor 
waterfront. Participants will learn more about how the boundary review process will work, and how it is 
related to PLAN: East Boston. 

The event will be hosted in both English and Spanish. 

For more information about PLAN: East Boston, please visit the project website at bit.ly/PlanEastBoston

Virtual Information Session 

Contact:
Kristina Ricco
Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor Boston, MA 02201
617.918.4238 | kristina.ricco@boston.gov

Zoom Link: bit.ly/EB-DPA 
Toll Free: (833) 568 - 8864 
Meeting ID: 161 528 2318

By John Lynds

Labor Day weekend in 
2015 marked the end of 
the summer, and teens all 
over East Boston spent 
their last days of freedom 
hanging out with friends 
before school started that 
Tuesday.

Tragically, 15-year-old 
Wilson Martinez would 
never make it to school to 
start his sophomore year at 
East Boston High School.

The morning before 
school was to start Marti-
nez’s body was found by 
a dog walker along the 
shoreline near the skating 
rink. He had been beat-
en and stabbed numerous 
times.

However, Martinez’s 
murder that year was only 
the tip of the iceberg, and 
the beginning of a string 
of murders of teens in 
the neighborhood that 
spanned over a year and 
shook the neighborhood 
to its core.

Two weeks after Mar-
tinez was killed, Irvin 
Depazm, 15, was fatally 
stabbed on Trenton Street. 
Then on Jan. 10, Chris-
tofer Perez-De la Cruz be-
came the third teenager to 
be murdered in Eastie after 

he was shot and stabbed to 
death near 144 Falcon St. 
Then a fourth muder of an 
Eastie teen, Blanca Lainez 
in June 2016 followed, 
and then Luis Fernando 
Orellana Ruano who was 
stabbed to death at East 
Boston Stadium on Christ-
mas Eve 2016.

In 2018 a voilent MS-13 
member, Edwin Gonzalez, 
was sentenced in feder-
al court in Boston to life 
in prison for racketeering 
conspiracy involving the 
murder of Martinez and 
Perez-De la Cruz but his 
lawyers recently appealed 
the conviction. 

However, last week a 
federal appeals court up-
held the life-without-pa-
role sentence imposed on 
Gonzalez for his role in 
the two murders. 

In a 30-page decision 
last Tuesday, Circuit 
Judge Bruce Selya for the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the First District in Boston 
rejected Gonzalez’s ap-
peal. of his life sentence. 
Gonzalez’s lawyers tried 
to argue that more lenien-
cy should be applied to the 
sentence because Gonza-
lez was only 20 at the time 
of the murders. 

However, in his ruling 

Selya wrote, “The district 
court concluded that the 
grisly nature of the facts 
in this case warranted a 
life-without-parole sen-
tence. Seen in the lurid 
light of the totality of the 
circumstances, we con-
clude that the district court 
acted within the ambit of 
its discretion by imposing 
a life-without-parole sen-
tence.”

Gonzalez, a Salvadoran 
national, was sentenced 
by U.S. District Court 
Judge F. Dennis Saylor 
IV in 2018 after a multi-
week trial. Gonzalez was 
convicted by a federal jury 
of conspiracy to conduct 
enterprise affairs through 
a pattern of racketeering 
activity, more common-
ly referred to as RICO or 
racketeering conspiracy. 
In addition, the jury found 
that Gonzalez’s racketeer-
ing activity on behalf of 
MS-13 included his par-
ticipation in the Sept. 7, 
2015 murder of Martinez 
and the Jan. 10, 2016 mur-
der of Perez-De la Cruz.

According to prosecu-
tors, Gonzalez and three 
others lured Martinez in 
a “catfishing” scheme and 
then brutally killed him at 
the beach.

Gonzalez and other 
defendants targeted the 
victim in the catfishing 
scheme by using a fake 
Facebook account to trick 
the victim into thinking 
he was talking to a girl. 
In reality, the Facebook 
account was being con-
trolled by Gonzalez and 
other MS-13 members to 
lure suspected rivals so 
that the gang could mur-
der them.

On the day of the mur-
der, one of the other MS-
13 members picked up 
Martinez on a scooter 
pretending to be a friend 
of the girl that Martinez 
was planning to meet for 
a date. Martinez was driv-
en to Constitution Beach 
where Gonzalez and the 
other MS-13 members 
were waiting to kill him.

Gonzalez and the three 
other MS-13 members 
took turns attacking and 
stabbing the victim. Gon-
zalez and the others left 
the victim bleeding to 
death with approximate-
ly 33 sharp force injuries 
and numerous blunt force 
injuries where the assail-
ants had punched, kicked, 
and struck the victim with 
rocks.

Following the murder 

Gonzalez and two others 
were promoted to “home-
boy,” or full members of 
MS-13, as a reward for 
their participation in the 
murder.

Then on Jan. 10, 2016 
Gonzalez and three other 
MS-13 members lured Pe-
rez-De la Cruz using the 
same ruse that was used 
on Martinez. Gonzalez 
and the others contacted 
the victim through social 
media and asked to meet 
on Falcon Street. Again, 
convinced that the victim 
was a gang rival, Gon-
zalez and others targeted 
him by pretending to be 
a girl on Facebook. Gon-
zalez then went to pick 
up the victim, pretending 
to be a relative of the girl 
that the victim was sup-
posed to meet for a date. 
When Gonzalez arrived 
with the victim in Eastie, 
the MS-13 members at-
tacked the victim. Three 
of the MS-13 members, 
including Gonzalez, were 
armed with large knives 
and stabbed the victim re-
peatedly, while the fourth 
MS-13 member fired mul-
tiple gunshots into the 
victim. Gonzalez and the 
other MS-13 members 
then ran away, leaving the 

teenager bleeding to death 
on a public street. The 
victim had approximate-
ly 48 sharp force injuries, 
multiple gunshot wounds, 
and multiple blunt force 
injuries.

One of the murder-
ers was captured on tape 
stating that the “the dude 
[victim] was left com-
pletely destroyed” and 
“Sangriento [Gonzalez] 
whacked the guy’s hands 
with a machete.”  The day 
after the murder, Gonzalez 
himself was captured on 
tape admitting to the mur-
der and discussing further 
violence against potential 
rivals, stating, “we’re go-
ing to leave all of them 
chopped in pieces.”

The other three MS-13 
members who committed 
the January 2016 murder 
with Gonzalez—Edwin 
Diaz, Jairo Perez, and 
Rigoberto Mejia were 
also charged in connection 
with this investigation and 
pleaded guilty before tri-
al.  Diaz and Perez were 
each sentenced to 35 years 
in prison, while Mejia re-
ceived 27.5 years in prison

Judge upholds conviction of MS-13 member for the murder of two teens in Eastie

HVNA votes on three projects at November meeting

In accordance with 
Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 87, the Bos-
ton Parks and Recreation 
Department will hold a 
virtual public hearing on 
Thursday, December 3, 
at 10 a.m. on a request to 
remove two public shade 
trees at 202 Maverick 
Street in East Boston.  

 The request is for the 
removal of one linden tree 
measuring 12 inches dbh 
(diameter at breast height) 
and one pear tree measur-
ing 28 inches dbh adjacent 
to a construction project at 
202 Maverick Street.

 The hearing will be 
held by the City of Bos-
ton’s Tree Warden (or 
designee).  Please note 
that due to the current 
pandemic the hearing will 
be a virtual meeting via 
ZOOM.  Written com-
ments or questions may 
be submitted to parks@
boston.gov prior to the 

hearing.  The information 
for the ZOOM hearing is 
as follows:

 To participate by com-
puter: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/84208871844

 To participate by 
phone: (301) 715-8592

Webinar ID: 842 0887 
1844

 Public testimony will 
be taken, or may be pro-
vided prior to the hear-
ing in writing to the Tree 
Warden, Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department, 
1010 Massachusetts Av-
enue, 3rd floor, Roxbury, 
MA 02118 or by emailing 
parks@boston.gov with 
“East Boston Tree Hear-
ing” in the subject line. 

 A final decision regard-
ing the request will be 
made within two weeks 
of the hearing.  For fur-
ther information, please 
contact the Tree Warden at 
(617) 635-7275.

Parks Department announces East 
Boston virtual tree removal hearing

Gov. Charlie Baker has 
nominated Associate Jus-
tice for the Boston Munic-
ipal Court, Serge Georges, 
to serve as an Associate 
Justice on the Supreme Ju-
dicial Court.

“Judge Georges has 
served on the Boston Mu-
nicipal Court with great 
distinction and treats all 
those that come before 
him with dignity and re-
spect,” said Gov. Bak-
er. “His unique voice and 
real world experiences will 
improve the quality of dis-
cussion and debate on the 
Commonwealth’s highest 
court and I am pleased to 
nominate him.”

The Supreme Judicial 
Court is the Common-
wealth’s highest appellate 
court, consisting of the 
Chief Justice and six As-
sociate Justices. The seven 
Justices hear appeals on 
a broad range of criminal 
and civil cases from Sep-
tember through May and 
issue written opinions that 
are posted online.

Judge Serge Georges 
serves as an Associate Jus-
tice of the Boston Munic-
ipal Court. He had a suc-
cessful and diverse career 
as an experienced litigator 
prior to his appointment to 
the bench in 2013 by Gov. 
Deval Patrick. Directly 
prior to his appointment, 

he managed his own suc-
cessful solo practice con-
centrating in commercial 
and business litigation, 
criminal defense, and mat-
ters involving professional 
licensure and liability. He 
represented businesses and 
individuals in a wide range 
of civil disputes including 
breach of contract, fiducia-
ry duty suits, employment 
matters, housing litigation 
and personal injury cases. 
In private practice, he also 
defended criminal cases, 
including motor vehicle of-
fenses and violent and drug 
related charges. Prior to 
establishing his solo prac-
tice, Georges was a part-
ner at Barron & Stadfeld, 
P.C., the Managing Direc-
tor for Major, Lindsey & 
Africa, LLC, and an asso-
ciate at both Todd & Weld 
and Rackemann, Sawyer 
& Brewster. He served on 
multiple boards during his 
legal career, including the 
Board of Governors of the 
Massachusetts Academy of 
Trial Lawyers, and he was 
the President of the Mas-
sachusetts Black Lawyers 
Association in 2013.

In his role as Associ-
ate Justice of the Boston 
Municipal Court, over the 
last seven years, he has 
had jurisdiction over both 
criminal and civil matters, 
including housing matters, 

mental health hearings, re-
straining orders and small 
claims and civil litigation 
cases. Judge Georges sits 
in the Dorchester Divi-
sion of the Boston Mu-
nicipal Court, one of the 
most active and busiest 
urban courts in the Com-
monwealth. From 2014 to 
2018, Judge Georges pre-
sided over the Dorchester 
Drug Court. The Dorches-
ter Drug Court is a multidi-
visional team working with 
community providers, rep-
resentatives from Suffolk 
Lawyers for Justice and 
the Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s Office to offer 
treatment options to those 
whose addictions have led 
them into the criminal jus-
tice system.

Judge Georges gradu-
ated from Boston College 
in 1992, and from Suffolk 
University Law School in 
1996, where he has served 
as an adjunct professor for 
the past twenty years. At 
Suffolk Law he teaches 
courses in Professional Re-
sponsibility, Evidence and 
Trial Advocacy. He also 
teaches Trial Advocacy at 
UMass Law School. He 
attended Boston College 
High School and current-
ly serves as vice-chair of 
the Board of Trustees for 
BC High, and remains in-
volved with the school. 

Baker nominates Judge Serge Georges Jr. to SJC

In January of this year, BC High awarded Judge Georges The 
James E Cotter ’55 Courage Award. This award is presented to a 
member of the BC High Community in recognition of courage in the 
face of adversity, tenacious spirit and force of will. He grew up in 
Kane Square, in Dorchester, and currently resides in Randolph with 
his wife Michelle and his two daughters, Olivia and Samantha.
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ents are union members; 
they are janitors in Boston. 
They work in skyscrapers 
in the city. I grew up poor 
and I knew the impact that 
had on me—especially at 
a place like Boston Latin 
School, where so many of 
my peers had parents who 
could enroll them in very 
expensive tutoring to help 
them with their classes...
We were just high school 
students, but I started real-
izing how much is stacked 
up against poor kids, espe-
cially in the public school 
system, so I became more 
interested in learning about 
income inequality and ra-
cial justice, based on these 
incredible discrepancies 
between the resources that 
were available to me and 
the resources that were 
available to my peers...
So, when I saw that Lily 
was hosting this work-
shop on social justice, I 
became really excited. It 
turns out that she creates a 
space for so many young 
people to be involved and 
she gives us all a voice.  
Her workshop was one of 
the first times that I was 
really moved to look at 
social justice issues relat-
ed to my community and 
the communities around 
me. That was a transfor-
mative moment, because I 
began to realize how a lot 
of history and social pow-
er structures had sort of 
caused the outcomes that 
a lot of us experience.”

Throughout college, 
she was an active and 
dedicated volunteer at 
the East Boston branch 
of City Life/Vida Urba-
na, a non-profit dedicated 
to helping people stay in 
their homes in the face of 
eviction or foreclosure.

“At City Life, I became 
involved in housing jus-
tice work, and after my 
internship, I stayed on 
and I continued to volun-
teer throughout my time 
in college,” she told TBF. 
“City Life did a lot of 
work in conjunction with 
Jobs With Justice and so I 
continued to do work with 
JWJ. I remember during 

my internship when my 
supervisor said that we 
were going to go to a pro-
test against poor labor re-
lations at McCormick and 
Schmick at Faneuil Hall.”  

Rivas also worked as a 
volunteer on the campaign 
of Boston City Councilor 
Lydia Edwards.

After graduating from 
college, she worked as a 
paralegal at FitzGerald 
Law Company, an immi-
gration, personal injury, 
and criminal defense firm 
in Boston, where she was 
responsible for processing 
immigration cases, allow-
ing her to gain a thorough 
understanding of the im-
migration process. Rivas 
is also a member of the 
Boston SPARK Council, 
Mayor Martin Walsh’s 
millennial advisory group.

In 2018, Rivas was 
hired by Rep. Madaro so 
serve as his legislative 
aide 

“It’s been very chal-
lenging with the pandem-
ic,” Rivas told TBF of 
her recent work with Rep. 
Madaro. “I do a mix of 
things, such as constituent 
services, which includes 
helping people access un-
employment benefits, for 
example. I serve as a liai-
son between the Depart-
ment of Unemployment 
Assistance and residents 
and ensure things are 
working properly. I also 
work with people who 
need housing and people 

who need assistance with 
issues related to the RMV. 
Then I also help with so-
cial media and commu-
nications, ensuring that 
information about our 
work is getting out to the 
community. For the first 
time, we’ve been able to 
provide information in 
Spanish, which I feel re-
ally good about, because 
more than 50 percent of 
East Boston’s residents 
are Latinx and many only 
speak Spanish. Then, there 
is budget work—trying to 
get things in the budget. 
It’s a challenging job, but 
it’s definitely rewarding. 
And I like working for 
Rep. Madaro who rep-
resents my home town of 
East Boston. I attend a lot 
of community meetings 
to ensure our office stays 
abreast of the communi-
ty’s concerns and I also 
provide input on policy.”

You can read Rivas’s 
full interview with TBF at 
https://www.tbf.org/news-
and-insights/reports/2020/
november/2020-annu-
a l - repor t /g lor ibe l - r i -
vas-transcript. 

Congratulations to Glo-
ribel Beatriz Rivas, my 
all-star legislative aide, on 
this well-deserved recog-
nition,” said Rep. Madaro. 
“I am fortunate to work 
with someone so commit-
ted to social justice and 
public service, and our 
entire community is ex-
tremely proud of you.”

A short story 
about a motorcycle. 
And a sudden turn. 

When she was a young college student, Elisabeth
Marra had a serious motorcycle accident that
ultimately changed her life. Two years after the crash,
her painful open fractures had failed to heal. Then
she heard about a new and complex surgery
pioneered by a surgeon who used a patient’s own
stem cells to concentrate the healing process. This
time, her surgery and subsequent therapy were
successful. 

Elisabeth’s experience caused her to re-direct her
own career aspirations. Inspired by the medical
professionals who helped her reclaim her active
lifestyle, she changed her major to study physical
therapy—a profession where her own experience
could help other patients prevail through difficult
recoveries.

We tell Elisabeth Marra’s story here to illustrate two
of the most profound messages we know. Don’t give
up, and remember to give back. If reading it inspires
just one more person to achieve something special,
then its telling here has been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating Human Healing
orthoinfo.org
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Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

Fight the Flu
The flu vaccine is vitally 

important this year!
Protect yourself and your family. Our buildings 
are clean and safe. Patients and 
non-patients are welcome.
To register, call 617-568-4401. 
For children 18 and younger 
and their families, call: 
617-568-4477.

www.ebnhc.org/flushot

of the largest in the na-
tion, now serving nearly 
120,000 patients and car-
ing for almost every child 
living in East Boston. The 
South End Community 
Health Center (SECHC) 
became a part of EBN-
HC on July 1, 2020, thus 
unifying the two health 
centers in providing com-
prehensive healthcare ser-
vices including pediatrics 
to diverse Boston-area 
communities.

 “East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
strives to be an employ-
er of choice and we take 
pride in being recognized 
for the sixth time by the 
Boston Globe,” said Man-
ny Lopes, President and 
CEO of EBNHC. “We 
are proud to be one of the 
largest employers in our 
local community, provid-
ing a great environment 
for our staff to flourish in 
and helping drive the local 

economy. We are grateful 
to our employees for their 
passion and commitment 
to serving our communi-
ties, especially this year.” 

 “This was a particu-
larly challenging year to 
be a great place to work, 
and the companies that 
made our list went above 
and beyond to keep their 
employees safe, engaged, 
and cared for,” said Ka-
tie Johnston, the Globe’s 
Top Places to Work editor. 
“From offering help with 
childcare to making the 
workplace more equitable 
to holding virtual talent 
shows, these employers 
showed that the best get 
better in crisis.”

The rankings in Top 
Places to Work are based 
on confidential survey 
information collected 
by Energage (formerly 
WorkplaceDynamics), 
an independent company 
specializing in employee 

engagement and retention, 
from more than 80,000 
individuals at 285 Mas-
sachusetts organizations. 
The winners share a few 
key traits, including offer-
ing progressive benefits, 
giving their employees a 
voice, and encouraging 
them to have some fun 
while they’re at it.

Top Places to Work on-
line extras include sortable 
rankings and features such 
as showcasing companies 
that are going the extra 
mile to make their work-
places more equitable and 
to help employees con-
nect with one another, and 
their communities, during 
the pandemic. All can be 
found at Globe.com/Top-
Places. Readers can fol-
low the news on Twitter at 
#workboston.

For more information 
about EBNHC’s employ-
ment opportunities, please 
visit careers.ebnhc.org.

efits. 
“I’m really deeply hon-

ored to receive this Com-
munity Champion Award 
from the City of Boston 
especially during this mo-
ment in time,” said Lara. 
“I want to thank the Of-
fice for Immigrant Ad-
vancement for its tireless 
work amplifying the voice 
and representation for the 
immigrant community, 
which is one of our most 
vulnerable communities 
right now. There’s been so 
much work to do and the 
MOIA has done it with 
steadfast commitment 
and deep integrity. I also 
want to thank the Office of 
Food Access in the City of 
Boston. They’ve done an 
amazing job in increasing 
access to food for immi-
grants and for other people 
in need. We’re struggling 
in ways that we have not 
seen before this moment 

in time. We’ve put com-
munity interests over any-
thing else and we need to 
continue to do that. I’m re-
ally deeply grateful to all 
the people who give their 
heart and soul to creating 
a more socially and eco-
nomically and racially just 
community, especially for 
immigrants, they are our 
bedrock.”

Mayor Walsh said this 
year, due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the city and its 
residents have been tested 
in every way imaginable. 

“Our immigrant friends 
and neighbors have played 
a vital role in our response 
to the COVID-19 crisis, 
here in Boston and all 
across the United States,” 
said Walsh. “But I’ve al-
ways said that a city shows 
its true colors during the 
hard times. We’ve got a 
long road ahead of us, 
we’re going to keep sup-

porting one another, and 
we’re going to keep fight-
ing to protect the wellbe-
ing, the rights, and the dig-
nity of everyone who calls 
our City home.”

Before the reception 
MOIA hosted workshops 
with corporate sponsors 
and community partners 
exploring the roots of sys-
temic racism and ways to 
build inclusive cultures in 
the workplace and every-
day life. 

“Our work to root out 
systemic racism and ele-
vate the power and agency 
of residents, workers and 
families who have been 
excluded from the City’s 
prosperity begins with 
each of us,” said Chief of 
Equity Dr. Karilyn Crock-
ett, the keynote speaker 
for the reception. “Oppor-
tunities to learn together, 
to strategize, organize and 
advocate is the bedrock of 

a just democracy.”
Thirty-three corpo-

rate sponsors funded this 
year’s We Are Boston. 
Their donations totaling 
more than $159,000 will 
go towards capacity-build-
ing for immigrant-serving 
nonprofits. 

“Thank you to the May-
or and my colleagues at 
City Hall for prioritizing 
our immigrant communi-
ties,” said MOIA’s Direc-
tor Yusufi Vali. “Thank 
you to our nonprofits for 
helping families survive 
this pandemic, to our 
sponsors and those who 
bought tickets for your 
heart and generosity, and 
to our immigrant resi-
dents for keeping Boston 
diverse and making it this 
wonderful City that we 
love.”

Lara // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rivas // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

As Americans head to 
the grocery store to pur-
chase their Thanksgiv-
ing turkeys, U.S. PIRG 
has released its first 
ever “Talking Turkey” 
guide to purchasing tur-
keys raised without over-
using antibiotics. Turkey 
producers use more medi-
cally important antibiotics 
per pound of meat pro-
duced than any other sec-
tor of the meat industry, 
and studies have shown 
that routine use of antibi-
otics in meat production 
can lead to an increase in 
antibiotic-resistant “su-
perbugs.” 

 “Because of the coro-
navirus pandemic, this 
holiday season might look 
and feel different, but one 
thing will remain the same 
-- Americans will eat tur-
keys for Thanksgiving,” 
said Sydney Riess, U.S. 
PIRG’s public health cam-
paigns associate. “Con-
sumers can drive change 
and protect public health 
by buying turkeys raised 
without overusing antibi-
otics.” 

 Our researchers found 
that it’s often difficult to 

find a turkey producer’s 
antibiotics use informa-
tion on corporate websites 
-- and if any information 
is there, it’s often ambig-
uous or misleading. Shop-
pers can use U.S. PIRG’s 
“Talking Turkey” guide, 
which is based on public 
information about each 
brand’s antibiotic use that 
a consumer could easi-
ly access on that brand’s 
website. Using that infor-
mation, we split the com-
panies into three catego-
ries: 

Green category: These 
companies have publicly 
available information on 
their websites saying that 
they prohibit the use of all 
antibiotics or the routine 
use of medically import-
ant antibiotics in all of the 
whole turkeys that they 
sell. Routine use refers to 
antibiotic use in otherwise 
healthy animals to prevent 
disease.

Yellow category: These 
companies may offer lines 
of whole turkeys raised 
without

antibiotics, or without 
the routine use of medi-
cally important antibiot-

ics. However, check your 
label! That policy doesn’t 
necessarily apply to all 
whole turkeys sold by the 
brand, based on their web-
sites.

 Red category: These 
companies have no or 
limited information about 
antibiotic use in whole 
turkeys on their websites, 
and what is available sug-
gests that they continue to 
use medically important 
antibiotics routinely to 
prevent disease in other-
wise healthy animals.

Overusing antibiotics 
to produce meat is one of 
the foremost contributors 
to antibiotic resistance, 
a public health issue that 
claims the lives of at least 
35,000 Americans every 
year. If we continue to 
overuse these medicines, 
those numbers could sky-
rocket. If antibiotics lose 
their effectiveness, we’ll 
turn the clock back on 
modern medicine, making 
common infections, sim-
ple surgeries and childbirth 
much more dangerous -- 
even life-threatening.

Guide to buying turkey raised without overusing antibiotics



Page 4 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Tuesday, November 24, 2020

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit en-
gagement, wedding and birth announcements, 
news releases, business and education briefs, 

sports stories and photos for publication. Items 
should be forwarded to our offices at 385 Broad-
way, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed 
to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com
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Thanksgiving 2020; home, but not alone

Guest Op-ed

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving is a uniquely American holiday, trac-
ing its roots back almost 400 years to the Pilgrims, long 
before there was even a thought of a United States of 
America. 

Thanksgiving is the ultimate family-centered holi-
day. It has no religious meaning, no national-celebra-
tion connotations, and no required gift-giving. It lacks 
the commercialism, religiosity, solemnity, and political 
overtones of all of our other national observances.

It is the only day on the calendar when we have no 
obligation other than to spend the day with those who 
mean the most to us. It asks nothing more from each 
of us (other than for the person who is doing all the 
cooking!) beyond just showing up and enjoying the 
company of our family and friends and then having a 
great meal.

Even amidst this time of a raging pandemic in our 
country, we all can agree that Thanksgiving makes us 
aware of what we have to be thankful for. Despite our 
present trials and tribulations, Americans are remark-
ably fortunate to be where we are. Thanksgiving is a 
national celebration that serves to remind us how bless-
ed we are at a time when circumstances are so cruel 
for so many others in a world in which there are more 
refugees than at any time since the end of World War II.

Thanksgiving serves as a rare day for relaxation, re-
flection, and inevitably -- at least for some of us -- a 
post-dinner nap or early night of sleep. In a time when 
so many of us are connected 24/7 to some instrument 
of communication, it truly is a relief to have a day when 
we can just shut it all off.

We wish all of our readers a happy -- and restful -- 
Thanksgiving.

ENJOY THE 
HOLIDAY SAFELY 

We would be remiss if we did not remind our readers 
to enjoy the holiday weekend, but to do so safely.

The pandemic is spreading like widlfire across our 
nation, shattering previous records of infection on a 
daily basis and requiring all of us to take every pre-
caution to ensure that we do not spread the coronavirus 
among our friends and family members.

The virus does not take a holiday -- and each of us 
must act accordingly.

By Karen Lee Sobol

 Has your sense of 
time shifted lately?  Does 
avoiding people feel bi-
zarre, and has Purell 
become your new best 
friend?  Do you spot beau-
ty in surprising places, and 
feel the rhythm of your 
breath inside your mask?

 I’ve lived through this 
before.  Then, I was solo.  
Now, I’m one of seven 
billion, living through it 
again, with you.  Both 
times, with little advance 
notice, a deadly disease be-
came a dire threat.  Then, 
in 2005, I was diagnosed 
with a non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma defined as rare 
and incurable.  Now, in 
2020, we all risk infection 
by COVID-19, a wildly 
contagious novel corona-
virus with no known cure.  
My blood cancer was so 
rare it’s called an orphan 
disease.  COVID-19 is so 
universal it’s called a pan-
demic.

Thinking about the 
Thanksgiving holiday 
usually energizes us.  
Plans often include trav-
el, time with family and 
friends, and meals shared.  
This year, the dangers of 
spreading or contracting 
COVID-19 trigger anxiety 
and dread.  What to do?

 In 2005, I faced a sim-
ilar dilemma.  I was in the 
midst of a clinical trial with 
a monoclonal antibody.  
Because the drug had an-
nihilated my immune sys-
tem, every germ and virus, 
whether it came from an-

other person or naturally 
lived inside my body or 
on my skin, could pose a 
lethal threat.  I washed and 
sanitized my hands obses-
sively and never touched 
my face.  Social isolation 
was self-protection, so I 
left home only to go to the 
hospital or take solitary 
walks, a scarf wrapped 
over my nose and mouth.  
Holding a vision of myself 
as cancer-free and healthy, 
as though I already were, 
I felt that a brighter future 
was just a matter of time.

In a normal year, my 
family’s Thanksgiving 
tradition might start by 
serving a mid-day meal 
to guests at a local shel-
ter, then welcoming fam-
ily and friends to dinner 
in our home.  But for us 
2005 was no normal year 
and exposing me to oth-
er people wasn’t an op-
tion.  Instead, we ordered 
in dinner for three—my 
husband, our teen-aged 
daughter, and me—and 
felt grateful.  We connect-
ed with people by phone, 
and their intangible energy 
helped sustain my nuclear 
family through our crisis. 

 For us all, 2020 is no 
normal year.  Together we 
face the potentially deadly 
risk of COVID-19.  And 
we’re tired of social isola-
tion.  But what opportuni-
ties we have, including the 
opportunity to keep our-
selves, our families, and 
our friends, safe, and to 
share our resources more 
widely.   

Remember what they 

say before an airplane 
takes off?  “If the oxygen 
masks drop down, put 
your own mask on before 
assisting others.” 

 This Thanksgiving, if 
you’re lucky enough to 
have a home, please stay 
there.  Being alone doesn’t 
have to mean being lone-
ly.  Consider safe, helpful 
ways to support and con-
nect with people.  Perhaps 
order your dinner from 
a local restaurant to help 
keep cooks and staff em-
ployed.  Perhaps donate to 
a local food bank or shel-
ter so those less fortunate 
have meals

to nourish them.  Per-
haps, in recognition of the 
historic roots of the day, 
contribute to an organiza-
tion like the Indigenous 
Environmental Network 
which provides desperate-
ly needed food and emer-
gency COVID-19 relief 
funds to Native Ameri-
cans.

With challenge comes 
opportunity.  We have the 
chance to stem COVID-
19’s spread, and we have 
the chance to spread com-
passion.  Compassion nur-
tures healing and hope.  Its 
intangible energy creates 
real results. 

 When the twelve weeks 
of my clinical trial ended, 
I was frail and exhausted, 
but signs of cancer had 
decreased dramatically, 
and five months later, the 
disease was gone.  It took 
two years and four months 
for my immune system to 
rebuild and I was able to 

resume normal life.  With 
the welcome news that 
a vaccine will likely be 
available within the next 
few months, I feel opti-
mistic that our collective 
timeline will be much 
shorter.

 I believe in medical sci-
ence and I believe in the 
power of holding a vision 
of good health.  Now, as 
then, I think of my favor-
ite equation ever:  Hope 
= Belief + Expectation.  I 
believe, and I fully expect, 
we can and we will stop 
COVID-19. 

 Imagine a world free of 
COVID-19 as if it already 
exists, and hold this vision 
with me.  Imagine a world 
in which we care for our-
selves and each other as 
one family.

 Now expand the vision 
to embrace the planet.  If 
we actively protect and 
preserve biodiversity—
earth’s wondrously varied 
habitats and the count-
less species who thrive 
in them—we take a giant 
step to keeping hundreds 
of thousands of viruses in 
the plant and animal king-
doms where they belong, 
and where they won’t leap 
to us.

 Now we know.  Good 
health is global health.

Karen Lee Sobol lives 
in Boston  MA   and is Art-
ist and Author of Twelve 
Weeks:  An Artist’s Story 
of Cancer, Healing, and 
Hope.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mail-
ing address is 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. 
Our fax number is 781-485-1403. Letters may also 

be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.  
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit 

for length and content.
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While this year the holidays will look different than what we are used to and our 
gatherings will be smaller than usual, we are all still in this together. This has been a 
year that gives us a new perspective on gratitude, and I am more grateful than ever for 
this City’s ability to come together even while keeping our 
distance in the battle against COVID-19. Today, let’s all 
take time to honor the frontline workers who have fought 
to keep our City safe and moving forward through this 
pandemic. Let’s show them thanks by wearing our masks, 
practicing social distancing, washing our hands, and 
getting tested. I know that if we stay vigilant this holiday 
season, we’ll be able to fit all of our loved ones around the 
table at this time next year. I wish everyone a safe and 
healthy Thanksgiving, and I am thankful for our everyone 
who has kept Bostonians safe during this pandemic. 
Together, we will get through this stronger and more 
grateful than ever before.

I WANT TO WISH ALL
BOSTONIANS A HEALTHY 
AND SAFE THANKSGIVING.

B O S TO N ,  MAS S A C H U S E T T S

“We’re really provid-
ing great support to East 
Boston, during this very 
difficult time. We wanted 
to come together again to 
discuss where we stand in 
East Boston with the rising 
rates of COVID-19. As we 
know, this community re-
lies heavily on the leader-
ship of the people in this 
ZOOM  meeting. Back in 
August, we had success 
in reducing the positivity 
rate in East Boston. And 
I believe that was in part 
due to the efforts from 
this group and spreading 
key messages pushing 
residents to get tested and 
distributing resources. For 
the next few weeks and 
months, we need to con-
tinue our work and renew 
our commitment to East 
Boston.”

Walsh started off by 
thanking the city’s part-
ners in Eastie for their 
continued partnership, es-
pecially in these difficult 
times. 

“I know they’re work-
ing long hours and making 
personal sacrifices, and I 
can’t thank them enough 
for all of their dedicated 
service and what they’ve 
done,” said Walsh. “In 
Massachusetts as of yes-
terday Wednesday), there 
were 189,518 cases of 
COVID-19 since the be-
ginning and 2,744 cases 
were recorded yesterday. 
That’s a pretty significant 
number for one day. We 
haven’t really seen num-
bers like that since back in 
April and May.  So as you 
know, this is a very seri-
ous, serious virus in Bos-
ton. We’re seeing increas-
es here in COVID and we 
are entering another criti-
cal point in this pandemic. 
We’re seeing significant 
and concerning increases 
of COVID-19. In our city, 
the daily cases are starting 

to look like the numbers 
that are around the peak 
in April and May. Hospital 
admissions are not at that 
level, however, they’ve in-
creased over time. And we 
need to stay focused on 
turning this trend around.”

Walsh said one strategy 
to combat the rising num-
bers in Eastie is testing. 

“We’re encouraging ev-
eryone to get tested, and to 
make testing part of your 
regular routine,” he said. 
“Our free mobile testing 
sites will remain this week 
in East Boston at Central 
Square and we have 30 
other testing sites across 
the city. We’re not max-
imizing our testing ca-
pacity. So we really need 
to make sure that we do 
everything we can to get 
people tested. We need to 
make sure we get an accu-
rate number with the virus 
on what the tests really are 
in the city.”

Walsh added that both 
metrics the city uses to 
track the rate of infection 
in the neighborhood are 
troublesome. 

“Both metrics are high 
(in Eastie), and they’re 
moving in the wrong di-
rection,” said Walsh. “East 
Boston also has a high 
percentage of the Latinx 
community that continues 
to have the highest rate 
of any race or ethnicity 
in the city of Boston. So 
we are working on that 
and we’re committed to 
addressing the racial and 
ethnic inequalities that 
impact COVID-19. And 
so it’s not just about the 
virus, it’s also about all the 
other inequities that we’re 
dealing with. We’re doing 
targeted outreach in East 
Boston, to work on con-
tinuing to try and help stop 
the spread. We continue to 
have conversations with 
community organizations, 

sharing information, re-
sponding to the commu-
nity, we brought back mo-
bile testing to East Boston 
and we’re now looking 
very closely at what steps 
we can further do to limit 
the transmission.”

Walsh said that if these 
numbers continue to go up 
the city will unfortunately 
have to pose more restric-
tion. 

“And I think that’s the 
last thing we want to do 
for our businesses and our 
communities,” said Walsh. 
“But unfortunately, if we 
have to, we will always 
put public health first in 
our communities, and we 
also understand the im-
pacts on our business and 
our economy. So we need 
to do whatever we can to 
bring down the spread.”

Rep. Madaro said the 
rapid spike in COVID 
cases in Eastie has not sur-
prised him. 

“Our community is 
more systematically vul-
nerable to the spread of 
COVID,” said Madaro. 
“And I think it’s import-
ant that we acknowledge 
this because there are still 
a lot of rumors and blame 
going around in terms of 
why East Boston numbers 
are higher. But you know, 
our numbers were higher 
at the beginning and they 
continue to be elevated 
now, in relation to the rest 
of the city and the rest of 
the state. The reality is 
we are a working class 
community and many 
of our folks do not have 
the privilege of working 
from home and working 
remotely like many of us 
on this call are doing this 
morning. Our constitu-
ents, our neighbors are 
working in maintenance 
and service industries, 
construction and hospital-
ity...many industries that 

ZOOM // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
really never shut down and 
require them to continue 
to go to work, continue to 
interact with coworkers 
and with the public. Good 
evidence of that is the fact 
that the Blue Line saw the 
lowest decrease in rider-
ship throughout the pan-
demic. Beyond that, we 
have hosting issues here 
in East Boston, there’s tre-
mendous overcrowding, 
people share bedrooms, 
there’s multi-generation-
al apartments, folks are 
sharing rentals with mul-
tiple roommates and that 
makes isolating really dif-
ficult. So if one member of 
a household gets COVID, 
the family spread is very 
real. It’s very difficult to 
socially distance and to 
do many of the things that 
we constantly preach and 
promote and try to educate 
our communities. When 
folks don’t have anywhere 
to quarantine, we know 
what the result is.”

In the end, Madaro said 
it’s going to take a com-
munity effort to try to 
get these numbers down. 
“We really need to get 
the information out to our 
neighbors,” said Madaro. 
“So we have to continue 
to push that messaging of 
getting tested and convey 
how easy it is. It’s as sim-
ple as calling the Health 

Center line and making an 
appointment. That’s all it 
takes. We got to continue 
to push the message on 
wearing masks, washing 
hands and social distanc-
ing. It’s going to take us 

all to do this. And I’m just 
so grateful, again, for the 
opportunity to bring us 
together to remind us that 
this thing is still here and 
it’s not going away any-
time soon.” 

Rep. Adrian Madaro.

Mayor Martin Walsh.

A slide by the BPHC that shows the rate of infection in Eastie compared to the rest of 
Boston. 
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YMCA  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the increased need due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

In addition to turkey 
donations, Stop & Shop 
is encouraging customers 
to purchase a $10 Hunger 

Box filled with trimmings 
for a holiday meal, such as 
Stop & Shop’s own brand 
stuffing mix, cut yams, 
cranberry sauce, etc. Cus-
tomers can take the box 

and donate it personally to 
their local food pantry or 
the store will donate it to 
their regional food bank. 
This gift will help fight 
hunger in the community.

Due to the pandemic the annual event worked on a voucher redemption system in order 
to ensure proper social distancing and avoid crowding. 

The Stop & Shop truck arrives with turkeys for the company’s annual Turkey Express pro-
gram. 

The even helped over 150 families from the YMCA, Social Centers and Salesian Boys & 
Girls Club. 

By John Lynds 

Nearly one out of every 
five people tested in East 
Boston were found to be 
COVID positive accord-
ing to the latest data re-
leased by the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission 
(BPHC). 

Last Friday the BPHC 
reported that of the 23,693 
Eastie residents tested 
for COVID last week 19 
percent were found to be 
positive for the virus, a 13 
percent decrease from the 
16.8 percent reported two 
Fridays ago. Eastie still 
has the highest positive 
test rate in Boston. 

Overall since the pan-
demic began 14 percent of 
Eastie residents here have 
been found to be positive. 
The citywide positive test 
rate was up 29 percent and 
went from 7.9 percent of 
Boston residents testing 
positive for the virus to 
10.2 percent last week. 

At his daily press brief-
ing last week, Mayor 
Martin Walsh reiterated 
the City’s priority in this 
crisis. 

“To keep people safe 
and contain this virus, we 
have to follow the science 
and we have to follow the 
data,” said Walsh. 

What that means, the 
Mayor explained, is that 
city public health experts 
collect comprehensive 
testing data and hospital 
data. They analyze it to 
understand how and where 
the virus is spreading, and 
the impact it is having. 

“We shape our respons-
es and our guidance based 
on what the data indi-
cates,” said Walsh.. “And, 
we share the data with 
the public, so you can be 
armed with knowledge to 
help keep yourself, your 
family, and your commu-
nity safe. That’s a process 
of continual feedback and 
learning because, just as 
this epidemic evolves and 
its impact on our neigh-

borhoods evolves, our 
knowledge about it must 
evolve as well. We need 
to adapt and update our 
understanding of COVID 
spread in the community.”

Walsh announced that, 
starting this week, the City 
will be publishing a total 
of six key metrics relating 
to test results and hospital 
usage. The goal, he said, is 
to give residents the most 
current and comprehen-
sive picture of the virus as 
they can. 

“The more we know, 
and the more you know, 
the better informed and 
prepared we can all be,” 
he said. 

Walsh emphasized that 
every metric right now is 
telling city officials that 
we are in the midst of a 
significant and concerning 
increase in COVID activi-
ty in the city. 

“The daily case increas-
es we are seeing are start-
ing to look like numbers 
that we saw near our peak, 
in April and May,” said 
Walsh. “Hospital admis-
sions are not at that level, 
but they have increased 
over time. We all must be 
focused on turning this 
trend around.”

Walsh said that the City 
is looking closely at what 
steps we can take to fur-
ther limit the risk of trans-
mission. 

“We have taken a cau-
tious approach throughout 
this pandemic, making 
safety our priority,” said 
Walsh. “We pulled back 
on in-person learning in 
the Boston Public Schools. 
This week we were able 
to bring back 150 stu-
dents with the highest 
needs, who desperately 
need in-person services. 
The Mayor thanked the 
families and teachers for 
making that possible. We 
have kept our limits on 
gathering sizes low. Pri-
vate, indoor gatherings are 
limited to 10 people, and 
private outdoor gatherings 

to 25 people. For events in 
public spaces, the limit is 
25 people indoors and 50 
people outdoors. We’ve 
worked with the state to 
limit restaurant hours and 
retail hours, and put in 
place a Stay-at-home ad-
visory for the hours be-
tween 10 p.m. and 5 a.m.”

However, the Mayor 
cautioned, if these case 
numbers continue to go 
up, the city will have to go 
further but added that he is 
mindful of the impact that 
restrictions have on the 
local economy and small 
businesses. 

“But we must put the 
health of our community 
first because, in the end, 
there is no economic re-
covery without public 
health,” he said. 

Eastie’s infection rate 
rose by 6.7 percent ac-
cording to the data re-
leased by the BPHC last 
Friday. Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate went from 
671.4 cases per 10,000 
residents to 716.8 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
citywide average is 365.9 
cases per 10,000 residents 
and Eastie still has one of 
the highest infection rates 
in all of Boston. 

So far 3,364 Eastie res-
idents have contracted the 
virus and the neighbor-
hood accounts for 13.5 
percent of all cases in 
Boston. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-
ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus increased 
4 percent last week and 
went from 24,159 cases to 
25,105 cases. 

Fifteen more Boston 
residents died from the 
virus and there are now 
899 total deaths in the city 
from COVID. 

Eastie’s positive test rate 
continues to climb; neighborhood 
still has highest rate in the city

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 
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Internet offer requires enrollment in both automatic payments and paperless billing. Must enroll within 30 days of placing order for advertised offer. Without enrollment, service charge automatically increases by $10/mo. 
12-month automatic payment and paperless billing discount appears on bill within 30 days of enrolling. If either automatic payments or paperless billing are canceled during the 12-month period, or if service is downgraded 
to Limited Basic only, the $10/mo. discount will be discontinued. Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. Limited to new residential Performance Pro 200 Mbps Internet customers only. Equipment, installation, taxes 
and fees, and subject to change during and after promo. After promo, regular rates apply. Comcast’s service charge for Performance Pro Internet is $92.95/mo. (subj. to change). Service limited to a single outlet. May not 
be combined with other offers. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors affecting speed, visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Mobile: Xfinity Mobile requires residential post-pay Xfinity 
Internet. Line limitations may vary. For Xfinity Mobile Broadband Disclosures, visit www.xfinity.com/mobile/policies/broadband-disclosures. Xfinity Mobile utilizes the highest ranked network from RootMetrics® 1H 
2020 US report. WiFi networks not tested. Results may vary. Award is not endorsement.  Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. Prepaid card offer: Must remain an Xfinity Mobile customer 
and maintain the Xfinity Internet service required for the offer for 90 days with account in good standing. Prepaid Card mailed to Comcast account holder within 18 weeks of activation of all required services and expires in 
180 days. The Xfinity Mobile logo and “o” marks are trademark of Comcast. Call for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. NPA233814-0001  GBR-COMP-BF-Q4-V2

This Black Friday, 
Internet & Mobile meet 
awesome savings.

Xfi nity Internet 

99/mo.$39 for 12 
months

Paperless billing and 
autopay required

Equip., taxes, and other charges extra 
and subj. to change. See details below.

when you add Xfi nity Mobile 
with new line activation and transfer of phone number 

within 90 days of Internet purchase

Ask how to add 

and save even more

Xfi nity Mobile 

The Xfi nity Black Friday Sales Event ends December 7.
Go to xfi nity.com, call 1-800-XFINITY, or visit an Xfi nity Store today.

During the X� nity Black Friday Sales Event, you can get $200 back when you get X¥ nity Internet and 
add X¥ nity Mobile. That’s huge savings on fast, reliable Internet and Mobile with nationwide 5G included 
on the most reliable network. And that means more of the family-calling, video-gaming, binge-watching, 
viral-videoing awesome you love. Now that’s how you do Black Friday right.

139009_NPA233814-0001 Black Friday NED Perf Pro 11.25x21 V2.indd   1139009_NPA233814-0001 Black Friday NED Perf Pro 11.25x21 V2.indd   1 11/10/20   6:26 PM11/10/20   6:26 PM
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Com-
munity Development 
Corporation (CDC) broke 
ground last week on its 
Boston Planning and 
Development Agency 
(BPDA) approved project 
to create a 42 unit resi-
dential building serving 
low-income seniors. 

The Grace Apartments, 
located at 187 Sumner St. 
will also renovate 17 in-
come-restricted units on 
the site’s existing building 
according to Zoe Cush-
man of Public Relation 
firm Matter Now. 

“Ground has officially 
broken on Grace Apart-
ments,” said Cushman. 
“The new residences will 
be built adjacent to the 
historic Woodbury Apart-
ments, providing existing 
residents with the option 
to move into Grace Apart-
ments upon construction 
completion. As part of a 
long-term plan, the com-

pletion of Grace Apart-
ments will allow for future 
renovations to the Wood-
bury Building for work-
force housing.”

Cushman said the de-
velopment answers calls 
from both Governor Char-
lie Baker and Boston 
Mayor Marty Walsh for 
improved access to af-
fordable housing in Great-
er Boston and across the 
Commonwealth.

The project was ap-
proved at the BPDA’s 
board meeting in January, 
2019. BPDA officials said 
the approval of the 42 in-
come-restricted senior 
units at 187 Sumner St. 
makes progress towards 
Mayor Walsh’s goal of in-
creasing affordable hous-
ing to support not only a 
strong middle-class, but 
also area seniors. May-
or Walsh has updated the 
City’s housing targets to 
support the creation of 
new affordable housing, 
increase access to home-

ownership opportunities, 
and prevent displacement 
of the neighborhood’s 
most vulnerable residents.

According to plans ap-
proved by the BPDA, the 
CDC project involves 
the construction of a new 
39,067 square foot,  42-
unit seven-story building 
and the renovation of an 
existing 26,800 square 
foot building currently on 
the same site in Maverick 
Square.

The new building will 
include all low-income 
elderly housing. The ex-
isting building, which in-
cludes 17 elderly/disabled 
subsidized units as well 
as approximately 3,000 
square feet of ground floor 
commercial, will be con-
verted to workforce hous-
ing units, including two 
affordable units.

The property con-
sists of a 16,266-square 
foot parcel of land with 
26,800-square foot of 
mixed use, residential and 
commercial building.

There will be no chang-
es to the footprint of the 
existing building and the 
proposed new building 
will be situated behind the 
existing building.

The 3,798 square foot 
first floor will consist of a 
community room, kitchen, 
lobby, mailroom, office, 
and mechanical space. 
The lot size will accom-
modate five parking spac-
es, one of which will be 
handicapped accessible.

The second through 
seventh floors will have 

seven units per floor, for 
a total of 42 units. There 
will be no changes to the 
footprint of the existing 
building.

The tenants in the exist-
ing building will be given 
the option to move to a 
new unit upon completion 
of the first phase of the 
project.

The CDC has controlled 
the project site since the 
late 1970s. The property 
consists of an irregular 

shaped 16,266 square foot 
parcel of land behind the 
existing 26,800 square 
foot mixed use, residential 
and commercial building.

The CDC sought to 
develop the land back in 
1975 and received approv-
als by the then Boston Re-
development Authority 
but those approvals have 
since expired.

The CDC held a BP-
DA-sponsored meeting 
back in September 2019 
as part of the Article 80 
review process and there 
was little to no opposition 
to the plans.

The CDC’s Al Caldarel-
li argued in the project’s 
filing that the proposed 
project offers the im-
mense benefit of increas-

ing the number of senior 
affordable housing units 
in Maverick Square. Cal-
darelli added that the CDC 
is acutely aware of the de-
mand for senior affordable 
housing in Eastie as de-
velopers and managers of 
several elderly affordable 
housing developments in 
the neighborhood. 

“There are over 
one-thousand households 
on the CDC’s waiting list 
for its elderly affordable 
housing developments,” 
said Caldarelli. “More-
over, the proposed proj-
ect will create workforce 
housing in the heart of 
Maverick Square, adding 
a diversity of incomes and 
ages to development.”

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Geisha Solid White Canned Tuna ....10/$10.00 
limit 10

Best Yet K-Cups .....................................$2.99
limit 3

Prince Pasta .................................................79¢
limit 4, excl. lasagna & jumbo shells

Great Lakes American Cheese ........$2.89/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ......................... $6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless New York
Strip Steaks ......................................$7.99/lb
Family Pack Chicken Drumsticks ..... 99¢/lb 
Family Pack Bone-In Pork Chops ......$1.79/lb
Tyson Bacon 16oz. ......................................................2/$10.00

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made

SALE DAYS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27TH THROUGH SUNDAY NOVEMBER 29TH, 2020

Produce
Fresh Bananas ........................................ 29¢/lb
Loose Russet Potatoes ........................ 69¢/lb

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast $1.19/lb
Limit 3pkgs

Bone In Rib Eye Steaks .................. $6799/lb
Special Price!!

Family Pack Specials

Bakery
Parisian Bread ......................................... $1.49 
White Pizza Dough ......................4/$5.00 limit 4

Happy 
Thanksgiving

“What a wild romp. I didn’t see 
some of these twists coming.”

— Joey Phoenix, Creative Northshore

“A Street-tough 
crime novel with 

a poetic soul.”
— Jim DeFilippi,

author of Duck Alley

Just in time for the holidays
a new work of crime fiction set in Revere. 1980

Murder in the Marsh
 by Kevin Carey (DarkStroke Books)

AVAILABLE ON AMAZON. 
KINDLE OR PAPERBACK

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

Order A...Fully Cooked Whole Turkey
Available in 2 sizes

12-14 lb. Whole Turkey $179.95 plus tax
20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $309.95 plus tax

Complete with
Homemade Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Squash, Gravy 

& Cranberry Sauce
OR

Order An...IInnddiivviidduuaall  TTuurrkkeeyy  DDiinnnneerr
With Homemade Stuffing, Gravy & Cranberry Sauce

Dinner  Includes:
Choice of Potato: Mashed, Baked or Yams

Choice of Vegetable:
Corn, Peas & Mushrooms or Butternut Squash

Choice of Dessert:
Slice of Apple,Custard or Pumpkin Pie

$17.95 Per Person

Spinelli’s Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!
Please Place Your Orders Before

Tuesday, November  24, 2020
Order by phone or Drop by

Spinelli’s East Boston
282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128

617-567-1992 Fax 617-567-5150

Spinelli’s  Lynnfield
10 Newbury St, Peabody, MA 01960

781-592-5552

Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00AM-1:00PM
Spinelli’s is looking forward to 
having Thanksgiving with you!

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Senior housing project breaks ground

Artist renderings of the Grace Apartments project. The project received BPDA approval 
in 2019 and broke ground last week. The project will bring 42 units of affordable senior 
housing to the Maverick Square area. 

A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

For a Founding Father,
he doesn’t know much about helping

a kid get a student loan.

Not everyone in the government knows everything
about the government. So when you need official info
about Social Security, getting a student loan, renewing
a driver’s license, or if you’re just checking your local
weather, go to FirstGov.gov. A monumental source of
useful information.
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SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 
Let us get your holiday message out to our thousands of readers of The 

Revere Journal, The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times 
Free Press, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal in 

our December editions: 

Many of our readers 
will find themselves 

celebrating the Holidays 
from their own 
homes safely.

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
  Color incl. in cost of advert.

Call 781-485-0588 or e-mail your Sales Rep to get started!

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
CelebrateCelebrate

holiday events | special services
gifts & goodies

In response to the cur-
rent situation in the Com-
monwealth with respect to 
COVID-19 and the expec-
tation of rising infections 
during the holiday peri-
od, the Supreme Judicial 
Court (SJC) and the Trial 
Court announce further 
postponement of the re-
sumption of jury trials. It 
is anticipated that Phase 1 
of the plan previously ap-
proved in the SJC order of 
Sept. 17, and scheduled to 
begin the week of Nov. 30, 
now will commence the 
week of January 11, 2021.   

Phase 1 calls for ini-
tially conducting a limit-
ed number of jury trials, 
with six-person juries, 
in a designated number 
of courthouses, and is 
expected to last for two 
months. The Trial Court 
will complete its prepa-
rations for Phase 1 over 
the coming weeks so that 

the required comprehen-
sive protocols that address 
the health and safety of 
jurors and other trial par-
ticipants will be in place 
in all courthouses that are 
identified for Phase 1 jury 
trials. The Trial Court also 
is identifying and secur-
ing jury trial locations in 
those counties that do not 
have courthouses suitable 
for conducting jury trials 
during the pandemic.     

Court leaders contin-
ue to seek to balance the 
critical right to trial by 
jury with health and safety 
concerns of trial partici-
pants. The Office of Jury 
Commissioner will cancel 
jurors summoned for dates 
before the new resumption 
date and trials currently 
scheduled will be resched-
uled. Courts will contin-
ue to closely monitor the 
COVID-19 situation in the 
Commonwealth.

Courts extend start date for 
jury trials to Jan. 11, 2021

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow
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     (617)569-6044           (877)765-3221

MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

FRONT PAGE 
Post-It-Note Advertising

We design, typeset, and afix your ad on our front page.
ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE

Sound Interesting? Call 781-485-0588

Revere Journal(6400)

Winthrop Sun Transcript(4000) 

East Boston Times Free Press(7000)

Chelsea Record(2900)

Everett Independent(7500) 

Lynn Journal(5000)

Beacon Hill Times(8700)

The Boston Sun(14000) 
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Jamaica Plain Gazette (16400) 

Mission Hill Gazette(7000)
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Ad Here!
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minimum
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[ [
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE

Schedule Your Spots for 2019! $250.00 per run. 

Savings of $800

By John Lynds

The Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) voted on just 
one small project at its 
November meeting earlier 
this month. 

JPNA members voted 
24 to 1 in favor of devel-
oper Claudia Sierra’s plan 
to extend the living space 
of one of the apartments 
into the basement and add 
a roof deck at 51 Jeffries 
Street. 

“We understand that the 
basement was previously 
used as an illegal base-
ment apartment,” said Si-

erra. “We are remodelling 
the 1st floor and basement 
to be a single unit. There 
will only be a bedroom/
multi-function room in the 
basement and a bathroom. 
There will also be a small 
mechanical room in the 
basement.”

According to the plans 
filed with the JPNA and 
city, all utilities at the ad-
dress are being replaced 
and Sierra is working with 
Eversource and National 
Grid to upgrade utilities. 
She also plans to fully 
sprinkle the building.

“The second and third 
floor units are being re-

modelled,” she said. 
“Each floor will be an 
open unit with a glass 
partition, configured as a 
nominal 1-bedroom unit.”

A new roof deck is pro-
posed, but there will be no 
head-house. The roof deck 
will be exclusive to the 
3rd floor unit and all ac-
cess will be via the fire-es-
cape stairs.

Sierra said the plan is 
to sell the remodeled units 
as condos and the building 
will remain a three unit 
building. 

The only variances Si-
erra is seeking is for the 
proposed roof deck. 

By John Lynds

A new ad campaign by 
UberEats that pairs ac-
claimed gold medal gym-
nast, Simone Biles, and 
‘Queer Eye’ star Jonathan 
Van Ness gave a plug to 
one of East Boston’s more 
celebrated restaurants. 

The ad run, ‘Tonight, 
I’ll be eating’, features 
Biles and Van Ness dis-
cussing what food they 
will be getting delivered 
from UberEats as the cel-
ebrated gymnast tries to 
show Van Ness a thing or 
two about the sport--with 
usually hysterical results. 

In one of the ads, Biles, 
hanging upside down ex-
claims, “Tonight, I’ll be 
eating the beef kabobs 
from Tawakal (Halal) 
Cafe in Jeffries Point”. 

Owned by Yahya Noor, 
Tawakal Halal Cafe on 
the corner of Maverick 
and Jeffries Streets, has 
received nothing but acco-
lades since opening. 

Bon Appetit named 
the small cafe that serves 
up home cooked Soma-
lia cuisine on the corner 
of Maverick and Jeffries 
Streets in East Boston to 
its annual “Hot 10” list 
saying Noor’s restaurant, 
“Should be your first stop 
off the plane” when com-
ing to Boston. 

Since opening Tawakal 
Halal Café, Noor has re-
ceived much praise for 
his food, his community 
giving and his ability to 
breathe no life into a for-
gotten corner of Eastie 
that abuts Logan Airport. 

Last year, Boston Mag-
azine named Tawakal Ha-
lal Cafe to its annual “Best 
of Boston” list. In their 
review Boston Magazine 
writes, “From-scratch 
sambusa wrappers stuffed 
and fried to a hot, flaky 
crisp, followed by tangled 
piles of spaghetti sauced 
with a velvety stew of 
fragrantly spiced braised 
goat: Such soul-warm-

A drawing of the proposed expansion of the first-floor unit at 51 Jeffries Street. The project 
was supported by JPNA members at the group’s November meeting earlier this month. 

JPNA votes in favor of small project

Tawakal Halal Cafe gets a shout out in new UberEats commercial

ing Somali comfort food 
certainly takes the edge 
off these anxiety-ridden 
times. Bonus points for 
bottles of signature hot 
sauce available for en-
livening humdrum home 
cooking with East African 
herbs.”

The cafe was also fea-
tured this month on the 

Phantom Gourmet and 
appeared over the summer 
on Chronicle. 

Noor said he wouldn’t 
have been able to make 
his restaurant a success 
if not for the support and 
love from the community, 
especially during this age 
of COVID. 

“We’re in a time of cri-

sis where businesses are 
closing everyday,” said 
Noor. “As a small family 
business those businesses 
could have been us. We 
are blessed to say we are 
in business for another 
day and for us to get a call 
from UberEats saying they 
would like to feature us 
on their new campaign to 

help out small businesses 
was something we had ex-
pected in a million years. 
Thank you to our dedicat-
ed customers for keeping 
us open. We never thought 
we would be getting such 
publicity, especially from 
a celebrity like Simone 
Biles.”

Acclaimed Olympics Gold Medal gymnast Simone Biles mentions Eastie’s Tawakal Halal Cafe in a new UberEats ad cam-
paign. 
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FORMER MAYOR 
BRENNAN DIES

CHELSEA - John J. 
‘Butch’ Brennan Jr., who 
served as the last mayor 
of Chelsea for two terms 
in 1988 to 1991 before the 
city went into receiver-
ship, died Monday after a 
lengthy illness. He was 76.

Mr. Brennan symbol-
ized that anything is possi-
ble in the arena of politics 
with the right mix of hard 
work, integrity, honor, and 
a belief in oneself that can 
you help improve the lives 
of residents with your de-
cisive actions and deeds.

Mr. Brennan was a bar-
tender at Ryan’s Tavern on 
Fifth Street when he de-
cided to enter Chelsea pol-
itics. Friends and bar pa-
trons urged him to run for 
public office, convinced 
that the tall, personable, 
straight-talking common 
man could help Chelsea 
become a better city.

Voters responded in 
record numbers to Mr. 
Brennan’s candidacy. He 
topped the ticket twice in 
alderman-at-large races 
and then decided to run 
against incumbent mayor 
Thomas Nolan in 1987. 
He won that election and 
took office in January, 
1988, for the first of his 
two terms in office.

Michael Patrick Bren-
nan, son of John “Butch” 
Brennan and Kathleen 
Brennan, was seven years 
old when his father decid-
ed to run for mayor.

“I definitely have some 
memories of the mayoral 
campaigns,” said Michael. 
“His stickers had a black 
background and Bren-
nan was written in Kelly 
green.”

Mr. Brennan ran a 
high-voltage, high-visibil-
ity campaign. The people 
responded enthusiastically 
to the towering, 6-foot-4-
inch candidate who could 
relate well to the everyday 
plight and basic needs of 
Chelsea residents.

“I remember every 
Saturday morning hold-
ing signs across from the 

Central Fire Station,” said 
Michael. “Every day my 
father would come home 
from work, eat dinner 
early and we’d go door to 
door, knocking on every-
one’s door just so he could 
introduce himself and 
say that he’s there for the 
common person. He want-
ed to listen to what people 
wanted from a mayor.”

Brennan was answer-
able and accessible to res-
idents who rallied around 
him, admiring this new 
type of politician who was 
one of them.

“My father would take 
me to the park to play catch 
and someone would drive 
by and get out of their car 
and say, ‘Mayor Brennan, 
I’m having a problem with 
this’ and the next day, my 
father would try and ad-
dress it, whether it was 
calling the city workers 
to fix a pothole in front of 
someone’s house or some-
thing else. He just listened 
and he cared about people 
and that’s why he was so 
beloved.”

No matter was too big 
or too small for  Mayor 
Brennan.

“There was one elderly 
woman who couldn’t get 
the newspaper anymore 
– I remember my father 
dropping the paper off at 
her house. He would go 
out of his way to deliver 
the newspaper on his way 
home from work,” said 
Michael. “That meant the 
world to her.”

Michael Patrick re-
called that his stepbrother, 
Robert Small, also helped 
out immensely with their 
father’s campaigns and 
during his service as may-
or. “He used to go with my 
dad down to the projects 
and help residents with 
their repairs. He’d tell 
Robert to bring his camera 
and he’d follow him, take 
pictures, and document 
everything.”

Kathleen Brennan, a 
strikingly elegant first lady 
of Chelsea, would assist 
in beautification projects 
throughout the city. “My 

mother and dad would 
drive around town water-
ing the plants at nights,” 
recalled Michael. “My 
mother took a lot of pride 
in that.”

With the city facing 
difficult financial times, 
Mayor Brennan tried to 
convince residents to vote 
in favor of an override of 
Proposition 2 ½.

“My father would walk 
around door to door with 
this can of coffee,” re-
membered Michael. “My 
father’s point was that the 
cost of the can of coffee is 
what you’d be paying once 
a month in taxes and that 
it would help the school 
system and he wouldn’t 
have to lay off firefighters 
and police officers. But 
Proposition 2 ½ lost big 
time. The residents turned 
it down. They didn’t want 
to do it. That’s when he 
reached out to the state to 
help Chelsea. My father 
thought that was the way 
to put the city he loved 
back on track to recovery 
after all those years of 
difficult financial circum-
stances. He pretty much 
gave away his job as may-
or for the city he loved.”

Michael Patrick grad-
uated from Saint Rose 
School, Malden Catholic 
High School, and Stone-
hill College. He played in 
the Chelsea Little League 
and for Jimmy Manzo’s 
Knickerbockers in the 
CYBL.

Tall (6-feet, 3 inches) 
like his father, Michael 
and his wife, Meghan, 
have two daughters.

“People still ask me if 
I’m related to Butch Bren-
nan,” said Michael. “So 
many people call him a 
hero. It just makes me so 
proud. He did a lot for a lot 
of people. He was respect-
ed. It’s different when your 
son loves you, but when 
people that aren’t related 
to you care about you, it 
just makes you proud.”

A loving younger broth-
er 

William “Biff” Brennan
William “Biff” Bren-

nan, Chelsea High Class 
of 1971, was nine years 
the junior to his only 
brother, John “Butch” 
Brennan, Chelsea High 
Class of 1962. He said this 
past Monday was a dif-
ficult day in the Brennan 
house.

“I really had a bad day 
when Michael Patrick 
called me with the news,” 
said Biff. “But I have a lot 
of personal friends in life 
and they’ve been calling 
and texting me and getting 
me through it. I appreciate 
their condolences, but this 
is a big loss for me.”

Biff recalled that Butch 
was the best man at his 
wedding when he married 
Claudia Nowicki, a pop-
ular member of the Chel-
sea High School Class of 
1976. Biff and Claudia 
have been married for 30 
years.

Biff said his brother 
suffered a heart attack in 
September, 2019. He re-
covered and was doing 
well this summer but his 
condition deteriorated in 
the past few months.

“He was a great broth-
er,” said Biff. “He was al-
ways there for me. I tried 
to be the same for him 
through the politics and 
the other things in life.”

The sons of the late 
John J. Brennan Sr. and 
Eileen (Ryan) Brennan, 
Biff Brennan and John J. 
Brennan Jr. grew up on 
Walnut Street across from 
the Williams School.

Biff Brennan took an 
active role in his brother’s 
campaigns. “I wrote some 
of the political advertise-
ments,” said Biff. “My 
brother never lost an elec-
tion. He topped the ticket 
in 1983 and 1985 and won 
for mayor in 1987 and 
1989. Being mayor is a 
tough job. He tried to do 
a good job and I think he 
did.”

Mayor John J. “Butch” 
Brennan Jr. will always 
occupy a place of royalty 
and respect in the annals 
of Chelsea. He made a 
tough decision at a pivotal 

point in the city’s history 
and the city is now better 
for it.

Biff Brennan said the 
family will hold a me-
morial observance for his 
brother in the spring of 
2021.

SEEKING TO HELP 
HOMEOWNERS

CHELSEA - The City 
will use almost $5 million 
in Rainy Day Funds to 
shore up a budget deficit, 
and City Manager Tom 
Ambrosino is still request-
ing the Council use anoth-
er $750,000 to help home-
owners about to be hit 
with large property tax in-
creases in the midst of the 
COVID-19 public health 
and economic crisis.

Ambrosino gave his an-
nual report to the Council 
on the potential tax rate 
setting process, which also 
reveals the City’s standing 
on the tax bill and just how 
much residents can look 
forward (or maybe not so 
forward) to paying in the 
coming year. The tax rate 
for all properties is slat-
ed to be voted on by the 
Council Nov. 30.

“There is a large in-
crease in values for two- 
and three-family homes,” 
said Ambrosino. “We will 
try to ameliorate it some-
what…but there will be 
significant tax increases 
on these two classes of 
property owners. There 
is a small increase for 
singe-families and con-
do owners will get a de-
crease in tax bills. It is the 
two-family and three-fam-
ily homeowners that will 
be impacted the most.”

Under the proposed 
rates, the average tax bill 
for a two-family will be 
$4,629, which is an in-
crease of $442 over last 
year. Three-family homes 
would have an average tax 
bill of $6,315, which is an 
increase of $767 over last 
year.

Single-family homes 
would see an increase of 
$63 over last year, with 
an average bill of $2,705, 
while condo owners 
would see a reduction of 
$237 from last year with 
an average bill of $1,935.

That is happening be-
cause property values 
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).

Published by the Independent Newspaper Co.Wednesday, September 18, 2019

Everett Independent
617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com 

all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo • auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

Get Ready for Fall!
Sweater weather is here

 

Messinger Insurance  
Agency, Inc.  475 Broadway 

 Everett, MA 02149 
 Phone: 617-387-2700  SINCE 1921 Fax: 617-387-7753  
 
 

AUTO INSURANCE BENEFITS 
 
 

 ACCIDENT FORGIVENESS 
 

 DISAPPEARING COLLISION 
DEDUCTIBLE 
 

 11% DISCOUNT WITH SUPPORTING 
POLICY 

 
 10% COMBINED PAY IN FULL 

DISCOUNT AND GREEN DISCOUNT  
 10% GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT 

 
98 years of excellence! 

 
 

Monday thru Friday: 8am to 6pm 
Saturdays 9am to 1pm! 

 
 

Check out our NEW website! 
www.messingerinsurance.com 

Quote your policy online! 
 

ERA MILLENNIUM REAL 
ESTATE APARTMENT 

RENTALS

Call 617-389-1101

Landlords - If you have an apartment you 
want to rent, let us do the work for you.

See PROPOSALS Page 2

PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency
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Lynn Rotary Club President William Reilly and Past Presi-
dent Stephen Upton donated to the Lynn Police Depart-
ment 3,000 Nitrile Gloves and a case of Disinfectant Wipes. 
Rotary District 7930 and the Lynn Rotary Club provided 
the funds for this contribution. Products were purchased 
at ERC Wiping Products in Lynn. Pictured are William Reilly 
and Stephen Upton presented the donation to the Lynn 
Police Department. 

LYNN ROTARY CLUB DONATES 
T POLICE DEPARTMENT
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have skyrocketed in Chel-
sea and the surrounding 
communities – with the 
values used reflected the 
2019 calendar year when 
sales of homes were on 
fire.

The average value of 
a three-family home in-
creased by 12.9 percent 
in the time assessed, and 
two-families increased by 
11.2 percent. Single-fam-
ilies increased by 8.9 
percent, and condos by 
6.6 percent. Meanwhile, 
larger apartment buildings 
– which had increased 
in the double digits last 
year – were up only 4.1 
percent. While such in-
creases in values are won-
derful if one is selling or 
borrowing money on their 
equity, they aren’t such 
good news when one is 
staying put and trying to 
pay increasing bills in a 
COVID-19 pandemic.

To combat those values 
and increases, Ambrosino 
suggested the Council ap-
prove the full 35 percent 
of the owner-occupant 
residential exemption that 
is available. Up to now, 
the City has been slowly 
increasing the percentage 
from 25 percent over a 
five-year period. It wasn’t 
to hit 35 percent until next 
year. However, Ambrosi-
no said now is the time to 
unleash all available help 
to taxpayers.

“This year, given 
COVID-19, we should 
take the maximum exemp-
tion and that means taking 
the remaining 4 percent 
that is left and using it all 
this year,” he said.

Typically, tax increas-
es have been approached 
with sympathy, but an 
understanding that taxes 
have been going up for a 
long time. However, with 
the economic distress put 
on the City by COVID-19 
– from job loss to tenants 
not paying rent – Am-
brosino said there had to 
be a different approach.

Ambrosino recom-
mended the Council use 
more Rainy Day Funds 
to help all homeown-
ers dispel the increase in 
taxes through the new 
Homeowner Stabilization 
Fund. He said that Fund 
has $250,000 in it, but 
an addition of $750,000 
would put it at $1 million 
and would allow a great 
amount of help.

Other forms of help, he 
said, would end up helping 
absentee landlords and in-
dustrial property owners, 
and spread thin the help 
for those most affected. 
With the Fund, they can 
target the help.

“The other ways are 
not the most effective way 
in my opinion to assist 
the two- and three-fami-
ly homeowners who will 
suffer from these large tax 

increases in COVID-19 
times,” he said. “What I 
suggest is we add funds to 
the existing Homeowner 
Stabilization Fund.

On Tuesday, the City 
announced the Homeown-
er Stabilization Program 
application period had 
been extended to Novem-
ber 30.

The City’s finances 
which had been strong for 
some time, have suffered 
greatly under COVID-19. 
First, excise taxes that are 
mostly paid in Chelsea by 
Enterprise Car Rental for 
its airport activities has 
plummeted. Last year, the 
City collected $12 million 
in excise tax, but that has 
been reduced to $5.4 mil-
lion as airport activity has 
decreased by 90 percent, 
Ambrosino said.

Hotel/Motel Room Tax-
es also decreased signifi-
cantly, going from $1.95 
million to $700,000 this 
year. In all, receipts across 
the board were down, and 
previously they had been 
growing steadily each 
year.

Councilor Giovan-
ni Recupero said he felt 
there was a problem with 
valuations, and with some 
changes in the Assessor’s 
Office, he asked for a 
meeting to talk about the 
values with them.

“Apartment buildings 
didn’t go up substantial-
ly,” he said. “The last cou-
ple of years they didn’t 
increase as significantly as 
the two- and three-fami-
lies. It doesn’t make sense. 
They’re the ones making 
all the money and they 
didn’t raise as significant-
ly.”

Council President Roy 
Avellaneda agreed that 
there seemed to be some 
issues with the values, and 
he echoed that he wanted 
to speak with the Asses-
sors.

“I want to echo some of 
the concerns that my col-
league has,” he said.

“There are a number 
of inconsistencies in the 
property values I saw,” he 
said. “I don’t think enough 
work was done to update 
the values from a couple 
of years ago to now. Val-
ues in certain spots went 
up, but not in the larger 
buildings. I don’t see the 
larger building values go-
ing up and I think they 
should…The best thing 
we can do is make sure the 
values are fair to everyone 
and I want to say the val-
ues I saw posted weren’t 
fair.”

Todd Taylor asked 
about the Fund and how 
people would qualify for 
it, as many people with 
high incomes on docu-
ments have lost their jobs 
or significant parts of their 
income. He said a lot of 
people who have recently 

been hit with economic 
pain might be missed with 
traditional documentation. 

Ambrosino said for 
most of the COVID pro-
grams, they have allowed 
people to self-certify, and 
they have had no prob-
lems. 

“Our experience is 
people have been honest 
about it,” he said.

CALMER WITH 
RECENT COVID 
SPIKE

EVERETT - Whether 
it’s raising kids or treating 
COVID, the second time 
is always a little bit easier, 
and as the so-called “sec-
ond wave” begins to hit 
the Everett and Chelsea 
communities – and show 
up at CHA Everett Hospi-
tal – things are much more 
calm than in the first go-
around.

“When people came in 
last spring, we felt frantic 
and brought in supplemen-
tal oxygen and begged for 
the oxygen levels to go up 
and people to be able to 
breath,” said Dr. Melisa 
Lai-Becker, chief of the 
Emergency Department at 
CHA Everett. “We didn’t 
know. Now we know 
what’s going on. We let 
them know we’re pretty 
sure they have COVID 
and we flip them on their 
belly and suddenly they’re 
breathing easier. We know 
we don’t have to pump 
the oxygen into them like 
a fire hose…Everyone is 
more calm about being 
able to talk about (treat-
ment)…and what we’re 
going to be able to do. It’s 
so nice to have a pre-flight 
checklist to go over with 
patients now. I guess we’re 
just accepting how it can 
work without engaging in 
all the psychic drama that 
it took previously.”

That said, there are 
preparations underway 
for the increased numbers 
that are coming into the 
hospital in fits and spurts. 
Lai-Becker said there will 
be days when everyone 
who comes in seems to 
have COVID-19, and then 
there will be days when 
no one has it, followed by 
another day with heavy 
cases. It is a trend, she 
said, and the hospital has 
spent much of this month 
re-bolstering their proto-
cols, hiring more staff to 
prepare and getting plenty 
of supplies in order.

“There are no major 
numbers or breakthroughs 
or setbacks,” she said. 
“That’s all good and no 
major explosions either. 
There is a growth of cases 
in the community and the 
positivity rates and we’re 
admitting more people…
However, the other good 
thing is it’s not an expo-
nential increase of cases 

either. It’s still big num-
bers, but at the same time 
it didn’t double, so that’s 
good…I guess it’s also 
just realizing that viruses 
like the flu love the cold, 
dry air.”

The differences be-
tween the first and sec-
ond waves has also been 
dramatic in the age range 
and the mystery in which 
how the disease has been 
contracted, Lai-Becker 
said. It is a much young-
er group of people, and 
many of them have been 
doing all the right things 
for the health protocols, 
but somehow got sick 
anyway.

“I want to confirm for 
people that last spring our 
hospital was filled with a 
lot of different populations 
and Nursing Home popu-
lations,” she said. “Now, 
as we look at the start of 
winter, it seems like we 
have plenty of people that 
are 20 or 30 years old. In 
the spring, it felt like the 
30 or 40 year olds were 
in the front line essential 
jobs – like a grocery store 
cashier…This time there 
seems to be just enough 
people saying they don’t 
know where they got it. It 
is a bit of a puzzle. Many 
say they have been do-
ing all the right things for 
the last six months…It’s 
not like they attended a 
200-person wedding.”

Right now, the hospital 
is in an enviable position, 
as they invested in sever-
al different testing plat-
forms and ample testing 
supplies. When people 
come into the Emergen-
cy Room, there is plenty 
of ability to test people 
for the traditional flu and 
COVID-19. That was a 
testament, she said, to 
the Laboratory Depart-
ment at CHA which was 
very scrappy in securing 
testing equipment during 
the surge last spring, and 
then continuing with that 
push through the summer 
so that any second wave 
wouldn’t come without 
supplies – including all of 
the PPE that was missing 
in the spring at times.

Adding onto that the 
fact that the hospital has 
adopted newly-informed 
COVID precautions that 
are constantly changing 
with new discoveries and 
conditions, and Lai-Beck-
er said the hospital is very 
safe and fully supplied. 

“I believe we hit an in-
flection point in the sum-
mer and still are at that 
point where it’s safer in 
the hospital than to go 
grocery shopping,” she 
said, “just because of all 
the precautions everyone 
around you is taking at the 
hospital.”

That, of course, is one 
of the key differences be-
tween then and now. The 

preparations are in place 
and the experience of the 
first time around was so 
valuable that health pro-
fessionals still maintain 
a confidence even as cas-
es do go up week after 
week. That brings about a 
contentious issue regard-
ing another lockdown or 
shutdown, something Dr. 
Lai-Becker said probably 
isn’t necessary again. In-
stead of lockdowns, she 
said it should be more 
about adjusting to the cir-
cumstances as they come 
– being vigilant and going 
back to good habits when 
cases increase.

“Look at the fact that 
hospitals operate and gro-
cery stores operate and 
they do it by wearing a 
mask in the hospital and 
they wash their hands 
thoroughly,” she said. 
“People are still function-
ing. We’re not shut down. 
In a hospital people will 
be able to maintain some 
perspective. It’s not a 
shutdown or a lockdown. 
It’s just adjusting to what 
precautions we’re taking. 
We’re going into winter 
now and viruses love cold, 
dry air. I don’t know why, 
but they do, and we should 
remember that.” 

TESTING 
PLATFORMS 
INVESTMENT
One of the great items 

of readiness marked off on 
the CHA Everett checklist 
is the fact that the hospital 
and the network invest-
ed in testing and testing 
supplies – multiple differ-
ent kinds and platforms 
so that a second wave 
wouldn’t cause the same 
disruption as the first 
wave when testing was in 
short supply.

The Laboratory and Pa-
thology Departments both 
got on waiting lists for 
different analyzing sys-
tems and testing supplies 
in the surge, and then took 
advantage of that place in 
line when their number 
was called in the early 
summer. Then throughout 
the summer they contin-
ued to invest in testing kits 
to be ready for any second 
wave.

It has proven to be a 
good ally now that more 
people are arriving in the 
Emergency Room with 
COVID symptoms. They 
can be quickly tested with 
quick turnarounds – as op-
posed to the spring when 
testing had to be done off-
site and often delayed due 
to supply issues.

“We’re very fortunate 
that our Lab and Pathol-
ogy Department, they 
did not want to take any 
chances of running out 
of any one type of test,” 
she said. “We have sev-
eral different platforms 
and a couple of different 
analyzers. That’s been a 

pretty good boon for us in 
our supply chain…So it’s 
been a lot to run all these 
different types of tests and 
to have enough agents and 
supplies and testing kits 
on hand. We’re positioned 
well.”

To date, since March, 
CHA has done 81,000 
tests and around 4,250 
have come back positive.

COME TO THE 
HOSPITAL
Dr. Lai-Becker said 

they are also encouraging 
people to come to the hos-
pital when they are experi-
encing non-COVID emer-
gencies – such as chest 
pains or stomach pains or 
any other injuries.

She said there was 
a clear message in the 
spring to not come to the 
hospital, but that time has 
passed and they now want 
patients to come in if they 
feel a health issues. Ignor-
ing the emergency visits 
and even check-ups and 
follow-up visits can com-
plicate health problems.

She stressed that the 
hospital is very safe, even 
with the increase in cases 
lately.

“If you’re having chest 
pains, that’s a good rea-
son to come to the hospi-
tal,” she said. “If you have 
belly pain, that’s a good 
reason to come to the hos-
pital. We really want to 
encourage people to come 
to the hospital when they 
need to. It is safe.”

PIONEER CHARTER 
TAKES DIFFERENT 
APPROACH

EVERETT - One of the 
keys so far to a successful 
school year at Everett’s 
Pioneer Charter School 
has been keeping teachers 
in the classroom, even as 
students tune in remotely 
on computers from their 
homes.

Pioneer has taken a dif-
ferent approach than some 
other schools to try to give 
some continuity to the stu-
dents working from home, 
and also to make teach-
ing easier and from a fa-
miliar space. While other 
schools like Everett Pub-
lic Schools don’t require 
teachers in the classroom 
– though some choose to 
do so – Chelsea Schools 
have required teachers to 
teach from the classroom 
two days a week. Howev-
er, Pioneer has taken the 
approach that if the stu-
dents can’t be at school, at 
least they can watch their 
teachers there.

“We thought it was a 
good idea with all our 
students being out of the 
building a long time and 
not having a school struc-
ture in place,” said School 
Executive Director Sanela 
Jonuz. “Teachers had ev-
erything they need right 
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Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS                     PRICE

Wolf, Yvonne D 689 Bennington Street 689 Bennington St #1     $740,000
Gueroussov, Serge Gazis, Jack 70 Bremen St #506        $523,000
Ghosh, Kaushik          Haynes Dev Partners LLC 14-16 Haynes St #101      $669,000
Duncan, Joseph G Haynes Dev Partners LLC 14-16 Haynes St #302       $850,00
 Choe, Jane J Kane, Scott E 16 Leverett Ave #10         $397,000
Consoli, Michael R Tinjaca, Alberto 321-325 Meridian St #3     $320,000
Caban, Karina M Paredes, Consuelo T 212 Saratoga St            $402,347
East Boston AOP LLC Woodbury-Cunard Assoc 191-201 Sumner St           $1,700,000
Verhave, Judith          JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #302           $3,400,000
Shannon Snowden 2018 JDMD Owner LLC 45 Temple St #305         $2,300,000
Fiurger, Andrew Schleibaum, Jeremy      147 Trenton St #2           $490,000

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6
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RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial

See SCHOOLS  Page 2

See CELL Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588
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CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3

T O P  B I L L I N G
Your Ad Here  Call 781 485 0588

REVERE DENTISTRY AND BRACES
General and Cosmetic Dentistry for Adults and Children

370 Broadway • 781-629-9093 • Offers.RevereDentistryAndBraces.com Your Ad HereCall 781 485 0588

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Home for theHome for the  Holidays?Holidays?
More People Home means More Projects, More Painting, More Repairs
Now through February, Advertise in our papers at a rate that can’t be beat! 
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Thomas J. Donovan of 
Winthrop passed away on 
November 18. 

T h o m a s 
loved dogs. 
He was a 
past mem-
ber of the 
VFW and the 

Vice Commander of the 
Orient Heights Yacht 
Club. Thomas was also 
a veteran of the United 
States Navy.  

He was the devoted hus-
band of Mary P. (Cohan) 
Donovan, loving father of 
Ian Donovan, Christine 
Noel, Kara Kelley and 
Erin Kehoe; cherished 
grandfather of Mark, Em-
ily, Julia, Nora, Spencer, 
Kylie and Dannika. 

Family and friends will 
honor Thomas’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga Street, Ori-
ent Heights East Boston 
on Friday, November 27 

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for a memorial service 
celebrating his life.  All 
services will be held in 
accordance with Phase-3 
of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts phased 
reopening plan due to 
COVID-19. Face cover-
ings are required to be 
worn and social distanc-
ing measures are encour-
aged. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.
ruggieromh.com.

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

OBITUARIES

Please visit eastietimes.com

To place a memoriam in the Times 
Free Press, please call 781-485-0588

H. Elaine 
Halkopoulos, Ed.D. 

“HP” 
July 3, 1935 - November 25, 2016

In Loving Memory

4th Anniversary – Remembering “Ms. HP”
Death ends a life…not a relationship.

Your life was a gift –
A growing and loving gift you left with us.

 HP still lives in our hearts –
In the happiness we all knew, &

in the dreams we all shared…
She will always remain our inspiration.

 

 

Lovingly remembered…forever in our
hearts, thoughts & prayers.

Love,
Tony

Michael Angelo Car-
dinale, Jr.,74, of Hudson, 
formerly of East Boston, 
passed away Wednesday, 
November 18 surrounded 
by his family after fighting 
a long battle against Me-
sothelioma.  

Michael was born in 
Boston, the son of the 
late, Michael A. and Flor-
ence (Morello) Cardinale, 
Sr.  He graduated in 1964 
from Boston Trade High 
School, where he studied 
electrical wiring.  Michael 
became a master electri-
cian in 1972 and founded 
Cardinale Electric Co. in 
1973, a business he shared 
with his son, Michael An-
thony since 2003.  Michael 
also served as the Wiring 
Inspector for the Town of 
Hudson for over 25 years.  
All who knew Michael 
will miss him dearly.

He is survived by his 
beloved wife of 47 years, 
Donna (McDonald) Car-
dinale and he was the 

loving father to: LisaMa-
rie Scimemi and her hus-
band, Salvatore of Saugus, 
JoleenRenee and her hus-
band, Matthew Kaestner of 
Shrewsbury and Michael 
Cardinale and his wife, 
Alexandra of Leomin-
ster; adored “Papa” to his 
grandchildren: Rena Lucia 
and Michael Angelo Car-
dinale of Leominster; his 
brother, Nicholas Cardi-
nale of Marlborough and 
by several cousins, nieces, 
nephews and friends.  Mi-
chael was predeceased by 
his sister, Mary Ann Car-
dinale-Parziale.  

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to Tighe 
Hamilton Regional Fu-
neral Home, 50 Central 
Street, Hudson.  A Mass of 
Christian Burial was cel-
ebrated on Monday, No-
vember 23 at St. Michael 
Parish, Hudson followed 
by burial in St. Michael 
Cemetery, Hudson.

Thomas Donovan
Orient Heights Yacht Club 

Vice Commander

John “Bubba” DiGirolamo
Of East Boston

John “Bubba” A. Di-
Girolamo of East Boston 
passed away surrounded 
by his loving family on 
Tuesday, November 17 at 
the age of 63. 

He was the loving 
long-time fiance of Mary 
Bagarella, devoted fa-
ther of Rene, Ashley and 
Christopher Bagarella, 
dear brother of Maria Day 
and her husband, Richard 
and Joseph DiGirolamo; 
adored grandfather of 

Kailee Bright, Salvatore 
LaBella, Avianna Raposo 
and Leah Bagarella and 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 Pandemic, all 
services will be held pri-
vately for the immediate 
family. John will be laid 
to rest in Woodlawn Cem-
etery in Everett. For more 
information please vis-
it www.ruggieromh.com.

Michael Angelo 
Cardinale, Jr.

Master Electrician

Transit riders, workers, 
and community leaders 
came together Thursday, 
Nov. 19, to oppose signif-
icant service and job cuts 
proposed for the MBTA. 
The rolling demonstration 
through downtown Bos-
ton ended with a rally at 
the State Transportation 
Building, and emotional 
testimonials from speak-
ers about the pain these 
cuts will inflict on families 
and communities through-
out the state.

Communities that rely 
on public transit have been 
shaken by recent propos-
als from MBTA execu-
tives to enact devastating 
cuts to the agency, slash-
ing commuter rail, bus, 
subway, and ferry ser-
vice. Public Transit Public 

Good, a broad coalition of 
transit workers and riders, 
organized the rally in ad-
vance of an MBTA hear-
ing that evening.

“The state has been dev-
astated by the coronavirus 
pandemic. People need 
support, not a rollback in 
essential services,” said 
Lee Matsueda, Executive 
Director of Community 
Labor United, which con-
venes the Public Transit 
Public Good coalition. 
“Now more than ever, we 
need a safe, affordable, 
and accessible transit sys-
tem that works for all.”

“Transit justice is social 
justice,” said Jim Evers, 
President, Boston Car-
men’s Union, Local 589. 
“Public transit is a public 
good, and we’re in this 

fight for the long haul.”
“There are many neigh-

borhoods that could be-
come inaccessible without 
adequate public transpor-
tation, limiting the ability 
of people to access critical 
health services,” said Su-
san Backstrom, Member, 
GreenRoots. “The MBTA 
and our elected officials 
need to consider the needs 
of the people in these 
neighborhoods before just 
cutting them off from the 
services they desperately 
need.”

The rally-goers urged 
the FMCB to rethink 
these deep and long-term 
cuts and instead seek new 
revenues. President-Elect 
Biden has pledged hun-
dreds of millions in in-
frastructure investments. 

Here in Massachusetts, 
progressive revenues 
could be generated by 
raising the corporate in-
come tax rate and other 
measures. It is foolish to 
make drastic, long-lasting 
cuts when new resources 
could become available. 
Most of the proposed cuts 
would take place begin-
ning in July 2021. 

Riders throughout the 
MBTA system still take 
hundreds of thousands of 
trips a day to get to work, 
school, medical appoint-
ments, and other import-
ant destinations. The es-
sential workers we rely on 
during the pandemic need 
reliable and uncrowded 
public transportation to 
get to and from work safe-
ly.

Hundreds of jobs will 
be lost if the MBTA’s 
Fiscal Management and 
Control Board votes to 
approve proposed cuts. 
Sweeping layoffs across 
the system would further 
destabilize Massachusetts 
families and communities 
and leave the MBTA un-
able to quickly restart cut 
services as demand for 
public transit rebounds.  

“We’re the ones keep-
ing this system running,” 
said Karen Maxwell, As-
sistant Secretary, Boston 
Carmen’s Union, Local 
589. “Cuts are not accept-
able.”

The pandemic-induced 
drop in fare revenue has 
exacerbated the MBTA’s 
chronic underfunding 
and our Commonwealth’s 

public transit system. In-
stead of cuts, the coalition 
asks the FMCB to focus 
instead on capturing sus-
tainable, progressive, and 
equitable new revenue.”

In its effort to make 
transit safe for our com-
munities, the coalition 
announced that it would 
begin a sweeping adver-
tising campaign hitting 
airwaves next week. Ads 
will air during primetime 
and daytime television 
on top-rated television 
stations, including CNN, 
MSNBC History, and 
CNBC. The campaign 
will also be featured on 
digital platforms.

Workers and riders rally on November 19 for a safe transit system

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced 
$10 million in immediate 
relief and support to in-
dividuals and households 
experiencing severe eco-
nomic hardship due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. The funds, awarded to 
14 organizations through 
the Community Founda-
tions Grant Program for 
COVID-19 Relief, can 
be used for vital services 
such as food security, 
housing and utilities sup-
port, emergency childcare 
and transportation, and 
other unmet needs of the 
community.

 “This pandemic has 
created challenges for 
families across Massachu-
setts, including food inse-
curity, housing instability, 
and a lack of childcare, 
and these grants build 
on the Commonwealth’s 
efforts to help residents 
access these essential 
services and items,” said 
Secretary of Housing and 

Economic Development 
Mike Kennealy.“We ap-
preciate the partnership of 
the Legislature in moving 
this funding forward, and 
applaud the work of so 
many organizations across 
the state helping people to 
access critical aid.”

 “We are pleased to 
award these grants to re-
gional and local organiza-
tions to help achieve goals 
such as keeping people 
in their homes, provid-
ing nourishing food, and 
supporting remote work 
and school,” said Under-
secretary of Housing and 
Community Development 
Jennifer Maddox. “These 
additional resources com-
plement the Eviction 
Diversion Initiative and 
other administration pro-
grams that boost the crit-
ical safety nets for our 
most disadvantaged and 
at-risk communities.”

 The Community Foun-
dation Grant awards con-
tinue the Administration’s 

efforts to support the indi-
viduals and families who 
have been hit especially 
hard during the pandemic, 
and are part of Partner-
ships for Recovery, the 
comprehensive plan to 
stabilize and grow the 
Commonwealth’s econo-
my. These one-time grants 
to community organiza-
tions range from $200,000 
to nearly $1.7 million. 
Each foundation will re-
grant program funds to 
local or regional commu-
nity-based organizations 
that have the capacity to 
efficiently provide imme-
diate relief and support for 
individuals and families.

 The Community Foun-
dations Grant Program 
for COVID-19 Relief was 
authorized under Chapter 
124 of the Acts of 2020 
(Supplemental Budget), to 
grant $10 million in funds 
to eligible Community 
Foundations for imme-
diate COVID-19-related 
needs. Applications were 

evaluated based on both 
the Community Founda-
tion’s history of funded 
activities and proposed 
activities to serve the in-
tended populations, and 
allocations were based on 
a formula determined by 
the demographics identi-
fied in the Supplemental 
Budget language.  The 
program is administered 
by the Executive Office 
of Housing and Econom-
ic Development and the 
Department of Housing 
and Community Develop-
ment.

 “As Massachusetts 
experiences a second 
COVID-19 surge, there are 
so many people suffering 
and in need of help,” said 
Senate President Karen 
Spilka (D-Ashland). “Our 
priorities in the Senate 
have been to provide im-
mediate access to emer-
gency food support, men-
tal health support, rental 
and utility assistance, 
emergency childcare, ed-

ucational support, and 
emergency financial sup-
port for individuals with 
COVID. We are fortunate 
to be able to work with 
outstanding community 
partners such as Founda-
tion for MetroWest to pro-
vide these critical resourc-
es in a timely and effective 
manner.”

“Since the onset of the 
pandemic, the House has 
worked to provide relief 
to the most vulnerable 
among us with funding 
for housing, food securi-
ty, unemployment benefits 
and economic develop-
ment,” said House Speaker 
Robert A. DeLeo (D-Win-
throp).“Our communities 
need support during these 
unprecedented times, and 
these investments will go 
into the hands of groups 
that directly serve those in 
need across the Common-
wealth.” 

 In May 2020, the 
Baker-Polito Administra-
tion created a new Food 

Security Infrastructure 
Grant Program as part 
of a $56 million invest-
ment to combat urgent 
food insecurity for some 
Massachusetts families 
and individuals as a result 
of COVID-19. To date, 
the Administration has 
awarded over $17.7 mil-
lion in grants through four 
rounds of funding, ensur-
ing that Massachusetts’ 
farmers, fishermen and 
other local food producers 
are better connected to a 
strong, resilient food sys-
tem to help mitigate future 
food supply and distribu-
tion disruption.

 The Boston Founda-
tion Boston, Braintree, 
Chelsea, Everett, Lynn, 
Malden, Quincy, Ran-
dolph, Revere, Weymouth 
Housing support, utilities, 
food security, technology 
needs for remote work/
school, transportation 
$1,690,681

Baker-Polito administration announces $10 million to community foundations for immediate COVID-19 relief
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• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

TRITTO 
CONTRACTING

Building, Remodeling, 
Kitchens, Baths, Decks, 

Additions, Roofing, 
Siding, Home Repairs

LICENSED & INSURED 

Mark Tritto 
(617) 401-6539

@trittobuilds

FREE ESTIMATES

We accept all 
major credit cards

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

HELP 

WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED-DEPENDABLE 
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Busy Revere Based transportation 
company. All shifts available, 
transporting passengers,
Our cars/our gas/our clients, call 
Ricky 781-913-6613 or 781-284-1000 
office (leave name and #)
Local geographical knowledge and 
good driving record a must.
--------------

ROOM FOR RENT
Winthrop, Extra small room in quiet 
home, Fully furnished, 50-inch TV 
w/ internet. Off street parking, near 
bus line, Kitchen and yard access, 
Available now
Call Carl
781-426-5454
$800/month + heat

ROOM

FOR RENT

office/storefront SPACE for rent
on revere street, winthrop

TWO SPACES AVAILABLE now
-  1 room accessible thru main 

entrance
- 2 rooms with pvt. entrance

both have access to shared bathroom

Call Donna - 617-224-2024

The Massachusetts 
Department of Transpor-
tation (MassDOT) is re-
minding members of the 
public to plan ahead for 
the upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday week, utilize 
the appropriate technolo-
gy tools to make informed 
decisions, and be aware 
there may be limited pub-
lic amenities on trips due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In addition, travel-
ers should pack essential 
items including face cov-
erings, and, if visiting spe-
cific states, travelers will 
be required to quarantine 
for 14 days upon return to 
Massachusetts.

“As per the CDC’s 
strong recommenda-
tion, we are asking peo-
ple not to travel for 
Thanksgiving because 
of Covid-19,” said High-
way Administrator Jon-
athan Gulliver, adding, 
“But if you must be on 
the roadway, you are ad-
vised to plan ahead, min-
imize stops, be aware of 
all out-of-state quarantine 
requirements, wear a face 
covering if you are travel-
ing with someone not liv-
ing in your household, and 
take all necessary precau-
tions to protect yourself 
and your family.”

The Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts has in-
formation about the pan-
demic and regulations 
pertaining to COVID-19, 
including the need to quar-
antine for 14 days when 
returning to Massachu-
setts after visiting specific 
states. Information can be 
found at: www.mass.gov/
coronavirus.

The High Occupan-
cy Vehicle (HOV) lane 

on I-93 between Boston 
and Quincy will extend 
its hours to be open from 
2 to 8 p.m., on Tuesday, 
Nov. 24, and from 1 to 8 
p.m., on Wednesday, Nov. 
25. The HOV lane will be 
closed on Thursday, Nov. 
26, and Friday, Nov. 27, 
and will resume normal 
operations on Monday, 
Nov. 30.  Meanwhile, the 
Sumner Tunnel swing 
lane continues to remain 
suspended until further 
notice.

For information about 
MBTA schedules on 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, 
and Thursday, Nov. 26, 
please visit:www.mbta.
com/holidays. Customers 
are reminded that face 
masks or face coverings 
are required while on-
board MBTA vehicles and 
within the MBTA system. 
For more information and 
travel tips, please vis-
it www.mbta.com/ridesaf-
er. 

The public is reminded 
that Thursday, Nov. 26, is 
a state holiday and among 
offices closed are those of 
the Registry of Motor Ve-
hicles. Customer service 
centers which have been 
open during the pandemic 
will reopen by appoint-
ment only on Friday, Nov. 
27.

Meanwhile, AAA mem-
bers may visit any AAA 
location by appointment 
for some Registry trans-
actions and more than 40 
Registry transactions can 
be done online: www.
mass.gov/RMV.

Massport is expecting 
an increase in passengers 
at Boston Logan Interna-
tional Airport around the 
holiday.

The Authority has taken 
a number of precautions at 
Logan International Air-
port in order to ensure 
passengers have a safe and 
healthy travel experience. 
These initiatives include:

• Enhanced clean-
ing efforts, focusing on 
high-traffic touch points 
throughout the terminals, 
walkways, baggage and 
garage facilities;

• Face coverings are 
now required for all pas-
sengers and visitors while 
at the airport;

• There are a number of 
floor markers and signage 
in place to remind pas-
sengers to maintain social 
distancing;

• Airline ticket count-
ers and boarding areas, as 
well as concessions and 
TSA checkpoints all have 
touchless transactions;

• All bathrooms are now 
equipped with touchless 
soap and water dispensers, 
and touchless hand sani-
tizer stations are located 
throughout each terminal;

• Travelers departing 
from Logan should be 
aware of any travel re-
strictions at their destina-
tion;

• Travelers arriving at 
Logan Airport should be 
aware the Commonwealth 
is asking visitors to fill 
out an online travel form, 
to self-quarantine for 14 
days or produce a nega-
tive coronavirus test. The 
online form and more in-
formation can be found 
here:

www.mass.gov/forms/
massachusetts-travel-form

• Coronavirus testing 
is now available at Lo-
gan Airport’s Terminal E 
Arrivals area. The testing 

facility, known as XPres-
Check, is offering a poly-
merase chain reaction 
(PCR) or nasal swab test, 
a blood antibody test, and 
will soon offer the rapid 
test.

 Drivers are reminded 
that if transporting other 
people who are not in the 
immediate family, face 
coverings should be word 
by everyone in that vehi-
cle.  For traffic and road 
conditions, drivers may 
use the following options 
to make decisions:

• Download Mass-
DOT’s GoTime mobile 
app and view real-time 
traffic conditions before 
setting out on the road.

• Visit www.mass511.
com to view travel times, 
road construction, traf-
fic alerts or crashes along 
a route. Incidents, road 
closures, lane closures, 
real-time live traffic cam-
eras, and weather alerts/
forecasts, can all be 
viewed on the interactive 
live Traffic Map.

• Dial 511 from a land-
line or cell phone to hear 
information on current 
conditions on major road-
ways.

• Register for a Mass511 
account to create and per-
sonalize routes and alerts 
to be notified of events 
on those routes ahead of 
time.

• Follow MassDOT on 
Twitter @MassDOT to 
find out about impacts on 
traffic flow on major state 
highways.

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transporta-
tion wishes all members 
of the public a safe and 
enjoyable holiday.

 MassDOT advisory for Thanksgiving holiday travel

Boston residents preferred 
Start immediately. 
Call 617-212-2268 

for more information.

LICENSED PLUMBERS 
WANTED

On Wednesday, Nov. 
18, the 10th annual Ul-
timate Tailgate Party to 
benefit Lovin’ Spoonfuls 
(sponsored by Constant 
Contact, Tito’s Hand-
made Vodka and Whole 
Foods Market) drew over 
300 attendees to celebrate 
Spoonfuls’ impact over 
the last year and to gen-
erate ongoing support for 
Spoonfuls’ food rescue 
operations.

Lovin’ Spoonfuls res-
cues and delivers rough-
ly 85,000 pounds of food 
to those in need each 
week throughout Greater 
Boston, MetroWest and 
Hampden County (Spring-
field). With over $100,000 
raised on Nov. 18, do-
nations from the Virtual 
Tailgate along with con-
tributions through Dec. 1 
will be matched dollar for 
dollar, up to $30,000, by 

Tito’s Handmade Vodka 
and Constant Contact. For 
every $1 donated, Spoon-
fuls is able to rescue three 
pounds of food, enough to 
feed one person for a day.

“For us, 2020 was sup-
posed to be our 10-year 
anniversary and what a 
milestone that is. Tail-
gate is, and always has 
been, my favorite part of 
the year, since the begin-
ning. And as we realized 

it would have to take a 
different shape this year, I 
was pretty disappointed,” 
said founder and execu-
tive director Ashley Stan-
ley during the program. 
“Tonight though, all I 
feel is gratitude because, 
while tonight isn’t what 
we envisioned, it’s exact-
ly what it should be. It’s 
about something bigger. 
It’s about all of us. And 
it’s about the others.”

Lovin’ Spoonfuls’ 10th annual ultimate tailgate party brings 
together over 300 attendees virtually in support of food rescue

---------------------
ROOM FOR RENT
Chelsea
Available Now
Spacious Private Fully Furnished Room
3 floors, 3 Bathrooms
Landry in Building
Next to Bus, Train Station, Super-
market
$850/Month Includes Utilities 
Call Maria 617-312-9467
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