
By John Lynds

Tree Eastie, an organi-
zation that has been trying 
to rekindle the neighbor-
hood’s grassroots effort 
to get more trees planted 
in the neighborhood, has 
been working with NOAH 
(Neighborhood of Afford-
able Housing) youth over 

the past year to document 
open tree pits, to care for 
street trees, and to get new 
trees planted in the neigh-
borhood.

The collaboration has 
been part of a years-long 
effort to increase Eastie’s 
tree canopy and improve 
the health and beauty of 
the neighborhood. 

Last week Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh and the Boston 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment announced that 
the city will partner with 
Tree Eastie and other local 
groups across the city to 
find a consultant and part-
ner that can help create an 
equitable vision for the 
protection and expansion 
of the City’s tree canopy.

The city recently put 
out a Request for Pro-
posals (RFP) seeking this 
partner and consultant. 

Walsh said the selected 
consultant will support a 
transparent planning pro-
cess that recognizes and 
supports communities like 
Eastie that have been dis-

By John Lynds

Despite meeting with 
residents and several com-
munity groups who ex-
pressed concern over the 
scale and scope of a pro-
posed project on Bremen 
Street, the Davis Compa-
nies filed a Letter of Intent 
with the Boston Planning 
and Development Agency 
(BPDA) last week calling 
for the construction of 471 
units of housing on a se-
ries of parking lots owned 
by the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
(EBNHC). 

The Davis Company 
and EBNHC recently an-
nounced a partnership to 
redevelop four parcels 
along Breman and Orle-
ans Streets used for Health 
Center employee parking 

into a mixed-use develop-
ment. The four parcels of 
land are located at 75-115 
Bremen Street, 135B Bre-
men Street, 147-163 Orle-
ans Street, and 164 Orle-
ans Street, respectively. 

According to the Letter 
of Intent submitted to the 
BPDA the project consists 
of 471 residential units, of 
which approximately 451 
are expected to be rental 
units and approximately 
20 are expected to be con-
dominium townhomes at 
the 75-115 Bremen Street 
parcel. The project will 
also include the creation 
of a total of approximately 
172 parking spaces at the 
ground level or below-
ground at each building. 
The proposal also calls for 
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Due to the Monday, Oct. 

12th  Columbus Day 
Holiday, Trash will be 
delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Sorry 

We’re Closed

The Independent Newspaper Group 
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October 11, 2020
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By John Lynds

Amid a global pandem-
ic, historic racial unrest 
and a faltering economy, 
voters will head to the polls 
on November 3 during 
arguably one of the most 
contentious U.S. Presiden-
tial elections since 1860. 

Last week, Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh reminded East 
Boston residents and res-
idents across the city that 
voter registration deadline 
for the Nov. 3 election is 
October 24 and registered 
voters can begin early 
voting in the Presidential 
election later this month. 

Walsh also announced 
that early voting in Bos-
ton will begin on Saturday, 
Oct. 17 and end on Friday 

Oct. 30. 
In Eastie, the city has 

expanded early voting op-
erations in the neighbor-
hood. 

“We now have 27 
unique sites across the city 
where you can vote early 
and in-person, including 
City Hall,” said Walsh. 
“All of these locations, 
during the early voting 
period, are open to all reg-
istered voters in Boston. 
You can vote at any one of 
them.”

In Eastie early vot-
ing will take place at the 
BCYF Paris Street Gym-
nasium at 112 Paris Street. 

The site will be open 
for early voting on Satur-

Early voting 
to kick off 
October 17

Davis Companies file Letter of Intent 
for Bremen Street parking lots

One of the parcels along Bremen Street being used for 
EBNHC employee parking that the Davis Companies hopes 
to redevelop into a large-scale mixed-use development. 

See VOTING Page 3

By John Lynds

Two weeks ago the Bos-
ton Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) 
approved the largest sin-
gle development in Bos-
ton’s history. 

After several years of 
community meetings and 
negotiations with resi-
dents and city officials, 
Mayor Martin Walsh said 
the BPDA approved proj-
ect represents a great op-
portunity for the commu-
nity and City of Boston 
to address many issues 
outlined in the Mayor’s 
Imagine Boston 2030 ini-
tiative. 

“Identified in Imagine 
Boston 2030 as a unique 
opportunity for growth, 
the newly-approved Suf-
folk Downs Redevelop-
ment will bring thousands 
of jobs and affordable 
and market-rate housing 
units to East Boston, ad-
vance our climate resilien-
cy goals, invest in public 
transit infrastructure, and 
create new public spaces 
for everyone to enjoy,” 
said Walsh. 

Walsh pointed to many 
of the provisos negotiat-
ed between the developer, 
HYM Investment Group, 
and the community that 
will help address the city’s 
affordable housing short-
age as well as displace-
ment happening right now 
in Eastie.  

These provisos in-
cluded an agreement to 
increase the affordable 
housing component from 
the 13 percent minimum 
required by the BPDA to 
20 percent. This will mean 
nearly 2,000 units at the 
site will be set aside as 
‘affordable’ units. 

There’s a $5 million 
housing stabilization fund 
independently controlled 
by local board to be an-
nounced with continued 

Walsh weighs 
in on Suffolk 
Downs BPDA 
approval

Officials set goals to increase tree canopy

By John Lynds

Each year in October 
runners would get dressed 
in Halloween Costumes 
and head down to Bremen 
Street Park to take part in 
the East Boston YMCA’s 
annual “East BOOston 
5K” road race and fund-
raiser. 

However, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
put a halt to in-person 
fundraisers for many East-
ie nonprofits and the Y’s 
annual 5K is no different 
and has been forced to be 
creative. 

“For individuals and 
families across East Bos-
ton, 2020 has presented 
us with adversity that has 
challenged us all,” said 
East Boston Y Execu-
tive Director Joe Gaeta. 
“This fall, the East Boston 
YMCA aims to help our 
community grow stron-
ger together by engaging 
our neighbors in a virtual 
wellness and communi-
ty-building experience 
that spans nine days and 
directly benefits the East 
Boston community.”

Gaeta said this year the 
Y will be taking a break 

from its traditional fun 
filled East BOOston 5K 
and is inviting the com-
munity to take part in a 
new virtual 5K. 

“From October 10-18, 
we invite everyone to par-
ticipate in our “Together 
We Run 5K Run/Walk,” 
said Gaeta. “The course 
will take you from the en-
trance of the Y to beautiful 
Piers Park via the Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway 
back to the East Boston 
Public Library. This is an 
all age’s family event that 

YMCA’s annual 5K goes virtual

The annual road race usually 
draws hundreds of runners that 
get dressed up in Halloween 
Costumes in the spirit of the 
spooky holiday. Virtual runners 
can complete the race at their 
own leisure over 9 days. Cos-
tumes are still encouraged. 

See YMCA Page 3
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to 

submit    engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 
deb@reverejournal.com
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MAKE THE MOST OF THE 

LONG WEEKEND

The arrival of Columbus Day means that the fall sea-
son squarely is upon us, the time of year that has special 
meaning for all of us in New England, even amidst a 
pandemic.

With the weatherman forecasting a beautiful week-
end with warm temperatures and sunny skies, we hope 
that as many of our readers as possible will be able to 
partake of the simple pleasures of a hike in the woods or 
a long drive to enjoy the crisp, clean air and the autumn 
colors.

We realize that for each and every one of our fellow 
Americans, this is a time of high anxiety on so many 
levels, and that we have been living this way for the past 
seven months -- with more to come.

But each of us must find a way to deal with the stress-
ful times in which we find ourselves. From our experi-
ence, enjoying the great outdoors with our friends and 
family is the best prescription for de-stressing in any 
situation.

We urge all of our readers to make the most of the 
long weekend while we have the chance to do so before 
the colder weather of winter sets in. 

Take a long walk, preferably a hike, whether along 
the shore, or in the mountains, or even as nearby as the 
Blue Hills. We promise that just being outside and tak-
ing in the natural world in the crisp air, away from the 
noise of our daily lives, will do wonders for our emo-
tional and physical well-being.

TWTWTW X 100

In the 1960s there was a TV show, That Was The 
Week That Was (also known as TW3), that took a satir-
ical look at that week’s news events. 

However, this past week’s events have moved from 
the realm of farce to dangerousness, both on an individ-
ual and collective level, for all Americans.

We are speaking of two comments made by President 
Trump in the past seven days.

The first occurred in the presidential debate when 
Trump squarely was asked if he would denounce white 
supremacist groups.

Trump did not do so, and instead told these far-right, 
extremist, hate groups to “Stand back and stand by,” a 
virtual clarion call for them to sow disruption before 
and after the election.

The second took place a few days later when Trump 
was about to be released from the hospital after his 
treatment for the coronavirus and he made this incredi-
ble statement via Twitter: 

“Don’t be afraid of covid. Don’t let it dominate 
your life” -- thereby completely ignoring the 210,000 
Americans who already have lost their lives because of 
COVID-19 (with another 200,000 deaths predicted by 
the end of this year), not to mention the large number of 
the White House staff who have contracted the disease.

In light of Trump’s comments, we urge our readers to 
do two things:

First and foremost, always wear a mask and stay at 
least six feet apart from other people, even outdoors, to 
ensure the safety of yourself and others from COVID-19.

Second, be sure to register to vote. The deadline in 
Massachusetts is October 24 and is easily doable on-
line (just type “Register to vote in Mass.” into Google).

Each of us has the power to change the trajectory of 
America’s future.

Guest Op-Ed

Something needs to be done about evictions
By Shane Fowler

Hundreds of thou-
sands of Massachusetts 
residents are at risk of 
displacement and home-
lessness if evictions are 
allowed to continue un-
abated without any pro-
tections from the legisla-
ture. Massachusetts has 
deployed various strate-
gies to mitigate the harms 
from the COVID-19 pan-
demic, but its most effec-
tive strategy, a state-wide 
moratorium on housing 
evictions, is set to ex-
pire on October 17. Last 
week, Governor Charlie 
Baker announced his un-
willingness to extend the 
moratorium; in doing so, 
the Governor removed 
the crutch keeping the 
system upright. With 
evictions set to resume, 
the housing crisis that 
loomed over the state is 
now here. The next great 
public health crisis has 
arrived, and Massachu-
setts is unprepared.

Recent predictions 
suggest that 21 percent 
of renter-households in 
Massachusetts, repre-
senting close to half a 
million people, could 
be at risk of eviction by 
the end of the year. Em-
ployment disruptions and 
lost income due to the 
pandemic have stymied 
renters’ ability to keep up 
on payments. According 
to tabulations of the Cen-
sus Bureau’s Household 
Pulse Survey, 15 percent 
of Massachusetts rent-
ers, representing 348,000 
people in 151,000 house-
holds, were behind on 

rent. Notably, due to per-
sistent housing discrimi-
nation, Black and Latinx 
households are dispro-
portionately affected.

 An avalanche of evic-
tions will overwhelm our 
legal system. The Boston 
Bar Association reported 
in 2019 that tenants are 
unrepresented in 91.3 
percent of eviction cases. 
Anecdotally, at the Har-
vard Legal Aid Bureau, 
the second largest legal 
aid provider in Boston, 
we only have the capaci-
ty for about 60 individual 
housing cases at once. As 
a result, the bulk of ten-
ants facing eviction will 
be forced to represent 
themselves. The inequi-
ties of this arrangement 
become blindly apparent 
when pro-se defendants 
are forced to litigate 
against institutional land-
lord lawyers. 

Further, housing 
courts will be expected 
to juggle an unprecedent-
ed amount of cases in 
unprecedented circum-
stances after the morato-
rium expires. Consider-
ing valid safety concerns, 
housing courts will need 
to rely on virtual hearings 
and trials at the expense 
of low-income tenants 
that may not have the 
requisite technology. The 
issues highlighted raise 
due process concerns, 
a core principle of our 
legal system, and likely 
will lead to miscarriages 
of housing justice.

Housing is a human 
right, but when we tol-
erate anything less there 

are societal consequenc-
es. Housing instability 
increases public costs. 
For example, a 2018 
study found that unstable 
housing among families 
with children will cost 
the U.S. $111 billion in 
avoidable health and edu-
cation expenditures over 
the next 10 years. Hous-
ing instability is deeply 
intertwined with many 
social, economic, and 
health issues. It negative-
ly affects an individual’s 
ability to maintain a job, 
acquire a quality educa-
tion, or routinely secure 
food. Housing instability 
leads to overcrowding 
and homelessness.

Overcrowded housing 
is closely-related to el-
evated COVID-19 rates 
in communities. Home-
lessness is not only a 
moral tragedy, but also 
impacts the availability 
of healthcare resources, 
magnifies a community’s 
reliance on police, and 
harms business and tour-
ist attractions, particular-
ly downtown. If we do 
nothing in this moment, 
we negligently contrib-
ute to our country’s hous-
ing injustice.

For all these reasons, 
the Commonwealth 
needs to pass the Hous-
ing Stability Act. The 
Housing Stability Act 
– Bill H.4874 - offers a 
systemic solution to pre-
vent the ensuing flood of 
evictions. The Act guar-
antees housing stability 
during the COVID-19 
crisis by banning evic-
tions due to nonpayment 

of rent for any tenant 
unable to pay directly or 
indirectly because of the 
COVID-19 crisis. The 
eviction ban covers rent 
due at the start of the 
COVID-19 state of emer-
gency through 12 months 
after the state of emer-
gency has ended. The Act 
also protects homeown-
ers and small landlords 
by banning foreclosures 
due to missed mortgage 
payments throughout the 
same period. 

Finally, the Act es-
tablishes an Oversight 
and Advisory Board of 
members from the hard-
est hit communities to 
make recommendations 
on how the COVID-19 
Housing Stability and 
Recovery fund is admin-
istered.

The positive effects 
of the Housing Stability 
Act are obvious: more 
protections for tenants 
and homeowners; less 
homelessness for adults 
and children; finally, 
less pain and despair 
in the Commonwealth. 
The novel coronavirus 
has upended our way of 
life. But we should not 
let it uproot folks from 
their homes. To stop the 
imminent housing crisis, 
please act by calling your 
legislator in the Massa-
chusetts State House and 
urge them to vote yes for 
Bill H.4878.

Shane Fowler is a 
third year law student at 
Harvard Law School. He 
is the Housing Co-Chair 
of the Harvard Legal Aid 
Bureau.

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing address is 

385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax number is  
781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.  
Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.
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approximately 4,400 of 
ground floor retail space 
in two of the buildings at 
135 Bremen Street and 
164 Orleans Street intend-
ed to “attract independent 
entrepreneurs”. 

At several East Boston 
virtual community group 
meetings over the sum-
mer, residents and com-
munity leaders expressed 
their opposition to the Da-
vis Companies first archi-
tectural drawings for the 
large-scale development, 
which abuts the Mary El-
len Welch Greenway.

The size, scope and 
scale of the development 
worried Friends of the 
Mary Ellen Welch Gre-
enway members and res-
idents that the proposed 
seven-story buildings 
would cast a portion of the 
bright and sunny green-
way into darkness.

“With a promised wall 
of seven-story high build-
ings, this puts the Green-
way into total darkness for 
a very long stretch,” said 
Friends of the Mary Ellen 
Welch Greenway member 
Gail Miller “This is a non 
starter for me. Proposing 
70 ft. high buildings along 
the Mary Ellen Greenway 
creating shadows and put-
ting the greenway in shade 
is absolutely unaccept-

able.”
Over the summer Ea-

gle Hill Civic Association 
President and Friends of 
the Mary Ellen Welch 
Greenway member Deb-
ra Cave said when the 
proposal was pitched to 
the greenway council the 
board was aghast at the 
size of the buildings.

“We thought it was to-
tally unacceptable at that 
height and scale,” said 
Cave.

In their filing with the 
BPDA, the Davis Compa-
nies said three of the four 
proposed buildings lo-
cated closest to the Mary 
Ellen Welsh Greenway 
are designed to step back 
away from the Greenway. 
These buildings will range 
in height from three to four 
stories to seven stories. 

However, in his letter to 
the BPDA the Davis Com-
panies Managing Director 
and Chief Development 
Officer Michael Cantalupa 
said an important element 
of the project will be the 
redesign and reconstruc-
tion of the Gove Street 
plaza between the 75-115 
Bremen Street and 135B 
Bremen Street buildings 
to include enhanced land-
scaped improvements, 
more seating opportunities 
for the public, and a more 

enjoyable public space. 
This element aims to en-
hance the adjacent Mary 
Ellen Welch Greenway. 

“The plaza currently 
comprises about 16,500 
square feet of paved and 
landscaped area, and the 
project will include ap-
proximately 2,560 square 
feet of additional plaza 
area, including benched 
seating for the public to 
enjoy,” wrote Cantalupa.  
“An additional element of 
the project is the creation 
of a “tabletop” at the inter-
section of Gove and Bre-
men Streets adjacent to 
the newly improved Gove 
Street plaza, to enhance 
pedestrian safety and con-
nectivity in the area.”

day, Oct. 17 from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Sunday, Oct. 18 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Tuesday, Oct. 20 from 12 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

“Every voting site will 
be prepared for health and 
safety, with social distanc-
ing, cleaning, and PPE,” 
said Walsh. “If you would 
like to vote by mail, and 
you haven’t submitted 
your ballot application 
yet, you can do so until 
October 28. You can now 
apply online at the Sec-
retary of State’s website. 
The Election Department 
has started mailing out the 
first vote-by-mail ballots 
to those who requested one 
this week, and will contin-
ue to do so as applications 
are received. When you 
get your ballot, you should 
complete it, sign it, and re-
turn it with the envelope 
as soon as possible. It’s 
important to follow the 
instructions, step by step. 
You can mail it in as long 
as it is postmarked by No-
vember 3 and received by 
the Election Department 
by November 6.”

Voters can also depos-
it vote-by-mail ballots at 
any early voting location 
while it is open for voting 
or at Eastie’s ballot drop-
box. Eastie’s ballot drop-
box is located at the East 
Boston Branch Library, 
365 Bremen Street. The 
dropbox will be available 
seven days a week until 8 
p.m. 

On the Nov. 3 ballot in 
Eastie are the following 
election and candidates; 

President of the United 
States

Republican Party
Donald Trump (Incum-

bent)
Mike Pence (Running 

mate)
Democratic Party
Joe Biden
Kamala D. Harris (Run-

ning mate)
Green Party
Howie Hawkins
Angela Nicole Walker 

(Running mate)
Libertarian Party
Jo Jorgensen
Spike Cohen (Running 

mate)
Congress
U.S. House Massachu-

setts District 7
Democratic Party
Ayanna Pressley (In-

cumbent)
Republican Party
Rayla Campbell (Write-

in)
Independent
Roy Owens
Unenrolled
Janine Balistreri (Write-

in)
U.S. Senate Massachu-

setts
Democratic Party
Edward J. Markey (In-

cumbent)
Republican Party
Kevin O’Connor
Massachusetts House 

of Representatives 1st 
Suffolk District

Democratic Party
Adrian Madaro (Incum-

bent)
Suffolk County Regis-

ter of Probate
Democratic Party
Felix Arroyo (Incum-

bent)
Independent
Althea Garrison
Independent
Melissa Tyler
Massachusetts State 

Senate 1st Suffolk and 
Middlesex District

Democratic Party
Joseph Boncore (In-

cumbent)
Massachusetts Gover-

nor’s Council District 6
Democratic Party
Terrence Kennedy (In-

cumbent)

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 
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Parking //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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Voting //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SIMPLY FREE CHECKING
MAKES LIFE SIMPLE

• Instant Issue ATM/VISA® check card
  with access to Allpoint® network

• Online Banking, Bill Pay
  and e-Statements

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT AND YOU’LL RECEIVE FREE:

• Mobile Banking, People Pay
  and Mobile Check Deposit

• Plus, get your FREE GIFT when you    
  open any new checking account!

800.657.3272    EBSB.com
$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of fees for details. 
Free gift is awarded when account is opened. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is 
required to report the gift value on form 1099-INT. The recipient is responsible for all applicable taxes. Bank rules and 
regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
 NMLS # 457291

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank

funding over the course of 
the project to help address 
the neighborhood’s dis-
placement issues. Within 
that is immediate rent re-
lief for Eastie families up 
to $800,000, with another 
$400,000 coming soon. 

As far as job creation 
and future job growth 
HYM agrees to a Project 
Labor Agreement to guar-
antee union jobs for the 
construction and pledged 

$1 million for workforce 
development and ESL 
classes for Eastie families. 

Another $1 million for 
apprenticeship programs 
to get Eastie residents 
into the trades as well as 
expanded vocational edu-
cation for East Boston res-
idents and priority in the 
hiring process

“I want to thank the 
many community mem-
bers who participated in 

the public process and 
worked alongside the 
Boston Planning & De-
velopment Agency and 
development team over 
the past three years,” said 
Walsh. “Your engagement 
has helped shape the vi-
sion for this site and has 
led to a better project that 
reflects the needs of the 
neighborhood.”

Walsh //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Janine (Adiletto) Bal-
istreri announces that she 
is a write-in candidate for  
Tuesday,  Nov 3, 2020 
for U.S. Representative 
of MA, District 7, unen-
rolled. 

Janine Balistreri, a 
lifetime Massachusetts 
resident. Born in Everett, 
MA, and raised in Everett 
and Medford. Mother of 
two daughters and grand-
mother of three grandchil-
dren.

 A graduate of Bunker 
Hill Community College 
with an Associate De-
gree in Liberal Arts and 
a Paralegal Certificate in 
law. Currently working 
on an Associate Degree in 

Criminal Justice. A former 
United States Homeland 
security agent at TSA. 

 “It is my honor and 
privilege to be a Write-in 
candidate for District 7, I 
will work for you.”

“We the People need to 
remember that Freedom is 
not Free“ I think of myself 
as a Patriot and remember 
all the past Patriots.” 

 My priorities will be 
if elected, to work toward 
getting money and re-
sources for district 7. To 
be a voice for the people. 

I would be honored to 
be your U.S. Representa-
tive of MA, District 7. 

Please Write-In Janine 
Balistreri on Tuesday, 

Nov 3, 2020
Thank you in advance. 
Facebook: Janine Balis-

treri for Congress
Twitter: Janine Balistre-

ri for Congress
Website: janineloves-

boston.com
https://ballotpedia.org/

Janine_Balistreri

Janine Balistreri announces her write-in 
candidacy  for  U.S. Representative, District 7

Janine (Adiletto) Balistreri.

can be done at your own 
leisure during the 9 days.”

During the 5K week, 
the Y will host physically 
distanced water sports, so-
cial media activities and a 
walkthrough photo booth. 
Each completion of the 
5K gives the participant 
a raffle ticket with the 
chance to win over $3,000 
is prizes that range from 
gift cards to a Staycation 
at the Hilton Logan Air-
port. 

Gaeta said all funds 
raised for the 5K stay in 
Eastie and will help the Y 
continue its food insecuri-
ty program. 

“To this date, we have 
served over 300,000 meals 
and over 30,000 pantry 
bags to the community,” 
said Gaeta. 

Those interested can 
register at www.race-
menu.com/togetherwerun 
and make sure to select 
“East Boston YMCA” 
when asked which neigh-
borhood to support.

“The Y has had to pivot 
on many accounts since 
March from food service 
to Emergency Child care 
but we have been with 
the community every step 

of the way,” said Gaeta. 
“Our virtual 5k brings a 
healthy distraction for the 
community as they help 
us continue our food pro-
gram. We have seen the 
need for food grow week 
after week here in East 
Boston. Each registration 
to the 5K directly helps 
us continue this program. 

Community support is the 
backbone of the Y and we 
couldn’t achieve all we 
have without East Bos-
ton.”

Gaeta added that partic-
ipants will still get some 
5K swag for participating. 

“Don’t worry we will 
still have a cool t-shirt this 
year,” he said. 

YMCA //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Runners during the East Boston YMCA’s 2019 “East BOOs-
ton 5K” road race and fundraiser. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has forced the Y to hold the race virtually
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Happy Columbus DayHappy Columbus Day
State Representative Adrian MadaroState Representative Adrian Madaro

Paid Political Advertisementv

MARCH
TUESDAY

ELECTION 
DAY

31

ADRIANMADARO.COM
ADRIANFORREP @ADRIANMADARO

Thank you  
East Boston!

I am honored  
and grateful  

for your support.

Happy 
Columbus Day
CHANNEL FISHCHANNEL FISH

370 East Eagle Street
East Boston, MA
617-569-3200

 The East Boston Times-Free 
Press is privileged to publish 

this map of Italy which 
designates the regions of that 

wonderful land where our 
Italian-American neighbors 

can trace their roots 

Happy Italian Heritage Month
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Below is a list of the families who emigrated from Italy to America. You can use this, combined 
with the map on the reverse side of this page to see where your ancestors once lived in Italy.

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol
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As we celebrate Octo-
ber as Italian Heritage 
Month, the Italian Ameri-
can Alliance is pleased to 
release its list of the one 
hundred most influential 
Italian-Americans in Mas-
sachusetts.

The list is as follows
• Judge Peter Agnes, 

One of the original found-
ers of October as Italian 
Heritage Month

• Atty. James Aloi-
si, Former Secretary of 
Transportation, former 
member of Mass. Port Au-
thority and Mass Turnpike 
Authority, author, trans-
portation expert

• Enzo Amara, Teacher, 
broadcaster, activist

• Joe Andruzzi, Patriots 
football star and creator of 
the New England Founda-
tion to help cancer patients 
and their families

• Mark Bavaro, Great 
tight end “All American” 
for the Fighting Irish of 
Notre Dame, “All Pro” 
for the New York Giants, 
and winner in two Super 
Bowls

• Carmelita Bello, for-
mer state president of the 
Sons and Daughters of It-
aly, and advocate for the 
ALLIANCE in Worcester

• Francis X. Bellotti, 
Former Lt. Governor of 
Massachusetts and former 
Attorney General of Mas-
sachusetts

• Dorothy Berlandi, 
Popular activist, former 
State Trustee of the Sons 
and Daughters of Italy, 
Journalist

• Dr. Luciana Burdi, 
Deputy Director of Mass 
Port for Capital Programs 
and Environmental Affairs

• Dr. Peter Campisano, 
(Army Col., ret) hospital 
administrator, author, fac-
ulty at U.S. War College

• Jeannine Camarda, 
Activist, President of the 
Salem Sons and Daughters 
of Italy Lodge

• Maria Capogreco, 
Treasurer of the Pirandello 
Lyceum

• Lisa Cappuccio, Presi-
dent of Italia Unita, author

• Atty. Guy Carbone, 
Former MDC Commis-
sioner, Chief Engineer 
for the Commonwealth’s 
Government Center Com-
mission responsible for the 

design and construction 
of state buildings in Bos-
ton’s Government Center; 
Chairman of the Building 
Committee of the Dante 
Alighieri Society

• Candy Mero-Carlson, 
Worcester City Council-
or and defender of Italian 
Heritage

• Rosario Cascio, Art 
educator, activist for main-
taining Italian culture in 
America, past President 
and Board Chairman of 
the Pirandello Lyceum

• Yolanda Cellucci, 
Italian American activist, 
philanthropist, fashion ex-
pert

• Dr. Francesco C. 
Cesareo, President of 
Assumption College in 
Worcester

• Atty. Aldo Cipriani, 
Advocate, activist. Munic-
ipal Law Expert

• Donna Colorio, 
Worcester City Council-
or and defender of Italian 
Heritage

• Michael Colomba, 
Italian American activist, 
philanthropist, contractor, 
restaurateur 

• Frank Conte, Publish-
er, policy analyst, journal-
ist

• Matt Conti, Photogra-
pher and founder of North 
End Waterfront News

• Dr. John Christoforo, 
Professor, author, colum-
nist

• Dr. Ralph D’Agostino, 
Former Chairman of the 
Mathematics and Statis-
tics Department of Boston 
University

• Dr. Edith G. DeAnge-
lis, Author, educator, past 
President of the East Bos-
ton Recreation Master 
Planning Land Use Advi-
sory Council

• Larry DiCara, former 
President of the Boston 
City Council, author, pro-
fessor, community leader

• Dr. Richard DeCristo-
faro, President of Quincy 
College and former Su-
perintendent of the Quincy 
public school system

• Rep. Robert DeLeo, 
Speaker of the Massachu-
setts House of Representa-
tives

• Tony DeMarco, 
(Leonard Liotta) World 
Welterweight Champion, 
Boxing International Hall 

of Fame
• Atty. Al DeNapoli, 

Philanthropist, and ef-
fective activist for Ital-
ian-American causes

• Marilyn Petitto Dev-
aney, Mass. Governor’s 
Council since 1999. The 
first Italian American 
woman ever elected to the 
Governor’s Council since 
it was established in 1780

• Senator Sal DiDomen-
ico, Asst. Majority Leader 
in the Mass. State Senate

• John DiBiaso, Famed 
football and basketball 
coach at Catholic Me-
morial and Everett High 
Schools 

• Ray DiFiore, Activ-
ist, and former President 
of the Feast of the Three 
Saints in Lawrence

• Maria Scippa D’Itria, 
Educator, community ac-
tivist, former President of 
the Boston Women’s Her-
itage Trail

• Nicholas S. DiMa-
si, Director of Economic 
Analysis at the Tufts Cen-
ter for the Study of Drug 
Development. Noted ex-
pert on the economics of 
the pharmaceutical indus-
try

• Richard A. Dimino, 
President A Better City, 
vice chair of the Boston 
Harbor Commission

• Debra DiGregorio, 
Publisher of the East Bos-
ton Times - North End 
Regional Review - Revere 
Journal

• Marisa DiPietro, Com-
munity leader in non-prof-
it organizations

• James DiStefano, 
President of the Italian 
American Alliance, past 
Mass. State President of 
the Sons of Italy, and past 
President of the Italian 
American Heritage Com-
mittee

• Rep. Paul Donato, 
Asst. Majority Leader of 
the Mass. House of Repre-
sentatives

• Pamela Donnaruma, 
Italian American activist, 
philanthropist, Publisher 
& Editor of the Post-Ga-
zette newspaper

• Michael Eruzione, 
captain of the American 
Olympic Team that sur-
prised the world by win-
ning the Gold Medal for 
beating the Russian team 
4-3

• Thomas A. Fabrizio, 
Special assistant to the 
Mayor of Quincy

• Judge Joseph J. Ferri-
no, Jurist, Italian Ameri-
can activist, co-founder of 
the Italian Heritage Com-
mittee

• Cheryl Fiandaca, 
Award winning broadcast 
journalist, chief investiga-
tive reporter for WBZ-TV.

• Virginia Gardner, 
Community activist, tele-
vision personality

• Judge Frank M. Ga-

ziano, Justice on the Mas-
sachusetts Judicial Court

• Leonard Gentile, 
Newton City Councilor 
and Defender of Italian 
Heritage

• Salvatore Giarratani, 
Reporter, syndicated col-
umnist

• M. Michael Giocoppo, 
President Emeritus of the 
Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Italian American 
Police Officers

• Robert P. Giugliano, 
M.D., Physician, Cardiol-
ogist, senior researcher, As-
sociate Professor of Medi-
cine at the Harvard Medical 
School — the Mass. Gen-
eral Brigham Hospital

• Gregory Grillone, 
M.D., FACS, Profesor and 
Chairman of Otolaryngolo-
gy, Head and Neck Surgery 
Researcher in Early de-
tection of Head and Neck 
Cancer

• Florence Guidara, Ac-
tivist, treasurer of the Ital-
ian American Alliance, and 
former State President of 
the Mass. Sons & Daugh-
ters of Italy

• Tim Hanna, Italian 
American activist, philan-
thropist

• Linda Pizzutti Henry, 
Managing Director of the 
Boston Globe

• Ron Iacabucci, Exec-
utive Director of Quincy 
City Workforce

• Arthur Lauretano, 
Community leader — 
Friends of the North End 
and Coordinator of the 
Christopher Columbus 
High School Alumni Asso-
ciation

• Michael Linquata, 
Second World War Hero, 
Gloucester House Restau-
rant owner, community 
leader former Suffolk Uni-
versity Trustee, philanthro-
pist

• Michael Lomazzo, Ac-
tivist, host of The Sicilian 
Corner, philanthropist, and 
staunch supporter of the 
Feast of the Three Saints in 
Lawrence

• Dr. Maria Lombardo, 
Holocaust author, activist

• Angela Maggiore, Au-
thor, community activist, 
leader of the Fishermen’s 
Wives

• Dr. Steve Maio, Re-
spected activist, past pres-
ident of the Pirandello 
Lyceum, past president 
and chairman of the Ital-
ian Heritage Committee, 
Chairman of Educational 
Leadership at Cambridge 
College

• Buddy Mangini, Gen-
eral organizer of the Co-
lumbus Day Parade in East 
Boston

• Dean Mazzarella, 
Mayor of Leominster, re-
spected community lead-
er, philanthropist

• Maria Giaconda Mot-
ta, Italian Language Edu-
cator, Director of C.A.S.IT

• John Nucci, Public 
servant, former Boston 
City Council, former Bos-
ton School Committee 
member

• Atty. Cynthia Pasciu-
to, Board of Directors of 
Laboure College, mem-
bership chair of the Bos-
ton Area Order of Malta

• James Pasto, Univer-
sity Professor, writer and 
producer of North End, 
Documentary

• Maurizio Pasquale, 
Activist, community lead-
er

• Angelo Piccardi, Tal-
ented singer and entertain-
er of stage, radio, and tele-
vision fame, and theatrical 
producer

• Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, 
Lt. Governor of Massa-
chusetts

• Atty. Robert Popeo, 
Civic and business leader, 
strong advocate of Italian 
heritage and culture

• Atty. Francis D. Pri-
vitera, Entrepreneur, Real 
Estate developer, philan-
thropist for many worthy 
causes including Project 
Triangle Malden-based 
training facility and work-
shop for the handicapped, 
Shrine of Madonna and 
the Don Orione Home in 
East Boston

• Atty. Philip J. Privit-
era, President of the Pri-
vitera Family Charitable 
Foundation, National Re-
cording Secretary for the 
Sons of Italy Foundation, 
named California Grand 
Lodge Humanitarian of 
the Year

• William A. Ravenesi, 
International photogra-
pher and film producer

• Fran Ippolito Riley, 
East Boston activist, prime 
mover for the East Boston 
Historical Museum, rec-
reations specialist, former 
Director of the East Bos-
ton Harborside School, 
caregiver and mentor

• Carol Rossi, Respect-
ed activist promoter of 
many Italian American 
causes, and former record-
ing secretary of the Sons 
and Daughters of Italy

• Lino Rullo, One of 
the Founders of October 
as Italian Heritage Month, 
board member of the Dan-
te and of the Pirandello 
Lyceum, philanthropist 
supporter of many Italian 
causes

• Joseph Russo, Re-
spected activist and for-
mer national president of 
the Sons and Daughters 
of Italy as well as state 
president of the Sons and 
Daughters of Italy

• Dr. Dean Saluti, Re-
spected activist, professor, 
president of the Renais-
sance Lodge, First Vice 
President of the Pirandello 
Lyceum

• Fred Salvucci, Former 
Massacjusetts Secretary of 

Transportation, Professor 
at the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology

• David Santulli, Found-
er and executive director of 
United Plant — an interna-
tional cross cultural service 
organization, author, expert 
of relational diplomacy

• Rep. Angelo M. Scac-
cia, Public servant — elect-
ed to the Mass House of 
Representatives since 1981

• Joe Sciacca, at WHDH 
TV Channel 7, and former 
Editor-in-Chief of the Bos-
ton Herald

• Emmanuel Serra, For-
mer Rep.. and Majority 
Whip House of Represen-
tatives

• Antonio Sestito, One 
of the five founders of the 
Italian American Alliance, 
chairman of the AMICI 
Project, and former State 
President of the Massachu-
setts Sons and Daughters of 
Italy

• Anthony Simmonelli, 
President and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of BAMSI, a 
private Social Service Net-
work

• Rita Sorrento, Chair 
of the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 
and former principal of the 
Dante Alighieri School in 
East Boston

• Dr. Stephen Spinelli, 
Jr., 14th president of Bab-
son College

• Domenic Susi, Presi-
dent of the Federation of 
Italian Organizations and 
one of the five founders of 
the Italian American Alli-
ance

• Dr. Salvatore Terrasi, 
Director of the Lesley Insti-
tute for Trauma Sensitivity, 
expert in special education, 
author of books relayed to 
teaching special need stu-
dents

• Sefatia Romeo-Thek-
en, Mayor of Gloucester

• Robert “Ted” Toma-
sone, Former District Court 
Clerk Magistrate, Somer-
ville, MA

• Robert Travaglini, Ad-
vocate of Italian-American 
solidarity, business consul-
tant and philanthropist. for-
mer president of the Mas-
sachusetts State Senate

• Bishop Peter J. Ug-
lietto, Vicar General of the 
Archdiocese of Boston and 
moderator of the Curia

• Joan Vennocchi, As-
sociate editor and colum-
nist for the Boston Globe, 
shared Pulitzer Prize for 
MBTA series

• Christopher Rigali 
Walker, Chief of staff to the 
Mayor of Quincy

• Ross Zagami, Finan-
cial adviser, president of 
Juventus Club of Boston, 
Sons and Daughters of Ita-
ly Benefit Insurance Com-
missioner

most influential 
italian-americans 
in massachusetts 
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Boncore
senator joe

Felice Giorno 
Colombo 
Orgolioso del 

Nostro 
Patrimonio Italiano
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By John Lynds 

After recently seeing a 
week over week decline in 
East Boston’s COVID-19 
positive test rates, the 
number now seems to be 
climbing once again in the 
neighborhood. 

Eastie experienced an 
all time high with an 11.8 
percent positive test rate 
back in August, but efforts 
by the city and health offi-
cials brought that number 
down to 5.1 percent last 
month. 

However, two weeks 
ago the positive test rate 
number climbed to 6.1 
percent and last Friday 
jumped to 8.8 percent. 

Last Friday, the Boston 
Public Health Commis-
sion (BPHC) released the 
latest COVID-19 data and 
Mayor Martin Walsh ad-
dressed the trend here and 
across Boston. 

“The City is continu-
ing its outreach in East 
Boston where the positive 
rates are the highest,” said 
Mayor Walsh. “We are 
working on expanding 
testing access in East Bos-
ton, and we continue to do 
bilingual outreach in all of 
our Latino communities.”

The Mayor said that 
most of Boston’s neigh-
borhoods saw increases 
last week, so this uptick in 
activity is something that 
impacts everyone. 

“While the City is 
bringing resources and 
information to where it’s 
needed, we also need 
everyone’s help,” said 
Walsh. “That especially 
includes our young adults, 
among whom we contin-
ue to see the most cases. If 
you have to go to work, if 
you live in a large house-
hold, or if you’re running 
a business, the City has 
resources and informa-
tion that can help you stay 
safe.”

He said that every sin-
gle person, in every neigh-
borhood, must continue to 
follow the guidelines the 
City has laid out, because 
they’ve been proven to 
work.”

Those include wear-
ing a mask; washing your 
hands; keeping six feet of 
distance as much as pos-
sible, and having your 
mask on if you’re unsure 

if you’re keeping that dis-
tance; and following all 
the guidelines for your in-
dustry, or your college or 
workplace.

The Mayor also urged 
people in Eastie   to not 
go to gatherings, especial-
ly not to house parties or 
cookouts where people 
are mingling. 

“This is where we are 
seeing most of the trans-
mission right now,” said 
Walsh. “We must all make 
smart choices to protect 
our health, our family’s 
health, and the health of 
our community.”

For over a month the 
city has been working 
with healthcare profes-
sionals and agencies like 
the East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center 

to curb the COVID spike 
in the neighborhood. The 
City launched an elevated 
outreach plan for Eastie 
to address the increase in 
case data. 

According to the data 
released by the BPHC on 
Friday, Eastie’s COVID 
infection rate rose three 
percent and went from 
500.8 cases per 10,000 
residents to 515.6 cases 
per 10,000 residents. The 
last increase two weeks 
ago was 2.6 percent.  The 
citywide average is 255 
cases per 10,000 residents 
and Eastie still has the 
highest infection rate in 
all of Boston. 

As of Friday, 72 more 
residents became infect-
ed with the virus in Eastie 
and there were 2,420 con-

OCT 19-23 & OCT 26-30
MON, WED, FRI, 9AM – 5PM &
TUE & THRS, 9AM - 8PM
Boston City Hall,
One City Hall Square, Boston, MA 02201

SAT & SUN, OCT. 17 & 18, 11AM – 7PM
BCYF Paris Street Gymnasium
112 Paris Street, East Boston, MA 02128
BCYF Quincy 
885 Washington Street, Chinatown, MA 02111
District Hall
75 Northern Avenue, Boston, MA 02210 
(Seaport)
Richard J. Murphy K-8 School Cafeteria
1 Worrell Street, Dorchester, MA 02122
Thelma Burns Building
575 Warren Street, Roxbury, MA 02121
Another Course to College Cafeteria
612 Metropolitan Avenue, Hyde Park, MA 
02136
BCYF Roche Gymnasium
1716 Centre Street, West Roxbury, MA 02132
Dewitt Center
122 Dewitt Drive, Roxbury, MA 02120
Fenway Park (Gate A)
4 Jersey Street, Fenway, MA 02215
Jackson Mann School Auditorium
500 Cambridge Street, Allston MA 02135
 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20 12PM - 8PM
BCYF Paris Street Gymnasium
112 Paris Street, East Boston, MA 02128
BCYF Tobin (Lower Level)
1481 Tremont Street, Roxbury, MA 02120

THURSDAY OCTOBER 22 12PM - 8PM
BCYF Shelburne Gymnasium
2730 Washington Street, Roxbury, MA 02119
Strand Theatre
543 Columbia Road, Dorchester, MA 02125

SAT & SUN, OCT. 24 & 25, 11AM – 7PM
Harvard/Kent Elementary School 
Gymnasium
50 Bunker Hill Street,  
Charlestown, MA 02129
James F. Condon School Cafeteria
200 D Street, South Boston, MA 02127
BCYF Perkins Gymnasium
155 Talbot Avenue, Dorchester, MA 02124
Mildred Avenue K-8 School Gymnasium

5 Mildred Avenue, Mattapan, MA 02126
Saint Nectarios Greek Church Banquet Hall
39 Belgrade Avenue, Roslindale, MA 02131
Margarita Muñiz Academy Gymnasium
20 Child Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
BCYF Shelburne Gymnasium
2730 Washington Street, Roxbury, MA 02119
The Salvation Army Kroc Center
650 Dudley Street, Dorchester, MA 02125
Boston Public Library - Central Branch 
(McKim Building)
700 Boylston Street, Back Bay, MA 02116
Honan Allston Branch Library (Community 
Room)
300 North Harvard Street, Allston, MA 02134 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 27 12 PM - 8PM
St. George Orthodox Church of Boston
55 Emmonsdale Road,  
West Roxbury, MA 02132
BCYF Hyde Park
1179 River Street, Hyde Park, MA 02136

THURSDAY OCTOBER 29 12PM - 8PM
Florian Hall
55 Hallet Street, Dorchester, MA 02122
Boys and Girls Club Mattapan Teen Center
10 Hazelton Street, Mattapan, MA 02126

Learn more at boston.gov/early-voting 
Call 311 • election@boston.gov  

#VoteEarlyBoston 
 Llamar  311 •  election@boston.gov

In order to vote early or on Election Day, you must 
register to vote by October 24. Check your voter 
status at boston.gov/election

Para poder votar por adelantado o el día de las 
elecciones, debe registrarse para votar antes del 24 
de octubre. Consulte su estatus como votante en 
boston.gov/election

If you miss the early voting period, you can still vote 
on Election Day, Tuesday, November 3.

Si decide no votar por adelantado, todavía puede ir 
a votar en persona el día de las elecciones, que es el 
martes, 3 de noviembre.

LOCATIONS AND SCHEDULES SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 – FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30

Los votantes registrados en Boston pueden votar en cualquier centro de votación adelantada en la 
ciudad, incluyendo en la Alcaldía de Boston. Elija la hora y el lugar que sea más conveniente para usted.

Registered Boston voters can vote at any early voting location in the City, including City Hall. Pick a 
time and place that is best for you. 

DROPBOXES FOR VOTE-BY-MAIL BALLOTS AVAILABLE UNTIL NOVEMBER 3 (WILL BE 
UNDER 24HR SURVEILLANCE) for more information visit: boston.gov/early-voting

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, October 20, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of 
the East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote 
participation in light of the ongoing State of Emergency declared in connection with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided on the 
organization’s website www.ebpierpac.org on or before October 15, 2020 at which time you 
may register to participate 

It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Attendance  6:30
b. Approval of Minutes September 15, 2020  6:35

New Business 
c. Nick Black – Trustees of Reservations – Discussion of “Phase III” 6:40

pm
d. Election to fill open Director’s seat - 6:55 pm
e. Election of Officers for 2020-2021 – 7:15 pm
f. Treasurer’s Report - 7:45 pm

Old Business 
g. Amendment to Operations, Security and Maintenance (OSM)

Agreement (continued discussion) 7:30 pm
h. Update on Massport annual financial commitment (continued

discussion) 7:40 pm
i. Discussion - Terms Of Director’s 8:00 pm
j. Motion to adjourn

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

_____________ 
East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc. 
By: Louise Montanino, President 

By Cary Shuman

Michael Giannasca, 
who worked at an East 
Boston family-owned 
restaurant for 20 years, 
said he’s “humbled” by 
the enthusiastic response 
from area residents to his 
new restaurant located at 

Chelsea Commons, 1100 
Revere Beach Parkway, in 
Chelsea.

Giannasca opened Mi-
chael’s G’s Restaurant in 
July and the reception has 
exceeded expectations, 
even those of the owner/
chef himself.

 “I’m actually surprised 

and very humbled and 
grateful to see that busi-
ness is actually doing as 
well as it is in the condi-
tions that we’re in,” said 
Giannasca.

With the seating capac-
ity limited to half due to 
the state’s social distanc-
ing guidelines, there are 

nights when customers are 
waiting outside to get a ta-
ble for one of Michael G’s 
delicious pasta dishes and 
pizzas.

The City of Chelsea 
recently granted Michael 
G’s restaurant a beer and 
wine license.

“We’re serving some 
nice red wines – Caber-
net, Merlot, Chardonnay, 
Chianti, - and a bunch of 
varieties of bottled beers 
– Sam Adams, Budweis-
er products, Stella Artois, 
and Pumpkin,” said Gi-
annasca.

Several East Boston 
residents, who previously 
enjoyed Giannasca’s culi-
nary talents, have become 
regulars at Michael G’s. 
Chelsea residents are sup-
porting the new restaurant 
in high numbers.

“Chelsea has been phe-
nomenal,” said Giannasca. 
“The city itself has em-
braced the restaurant. City 
Hall, the Police Depart-
ment, the Fire Department 
– they’re here constantly. 

I grew up here in Chel-
sea so it’s very humbling 
to see people come out 
whom I haven’t seen in 
years – people who knew 

my family in general. And 
the support from my for-
mer diners in East Boston 
– I’m so grateful for their 
support as well.”

Dining at Michael G’s
Former Eastie chef Giannasca grateful for Chelsea’s warm reception

Michael Giannasca, owner of Michael G’s, says he is hum-
bled by the tremendous response to his new restaurant 
located at Chelsea Commons, 1100 Revere Beach Parkway, 
Chelsea.

Jose Maldonado, Michael G’s Restaurant owner and chef Michael Giannasca, and Joaquin 
are pictured inside the new restaurant located at 1100 Revere Beach Parkway, Chelsea.

Eastie COVID-19 positive test rate increases again
firmed COVID-19 cases, 
up from the 2,348 reported 
by the BPHC two weeks 
ago. 

Of the 17,450 East-
ie residents tested for 
COVID last week and 8.8 
percent were found to be 
positive for the virus, an 
increase of 44 percent. 
The citywide positive test 
rate is 3.9 percent. 

Overall since the pan-
demic began 14.3   per-
cent of residents here have 
been found to be positive. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID19 report 
breaks down the num-

ber of cases and infection 
rates in each neighbor-
hood. It also breaks down 
the number of cases by 
age, gender and race.

Citywide positive cas-
es of coronavirus rose by 
three percent last week 
from 17,140 cases to 
17,649 confirmed cases. 
So far 14,723 Boston resi-
dents have fully recovered 
from the virus and one ad-
ditional resident died last 
week bringing the total of 
fatalities in the city to 764. 

During his daily press 
briefing on the virus Fri-
day, Walsh said Boston 
had entered the “red” cat-

egory on the state map on 
Wednesday, September 
30. 

“That means Boston is 
seeing eight or more daily 
cases per 100,000 popula-
tion,” said Walsh. He said 
this move was expected, 
but to note that this map is 
based on one metric--raw 
number of cases per day. 

“We’re also looking 
at the positive test rate 
and the hospital data and 
trends over time,” he said. 
“Everyone must focus on 
what we can do to keep 
the activity down, and that 
is part of living with the 
virus.”

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats 
by neighborhood that tracks infection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

For Advertising Rates, 

Call 617-884-2416
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will be able to ensure all 
East Boston families who 
want a home visiting pro-
gram will have access to 
one—and we will contin-
ue to work as a network to 
increase the impact of all 
such programs.”

As a place-based phil-
anthropic initiative, the 
Cummings $20 Million 
Grant Program seeks 
to support nonprofits in 
Essex, Middlesex, and 
Suffolk counties in east-
ern Massachusetts. Each 
year, this program awards 
130 grants to a diverse 
group of charities. These 
awards include 100 grants 
of $100,000 each, plus 
30 ten-year grants of up 
to $500,000 each. These 
grants fund a wide variety 
of local causes, including 
underserved populations, 
healthcare, social justice, 
and education.  Through 
this place-based initiative, 
Cummings Foundation 
aims to give back in the 
area where it owns com-
mercial buildings, all of 
which are managed, at no 
cost to the Foundation, 
by its affiliate Cummings 
Properties. Founded in 
1970 by Bill Cummings 
of Winchester, the Wo-
burn-based commercial 
real estate firm leases and 
manages 11 million square 
feet of space, the majority 
of which exclusively ben-
efits the Foundation.

This year’s diverse 
group of grant recipients 
represents a wide vari-
ety of causes, including 
homelessness prevention 
and affordable housing, 
education, violence pre-
vention, and food inse-

curity. Most of the grants 
will be paid over two to 
five years.

Founded in 1918, 
East Boston Social Cen-
ters, Inc. is a 501 (C) (3) 
multi-service agency, 
serving culturally diverse 
families and individuals of 
all ages in East Boston and 
throughout Greater Bos-
ton. The programs provid-
ed include early learning, 
school age, teen, family 
engagement, and older 
adult programs, which 
directly reach ~3,000 di-
verse residents of East 
Boston and surrounding 
communities each year; 
their facilities also host 
thousands more for a vari-
ety of community purpos-
es. For more information 
about the organization and 
its programs, please visit 
www.ebsoc.org. 

Woburn-based Cum-
mings Foundation, Inc. 
was established in 1986 
by Joyce and Bill Cum-
mings. The Foundation 
directly operates its own 
charitable subsidiaries, 
including New Horizons 

retirement communi-
ties in Marlborough and 
Woburn. Bill Cummings 
released his self-written 
memoir, “Starting Small 
and Making It Big: An 

Entrepreneur’s Journey to 
Billion-Dollar Philanthro-
pist,” in March 2018.

Additional information 
is available at www.Cum-
mingsFoundation.org.

East Boston Main 
Streets (EBMS) an-
nounced that it is launch-
ing Eastie Strong, a part-
nership between EBMS 
and local real estate de-
velopers to provide much 
needed financial support 
to local restaurants, as 
they re-open during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The initiative has two 
components. The first is 
“Adopt a Patio” which 
will provide capital to 
fund reopening costs re-
lated to complying with 
COVID-19 restrictions. 
The funds will be used 
to purchase items such as 
outdoor furniture, umbrel-
las, and space heaters. The 
second component is a 
“gift card program” under 
which sponsors will dis-
tribute gifts cards directly 
to tenants for use only at 
participating local restau-
rants. 

“We wanted to find a 
way to help our tenants as 
well as contribute to the 
local restaurant economy 
which has suffered great-
ly during the pandemic,” 
said Stephen Davis of 
The Davis Companies. 
“Thanks to East Boston 
Main Streets we can help 
our tenants afford a night 
out while providing a fi-
nancial lifeline to restau-
rants and support the 
overall health of the East 
Boston economy,” added 
David Grossman of The 
Grossman Companies, 
who is spearheading the 
fundraising component of 
the program with The Da-
vis Companies.

Gladys Oliveros, the 
Executive Director of 
EBMS, is running the pro-
gram. “Over the course 
of the pandemic, we have 
discovered many unique 
challenges that local 
restaurants face: lack of 
access to government Pay-
check Protection Program 
(PPP) loans, decreased 
revenue from customers, 
and the need for capital to 
help cover the cost of cre-
ating new outdoor seating. 
This partnership will help 
address these problems 
while encouraging East 
Boston residents to dine 
at the many wonderful 

restaurants operating lo-
cally.”

EBMS Board (acting) 
President, Ida R. Can-
dreva added, “The Board 
is excited to enter into a 
partnership that will sup-
port local restaurants.  
Historically, this neigh-
borhood has thrived on 
the local small businesses 
built by local residents.  
This pandemic is certainly 
taking its toll on many of 
our neighborhood’s busi-
nesses and its vitality. This 
partnership will help put 
money back into our com-
munity and our local busi-
nesses, an important com-
ponent to keeping ‘Eastie 
Strong’.  Thank you to our 
sponsors and thank you 
to Gladys for taking this 
project head on.” 

Founded in 1995, 
EBMS is a nonprofit 
community improvement 
organization serving the 
diverse neighborhoods of 
East Boston with a focus 
on Maverick and Central 
Squares. EBMS has been 
working to support local 
restaurants and business-
es through the immediate 
shocks of the COVID-19 
pandemic, connecting 
business owners to grants 
and helping to navigate 
evolving reopening guide-
lines. EBMS aims to cre-
ate a vibrant business dis-
trict by initiating private 
and public improvements, 
promoting commerce, and 
supporting efforts to im-
prove the quality of life 
for all who live, work and 
do business in East Bos-
ton. 

The first round of 
Adopt-A-Patio fund-
ing will be distributed in 
mid-October with a po-
tential second round in 
November, depending 
on need and resources. 
Sponsors of the program, 
as of this writing, include 
The Davis Companies, 
The Grossman Compa-
nies, Roseland, The No-
vus Group, MG2, Sey-
farth Shaw LLP, Trinity 
Financial, Volnay Capital, 
LendLease, and Norfolk 
Kitchen and Bath. Spon-
sors expect the list to grow 
over the coming weeks.

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Idahoan Mashed Potato Pouch ....10/$10.00
Best Yet Cranberry Sauce  14 oz ....10/$10.00
Best Yet Whipped Topping ...........10/$10.00
Campbell's Chunky Soups ................. 2/$3.00
Pillsbury Quick Breads .......................4/$5.00
Barilla Pasta ........................................4/$5.00

(ex gluten free-protein-tortellini-pasta ready)

Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$4.00
Duncan Hines Brownie Mix .................4/$5.00
Cain's Mayonnaise  30 oz ..................2/$5.00
Ore Ida Frozen Potatoes ....................2/$5.00
Boston Market Dinners .....................2/$5.00
Dragone Ricotta  15 oz......................2/$5.00
Best Yet Cream Cheese Tub  8oz .... 2/$3.00
Simply Orange Juice  52 oz ............... 2/$7.00

Krakus Imported Polish Ham ............ $5.99/lb
Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast ... $5.99/lb
Russer Wunderbar German Bologna ...$2.99/lb
Best Yet Corned Beef ....................... $6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Weekend Specials
Friday, October 9th through Sunday October 11th

"while supplies last"

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14TH, 2020

Produce
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ....... $2.99 
California Fresh Figs ........................$4.99/pkg
Yellow or Orange Bell Peppers ........... $3.99/lb
Fresh Italian Plum Tomatoes ............$1.29/lb
Fresh Jumbo Red Onions ...................... 99¢/lb

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Assorted Bone-In Pork Chops ........ $1.69/lb
Bone-In Split Chicken Breast ......... $1.79/lb
Chicken Tenders.................................$2.99/lb
London Broil Shoulder Steaks ........ $3.69/lb

Bob Evans Side Dishes 20-24 oz ...2/$7.00
Kayem Natural Casing 
Beef Franks  12 oz .........................2/$10.00
Tyson Bacon 16 oz .........................2/$10.00

Family Pack Specials

Bakery BAKERY
Apple Cider or Pumpkin Donuts ................2/$5.00
DELI
Land O'Lakes American Cheese ................$5.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ................................... $7.99/lb
Our Own In Store Antipasto Salad .............$6.99/lb
PRODUCE
Fresh Artichokes ........................................ 4/$5.00
Clementines 3lb bag  ......................................................$3.99
Yellow Onions 2lb bag ..........................................................79¢
MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Thighs ......$1.69/lb
Family Pack New York Strip Steaks ......... $7.99/lb
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 26-30ct  ...................$5.99
GROCERY
Apple & Eve Cranberry Juice 64oz.  ......$1.89 liimit 3

Folgers K-Cups .................................................$4.99
Kemps Frozen Yogurt ......................................$3.99

Assorted Lofthouse Cookies ................$3.99 
Apple Fritters  3 pk ................................. $3.49 
Assorted Cake-in-a-Cup ....................... $2.99

Conveniently located On The Blue Line

• PICK-UP & DELIVERY
SAFE DEPENDABLE QUALITY REPAIRS

with a lifetime Guarantee
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Registered by the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Reg. #3053 
1456 NORTH SHORE RD., REVERE • 781-289-1300

Bob Bolognese
Owner

WWW.BOBSAUTOBODY.COM

EBMS launches Eastie Strong 

The East Boston Social 
Centers is one of 130 lo-
cal nonprofits to receive 
grants of $100,000 to 
$500,000 each through 
Cummings Foundation’s 
$20 Million Grant Pro-
gram.  The East Boston 
organization was chosen 
from a total of 738 appli-
cants during a competitive 
review process. 

Executive Director 
Justin Pasquariello, Fam-
ily Engagement Network 
Director Gloria DeVine, 
and other staff will join 
other awardees at a virtu-
al Grant Winner Celebra-
tion on June 11 at 6PM 
to celebrate the $20 mil-
lion infusion of into the 
nonprofit sector. With the 
conclusion of this grant 
cycle, Cummings Foun-
dation has now awarded 
more than $260 million to 
Greater Boston nonprofits 
alone.

With these funds, the 
East Boston Social Cen-
ters will support strong 
families and child devel-
opment by expanding its 
Welcome Baby program 
to a year-long program 
with monthly contact, and 
reaching more families. 
There is a need to radi-
cally improve the rates at 
which children reach Kin-

dergarten ready to learn in 
East Boston. To do this, 
the East Boston Social 
Centers is developing a 
modified collective impact 
model with the vision that 
all children in East Boston 
will enter Kindergarten 
ready to learn, joyful and 
thriving.

Per East Boston Social 
Center Executive Direc-
tor Justin Pasquariello, 
“With the wonderful, phil-
anthropic support of the 
Cummings Foundation, 
which we are so grateful 
for, we will significantly 
deepen and expand our 
Parent Partner led Wel-
come Baby program.  We 
will deepen it from the 
current one visit per fam-
ily to a program with three 
in-person visits and 9 tele-
phonic check-ins per fam-
ily and we will expand it 
from the current approxi-
mately 60 families served 
per year to 180.  Further, 
building off the work we 
began with our first Cum-
mings Foundation grant, 
we will continue to work 
with the cohort of home 
visiting programs that has 
been meeting to ensure 
we are meeting the needs 
of as many unduplicated 
children and families as 
possible.  We believe we 

East Boston Social Centers awarded grant by the Cummings Foundation

For Advertising Rates, 
Call 617-884-2416

East Boston Social Centers express its “Thank You” to the 
Cummings Foundation.
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was able to get services 
for Autism very early 
and it has helped him tre-
mendously in being able 
to go to school and excel.

However, Angelica 
said he has always strug-
gled with making friends, 
anxiety and disagreeing 
peacefully with others. 

“He had a lot of anx-
iety and couldn’t deal 
with people when they 
disagreed with him; he 
was so frustrated,” she 
said. “That’s when I said 
I needed to look into get-
ting a dog to help Ga-
briel. I was so heartbro-
ken because I realized 
anything I do is just not 
enough. That’s when we 
started looking for op-
tions to support him. We 
didn’t want just any dog 
because I was afraid of 
a dog attacking him. I 
was able to get him on 
a list and they agreed a 
service dog could help 
support him in all the ar-
eas he needed strength in 
and the areas a therapist 
couldn’t help him with. 
The beginning of rela-
tionships are so hard for 
him.”

That’s where the Chel-
sea Rotary stepped in and 
was able to help raise 
money and do advocacy 
to get Gabriel his service 
dog. Working with the 
NEADS Social Dog Pro-
gram, they were able to 
raise the money to help 
pay for the service dog 
once he was approved by 
NEAD.

NEAD is one of the 
oldest service dog orga-
nizations in the country 
and provide specially 
trained dogs for a variety 
of tasks – helping those 
that are disabled, have 
hearing loss, veterans, 
and for those with Au-
tism. They match about 
50 people per year with 
service dogs, said Katy 
Ostroff. The dogs are 
trained over about 18 
months for their tasks, 
with a lot of that training 
being done by prisoners 
in a jail setting – which 
is a win-win for the orga-
nization and the incarcer-
ated, she said. She said 
they have been trained in 
all kinds of environments 
as well by other trainers, 
including stressful plac-
es like subways and City 
streets.

In Gabriel’s case, Ca-
sey will be able to help 
him with confidence, 
understanding body lan-
guage and social queues 
and keeping calm – 
among other things.

She said after an inter-
view in February, they 
felt Gabriel would ben-
efit greatly from a dog, 
and they were able to 
find a match. Next up is 
a 10-day training on the 
campus of NEAD to get 
both accustomed to one 
another.

Chelsea Rotary Presi-
dent Todd Taylor said it 
was a great way to help 
locally in a time when 
many feel like they are 
helpless.

“It’s great to be able 

to help someone local-
ly who needs it and so 
something meaningful 
in this age of COVID-19 
when so many of us feel 
helpless and challenged 
to get out and fulfill our 
Rotary mission,” he said.

LOOKING AT 
POSSIBLE 
CHANGE IN WARD 
ELECTIONS

EVERETT - City 
Clerk Sergio Cornelio 
presented a proposed 
Charter Change to the 
City Council for the 
body to seriously begin 
considering a potential 
change to the way ward 
councilors are elected 
– changing from a city-
wide vote to a ward-only 
vote for those six seats.

There would be no 
change to the at-large 
Council system, but there 
would also be a similar 
change to the six Ward 
School Committee seats 
that would mimic the 
change to the ward coun-
cil seats.

The issue has come 
up time and again at the 
Council over the past 
years, and it has been un-
derscored by the threat of 
a federal Voting Rights 
Act lawsuit from the 
Lawyers for Civil Rights 
Boston (LCR) group. 
On Monday, Council-
or Wayne Matewsky 
brought the matter back 
to the floor so that Cor-
nelio could present the 
proposed changes. The 
current system of city-
wide voting for ward 
council seats is a bit 
unique, and was brought 
in only a few years ago 
under the new City Char-
ter. But LCR contends it 

dilutes the minority vote 
and discourages potential 
minority candidates from 
running.

Matewsky said it is 
time to seriously consider 
the matter, and change to 
a ward-only vote for the 
six ward council seats.

“I think it’s only fair,” 
he said. “to get 10 percent 
of the vote in your ward 
and be the councilman 
there strikes me as unfair. 
The City of Lowell was 
sued by this Civil Rights 
group and I think it cost 
them $1 million…I really 
believe a ward councilor 
should be elected from 
the ward…We’re trying 
to right what’s wrong.”

Councilor Michael 
McLaughlin said he 
would vote for it reluc-
tantly.

“It’s not my sugges-
tion; I like it the way it 
is and it gives us a bet-
ter understanding of the 
whole City and how it’s 
running…I don’t like 
this, but I understand it 
and I’ll support it reluc-
tantly.”

Others like Council-
or Peter Napolitano and 
Councilor Fred Capone 
were not in favor of the 
change.

Napolitano, more than 
anyone else, talked for 
years about fundamen-
tally changing the Char-
ter – and invested time 
and money into getting 
the change made and be-
fore the voters. The vot-
ers approved the current 
Charter by nearly a 90 
percent vote a little less 
than 10 years ago. He 
said it wouldn’t be fair to 
change something at the 
Council that the voters 
wanted.

“The voters set up the 

charter the way it is,” 
he said. “They made the 
decision to vote us city-
wide…This isn’t Boston 
where you have racially 
insulated neighborhoods 
like Roslindale, JP, South 
Boston or Roxbury. Ev-
erett is not a place where 
you have ethnicities or 
race in just one neighbor-
hood…I invested a lot on 
getting people educated 
on the need for change. 
Voters set it up like that. 
Now to make a change 
without them doesn’t 
seem right. I’m not com-
fortable with it.”

Said Capone, “This 
body should not decide 
the charter. The voters 
should decide. It should 
be up to the voters.”

Councilor Anthony 
DiPierro said it was time 
to make a decision one 
way or the other. The 
time to talk, he said, is 
over.

“I think we should be 
ready to take action,” he 
said. “We’ve spoke about 
it for hours over several 
years. We don’t need a 
long history on the Char-
ter…I’m tired of talking 
about it quite honestly. 
Let’s take this into con-
sideration and be ready 
to vote in the future.”

School Committee-
man Frank Parker, who 
represents Ward 3, said 
he would be in favor of 
returning to a system 
with ward-only voting 
for School Committee.

“I’m a product of the 
bicameral system and 
it was a Ward race and 
position that allowed me 
to serve this communi-
ty both as a Common 
Councilor and then on 
the School Committee,” 
he said. “I look forward 
to running as a Ward can-
didate again.”

The proposal would 
change only the ward 
council seats and the 
School Committee ward 
seats. It would also 
change the numbers of 
signature one needs to 
get on the ballot. While 
at-large seats would stay 
at 250 signatures, a ward 
seat would require just 
150 signatures to get on 
the ballot. Similarly, a fi-
nal change to the Charter 
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     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

CHELSEA STILL    
IN RED ZONE

CHELSEA - When 
much of the rest of the 
state moved on to the 
next phase of Gov. Char-
lie Baker’s re-opening 
plan on Oct. 5, Chelsea 
and other ‘red’ or ‘high-
risk’ communities were 
left behind – and as City 
Manager Tom Ambrosi-
no has said concerns 
him, perhaps unfairly.

Want to try on a pair of 
pants at the boutique?

One will be able to sa-
shay into some tight-fit-
tin’ jeans at a store in 
Malden, but not Chelsea.

Looking to have a big 
indoor or outdoor con-
cert?

Go to Melrose and one 
can hear the music, but 
not in Chelsea.

Those and many oth-
er things would still not 
be allowed in the City 
on Oct. 5 despite having 
case numbers relatively 
under control, averaging 
about six new cases a day 
recently and even reg-
istering zero cases this 
Monday. Add that the 
Census numbers being 
used to calculate the rates 
are likely far too low and 
it makes for what seems 
to be an unfair situation 
for undercounted, dense 
urban areas in a system 
that seems to favor the 
wealthier suburbs.

Last week, Gov. Baker 
announced that effective 
Monday, October 5, low-
er risk communities will 
be permitted to move 
into Step II of Phase III 
of the Commonwealth’s 
reopening plan. All other 
communities will remain 
in Phase III, Step I. Gov. 
Baker also issued a re-
vised gatherings order on 
Tuesday, and will issue 
industry-specific guid-
ance and protocols for a 
range of Phase I, II, and 
III businesses will also 
be updated. 

On May 18, the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
released a four-phased 
plan to reopen the econ-
omy based on sustained 
improvements in public 
health data.

  Last month, the Ad-
ministration began re-
leasing data on the aver-
age daily COVID cases 
per 100,000 residents, 
average percent positivi-
ty, and total case counts, 
for all 351 Massachusetts 
cities and towns.

Lower risk communi-
ties are defined as cities 
and towns that have not 
been a “red” community 
in any of the last three 
weekly Department of 
Public Health (DPH) 
weekly reports. 

Effective October 5, a 
limited number of sectors 
will be eligible to reopen, 
with restrictions, in Step 
II of Phase III for lower 
risk communities only:

•Indoor performance 
venues will be permitted 
to open with 50% capac-
ity with a maximum of 
250 people.

•Outdoor performance 
venue capacity will in-
crease to 50% with a max 
of 250 people.

•For arcades and in-
door and outdoor recre-
ation businesses, addi-
tional Step II activities 
like trampolines, obsta-
cle courses, roller rinks 
and laser tag will also 
be permitted to open and 
capacity will increase to 
50%. 

•Fitting rooms will be 
permitted to open in all 
types of retail stores. 

•Gyms, museums, li-
braries and driving and 
flight schools will also 
be permitted to increase 
their capacity to 50%.

 
Revised Gatherings 

Order:
•The limit for indoor 

gatherings remains at a 
maximum of 25 people 
for all communities.

•Outdoor gatherings 
at private residences and 
in private backyards will 
remain at a maximum of 
50 people for all commu-
nities.

•Outdoor gatherings 
at event venues and in 
public settings will have 
a limit of 50 people in 
Step I communities, and 
a limit of 100 people in 
lower risk, Step II com-
munities.

CHELSEA ROTARY 
HELPS OBTAIN 
SERVICE DOG

CHELSEA - When 
Angelica Bachour looked 
for a solution to help her 
son, Gabriel, to learn so-
cializing skills and oth-
er coping mechanisms, 
she was often brought to 
tears when running into 
so many roadblocks.

In a recent online Rota-
ry Club meeting, Bachour 
was brought to tears once 
again – but this time tears 
of joy as Gabriel, 9, was 
all smiles in announcing 
that through the efforts of 
Chelsea Rotary, he had 
been matched with a ser-
vice dog specially trained 
to help kids with Autism.

“I have good news,” 
said Gabriel to the Zoom 
audience of Chelsea and 
Marblehead Rotarians. 
“I got matched and the 
dog’s name is Casey. 
She’s a black Lab and 
was born in January 
2019.”

Gabriel is a Chelsea 
Public School fourth 
grader and his mother 
said she began to feel 
that he was delayed in 
his early years. Howev-
er, that wasn’t confirmed 
until he attended the 
Early Learning Center 
(ELC) and a very astute 
teacher agreed. Gabriel 

See REGION Page 11

HOLA TO YOU TOO! Muralist Yenny Hernandez puts the finishing touches on her mural 
‘Hola Mi Gente’ on Second Street last Friday afternoon, Sept. 25. It is just one of many 
painted murals and wheat paste murals going up all over the downtown area this month.

Artist coordinators 
Carolyn Lewenberg and 
Amanda Hill putting up 
the bird-themed wheat 
paste mural on Fifth Street 
in Bellingham Square.

MURALISTS EXCITED TO BRIGHTEN UP THE 
FALL SEASON IN CHELSEA
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INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS                     PRICE
Ramirez, Beatriz      	 Rodriguez, Victor R	 208 Bennington St              	 $605,000
Lendl, Caroline E        	 Turris Fund 1 LLC	 238 Bremen St #3            	 $615,000
Baker, Taryn S           	 Haynes Dev Partners LLC	 20 Haynes St #101              	 $649,000
143-145 Meridian St LLC	 Betancourt, Leonel 	 143-145 Meridian St           	 $1,265,000
22 Murray Court LLC	 Carr-Cermack, Carla M 	 22 Murray Ct                  	 $570,000
Jones, Madison P      	 173 Princeton St LLC	 173 Princeton St #2         	 $539,000
Don Q RE Development LLC	Malgeri, Paul D	 602-604 Saratoga St         	 $370,000
Rosano, Enrique	 Katherine R Page T     	 673 Saratoga St             	 $740,000
Lieerman, Benjamin J	 278 Sumner St LLC	 278 Sumner St #1        	 $605,000

would be that to recall 
a ward councilor, there 
would need to be a peti-
tion signed by 20 percent 
of the voters in the ward 
only rather than city-
wide.

LCR Boston attorney 
Oren Sellstrom said on 
Tuesday they continue 
to watch and monitor 
the efforts to change the 
system in Everett – as 
they did in their winning 
battle against the City of 
Lowell. He said they are 
encouraged Everett has 
come up with a proposal 
and are seriously consid-
ering it. However, he said 
they are ready to use the 
courts if need be.

“We are encouraged to 
hear that the Everett City 
Council is considering a 
voluntary change to  the 
City’s electoral system, 
as it appears that the 
City’s current system  il-
legally dilutes the vote 
of Everett’s communi-
ties of color,” he said. 
“Maintaining the current 
system would open the 
City up to a lawsuit un-
der the federal Voting 
Rights Act…If the Ev-
erett City Council were 
to affirmatively reject a 
proposal for voluntary 
change, that would only 
strengthen any voting 
rights claim.  LCR and 
Everett’s communities of 
color continue to closely 
monitor the City’s ac-
tions and will explore all 
available legal options to 
ensure equal  voting op-
portunity for all.”

The Council is looking 
to bring the matter back 
to the floor potentially in 
two weeks.

DEVELOPMENT 
TAKING SHAPE    
ON BROADWAY

EVERETT - One of 
the most watched devel-
opments in Everett is tak-
ing shape at the top of the 
hill in the 600th block – 
the City’s first apartment 
building in that area in 
decades, and the first 
citywide in some time to 
have no parking.

Developer Greg An-
tonelli, of GTA Inc., 
started construction on 
the 18-unit building last 
year and has worked suc-
cessfully for most of the 
COVID-19 timespan. He 
said he’s ready to deliver 
a fine product in October 
2021 – what many are 
calling a real pioneering 
development in that part 
of the city.

“This will be a four 
story building and it will 
be workforce housing,” 
he said. “That’s what I’m 
committed to building in 
Everett. There are a lot of 
pockets in the City like 
this that haven’t had new 
construction for a long 
time…Moving forward 
in Everett, more resi-
dential units are needed. 
There are 4,000 vacant 
apartments in Boston 
since COVID-19. Peo-
ple are leaving the city 
because of the prices 
and some still don’t feel 
comfortable there. The 
rental market has taken 
a 10 to 15 percent dip in 
prices across the Board. I 
definitely took a chance 
here.”

Others have permitted 
projects in the general 
area, but few have put 
the financing in place and 
gotten the equipment ar-
ranged to be able to start 
construction.

The 603 Broadway 
project for Antonelli is 
challenging as the City 
asked him not to put in 
parking, but rather to opt 

for a ground floor retail 
establishment to activate 
the streetscape. Original-
ly, Antonelli had parking, 
but he said the City nixed 
that as it wanted more ac-
tivation in the area.

Now the no-parking 
building on Broadway 
has become a focal point 
for planners and builders 
on either side of the car 
vs. no-car debate. An-
tonelli, despite building 
the project, may not be 
as much of a fan of the 
no parking as one might 
expect.

“The no parking is a 
challenging condition 
the City keeps imposing 
on these developments,” 
he said. “The City wants 
and encourages develop-
ment, but it’s an obstacle 
because people do have 
cars. Where are they go-
ing to park? That’s not to 
say they need two spots 
per unit, which is the re-
quirement now, but they 
do have cars.”

That said, he is excit-
ed about the retail of-
fering that will activate 
the street, which he said 
would be a “mom and 
pop” operation. He said 
it will likely be a coffee 
shop or a food establish-
ment with 25 indoor seats 
and 15 outdoor seats.

Antonelli has set the 
standard high for con-
struction in the area, and 
he doesn’t credit that to 
granite countertops or 
other frills. Instead, it’s 
the large hole he built 
for the foundation and 
the anchor he gave to the 
building.

“The difference be-
tween this and a lot of 
other projects is I dug 
the hole,” he said. “I dug 
the hole. We dug deep to 
have a real cellar. That 
will become storage for 
the retail and the tenants. 
That’s different than 
most buildings like this. 
The typical construction 
is podium – just jack it 
up.”

By Christmas, he said, 
they will have buttoned 
up the outside of the de-
velopment and will begin 
working exclusively in-
side. It will be a mix of 
larger one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom units.

“My ideal unit is a two 
bedroom now because 
people want to share the 
rent and share the apart-
ment,” he said. “One 
year ago people wanted 
to live by themselves and 
they wanted made more 
money. Now, they want 
to share the rent and they 
don’t want to live alone.”

The building is part of 
a momentum of develop-
ment for Antonelli. 

On the other side of 
the City, at 120 Tremont 
St., he is just finishing a 
re-hab of 48 micro-units 
in an old industrial build-
ing that abuts the North-
ern Strand Bike Path and 
the RiverGreen Park. He 
said he expects to finish 
those on Nov. 1 and have 
them occupied by Dec. 1.

Meanwhile, he has just 
finished and sold small-
er condo projects at 15 
Morris St. and 128 Wa-
verly St.

FIELD SUFFERS 
HEART ATTACK

LYNN - Lynn City 
Councillor-at-Large Bri-
an Field was expecting to 
be back at work last week 
after suffering a near-fa-
tal heart attack the week 
before at home. Field is 
a funeral director at So-
limine Funeral Homes in 
Lynn.

Field, 44, underwent 
surgery Friday at Sa-
lem Hospital after being 
rushed to the hospital 
earlier in the day. He had 
been experiencing chest 
pains Thursday night but 
he thought it was indi-
gestion.

“I thought it was a 
case of indigestion but 
the pains started again at 
6 a.m [Friday],” reported 
Field. “I texted my wife 
[Stefani] to come upstairs 
and she and her father, 
who is a retired firefight-
er, called 911. Lynn Fire 
and Atlantic Ambulance 
came and transported me 
to Salem Hospital. The 
Emergency Department 
was great.”

Field said he was very 
grateful to those who re-
sponded so quickly in a 
serious, medical situa-
tion.

“My family, the Lynn 
Fire Department, At-
lantic Ambulance, the 
paramedics on the ambu-
lance, the Salem Hospital 
Emergency Department, 
and Dr. Sunu Thomas, 
“who did the stent proce-
dure.”

Field was released 
from the hospital Mon-
day afternoon. “I’m on 
medication, resting at 
home – the doctors told 
me do some walking. 
I’ve made a couple of 
lifestyle changes on diet, 
medication, and exercise 
and I should be okay. 
I’ve been cleared to go 
back to work.”

Field said he had no 
previous heart-related in-
cidents prior to the heart 
attack. He had undergone 
lower base skull surgery 
in July and that affected 
his exercise regimen. He 
does not believe the on-
going COVID-19 pan-
demic had a negative 
impact on his circula-
tory system and overall 
health.

“I don’t think it had 
anything to do with my 
health situation,” said 
Field. “I think everybody 
is stressed by the pan-
demic.”

Field and his wife, Ste-
fani, will celebrate their 
20th anniversary on Oct. 
7. The couple has three 
children all of whom vis-
ited him in the hospital. 

“Stefani’s been the 
best, I can’t ask for a bet-
ter woman,” said Field. 
“She’s been by my side 
all summer. I hope to 
have an anniversary din-
ner with her. I don’t think 
I can eat a steak, but 
we’ll do something. I’ll 
take her somewhere nice. 
I owe her.”

Field said Mayor 
Thomas McGee and 
all of his colleagues on 
the City Council have 
reached out to him offer-
ing their best wishes in 
his recovery process.

POSSIBLE CHANGE 
IN OVERNIGHT 
PARKING RULES

REVERE - Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McK-
enna is seeking to amend 
some of the regulations 
in the new City-Wide 
Overnight Parking Pro-
gram that begins on Oct. 
15.

Specifically, McKen-
na wants “to allow res-
idents whose vehicles 
are registered in the City 
of Revere and who pay 
motor vehicle excise tax-
es to the City of Revere 
be eligible to receive an 
overnight or permanent 
parking sticker provided 
the resident does not live 
in a residential building 

in which parking varianc-
es have been previously 
granted by the City.”

“I’m finding that peo-
ple that are living on 
state roads – that are 
taken care of by DCR 
and MassDOT – they 
can’t get parking stickers 
and they’re paying ex-
cise taxes in Revere and 
they’re registered in Re-
vere. A great example is 
Revere Beach Parkway. 
We have single-family 
houses there and they 
can’t get overnight stick-
ers because it’s run by 
MassDOT or DCR. I just 
don’t think that’s fair.”

Councillor-at-Large 
Jessica Giannino and 
Ward 6 Councillor Rich-
ard Serino thanked McK-
enna for bringing the is-
sue into the public forum.

“I obviously wasn’t on 
the City Council last year 
when the Council enacted 
the resident parking ordi-
nance but I, too, have re-
ceived calls, not so much 
for Ward 6 for its impact, 
but for Revere Beach 
Boulevard and the Lyn-
nway where friends have 
expressed concerns.”

Ward 3 Councillor 
Arthur Guinasso said he 

called [Parking Director] 
Jim Rose in reference to 
Revere Beach “and Re-
vere Beach is exempt so 
anyone can park on Re-
vere Beach – you don’t 
even need a sticker.”

Ward 5 Councillor 
John Powers said he ex-
plained to a constituent 
that, “We don’t control 
state highways. We can 
advise. We can request. 
But we don’t have any di-
rect control over them. I 
think this is a matter that 
certainly would fall upon 
the Legislature and the 
Governor. I agree with 
Councillor McKenna 100 
percent. There are state 
roads.”

Citing the lack of suf-
ficient parking spaces for 
residents at the Jack Sat-
ter House and the lack of 
parking spaces nearby on 
Oak Island Street, Pow-
ers said “this whole proj-
ect has to be revisited.”

Guinasso said the 
City Council and Traffic 
Commission worked on 
the Overnight Parking 
Program for more than 
five years. “If we start 
attacking the program 
by watering it down, we 
really have to draw back. 

Let the program take its 
place. And then we have 
a little meeting with peo-
ple and organize. But to 
keep watering it down 
and sending it to a point 
where – we’re defeating 
the whole purpose that 
we intended.”

Council President Pat-
rick Keefe agreed with 
Guinasso stating, “We 
had the debate [on res-
ident parking]. Now 
we’re in the middle of 
implementing. Before 
we make adjustments, 
we need to really let the 
dust settle. We have to be 
smart enough to let this 
happen and let it play out 
and then make the adjust-
ments down the road.”

In a matter related to 
resident parking, Coun-
cillor-at-Large Steven 
Morabito noted that there 
is “caretaker permit” that 
a resident (vehicle own-
er) can apply for when 
providing health care to 
residents in emergen-
cy situations. Morabito 
commended Director Jim 
Rose for his assistance in 
a recent situation involv-
ing an emergency care 
provider assisting a se-
nior resident.
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Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Please visit eastietimes.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Natalie Campbell
Of Winthrop

Natalie (Mazzie) Camp-
bell of Winthrop passed 
away on October 2.

The devoted mother 
of Carl Campbell and his 
wife, Frances of Malden 
and Elaine Campbell of 
Winthrop, she was prede-
ceased by three sisters and 
three brothers. She was 
the loving grandmother 
of Rachelle Leon and her 
husband, Max of Maine, 
Carl  Campbell Jr. and 
his wife, Rhonda, Nicole 
Zimmerman and her hus-
band, Michael and the late 
Sean Campbell and his 
surviving wife, Michelle. 
She was the adored great 
grandmother of seven and 
is also survived by many 
loving nieces and neph-
ews. 

Family and friends will 
honor Natalie’s life by 
gathering at  St. John the 
Evangelist Church, 320 
Winthrop Street, Win-
throp for a memorial mass 
on Saturday, Oct. 10 at 10 
a.m.

In lieu of flowers me-
morial donations may 

be made to  National MS 
Society, P.O. Box 91891 
Washington DC 20090-
1891, or  https://www.
nationalmssociety.org/Do-
nate. 

All services will be 
held in accordance with 
Phase-3 of the Common-
wealth of Massachu-
setts  phased reopening 
plan due to COVID-19. 
Face coverings are re-
quired to be worn in the 
funeral home and social 
distancing measures are 
encouraged.  Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home 
East Boston, MA 02128

r u g g i e r o m h .
com --  info@ruggieromh.
com.

Rosina Nicolina Zirpolo
Of East Boston

Rosina Nicolina Zirpo-
lo of East Boston passed 
away at home at the age 
of 86.

The beloved wife of the 
late Giuseppe Zirpolo, she 
was the devoted mother of 
Angelo Zirpolo  and Anna 
Zirpolo, both of East Bos-
ton and Emilio Zirpolo 
and his wife, Darlene of 
Saugus; dear sister of the 
late Sabino, Michelina 
and Allessandro Zirpolo; 
adored grandmother of 
Joseph, Cameron and Gi-
anna Zirpolo; cherished 
aunt  of Angelo Zirpolo 
and his wife, Michelle and 
their children, Michaelan-
gelo and Daniella  and 
Mary Raimo. She is also 
survived by many family 
members in Italy.

Family and friends will 
honor Rosina’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
971 Saratoga St., East 
Boston on Friday, Oct. 9 
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. 

before leaving in funeral 
procession to Sacred Heart 
Church, Brooks St., East 
Boston for an 11a.m. Fu-
neral Mass in celebration 
of Rosina’s life. Services 
will conclude with Rosina 
being entombed with her 
beloved Giuseppe in Holy 
Cross Mausoleum. 

All services will be 
held in accordance with 
the Commonwealth of 
MA Phase 3 Covid-19 
re-opening. All attendees 
must wear face coverings 
and social distancing is 
encouraged.

Edward Branchi
Of Revere

Edward Branchi of 
Revere passed away un-
expectedly after a brief 
illness, on Thursday, Oc-
tober 1.

The long time compan-
ion of Prudence “Prudy” 
Masciulli, he was the be-
loved son of the late Rose 
Geneovese, dear brother 
of the late Anita Bran-
chi and is also survived 
by many loving cousins, 
friends, and his adored 
dog, Venus.

All services are private.
Ruggiero Family Me-

morial Home, 971 Sara-

toga St., East Boston, MA 
02128.

r u g g i e r o m h .
com --  info@ruggieromh.
com.

David Allen Mulligan
Of East Boston

David Allen Mulligan 
of East Boston, formerly 
of Winthrop and Somer-
ville, passed away unex-
pectedly on Sept. 27.

The loving son of Don-
ald Mulligan and his long 
time partner, Debra Hardy 
and the late Diane (Clarke) 
Mulligan, he was the de-
voted father of Adyana 
Barbarisi and long time 
partner of Melanie Barba-
risi, cherished brother of 
Donnie Mulligan, Jessica 
Bowen, Jammie, Janette, 
Joshua, John, Jeff Har-
dy and the late Christine 
Mulligan and Jennie Har-
dy. He is also survived by 
many loving aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews and cous-
ins.  

Family and friends 
honored David’s life by 
gathering at the Ruggiero 
Family Memorial Home, 
East Boston on Monday 
October 5 and all oth-
er services were private.  
For more information or 
to leave an online condo-
lence please visit  www.
ruggieromh.com.

Josephine Giuffre
An enthusiastic fashionista

Josephine (Margareci) 
Giuffre, 79, passed away 
peacefully on Tuesday, 
Sept. 29.

Affectionately known 
as Pina, she was born in 
1941 in Messina, Sicily 
to Lorenzo and Caterina 
Margareci. The family, 
including siblings: Nino, 
Letterio, Pippo, Kerima, 
Paula, Antonio, Tina, An-
tonia and Mima, moved to 
Milan, Italy as a result of 
the devastation of World 
War II. 

In 1969, she married 
James A. Giuffre and to-
gether they raised five 
children in the Italian 
neighborhood of Orient 
Heights, East Boston. She 
became a proud American 
citizen in 1974. 

An enthusiastic fash-
ionista, Pina was known 
for her sense of style and 
love for the finer things in 
life. She thoroughly en-
joyed her time working as 
a “perfume girl” in the old 
Filene’s and Jordan Marsh 
stores in the Downtown 
Crossing area of Boston. 

Pina loved to travel. 
Together with her late 
husband Jimmy, she visit-
ed Florida and Las Vegas 
yearly. She also made an 
annual pilgrimage to Italy. 

Since settling in East 
Boston, Pina was a de-
vout member of the St. 
Joseph-St. Lazarus Parish. 

Pina is survived by her 
adoring children Jose-
phine Lee of Cohasset, 
Catherine Giuffre-Renaud 
and her husband, John of 
Maine, Linda Farris and 
her husband Christopher 
of Wakefield, James A. 
Giuffre and Joseph F. Gi-
uffre of Texas. Pina is the 
cherished grandmother of 
Ava, Declan and Emma 
Lee, Noelle and Anthony 
Breen, Patricia and Lucas 
Renaud, Katelin Farris, 
and James (Little Jimmy) 
A. Giuffre Jr. 

Funeral arrangements 
were entrusted to the Rug-
giero Family Memorial 
Home and interments was 
at Versailles  Mausoleum, 
Woodlawn Cemetery. Do-
nations in lieu of flowers 
may be made to Melano-
ma Research Foundation, 
1411 K St., NW 7th Floor, 
Washington, DC 20005.  
For more information or 
to leave an online condo-
lence, please visit  www.
ruggieromh.com.

7th Year Anniversary 
GIOVANNI 

GIANGREGORIO 
  2013     Oct 8         2020

Loved and Missed. 

Josephine, Anthony
and Angelo, 

Lynette, Rita, 
Nicholas, Giavanna, 

and Angela. 

To place a memoriam in the Times Free 

Press, please call 781-485-0588

Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Revenue (DOR) 
Commissioner Geoffrey 
Snyder announced that 
September revenue collec-
tions totaled  $3.144  bil-
lion, $46 million or 1.4 
percent less than the actu-
al collections in Septem-
ber 2019.

FY2021 year-to-date 
collections total approx-
imately $7.27 billion, 
which is $69 million or 
1.0 percent more than col-
lections in the same period 
of FY2020. Not reflected 
in the total is approxi-
mately $2.321 billion in 
deferred personal income 
tax payments and refunds 
processed in July and Au-
gust. Such payments and 
refunds have been record-

ed in FY2020 pursuant 
to legislation and are not 
shown in FY2021 year-to-
date collections.

“The decline in Sep-
tember revenues is mostly 
due to decreases in with-
holding, non-withheld 
income tax, meals tax, 
and ‘All Other’ tax. Those 
decreases were partly off-
set by increases in regular 
sales tax, motor vehicle 
sales tax, and corporate 
and business taxes,”  said 
Commissioner Snyder. 
“Individual estimated 
payments declined slight-
ly, and corporate esti-
mated payments showed 
a small increase in Sep-
tember, and we note that 
estimated payment reve-
nues tend to fluctuate over 

time and within each fiscal 
year.   DOR will continue 
to monitor these revenue 
categories closely.”

September is a signif-
icant month for revenue 
collection because the 
third installments of both 
individual and corporate 
estimated payments are 
due. September generally 
produces about 10 percent 
of annual revenue, mak-
ing September the third 
or fourth largest revenue 
month of the year. 

This September is ex-
pected to be different. Al-
though the month is still 
expected to be a signifi-
cant month for revenues 
because of individual and 
corporate estimated pay-
ments, it will also reflect 

the impact of the filing 
and payment due date ex-
tensions for regular sales, 
meals, and room occupan-
cy taxes. The due date for 
these tax types has been 
extended several times 
this year for certain busi-
nesses. The most recent 
extension was announced 
on Sept. 15. Returns and 
payments of these taxes 
for certain small business-
es otherwise due during 
the period beginning 
March 2020 through April 
2021 will instead be due 
in May 2021.[1] Note that 
September revenues will 
also continue to reflect the 
impact of COVID-19 on 
the tax base. Consequent-
ly, the September monthly 
and year-to-date figures 

should be interpreted with 
caution.

Details:
Preliminary September 

Revenue Collections
•Income tax collec-

tions for  September  were 
$1.712 billion, $28 million 
or 1.6% less than Septem-
ber 2019.

•Withholding tax col-
lections for September to-
taled $1.076 billion, $20 
million less than Septem-
ber 2019.

•Income tax estimated 
payments totaled $598 
million for  September, 
$25 million less than Sep-
tember 2019.

•Income tax returns and 
bills totaled $77 million 
for  September, $26 mil-
lion more than  Septem-

ber 2019.
•Income tax cash re-

funds in  September  to-
taled $39 million in out-
flows, $9 million more 
in outflow than  Septem-
ber 2019.

•Sales and use tax col-
lections for September to-
taled $603 million, $14 
million more than  Sep-
tember 2019.

•Corporate and business 
tax collections, including 
corporate estimated pay-
ments, for  September  to-
taled $619 million, $31 
million more than  Sep-
tember 2019.

•“Other tax” collections 
for  September  totaled 
$210 million, $63 million 
less than September 2019.

DOR reports September revenue collections total $3.144 billion
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Trees //  CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

CLEANING SERVICES

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

CONTRACTOR

PLASTERING
AUGUSTA 

PLASTERING
Interior/Exterior

• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory

RICH BUILDERS
Winthrop, MA 02152
Licensed & Insured

617-212-7792 Cell
Interior & Exterior • Construction 

Remodeling • Painting
Over 25 years in business

FREE Estimates

1 col. x  
2 inches

TO ADVERTISE 
IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00

For 3 Months
($10/wk)

FALL CLEAN UPS
CLOVERS 

LAWNCARE
•  Trees and Branches 

Removed
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143

LEGAL NOTICE
ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commission of 
the City of Boston hereby 
gives notice, in accordance 
with Chapter 665 of the Acts 
of 1956, as amended, that a 
virtual public hearing will be 
held on October 21, 2020, at 
10:00 AM in connection with 
Map Amendment Application 
No. 728, and a petition for 
approval of the Master Plan 
for Planned Development 
Area No. 124, Suffolk Downs 
Redevelopment, East Boston, 
as well as approval for 
the Development Plans for 
Phases One through Five, 
within Planned Development 
Area No. 124, filed by the 
Boston Redevelopment 
Authority d/b/a the Boston 
Planning & Development 
Agency.  
Said amendment would 
add the designation “D,” 
indicating a Planned Devel-
opment overlay district to 
the approximately 109-acre 
former horse racing facility 
spanning the border between 
Boston and Revere. The 
Boston portion of the site is 
bounded by the Boston-Re-
vere border on the north, 
Washburn Avenue and the 
MBTA Blue Line right of 
way to the east, McClellan 
Highway (Route 1A) and an 
existing oil tank farm to the 
west, and Waldemar Avenue 
to the south (the “Master 
Project Site”).   
The project consists of 
approximately 10.52 
million square feet of 
development, as well as an 
approximately 27-acre open 
space network. The project 
will include approximately 
7.31 million square feet of 
residential development and 
approximately 3.21 million 
square feet of office, hotel, 
retail, and other commercial 
development. The project 
will include an extensive 
network of new streets, 
sidewalks, bicycle facilities, 
and pedestrian walkways, 

all generally consistent with 
Boston’s Complete Streets 
standards. The project will 
include approximately 6,760 
parking spaces (the “Pro-
posed Master Project”). The 
Master Plan is divided into 
five (5) phases, each with 
its own Development Plan, 
described below.
PHASE ONE
The approximately 21.8-acre 
Phase 1 site is adjacent to 
the Suffolk Downs MBTA Blue 
Line station in the southwest 
corner of the Master Project 
Site. The Phase 1 project 
includes nine (9) buildings 
and seven (7) townhome 
buildings containing a 
total of approximately 
1,338,000 square feet of 
development adjacent to 
the Suffolk Downs MBTA 
Blue Line Station, consisting 
of the Belle Isle Square 
public plaza, approximately 
745,000 square feet of 
residential development, 
and approximately 593,000 
square feet of non-residen-
tial development including 
at least 56,000 square feet 
of commercial and retail 
corridor ground floor uses, 
and the construction of addi-
tional open space to provide, 
together with the Belle Isle 
Square public plaza, a total 
of approximately 250,000 
square feet (about 5.75 
acres) of publicly-accessible 
open space (the “Phase One 
Project”)
PHASE TWO
The approximately 25.9-acre 
Phase 2 site includes a north-
ern area in the northeastern 
portion of the Project Site 
and a southern area along 
the southern edge of the 
Project Site along a portion 
of Waldemar Avenue. The 
Phase 2 project includes 
eleven (11) buildings and 
four (4) townhome buildings 
containing a total of approx-
imately 1,731,000 square 
feet of development expand-
ing outward in two directions 
from the Suffolk Downs 
MBTA Blue Line Station, 

consisting of approximately 
1,325,000 square feet of 
residential development, 
and approximately 406,000 
square feet of non-residen-
tial development including 
at least 51,000 square feet 
of commercial and retail 
corridor ground floor uses, 
and the build out of approx-
imately 387,500 square feet 
(about 8.9 acres) of publicly 
accessible open space (the 
“Phase Two Project”).
PHASE THREE
The approximately 19.9-acre 
Phase 3 site is located near 
the center of the Project Site 
and extending north to the 
Boston-Revere municipal 
border. The Phase 3 project 
includes eight (8) buildings 
(including two buildings that 
are located in both Boston 
and Revere) containing 
a total of approximately 
2,905,000 square feet of 
development in the interior 
of the Project Site, consisting 
of approximately 1,994,000 
square feet of residential 
development, and approxi-
mately 911,000 square feet 
of non-residential devel-
opment including at least 
53,000 square feet of com-
mercial and retail corridor 
ground floor uses including 
several blocks of the Main 
Street retail district, and the 
build out of approximately 
167,000 square feet (about 
3.85 acres) of publicly acces-
sible open space (the “Phase 
Three Project”).
PHASE FOUR
The approximately 24.6-acre 
Phase 4 site is located along 
the portion of the Project 
Site boundary abutting the 
adjacent tank farm property 
to the west and bordered 
by Waldemar Avenue to the 
south. The Phase 4 project 
includes ten (10) buildings 
(including one building that 
is located in both Boston 
and Revere) and seven (7) 
single-family homes contain-
ing a total of approximately 
3,183,000 square feet of 
development bordering on 

Tomasello Road, consisting 
of approximately 2,047,000 
square feet of residential 
development, and approx-
imately 1,136,000 square 
feet of non-residential devel-
opment and approximately 
175,000 square feet (about 
4.0 acres) of publicly acces-
sible open space (the “Phase 
Four Project”).
PHASE FIVE
The approximately 16.9-acre 
Phase 5 site is located at 
the southwestern corner of 
the Project Site, bordered 
by Waldemar Avenue to 
the south, Route 1A to the 
west, and the adjacent 
tank farm property to 
the north. Phase 5 of the 
Proposed Master Project 
includes ten (10) buildings 
and four (4) single-family 
homes containing a total of 
approximately 1,363,000 
square feet of development 
bordering on Tomasello Road 
as it approaches Route 1A, 
consisting of approximately 
1,199,000 square feet of 
residential development 
and approximately 164,000 
square feet of non-residen-
tial development and approx-
imately 195,000 square feet 
(about 4.5 acres) of publicly 
accessible open space, in-
cluding enhancements to 
the adjacent wetland buffer 
on the northern side of 
Tomasello Road (the “Phase 
Five Project”).
This meeting will only be 
held virtually and not in 
person.  You can participate 
in this meeting by going to 
https://bit.ly/3ii1B04.  A 
copy of the petition, the PDA 
Master Plan, all Development 
Plans, and a map of the area 
involved may be obtained 
from the Zoning Commission 
electronically, and you may 
also submit written com-
ments or questions to jeffrey.
hampton@boston.gov.
For the Commission
Jeffrey M. Hampton
Executive Secretary

10/7/20
EB
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Visit eastietimes.com

proportionately exposed 
to environmental stress-
ors.

The planning process 
will include collaboration 
with key departments, 
agencies and partners like 
Tree Eastie that have a 
role in the protection or 
expansion of Boston’s tree 
canopy.

“As we plan for our 
city’s future, we’re work-
ing to ensure Boston is 
an equitable, safe city for 
all residents,” said May-
or Walsh. “We know how 
critical trees are as we 
fight climate change and 
improve the quality of life 
for all residents. This ur-
ban forest plan is the first 
of its kind in Boston, and 
is an opportunity to ensure 
every neighborhood has 
the resources they deserve 
and need. Boston is com-
mitted to strengthening 
our environmental work, 
and creating a brighter, 
greener future for all.”

Tree Eastie recently re-
ceived a grant of $10,000 
to plant more trees in 
Eastie. The project is an 
effort to bring awareness 
to Eastie’s lack of street 
trees with the goal of dou-
bling the neighborhood’s 
tree canopy coverage. 

The NOAH youth 
define the tree canopy 
as street trees or trees 
that line the sidewalks 
throughout the neighbor-
hood. These youths have 
been working to gather in-
formation and data on the 
tree canopy and now are 
starting to plant these new 
trees throughout Eastie.

Over 70 trees were 
planted last year and an-
other 40 trees are slated to 
be planted this year.

Using Google Earth 
the NOAH Youth mapped 
and marked every tree in 
the neighborhood. They 
counted the number of 
trees per street and cal-
culated how many trees 
could possibly fit on any 
given street. Studies show 
that ideally for a good ur-
ban tree canopy there is a 
tree every 20 to 25 feet.

The NOAH youth found 
there were 1,924 trees in 
Eastie and over 300,000 
linear feet of sidewalk 

space. On average there 
is a tree every 167 feet. If 
a tree was planted every 
25 feet Eastie could have 
over 12,500 trees.

An example that the 
NOAH youth point to is a 
4,980 foot stretch of Mav-
erick Street from the Mav-
erick Gate near the airport 
to Maverick Square where 
there are only 17 trees, or 
nine percent of the pos-
sible 199 trees that could 
potentially line the street.

The NOAH youth said 
trees naturally absorb 
pollution and could re-
duce urban noise by 6 to 
15 decibels. The NOAH 
Youth plan to increase 
tree coverage in Eastie to 
30 percent thus doubling 
the current tree canopy 
coverage.

Alongside the City, 
Tree Eastie will work with 
the picked partner and ap-
ply an environmental jus-
tice lens throughout the 
entire  process of creating 
a 20-year “Urban Forest 
Plan”. 

“As an environmen-
tal justice community, 
we know that East Bos-
ton residents are dispro-
portionately affected by 
coastal flooding due to sea 
level rise,” said Bill Mas-
terson, Founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of Tree 
Eastie. “Planning for the 
future of our City’s trees 
is an important part of a 
holistic approach for resil-
ient communities.”

Working with the se-
lected partner Tree Eastie 
will help the city devel-
op strategies to promote 
growth, longevity, and 
protection of Boston’s ur-
ban canopy over the next 
20 years. Understanding 
where canopy loss is hap-
pening is the first step in 
addressing these issues 
through policy, including 
guidelines for tree cano-
py protection on public, 
private, and institutional 
property.

“Mayor Walsh’s FY21 
budget provided a clear 
path forward with new 
funding for an urban for-
est plan and the staff to 
implement it,’ said Chris 
Cook, Chief of Environ-
ment, Energy and Open 

Space. “The Boston Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment will continue to care 
for Boston’s trees, and 
this plan represents a huge 
step toward proactive can-
opy stewardship.”

In addition to the 
$500,000 budgeted for the 
Urban Forest Plan, his-
toric investments in pub-
lic spaces this year will 
also support the hiring 
of a new arborist and the 
planting of an additional 
1,000 trees, doubling the 
yearly total to 2,000 trees 
planted per year.

The Urban Forest Plan 
and RFP builds on the 
Walsh Administration’s 
work to combat climate 
change, and advance strat-
egies to mitigate carbon 
mitigation. 

This initiative aims to 
increase resilience to ma-
jor flooding events, while 
also increasing access and 
open space area along the 
waterfront. 

Coastal resilience plans 
are about to enter a sec-
ond phase for Eastie and 
Charlestown and other 
coastal resilience plans 
are to be announced soon 
for Downtown, the North 
End, and Dorchester. 

The RFP was released 
on Monday, September 
28 and proposals are due 
by October 28, 2020 at 
12:00 p.m. Respondents 
can submit digitally via 
a secure FTP site or via 
hard copy. Detailed sub-
mission instructions, in-
cluding alternative means 
of digital submission can 
be found in Section 8.2 of 
the Request for Propos-
als. Applicants can view 
the advertisement for this 
RFP on the Bids and RFPs 
webpage. The RFP is be-
ing managed by the City 
of Boston’s Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
All questions or commu-
nications should be made 
to the RFP contact, Mag-
gie Owens, by phone at 
617-961-3025 or email at  
maggie.owens@boston.
gov. A virtual Informa-
tion Session will be held 
on Thursday, October 8. 
Please register by 3PM on 
October 8 via Eventbrite 
at bit.ly/urban-forest-plan.

ADRENALINE
RUSH!

1-800-GO-GUARD • www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 

You’ll also get career training 
and money for college. If you’re 
ready for the excitement, join 
the Army National Guard today.
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SAFELYSAFELYSAFELYSAFELY

COVID-19 has changed everything. 

Connect with our readers of The Revere Journal, 
The Winthrop Sun Transcript, The East Boston Times Free Press,

 Chelsea Record, Everett Independent, and Lynn Journal who are looking 
for options in light of the current crisis in our Septemer editions: 

• Do you have a different schedule
    or new protocols for in-person activities?  
• Dynamic online opportunities? 

AD RATES (in col. inches)
2x3...........Any 3 $225...........All 6......$325 
2x5...........Any 3 $450..........All 6......$550
3x5...........Any 3 $550..........All 6......$650
3x10 or 5x6..Any 3 $700.....All 6......$850

Banner (6x3).............$200   per city
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).
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PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency
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By John Lynds

For the past three years 
Zumix has celebrated the 
launch of Zumix Radio 
with a community block 
party that is held in Sep-
tember. The annual anni-
versary of the radio sta-
tion’s launch would draw 
hundreds down to Zumix 
to enjoy a daylong cele-
bration of food, music and 
on air interviews. 

Sadly, due to the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic 
Zumix had to scrap the 
annual event but has come 
up with a very creative 
way to celebrate the sta-
tion’s 4th Anniversary. 

“To celebrate the sta-
tion, we are hosting a 24-
hour Radiothon this week-
end driven by our Station 
Manager Rene Dongo,” 
said Zumix’s Director of 

Advancement Kim Daw-
son. 

This weekend on Octo-
ber 10 and 11 from noon 
to noon the station will be 
broadcasting for 24 hours 
live on ZUMIX Radio 
to celebrate turning four 
years old on FM radio. 

“We invite you to join 
us and take a listen live at 
94.9fm or online at https://
zumix .org / l i s ten l ive .
html,” said Dawson. “The 
community can also leave 
a birthday wish via voice-
mail for us to play during 
the event. Just call (617) 
819-5771.”

Zumix Radio is a com-
munity radio station 
broadcasting the voices 
and culture of Boston’s 
youth through music, sto-
ries, and bilingual con-
versation. After streaming 
online for a decade, Zu-

mix Radio began broad-
casting as a low power FM 
station 24 hours daily in 
2016. Currently 25 youth 
and 20 adults produce and 
host weekly shows featur-
ing a variety of program-
ming including talk radio 
and music. 

In 2015 Zumix was 
granted one of two con-
struction permits by the 
Federal Communications 
Corporation (FCC) for a 
Low Power FM radio sta-
tion. The station, which is 
shared with Winthrop Art 
Association, broadcasts on 
94.9 FM. Its signal reaches 
a radius of approximately 
3.5 miles from a transmis-
sion site atop East Boston 
High School.  

In addition to its broad-
cast station, Zumix Radio 
continues to stream online 
at http://www.Zumix.org.

Zumix Radio’s 4th anniversary to celebrate with 24-hour radiothon

By John Lynds

This week the Boston 
Police Department issued 
an alert to East Boston res-
idents warning of fraudu-
lent activity that is target-
ing the neighborhood. 

According to police de-
tectives assigned to Dis-
trict A-7 in Eastie there 
have been numerous re-
ports of fraudulent crimi-
nal activity via the internet 
or over the phone over the 
past few months. 

“These cases range 
from transactions regard-
ing utility companies 
seeking delinquent pay-
ments to the purchase of 
animals,” said BPD in a 
statement this week. “In 
many incidents, individ-
uals demanded that pay-
ment be made through the 
use of gift cards.”

Consumer Education 
Specialist for the Federal 
Trade Commission Jim 
Kreidler said every day, 
millions of people who 
have lost their jobs are 
making difficult choic-
es about how to pay their 
bills and are sadly falling 
victim to scammers. 

  “As the Coronavirus 
continues to spread, scam-

mers are taking advantage 
of people’s heightened 
economic anxiety,” said 
Kreidler. “Their latest 
ploy is posing as represen-
tatives from utility compa-
nies to dupe people out of 
their cash and personal in-
formation by convincing 
them their utilities will be 
shut off if they don’t pay.”

If you get a call from 
someone claiming to be 
your utility company, here 
are some things you can 
do. 

“Thank the caller for 
the information,” said 
Kreidler. “Then firmly tell 
them you will contact the 
utility company directly 
using the number on your 
bill or on the company’s 
website.”

Even if the caller insists 
you have a past due bill or 
your services will be shut 
off, never give banking in-
formation over the phone 
unless you place the call 
to a number you know is 
legitimate.

“Utility companies 
don’t demand banking 
information by email or 
phone,” said Kreidler. 
“And they won’t force you 
to pay by phone as your 

only option. If the caller 
demands payment by gift 
card, cash reload card, 
wiring money or crypto-
currency, it is a scam. Le-
gitimate companies don’t 
demand payment by gift 
cards, like iTunes or Am-
azon, cash reload cards, 
like MoneyPak, Vanilla, or 
Reloadit, or cryptocurren-
cy, like Bitcoin. Tell your 
friends and loved ones 
about the scam so they can 
protect themselves. If you 
got this scam call, others 
in your community prob-
ably did too. We know 
when people hear about 
scams, they’re much more 
likely to avoid them.”

The BPD suggests if 
you believe you are the 
target of a fraudulent call, 
fraudulent internet trans-
action, or email solicita-
tion, please note the phone 
number, web address, or 
email of origin and report 
the incident to the Federal 
Trade Commission. Please 
call the FTC at 1(877) 
FTC-HELP (1-877-382-
4357) or TTY 1-866-653-
4261 or visit their website 
at: www.consumer.ftc.
gov/scam-alerts. 

Zumix Radio is a youth 
and community station 
that serves Zumix’s mis-
sion of empowering youth 
to make strong positive 
change in their lives, their 
communities, and the 
world.   Zumix radio pro-
duces and hosts weekly 
shows featuring a variety 
of music styles and top-
ics such as teen life, local 
news, and labor rights.  

Zumix Radio began in 
2005 and initially broad-
cast at 1630 AM.   When 
Zumix moved to the 
Firehouse at 260 Sumner 
Street in 2010 the radio 
station was only avail-
able online.  With the new 
broadcast station Zumix 
Radio has been reaching a 
broader and more diverse 
group of listeners.

Zumix’s LPFM license 
is the result of a ten-year 
effort by media justice 
advocates to win passage 
of the Local Community 
Radio Act that mandates 
the FCC to issue new 
non-commercial FM ra-
dio licenses to community 

groups across the country.  
The Act was passed by 
Congress and signed into 
law by former President 
Barack Obama in January 
2011. Since fall 2013 there 
have been 1,506 LPFM li-
censes granted across the 
country.  Only two LPFM 
frequencies were available 
in Boston, and Zumix was 
chosen for one of the two. 

The Lineup for the 
weekend Radiothon is as 
follows::

Noon - Radio Kick-Off 
- Britt, Mariel and Dan-
ielle

1pm - How did 94.9FM 
start with Britt and a spe-
cial guest

2pm - Ritmo Salsero 
with Johnny G

3pm - Journalism - 
Geana and Lia with Teens 
in Print

4pm - ZTC Reunion 
Show - hosted by Wilce 
and Sarah 

5pm - Elemental Radio 
with DJ Potassium 

6pm - The Quiz Show 
- hosted by Richie, with 
Carlos and Eddie

7pm - The Quiz Show 
- hosted by Richie with 
Abe, Peter and Chris

8pm - CooperaYA! - 
Quarantine Special

9pm - Mixen with Max
10pm - What’s Up East-

ie with Kannan
11pm - Expressions
Midnight - Expressions 

ft April Love
1am - XYZ Takeover 

with Gabi
2am - Mystery Show
3am - Firehouse MEEP 

MEEP Hour
4am - Four AM with 

Rene
5am - Hip Hop History 

with Corey and The Arci-
type

6am - Sprouts Radio 
Drama - Part 2

7am - ZUMIX Story 
Hour - Block Party 1

8am - Mystery Show 2
9am - The Morning 

Show with Corey
10am - Bienestar with 

Carmen and Elisanett
11am - Radio Finale 

with Geana, Britt and Car-
los

BPD warns Eastie residents of fraudulent activity

By John Lynds

Coming on the heels of 
the Boston Planning and 
Development Agency’s 
(BPDA) approval of the 
Suffolk Downs develop-
ment proposal two weeks 
ago, the Boston City 
Council’s Committee on 
Government Operations 
will hold a working ses-
sion on Thursday, Oct. 8 
on a fair housing and zon-
ing proposal by Councilor 
Lydia Edwards. 

With Suffolk Downs 
poised to become the larg-
est single development in 
Boston’s history, Council-
or Edwards’s zoning pro-
posal would ensure equity 
review in large develop-
ments and major planning 
initiatives. 

Edwards initially filed 
the zoning change in April 
2019 and released a report 
last fall recommending 
changes to planning and 
zoning to ensure city ef-
forts remove barriers to 
housing choice, further 
fair housing and address 
displacement. 

“The Affirmatively 
Furthering Fair Housing 

Community Advisory 
Committee, a coalition of 
housing and equity orga-
nizations, on June 6 re-
leased a report after three 
years of research recom-
mending to codify equi-
ty into the zoning code,” 
said Edwards. “During a 
working session on the 
proposal held on June 
19, the BPDA committed 
to implementing such an 
amendment.”

Edwards said this work-
ing session is part of a con-
tinued conversation be-
tween the council and the 
BPDA to finalize the im-
plementation documents 
necessary to enforce the 
amendment for approval 
by the city council and the 
zoning commission. 

“When finalized and 
implemented, the amend-
ment will be the first of 
its kind in the country 
and will apply to Suffolk 
Downs, the largest private 
development in Boston’s 
history, due to language in 
its Planned Development 
Area binding it to future 
fair housing laws and zon-
ing regulations,” said Ed-
wards. 

The working session 
will begin at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday and will be 
streamed live at boston.
gov/city-council-tv. 

“The City of Boston 
has no procedures within 
the development process 
to ensure major planning 
and zoning initiatives sup-
port efforts to affirmative-
ly further fair housing as 
required by the 1968 Fair 
Housing Act,” said Ed-
wards. 

Councilor Edwards’ 
zoning proposal would 
formally incorporate fair 
housing requirements in 
the zoning code. The pro-
posed amendment would 
align Boston’s zoning 
code with civil rights law 
and the city’s expressed 
goals to promote equity, 
expand housing opportu-
nity and prevent displace-
ment. 

“Specifically, the 
amendment incorporates 
fair housing language into 
Article 80 of the zoning 
code and establishes a fair 
housing review of Planned 
Development Areas 
(PDAs),” said Edwards. 

City Council Committee, Councilor Edwards to 
host a working session on fair housing Thursday



Wednesday, October 7, 2020	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Page 15

• Revere • Everett • Winthrop • Lynn • East Boston • Chelsea • Charlestown 

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified
More Than 100,000 Readers Each Week7 Communities

Classified REaL EstatE
Sales • Rentals
Land • Commercial
RECRuItmENt
Professional • Medical
General • Services

• Auto Sales • Yard Sales
• Miscellaneous

Call:
781-485-0588

Fax: 
781-485-1403Winthrop

EvErEtt

Lynn

rEvErE

ChELsEa

East 
Boston

CharLEstoWn

National Grid released 
its Net Zero by 2050 Plan, 
aimed at achieving net 
zero by 2050, including 
emissions from the sale of 
electricity and gas to cus-
tomers. The plan builds on 
a recently announced Re-
sponsible Business Char-
ter,  which laid out the 
Company’s commitments 
to the environment, em-
ployees, customers, and 

communities.
“Our Net Zero by 2050 

Plan outlines our approach 
to exploring a wide range 
of solutions until we can 
deliver the affordable, re-
liable clean energy future 
our customers want and 
deserve – no later than 
2050,” said Badar Khan, 
President, National Grid 
U.S.   “We don’t have all 
the answers yet, and the 

path to both increase re-
newable energy and de-
carbonize heat will be 
challenging. We believe 
our electric and gas net-
works have a vital role in 
helping achieve net-zero 
emissions and our an-
nouncement today is the 
beginning of a transfor-
mative journey of our 
business.”

The Company’s Net 

Zero by 2050 Plan identi-
fies 10 key areas of focus:

• Reducing demand 
through energy efficiency 
and demand response; 

• Decarbonizing the gas 
network through use of 
renewable natural gas and 
hydrogen; 

• Reducing methane 
emissions from our own 
gas network while work-
ing with the industry to 

reduce emissions through 
the entire value chain; 

• Integrating innovative 
technologies to decarbon-
ize heat; 

• Interconnecting large 
scale renewables with a 
21st century grid; 

• Enabling and optimiz-
ing distributed generation; 

• Utilizing storage; 
• Eliminating SF6 emis-

sions; 

• Advancing clean 
transportation; and 

• Investing in large-
scale carbon management.

Learn more about Na-
tional Grid’s Responsible 
Business Charter and the 
National Grid U.S. Net 
Zero by 2050 Plan: https://
www.na t iona lg r idus .
com/responsible-busi-
ness-commitments.

National Grid releases its Net Zero Plan to be achieved by 2050

U.S. PIRG is part-
nering with  Marked by 
COVID  for a nation-
al Week of Mourning, Oct. 
4-11. Virtual vigils and 
social media actions will 
commemorate the more 
than 200,000 Americans 
who have lost their lives to 
COVID-19. People inter-
ested in participating can 
track and sign up for activ-
ities here.

“Our hearts go out to 
those who have lost fam-
ily members, friends and 
coworkers to this deadly 
virus. Perhaps the most 
heartbreaking part is the 
knowledge that so many of 

these deaths were prevent-
able if our federal and state 
leaders had taken quicker 
and more decisive action,” 
said Matt Wellington, the 
director of U.S. PIRG’s 
public health campaigns.

For months, health ex-
perts have laid out how to 
contain this virus and save 
lives. Nearly 1,400 health 
professionals signed  a 
letter  calling on deci-
sion makers at all levels 
of government to lower 
the number of virus cases 
by closing non-essential 
businesses and to only 
reopen once states have 
built robust testing capac-

ity. Some of the nation’s 
top economists  joined the 
call  to make clear that 
rushing to reopen before 
squashing the virus would 
backfire and prolong eco-
nomic damage. 

While a handful of 
states have the virus un-
der control, it continues 
to  spread  unchecked  in 
much of the United States. 

“As we approach the 
holidays, many families 
will have an empty seat at 
the table. We cannot forget 
the pain and suffering this 
virus has caused. And we 
should turn that pain into 
action to save lives,” said 

Wellington. 
Experts at the Har-

vard Global Health Insti-
tute and Brown School 
of Public Health released 
a  new analysis  Thursday 
of the amount of testing 
each state needs to do 
to effectively suppress 
COVID-19. The new tar-
gets show that most states 
still have a long way to go 
to build up testing, while a 
handful of states are lead-
ing by example. 

“There’s no silver bullet 
to get us out of this mess, 
but widespread testing 
could certainly give us 
some pieces of our lives 

back. The federal gov-
ernment has taken small 
steps forward,  but it’s up 
to state governors to make 

this happen now. Too 
much time and too many 
lives have been wasted al-
ready,” said Wellington. 

U.S. PIRG promotes national ‘Week of Mourning’ October 4-11

PUBLIC HEARING
BOSTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION

October 14, 2020

In accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act, M.G.L. Chapter 131, Section 40, and the Boston Wetlands Ordinance, Bos-
ton City Code, Ordinances, Chapter 7-1.4, the BOSTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION will hold a virtual public hearing at 6:00 p.m. 
on October 14, 2020 to review the following projects to determine what conditions, if any, the Commission will impose in order to protect 

the interests of the public and private water supply, ground water, prevention of pollution, flood control, prevention of storm damage, protec-
tion of fisheries and land containing shellfish, and protection of wildlife habitat:

Any matter posted as a public hearing may be deliberated on at a subsequent meeting.
	

6:00 PM

Notice of Intent for DEP File No. 006-1715 & BOS File No. 2020-002 from VHB on behalf of Eversource for the proposed construc-
tion of a new substation located at 400 Condor St, East Boston, MA (DPA, 100ft Buffer to Coastal Bank) * Continued from the May 6, 2020 

hearing

Translation and Sign Language interpreters are available upon prior request.  The Commission will hold a public meeting immediately fol-
lowing the last hearing or as appropriate following any hearing.  Plans and filings with the Commission may be viewed at the Environment 

Department, Boston City Hall, Room 709, from 8 AM to 4 PM Monday through Friday.  For more information, call 617-635-3850.

Nicholas Moreno
Boston Conservation Commission

AUDIENCIA PÚBLICA
COMISIÓN DE CONSERVACIÓN DE BOSTON

14 de octubre de 2020 

De conformidad con la Ley de Protección  de Humedales de Massachusetts, M.G.L. capítulo 131, artículo 40, y la Ordenanza de 
Humedales de Boston, Código de la ciudad de Boston, Ordenanzas, capítulo 7-1.4, la COMISIÓN DE CONSERVACIÓN DE BOSTON 

celebrará una audiencia pública a las 6:00 p.m. del día 14 de octubre de 2020 para examinar los siguientes proyectos a fin de determinar qué 
condiciones, si las hubiere, impondrá la Comisión para proteger los intereses del abastecimiento de agua público y privado, aguas subter-

ráneas, prevención de la contaminación, control de las inundaciones, prevención de los daños causados por las tormentas, protección de las 
industrias pesqueras y de las tierras que contienen mariscos, y protección del hábitat de la fauna silvestre:

Cualquier asunto planteado como audiencia pública puede ser deliberado en una reunión posterior.
	

6:00 PM

Notificación de intención para el archivo DEP No. 006-1715 y el archivo BOS No. 2020-002 de VHB en representación de Eversource 
para la propuesta construcción de una nueva subestación ubicada en 400 Condor Street, East Boston, MA (DPA, 100 pies de distancia de la 

orilla de la costa) * Continuación de la audiencia del 6 de mayo de 2020

La traducción y los intérpretes de lenguaje de señas están disponibles previa solicitud.  La Comisión celebrará una reunión pública inmed-
iatamente después de la última audiencia o según proceda después de cualquier audiencia.  Los planes y archivos de la Comisión pueden ser 
vistos en el Departamento de Medio Ambiente, Ayuntamiento de Boston, Sala 709, de 8 a.m. a 4 p.m. de lunes a viernes.  Para mayor infor-

mación, llame al 617-635-3850.

Nicholas Moreno
Comisión de Conservación de Boston



Page 16	 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S 	 Wednesday, October 7, 2020

By John Lynds 

Everybody can agree 
the Class of 2020 across 
the United States got a raw 
deal.

For hundreds of Revere 
High School (RHS) seniors, 
the last year of high school 
is a right of passage and 
one that is remembered for 
a lifetime. The final year of 
high school  is usually filled 

with a tremendous amount 
of excitement and accom-
plishment.

However, the Class of 
2020 has been living in 
a strange time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
shuttered schools back in 
March.

The usual traditions of 
senior prom, senior day 
and, above all, graduation 
exercises were all can-

celled.
However, Revere Public 

School Superintendent Dr. 
Dianne Kelly informed the 
school committee recently 
that Revere High is con-
tinuing to honor the wishes 
of the Class of 2020 and al-
low them to take the lead on 
how graduation will be af-
ter the June celebration was 

Zoning Board of Appeals approves two projects
By Journal Staff

The Revere Zoning 
Board of Appeals voted to 
approve a change to one 
project on Shirley Avenue 
and voted again to allow a 
36-unit apartment building 
to be constructed on Wash-
ington Ave. at its meet-
ing last Wednesday after-
noon.

The project at 191 Shir-
ley Ave. initially had been 
approved by the board as a 

four-story building in late 
2019, but the developer, 
Craig Halajian of Cam-
bridge,  came before the 
board seeking to add a fifth 
floor that would have eight 
additional single-bedroom 
units. 

Atty. Cory Rhoades, who 
represented the developer, 
told the board that because 
of the pandemic, financing 
would be easier if the de-
veloper could increase the 
number of rental units.  He 

noted that even with the 
fifth floor, the building still 
would remain within the 
height restrictions of the 
area. Rhoades added that 
the additional floor would 
blend in nicely with the 
new buildings in the neigh-
borhood that the board 
had approved at their June 
meeting.

Although parking is-
sues concerned the com-

350 MASS ACTION 
ENDORSES 
GRAVELLESE FOR 
STATE REP 

350 Mass Action’s State 
Political Team, represent-
ing 350 Mass Action chap-
ters from across the state, 
has unanimously endorsed 
Joseph Gravellese for State 
Representative for the Suf-
folk 16th  district, including 
parts of Revere, Saugus, 
and Chelsea.

350 Mass Action is a 
statewide network of vol-
unteers dedicated to ad-
dressing climate and en-
vironmental challenges, 
by moving toward a just, 
healthy, and sustainable en-
ergy future. 

“While some state-lev-
el progress has been made 
around climate protection 
and environmental justice 
issues, there is much more 
to do,”  said 350 Mass Ac-
tion Political Manager, Ca-
bell Eames. “The health and 
prosperity of our cities and 
towns requires that Mas-
sachusetts prioritize these 
issues. We are happy to 
endorse Joe Gravellese be-
cause we expect him to be a 
climate champion in future 
Legislatures.” 
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RHS SOFTBALLERS RECEIVE AWARDS AT 
ANNUAL ALUMNI SOFTBALL GAME

See ZBA Page 2

Mayor Arrigo introduces U.S. Senator Ed Markey to say a 
few words and greets him with the ever popular elbow 
bump. See more photos on Page 24.

SEN. MARKEY STOPS IN REVERE

Coaches Briana Scata and Jenna Wells are shown with RHS Seniors and their trophies they 
were presented for their academic and athletic achievements. Sonia Salazar, Mike Della Rus-
so Athletic Award and the Walter E. Tye Memorial Swimming Award, Capt. Katie O’Donnell, 
RHS Academic Award and the Leonard J Randall Award, Capt. Eve Lescovitz, GBL Scholar 
Athlete ward and the Vanessa Ardagna Memorial Award. See more photos on Page 14.

 Special to the Journal

The Humanitarian Aid 
group under the Turkish 
Cultural Center (TCC)  
held a meat drive on Mon-
day, August 3rd for Eid al 

Adha (Feast of Sacrifice) 
(EAA) at the Turkish Cul-
tural Center on Revere 
Street. 

According to Islam, the 
Feast of Sacrifice com-
memorates Prophet Abra-

ham’s obedience to God as 
he was tested to sacrifice 
his beloved son. Mahmut 
Bekin of the Humanitari-
an Aid Group at the TCC 

Mayor Brian Arrigo (center) stands with members and officials from the Turkish Cultural 
Center behind care packages filled with meats, supplied by the Turkish Cultural Center and 
fresh produce, provided by the City, set to be delivered to families in need in the city as 
part of the TCC’s Food Drive for Eid al Adha (Feast of Sacrifice).

Turkish Cultural Center hosts food drive

Council, School Committee 
select Jannino-Elam to 
Regional School Committee

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-
ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sun-

day, July 26 when Troopers 
from the State Police-Re-
vere Barracks and Re-
vere Police responded to a 
shooting.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 
Hospital, where he was lat-
er pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests the shooting 

Eastie teen charged in 
connection to fatal Revere 
Beach Boulevard shooting 

See TCC Page 3

See SHOOTING Page 2

By Cary Shuman

Melissa Jannino Elam 
will succeed her father, the 
late Ronald Jannino, as Re-
vere’s representative on the 
Northeast Regional Voca-
tional School Committee.

Mr. Jannino served with 
distinction for 35 years on 
the Committee before his 
passing on June 20, 2020. 
He was usually one of 
the top vote-getters in the 
Northeast school district, a 
tribute to his popularity and 
his dedication to his job.

 Under the Northeast Re-
gional Vocational School 
Committee’s rules on suc-
cession, the local boards se-
lect the new representative 
to the Committee. The Re-
vere School Committee and 
City Council held a joint 
meeting July 27 and unani-
mously selected Elam to the 
position.

“I just want to thank you 
all – Mayor Arrigo, the City 
Council, the School Com-
mittee – for giving me this 
opportunity today,” Elam 
said following the vote. 
“I really appreciate being 

able to complete the term 
that my father left sadly 
and suddenly vacant. I have 
cherished watching him for 
the last 35 years shape and 
advance the technical ed-
ucation in the city. And I 
hope that in the next three 
months that I can do half as 
much as he has for the City 
of Revere and  Northeast 
Voke and I appreciate it.”

Elam, 45, said she has 
watched her father serve on 
the Committee “practically 
my whole life. – and I’m 
very proud of his record.”

Revere has the second 
highest number of stu-
dents enrolled at Northeast 
among the 12 communities 
in the district. Mr. Jannino 
paved the way for many 
Revere students to attend 
the school. Graduates have 
gone on to enjoy successful 
careers in various trades or 
to attend college.

Elam works for a food 
service distributor. “I work 
with a lot of chefs, so I work 
with people who come from 
vocational education back-

See ELAM Page 6

See RHS GRADUATION Page 2

RHS “Social Distance” graduation to take place 
Tuesday, Aug. 11 at Harry Della Russo stadium

By Laura Plummer

The Winthrop Town 
Council met remotely on 
Aug. 4 for its regularly 
scheduled weekly meeting. 
In case you missed it, here 
are the highlights.

COVID-19
Dept. of Public Health 

(DPH) Director Meredith 
Hurley provided an update 
on COVID-19 cases in 
Winthrop. Since the start 
of the pandemic, Win-
throp has seen 306 positive 
COVID-19 cases, with 269 
in recovery, 13 in isolation 
and 24 deceased. Hurley 

said rates were slowing 
since the spike in July, and 
the town’s percent posi-
tive rate was the lowest it 
has been since the end of 
May. The town’s current 
3.41 percent positive rate is 
more evenly spread among 
individuals of all ages. DPH 
is currently prioritizing the 
safe reopening of schools.

In terms of reopening 
Town Hall and other town 
departments, Town Man-
ager Austin Faison said he 
is working to see how this 
could be done safely.

“The priority is the pub-
lic health issue,” he said. 
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~Pending~
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Championship Physical Therapy, 57 Putnam Street, Winthrop
617 846-5609           www.winthropcpt.com           Fax: 617 539-0025

Championship Physical Therapy

We ARE reopenING Aug. 3We ARE reopenING Aug. 3rdrd

William J. Squires, PT  |  Kim Cash, MPT  |  Elizabeth Donovan, PTA

It’s Official!It’s Official!
28th  Year 

in Business!

The Vecchio Brothers, Jared and Michael are members of 
the Winthrop High School Class of 2020 and received their 
diplomas on July 24 during the commencement ceremony.
Jared is headed to UMass Amherst for computer sci-
ence.  Michael is headed to UMass Amherst Isenberg 
School of business.  They are members  of the National 
Honor Society and participated in several acts of communi-
ty service throughout all of their years of school, starting in 
kindergarten.  Shown in the photo are Jared on the left and 
Michael on the right.

COLLEGE BOUND

ART ON DISPLAY 
ON AUGUST 16

The Winthrop Art Asso-
ciation (WAA) is pleased 
to announce the ‘Museum 
Without Walls’ Street Art 
Exhibit at French Square in 
Winthrop Center. The Art 
will be presented later this 
month on the parking spac-
es created with the removal 
of French Square and will 
be a temporary enhance-
ment of the total area.  

Frank Costantino, WAA 
Artist Member and local 
resident proposed the idea 
to town officials and asked 
for the support of WAA.  
The ‘Museum Without 
Walls’ Exhibit’ will serve as 
a prototype for a larger ini-
tiative to paint other spaces 
and walls in Town, with the 
adaptation of Master Art-
works from any period or 
source chosen by our mem-
ber artists.  The goal of this 
art initiative is to attract vis-
itors and involve the artist 
community as we develop 
Winthrop as a strong visible 
presence for residents and 
visitors. 

The anticipated Paint 
Day will be on Sunday in 
August 16 (August 23 rain 
date) from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
to minimize disruption for 
businesses and area res-
idents. The painters may 
take as long as needed to 
complete the work, but 
should finish their work no 
later than Sunday evening.  
Space distancing and face 
masks will be required.  Se-
lections will be made for 
the first round of the ‘Muse-
um Without Walls’ Exhibit 
with space assigned on a 
first selected basis.  A sec-
ond round of painting will 
be required to complete the 

Enjoying the great pizza at the Prince House of Pizza and the comedy at Giggles under the 
tent, Jim Nestor, Lynda DiMuro, Mary Jane Abery, Tina Baptista, Nancy Williams-Anderson, 
Alice Anderson and Gabe Baptista during last Wednesday’s annual fundraiser for the Win-
throp-based “Those Who Can for Those in Need.” See more photos on Page 14.

See CBD Page 8

By Kate Anslinger

Resident and local busi-
ness owner, Danielle Logan 
has had no shortage of chal-
lenges in her life. Shortly 
after she married the love 
of her life, Steve Logan, 
an emergency surgery due 
to Necrotizing Pancreatitis, 
brought Steve to the Inten-
sive Care Unit, followed by 
a six month stay in the hos-
pital. As Danielle watched 
Steve take a near-fatal turn, 
she stood by his side nurs-
ing him back to health. He 
currently has 20% of his 
pancreas intact and contin-
ues to endure severe health 
complications.

On July 2, just two 
weeks before her 37th birth-
day, Danielle’s role of care-
taker quickly switched to 
patient, when she received 

the news that she has stage 
3 breast cancer. When she 
started getting debilitating 
night sweats, she knew that 
something was awry in her 

body. She decided to stop 
taking her birth control with 
the hopes that the sweats 
would end, but within three 
weeks she found three 
lumps in her right breast 
and was told to come in for 
a scan immediately. 

“I knew something 
wasn’t right when the ul-
trasound technician asked 
if I wanted to schedule an 
appointment to see the sur-
geon before I even had my 
biopsy results.” 

Taking the technician’s 
advice, she scheduled an 
appointment with a surgeon 
before she had the results, 
then waited three days be-
fore receiving the call that 
she had three different 
forms of cancer in her right 
breast, one of which is in 

Logan Family faces adversity with a positive attitude

THOSE WHO CAN FOR THOSE IN NEED FUNDRAISER

See LOGAN FAMILY Page 3

Danielle Logan, after she 
cut her hair to prep for 
chemo treatments.

By Kate Anslinger

On Monday evening, 
the school committee made 
a unanimous decision to 
implement a hybrid mod-
el for learning in the fall. 
The hybrid model, which 
consists of both in-person 
and remote learning meets 
and exceeds the guidance 
for mask-wearing, prop-
er social distancing, hand 
washing, and cleaning and 
sanitization schedules. 

While districts through-
out the Commonwealth 
are considering different 
approaches to the hybrid 
model, Winthrop’s return 
to school task force has 
chosen option two, which 
will allow for two in-person 
days of learning, and three 
remote days for students in 

grades Pre-K through 12. 
Students will be broken up 
into cohorts, either blue or 
gold, and they will attend 
in-person lessons on ei-
ther Monday and Tuesdays 
of every week or Thurs-
days and Fridays of every 
week. Wednesdays will be 
reserved for cleaning the 
school buildings while all 
students work remotely. 
Siblings will be prioritized 
and placed in the same co-
horts when possible, to ease 
the burden on parents, and 
students with high needs 
will have the opportunity to 
attend in-classroom learn-
ing four days a week.

“There are pros and cons 
to each of the options and 
option two best fits the 

School Committee 
adopts hybrid learning 
model for fall 2020

See HYBRID LEARNING Page 3

Council hears updates on
COVID, library, school reopening

By Maxim Tamarov

It was Tuesday afternoon 
and two P. Gioioso & Sons 
construction vehicles were 
circling around Harold E. 
French Square, working 
on a segment of the Center 
Business District (CBD) 
construction project.

The CBD project, which 
aims to replace decaying in-
frastructure and upgrade the 
water main, sewer, drain, 
roadway, sidewalk, and 
streetscapes of the business 
district, is about a quarter 
of the way done. Slated for 
completion in late 2021, it 

has been a necessary nui-
sance for the adjacent shops 
and restaurants.

 “It definitely affects our 
business,” Shahid Mah-
mud, owner of Square Mar-
ket, said of the work being 
done outside his store. Be-
tween morning and 3 p.m., 
he said, “Nobody can get in 
here.”

Winthrop Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Di-
rector Betsy Shane said that 
the businesses that she’d 
spoken with, told her the 
construction company, P. 
Gioioso & Sons, Inc., was 
easy to work with and un-

CBD project a necessary 
nuisance to nearby businesses

derstanding of their needs. 
Other businesses in the 

area have not felt the effects 
of the CBD project because 
they already had seen a 
decrease in their business 
volume because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Such is the case with 
Roger Oliveira, owner of 
Winthrop Cafe. Covid-19 
hit his business hard, he 
said, so he was grateful for 
the CBD work happening 
when his business was al-
ready slow. Oliveira added 
that the CBD project would 
benefit his business direct-
ly. The cafe’s basement, he 
said, regularly flooded and 
he hoped the construction 
would put an end to that.

Oliveira also said that he 
hoped the end of construc-
tion would coincide with 
the pandemic running its 
course.

Work on the CBD proj-

By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers holding posters of stories from residents in danger of eviction due to the 
COVID-19 epidemic in front of Chelsea City Hall as part of an action in support of MA 
Senate Bill S. 2785’s Right to Counsel for tenants in legal disputes with landlords. The mat-
tresses on the ground symbolize a looming eviction crisis: “We won’t let this become the 
new normal!,” said Executive Director Gladys Vega about potential widespread homeless-
ness.

PHOTO BY CINDY WEISBART

Volunteers Jessica Armijo (left) and Yudalys Escobar (right) talk on their phones around 
the delivery truck that brings fresh food to the Chelsea Collaborative on
Broadway earlier this summer. The photo is part of a collection of photos taken by pho-
tographer Cindy Weisbart, who was drawn to the city during the pandemic via communi-
ty relief services in Somerville and Jamaica Plain.  See more photos on Page 11.

Wynn Resorts 
believes 
Encore has 
more demand 
than allowed

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down 
just before the end of the 
first quarter in March, 
and then remained closed 
through the second quarter 
– so there were literally no 
earnings and the resort lost 
$53.8 million during the 
quarter. That didn’t include 
the expenditures through 
the quarter to pay employ-
ees their regular wages and 
benefits, which amount-
ed to $19.3 million over 
quarter. That amount was a 
commitment made by Mad-
dox at the closure of the re-
sort, and continued through 
mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 
to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably dispropor-
tionately in Massachusetts 
compared to some jurisdic-
tions because of the very 
tough restrictions in place,” 
said Maddox. “As an ex-
ample, Craps and Roulette 
are still not open…and the 
number of positions at the 
gaming tables are restrict-
ed. We are working with 
the Gaming Commission 
on that. I do think there is 
more demand and demand 
for future growth in the 
market and it is limited by 
our continued restrictions 
the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their re-
ductions in costs and staff-
ing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 
up anything unless it’s rev-
enue generating.”

The report indicated that 
since opening on July 12, 
slot handles are up com-
pared to the 4th quarter in 

CHELSEA IN BLACK AND WHITE

By Seth Daniel 

State leaders have 
moved to provide some 
positive certainty this week 
in one of the most uncertain 
City and School Budget 
years on record – hopeful-
ly staving off potential job 
cuts and preserving school 
positions that have been 
feared during the first two 
months of the fiscal year.

In a joint announcement 
from the State Senate, the 
State House of Represen-

tatives and Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s Office, the State 
Government offered up the 
first indication of where 
numbers might be for Lo-
cal Aid and School Fund-
ing (known as Chapter 70). 
The numbers are very pos-
itive considering what was 
expected, with all cities 
and school districts assured 
level funding and a pot of 
money available to ad-
dress inflationary costs so 
that level funding does not 
mean a cut in the budget.

In Chelsea, this means 
that Local Aid will be level 
funded at $8.721 million, 
and there is also a pot of 
money to accommodate 
inflationary increases. In 
Chelsea, the Council passed 
a budget expecting up to 
a 30 percent cut in Local 
Aid – prompting spending 
from Rainy Day Funds and 
reductions in services over 
the first two months of the 
fiscal year (beginning on 

By Seth Daniel

Cindy Weisbart didn’t 
know much at all about 
Chelsea prior to COVID-19, 
but like many with a cam-
era, she was drawn to the 
city as it struggled mighti-
ly with COVID-19 and job 
loss and hunger.

Yet, Weisbart wasn’t 
just looking to document 
the human condition, she 
was looking to participate 

and find a slice of human-
ity. There were more than a 
few slices she found in the 
end.

“When Governor Bak-
er’s COVID closure orders 
were extended this spring, I 
began to think about what 
the new economy was go-
ing to look like -  how and 
which small businesses 
would be able to sprout up 
from the disruption of the 
old way of doing things,” 

she said. “My parents were 
small business owners who 
were not able to adapt their 
business model to the new 
world of ‘the malls’ in the 
1980s.  Now I began to in-
vestigate how communities 
were supporting each other 
in this time of unprecedent-
ed uncertainty and little 
government investment in 
2020.” 

Weisbart is a high school 

Capturing Help:  Photographer drawn 
to Chelsea looked for hope, helpers

State leaders assure cities on 
budget numbers, school funding

See PHOTOS Page10

By Seth Daniel

A virtual debate has been 
agreed to by all four can-
didates in the two Chelsea 
state representative races, 
with GreenRoots conduct-
ing the debate with a host of 
collaborators on Aug. 13 at 
6 p.m. online.

The forum will featured 
State Rep. Dan Ryan and 
Candidate (and City Coun-
cillor) Damali Vidot for 
the district representing 
Charlestown and Chelsea. It 
will also feature State Rep. 
Candidate Joe Gravellese 
and State Rep. Candidate 
(and Revere city councillor) 
Jessica Giannino for the 
district representing Prat-
tville, Revere and part of 
Saugus.

“While this election 
season feels very different 
given the COVID-19 pre-
cautions, we feel it is an 
important opportunity to 
discuss issues of concern 
facing Chelsea with the 
candidates who are running 
for the two State Repre-
sentative seats in Chelsea,” 
said GreenRoots Director 
Roseann Bongiovanni. “All 
of the candidates have com-
mitted to participate and we 
have a number of co-spon-
sors. I believe the forum 
will be informative and en-
gaging and will touch upon 
real issues impacting Chel-

sea residents’ lives.”
Some of the co-sponsors 

include the Chelsea Record, 
TND, Chelsea Collabora-
tive and others.

Giannino said she is 
looking forward to partic-
ipating in the GreenRoots 
forum.

“I’m very much look-
ing forward to next week’s 
GreenRoots forum,” said 
Giannino. “Representing 
my community on envi-
ronmental injustices is one 
of the reasons I became in-
volved in politics in the first 
place. From introducing the 
motion to ban single-use 
plastic bags in Revere to 
being a founding member 
of the Alliance for Health 
and Environment to being 
extremely vocal about the 
lack of accountability from 
the region’s biggest pol-
luter, Wheelabrator -- my 
constituents know that I am 
headstrong and will contin-
ue to work diligently to im-
prove their overall quality 
of life.”

Candidate Gravellese 
said he was thankful he 
could bring his message di-
rectly to the voters of Chel-
sea.

“I’m looking forward to 
the opportunity to partici-
pate,” he said. “I’m thank-
ful GreenRoots is working 

See BUDGET  Page 2

Walk-in Graduation 
today and tomorrow

Though no one is technically invited, Chelsea High 
Class of 2020 members who have registered with the 
schools will hold their in-person walking graduation 
on Thursday and Friday, Aug. 6 and 7.

Members of the Class of 2020 had their regular 
graduation in June cancelled due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, but were able to have a Virtual Graduation 
in July. However, students fought for the right to have 
a walk-in graduation if the data allowed it. After some 
study, it was deemed safe to be able to have a walk-in 
graduation in August.

Students registered for appointments, and were able 
to bring six family members to share in the fun. They 
get to walk across the stage, get their diploma and then 
have a family photo taken.

Candidates in both state rep. 
races agree to online debate

LOOKING AT POLITICS

See ENCORE  Page 2

See DEBATE Page 2

By Seth Daniel

School configurations 
come in hundreds of dif-
ferent ways this year, and 
Chelsea Public Schools 
(CPS) will be no differ-
ent – proposing a preferred 
re-opening plan to the 
School Committee on July 
30 that includes a five-day 
hybrid model with the op-
tion of also going fully on-
line.

Supt. Almi Abeyta has 
said there will be choices 
for parents to make, and 
ahead of Monday’s submis-
sion to the state Department 
of Elementary and Second-
ary Education (DESE), she 
laid out three required plans 
to the School Committee 
and explained a preferred 
option.

“This document serves as 
a preliminary plan for a safe 

return to in-person learning 
via a hybrid model or con-
tinued remote learning for 
all students in the Chelsea 
Public Schools,” she wrote. 
“As we created this plan, 
please know that safety is 
of the utmost importance 
for us in the Chelsea Public 
Schools; we are committed 
to ensuring our students and 
staff return safely to school 
in the fall of 2020.  We are 
excited to welcome our stu-
dents back to school and 
recognize that significant 
adjustments to our existing 
practices and protocols will 
need to be made to keep stu-
dents and families safe and 
to ensure a positive learning 
experience for all.”

The preferred option will 
give parents a tough choice 
to make, whether to keep 

Chelsea Schools present 
preferred plan for opening 
with online-only option

See SCHOOL  Page 5
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NO MORE WAITING IN LINE 
 

Why wait in line at the Registry of Motor Vehicles  
when you can insure and register your vehicle at the 
same place? At the Francis J. LaRovere Insurance 

Agency, Inc. you can insure and register your 
vehicle at the same location. We offer issuance of 

license plates, transfer of registrations, and renewal 
of registrations to all of our valued clientele, even 

after the Registry is closed and on Saturdays. Please 
call today to schedule an appointment. 

 

F.J. LaRovere Insurance Agency, Inc. 
492 Broadway 

Everett, MA 02149 
 

617-387-9700 
 

Open Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-1pm 
 

Check out our NEW website!  
www.larovere.com  

Quote your policy online! 
 

For the latest news in Everett that you need to know, check 

everettindependent.com

wvv

617-387-7466 | 564 Broadway, Everett   |  sabatino-ins.com all types of insurance!

we speak
• español
• portuguêse
• italiano

sabatino 
insurance agency

Rocco Longo

Please call us! Please call us! 
We’re here for You!We’re here for You!

• auto • home • rental • flood • business • commercial
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By Cary Shuman

Sunday morning at Ev-
erett Stadium Chuck Leo 
was doing what he has done 
for the better part of five 
decades: instructing youths 
about the finer points of 
football.

Leo, Crimson Tide Pop 
Warner’s director of foot-
ball, is leading instructional 
clinics on Sundays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Everett Vet-
erans Memorial Stadium.

Leo is beginning his 
42nd consecutive year of 
affiliation with Everett Pop 
Warner football. It can be 

stated without reservation 
that he is the Bill Belichick 

Chuck Leo was the first 
to arrive on the field to 
get things ready for the 
players. The first game is 
scheduled for Mid Septem-
ber.

Staff Report

Just a few short weeks 
ago, signs of activity and 
excitement returned to the 
Everett High School cam-
pus as the Crimson Tide 
Marching Band became 
the first district-approved 
organization to reassem-
ble amidst the nationwide 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Although their under-
takings are going on inside 
a well-protected “Band 
Bubble,” the word is out 
and the enthusiasm behind 

this project is something 
the entire community can 
appreciate during such 
trying times. What began 
on July 1 as a multi-week 
online launch process, has 
now become a refreshing 
new reality for many of 
Everett’s students. Sever-
al weeks into the process, 
the Staff boasts nothing but 
smooth sailing and encour-
aging results. We reached 
out to Band Director Gene 
O’Brien and Assistant Band 
Director Mark Sachetta re-
garding the details of this 

remarkable new develop-
ment, hoping they could 
share a bit more about the 
Kick-Off, the process of re-
turning to a “new normal,” 
and the unparalleled chal-
lenges they face in taking 
this risk in a time of great 
apprehension across the 
country.

According to Assistant 
Band Director Mark Sa-
chetta, it’s been an exhila-
rating three weeks and it’s 
creating an extraordinary 

Resurrecting the Music
EHS band finds safe way to move into uncertain fall season

See BAND Page 8

More than a lion’s share
Leo has been 
instrumental in 
Everett’s Pop 
Warner prowess

See LEO  Page 7

By Seth Daniel

Everett heroics don’t 
necessarily have to happen 
in Everett, and that’s just 
the story that unfolded in 
Lincoln, NH, last month 
when (Temp.) Fire Capt. 
Jim Collins and his high 
school classmate, Tracy 
Bolster, were in the same 
place at the same time and 
played key roles in saving 
the life of a Connecticut 
man who crashed his mo-
torcycle and was trapped in 

a life-threatening situation.
“We did go to high school 

together at Everett High,” 
said Collins. “I didn’t know 
it right there at the time, giv-
en the situation, but when 
we were doing this, I think 
she mentioned it to me.”

Said Bolster, “I thought 
I recognized Jim and his 
wife, Jodi, when we start-
ed working together to 
save the man. I asked them 
where they were from and 
they said Boston. I said, 
‘How about Everett?’ They 

looked at me really weird 
and I said that I think I went 
to high school with them. 
We laughed about it and it 
was so amazing. Growing 
up and living in Everett, I al-
ways see people that I went 
to high school with. My 
kids make fun of me for it. 
It’s like this long-standing 
joke. When we were walk-
ing away from the scene, I 
told my son, ‘Guess what?’ 
He said, ‘Oh, did you go to 

When tragedy strikes…
Everett people step in to help

See HELP Page 12

Mayor Carlo DeMaria (second from right) presented citations on Tuesday morning to three 
folks who helped save the life of a man who wrecked his motorcycle in New Hampshire. 
Tracy Bolster, Melodie Rivera and Temp. Fire Capt. Jim Collins were all coincidentally in the 
same place at the same time and played key roles in extricating and tending to the man 
last month. Ironically, Bolster and Collins went to high school together.

With Band Director Gene O’Brien’s hat in the forefront, the Everett High School Band 
drumline takes its place at rehearsal this week. The EHS Band is the first student activ-
ity approved to return for the upcoming school year and it was done with the strictest 
standards in place and very careful thought that started in April. Directors O’Brien and 
Mark Sachetta said they are one of the few high school marching bands to be approved to 
return to playing. Attendance and interest has been at an all-time high after three weeks 
of rehearsals.

By Seth Daniel

With Encore Boston Har-
bor closed for all of the sec-
ond quarter this year, it was 
to be expected that the earn-
ings report call on Tuesday 
afternoon would be grim, 
but CEO Matt Maddox did 
have one high-point about 
Encore – saying there was 
more demand in Boston 
than they were able to yet 
provide due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Encore closed down just 
before the end of the first 
quarter in March, and then 
remained closed through 
the second quarter – so there 
were literally no earnings 
and the resort lost $53.8 mil-
lion during the quarter. That 
didn’t include the expendi-
tures through the quarter to 
pay employees their regular 
wages and benefits, which 
amounted to $19.3 million 
over quarter. That amount 
was a commitment made 
by Maddox at the closure 
of the resort, and continued 
through mid-June.

That said, since opening 
on July 12 – which is in 
the third quarter – he said 
there is more demand than 
the state will allow them 

to provide due to tough 
COVID-19 restrictions.

“Total volumes are off 
and probably disproportion-
ately in Massachusetts com-
pared to some jurisdictions 
because of the very tough 
restrictions in place,” said 
Maddox. “As an example, 
Craps and Roulette are still 
not open…and the number 
of positions at the gaming 
tables are restricted. We are 
working with the Gaming 
Commission on that. I do 
think there is more demand 
and demand for future 
growth in the market and it 
is limited by our continued 
restrictions the market.”

Craig Billings, Wynn 
CFO, said he believes they 
can break even at Encore 
in the coming third quarter, 
especially given their reduc-
tions in costs and staffing.

“We can obviously break 
even in this environment,” 
he said. “As the volume 
comes back, we believe 
we’ll have a positive (earn-
ings), especially with re-
ducing costs. A good chunk 
of what we’ve done (with 
costs) is more permanent in 
nature and we won’t open 

Wynn Resorts believes 
Encore has more 
demand than allowed

See ENCORE Page 2

Everett Police, 
Pressley differ 
on police 
in schools

By Seth Daniel

The City’s federal law-
makers and Everett elected 
officials – including Police 
Chief Steven Mazzie – are 
citing tremendous differ-
ences on a proposal to end 
funding for police officers in 
the schools, a program in op-
eration since the 1990s and 
known as the School Re-
source Officer (SROs).

Last week, Congress-
woman Ayanna Pressley, 
joined by other colleagues 
in the House, and U.S. Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren filed a bill 
to end funding for school-
based police, and use the 
money for counselors, social 
workers, nurses and mental 
health professionals instead.

The bill was filed with 
comments about “demilita-
rizing the schools,” some-
thing the chief, and Mayor 
Carlo DeMaria took excep-
tion to as they have had a 
long record of successful 
youth relationship building 
within that program and oth-
er school-based police pro-
grams.

“Every student should 
be able to learn in a setting 
free from fear,” said Con-
gresswoman Pressley. “But 
for too many young peo-
ple—particularly Black and 
brown students, immigrant 
students, students with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ+ students 
and other historically mar-
ginalized students—the very 
presence of police officers in 
schools increases the likeli-
hood that they will be crim-
inalized and put on a path to 
confinement for everyday 
childhood behavior. Instead 
of criminalizing our students 
and funding an ever growing 
police presence in our public 
schools, it’s time to finally 
invest in the critical staff like 

Verizon Wireless 
sues City 
Council for 
denial of two 
5G cell nodes

By Seth Daniel

After a long and conten-
tious battle on cell phone 
towers, the Everett City 
Council is getting discon-
nected.

Last week, Verizon Wire-
less filed a two-count law-
suit in Federal Court against 
the City Council for denying 
two cell notes on Woodlawn 
and Vaughan Streets at its 
June 8 meeting – a 10-0 vote 
in denial of the 5G nodes 
that Verizon contends vio-
lates federal law.

Verizon is calling on the 
court to vacate the denial, 
and to institute an approval 
and permit for the compa-
ny to install the two 5G cell 
nodes.

Cell towers, nodes and 
antennae are a constant 
topic of conversation at the 
City Council and have eat-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr

Marie Butera

Richard Buttiglieri

Theresa Conte

Dr. Adrian Costanza

Dorothy Cordaro

Gerardo Iannuzzi

Patricia Muse

Paul Penta, Jr. 

Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
SELLERS

Call us NOW for a free confidential market analysis of your home!
We have preapproved Clients looking to buy!

www.century21mario.com
Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, 

H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 
Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOON
Gorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, 
C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 

Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 

without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM
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$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & 
Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. 
Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 

Have you ever had an idea 
for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, 
Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and 
Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on 
Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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For the latest news in Lynn that you need to know, check 

lynnjournal.com

Special to the Lynn Journal

Newmark Knight Frank 
(NKF) announces that it has been 
exclusively retained by South 
Harbor Associates LLC to sell 
800-810 Lynnway, a fully-enti-
tled, 550-unit, 100 percent mar-
ket-rate apartment development 
site located less than 10 miles 
northeast of Downtown Boston 
in Lynn, Massachusetts. NKF 
Co- Head of U.S. Capital Mar-
kets Robert Griffin, Executive 
Managing Director Michael By-
rne, Managing Director Thomas 
Greeley, Associate Casey Grif-
fin, Director Devlin Man and 
Senior Financial Analyst Nick 

Dailey will oversee the market-
ing and sale process. 

Owner Pat McGrath of South 
Harbor Associates LLC said, “I 
have owned the property for 13 
years and have worked on the 
approval process for the last 
three years. This is an exciting 
project for the City of Lynn and 
I look forward to seeing the de-
velopment move forward and 
becoming the gateway into the 
City.” 

Encompassing 8.46 acres 
of land directly off the Gener-
al Edwards Bridge and along 

By John Lynds

On Saturday, Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley ordained a new priest 
to St. Joseph Parish in Lynn. 

Father Fernando José Vivas, 
who has been serving his dea-
con internship at St. Joseph Par-
ish, Lynn, joined four other new 
Archdiocese priests that were or-
dained during a Mass Saturday.

Fr. Vivas celebrated his first 
Masses of Thanksgiving at St. 
Joseph on Aug. 2 in both English 
and Spanish. 

Born in Managua, Nicaragua 
on Dec. 16, 1984, Fr. Vivas is a 
son of the late Luis Ramon Vivas 
Perez and Ana (Alvardo San-
chez) Perez. He is the youngest 

Father Fernando José Vivas ordained, 
appointed to St. Joseph Parish, Lynn

New 550-unit apartment 
development a gateway to Lynn

Please see DEVELOPMENT Page 3

Father Fernando José Vivas 
ordained is St. Joseph Parish 
in Lynn’s newest priest. Fr. 
Vivas was ordained by Cardinal 
O’Malley Saturday and celebrat-
ed his first Mass at St. Joseph on 
Sunday. 

Please see WATER VIVAS Page 4

By Cary Shuman

The Greater Lynn Chamber 
of Commerce unveiled its new 
website to its members and the 
Lynn community Tuesday.

“There has been a lot of posi-
tive reaction to it,”  GLCC Exec-
utive Director Colin Codner told 
the Lynn Journal.

Codner said the impetus for 
a new website was the organi-
zation’s desire from a strate-
gic standpoint “to to be able to 
provide value to not only to our 
members but also to the mem-
bers of our community.

“That’s an underlying theme 
of who we are: an organization 
enhancing the vitality of our re-
gion. “And one of the ways we 

felt that we could do this was 
providing a tool and a resource 
for the members of our commu-
nity to engage with each other 
and find opportunities to indi-
vidually socialize, network and 
come together and know what’s 
going on in the community.”

Codner said the Chamber 
website’s “Community Calen-
dar” will provide an updated list 
of all activities in the area for 
families.

Codner worked on the devel-
opment of the new website with 
Operations Manager Christine 
Neals, Membership and Events 
Coordinator Samantha McHugh, 
Executive Board members, and 
the Board of Directors. The 

Chamber’s Executive Board 
consists of Chair Joe Scianatico, 
Vice Chair Eddy Staco, Secretary 
Christine Pierce, Treasurer Peter 
Deiulis, and Officer-at-Large Pe-
ter Colarusso.

“This was an organization-
al initiative,” said Codner. “I’m 
proud of the fact that all of our 
organizational initiatives are 
based on collaboration.”

A new installation on the web-
site is the addition of the Cham-
ber’s two main social media ac-
counts, Facebook and Instagram, 
on the GLCC home page. The 
website has also added a Spanish 
language translation button. 

Greater Lynn Chamber of Commerce unveils new website

Please see CHAMBER Page 4

On Friday, August 31, the Lynn Family 
Forward Resource Center gave out  48 
“summer fun buckets” to 35 local fami-
lies. The buckets were filled with outside 
activities for children like bubbles, jump 
rope, and bouncy balls. They also received 
one anti-racism book for children and a 
hygiene bucket. These buckets were free.  
The Lynn Family Forward Resource Center 
is a single-point walk-in service that 
provides families with access to resources 
within the community and referrals. 

LYNN FAMILY FORWARD RESOURCE CENTER

Take-Out Tuesdays!
Pretty soon it will 
be too cold to dine 
outside. With no 
signs of COVID-19 
letting up, join us in 
highlighting YOUR 
take-out offerings

now through december, we at 
everett independent want to 
help connect you with your 
customers with a focus on 
safety, take-out and pick up!

EMAIL YOUR AD REPRESENTATIVE
OR CALL (781) 485-0588 

creative services incl. • week-by-week run

special fall promo

for only $80, GET 
a 22xx44  CCOOLLOORR AD

actual size

online 
ordering?

CONTACT-FREE
PICK-UP?

MENTION IT!!

LET THEM KNOW!

don’t 
miss out
on this 

opportunity

actual size actual size

your
ad here

everetteverett

Girl Scouts of Eastern 
Massachusetts (GSEMA) 
opens registration for 
new members with a mix 
of programming that fea-
tures virtual and in-person 
meetings and activities.

Girl Scouts offers a 
place where girls can 
find community, solidar-
ity, leadership opportuni-
ties, and fun, despite the 
challenging moment we 
are all collectively living 
through. Right now, girls 
are facing unprecedent-
ed challenges of hybrid 
education, the isolation 
that comes with social 
distancing, and some are 
feeling their families’ fi-
nancial stress as jobs are 
interrupted or terminated. 
Moreover, girls are grap-
pling with racial injustice 
and learning to navigate 
their role in the future of 
social equality.

“As a non-profit, 
youth-serving organiza-
tion, the opportunities we 
provide girls and their 

families is critical to the 
future of girls’ leader-
ship,” said Caitriona Tay-
lor, CEO, GSEMA.  “Girl 
Scouts is, as it always has 
been, the organization best 
positioned to help girls 
develop the competencies 
they need to become the 
next generation of leaders 
that will change the world 
in big and small ways. We 
are a diverse organization 
that stands for empower-
ing ALL girls—in every 
community, from every 
background and every 
ability, and in every eco-
nomic circumstance—to 
create the change they 
want to see in the world.”

In particular, Girl 
Scouts impacts girls’ abil-
ities to step outside their 
comfort zones, manage 
healthy relationships, and 
be civically engaged in 
their communities. Re-
search shows that Girl 
Scouts across age levels 
fare better than non-Girl 
Scouts with regard to five 

leadership outcomes—all 
of critical importance in 
our current reality. Girl 
Scouts helps girls:

•Develop a strong sense 
of self

•Display positive val-
ues

•Seek challenges and 
learn from setbacks

•Form and maintain 
healthy relationships

•Learn to identify and 
solve problems in their 
community

New Girl Scout troops 
are forming now, meeting 
online and in-person, and 
spending lots of time ex-
ploring the outdoors. Girl 
Scout membership dues 
are $40 per girl (financial 
aid is available). In-person 
troop meetings and activ-
ities follow current CDC 
and GSEMA guidelines. 
To learn more about join-
ing, call 844-306-4736, 
email  customercare@
gsema.org, or visit gsema.
org/join.

GSEMA opens registration and virtual experiences

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) will be host-
ing a free virtual transpor-
tation  webinar Thursday, 
Oct. 8. The webinar is part 
of a new Innovation  We-
binar  Series being of-
fered by  MassDOT, with 
the support of the UMass 
Transportation Center at 
UMass Amherst, to high-
light some of the latest 
innovations in transporta-
tion. The series includes 
a variety of topics  related 
to technology and oth-
er innovations including 
cross-agency collabora-
tions and partnerships.

The following transpor-
tation webinars will be of-
fered this week:

•Universities Exploring 
Community Transporta-
tion  -  Thursday, Oct. 8, 
at 2 p.m. This panel will 
discuss three recent col-
laborative efforts between 
academia and transpor-
tation that focus on how 
access to transportation af-
fects the health and qual-
ity of life of older adults, 
people with disabilities, 
and low-income individu-
als. In addition, speakers 
will also highlight how 
COVID-19 has impact-
ed the way in which they 

build relationships with 
communities with trans-
portation needs and the 
organizations that assist 
them.   The link to regis-
ter for this webinar can be 
found at https://umass-am-
herst.zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_EKXKRt-
VzRYqhIrftIwP1EA.

All transportation prac-
titioners from federal, 
state, regional, and local 
transportation agencies, 
transit agencies, academia, 
and private industry are 
invited to attend these free 
sessions.

MassDOT to host virtual webinars series

Here comes the Eastie parent champions 
Eleven parents from 

East Boston recently com-
pleted training to become 
Parent Champions for an 
initiative involving the 
East Boston Social Cen-
ter (EBSOC), East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center and other local 
organizations to promote 
family wellness and kin-
dergarten readiness. 

The initiative, entitled 
Every Child Ready, is 

working with The Basics, 
a Boston based non-prof-
it, to promote awareness 
among parents with in-
fants and toddlers about 
effective strategies for 
early learning.  Justin 
Pasquariello, Executive 
Director of the EBSOC, 
which helped establish the 
initiative said, “Too many 
families lack access to 
quality resources that can 
ensure children reach their 

full potential during the 
first years of life.” 

Ron Ferguson, found-
er of The Basics and fac-
ulty member at Harvard 
University said, “We’re 
delighted to work with 
Justin, Manny Lopes at 
the health center, Tommy 
Welch, Superintendent of 
East Boston Elementary 
Schools, and others, in 
using The Basics to raise 
awareness about the great 

Christopher Marroquin and son Jaxon.

opportunity for brain de-
velopment before a child’s 
third birthday.”   

Parent Champions will 
work through Every Child 
Ready organizations to 
teach other parents about 
healthy early learning 
practices.  One of the prin-
ciples of The Basics is to 
Maximize Love and Man-
age Stress.  Parent Cham-
pion Souad Hajjni said 
that, “it is what we need 
most, especially during 
the stressful life that all 
families have now.”

To learn more about 
the Parent Champions or 
East Boston Every Child 
Ready, please contact:

Gloria Devine
East Boston Social 

Centers
gdevine@ebsoc.org
617-569-3221 x 116

SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to submit    engagement, wedding and birth announcements, news releases, 

business and education briefs, sports stories and photos for publication. Items should be forwarded to our 

offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-485-1403.  We also encourage 

readers to e-mail news releases and photos to deb@reverejournal.com
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