
By John Lynds

Last year, City Coun-
cilor Lydia Edwards was 
a champion of the recre-
ational marijuana shop in 
Maverick Square because it 
satisfied the city’s cannabis 
equity ordinance. 

However, because the 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
approved an adult use fa-
cility on Meridian Street 
that is now up and running, 
East Boston Bloom needed 
a variance from the zoning 
board because it was less 
than a half mile from Berk-
shire Roots on Meridian. 

While there are no state 
regulations of how close 
adult use facilities can be 
to one another the City of 
Boston adopted zoning that 
created a half mile buffer 
and prohibits two facilities 
from being within that half 
mile.

Many, including Ed-
wards, went to bat for East 
Boston Bloom and support-
ed the proposal because it 
met criteria for adult-use 
facilities in the neighbor-
hood as well as being ful-
ly owned and operated by 

Eastie residents that were 
majority Latino. 

While East Boston 
Bloom eventually got its 
variance from the ZBA it 
was a headache for all in-
volved and the owners still 
are awaiting final approval 
from the state. 

The issue with the two 
cannabis shops in Eastie 
shed light on some of the 
holes in the city ordinance 
like the half mile buffer rule 
as well as the host commu-
nity agreement process. 

Last week Edwards and 
Councilor Kim Janey filed 
amendments to Boston’s 
cannabis equity ordinance 
in an effort to bring trans-
parency to the munici-
pal approval process for 
marijuana businesses by 
changing the process for 
executing host community 
agreements. The Boston 
Cannabis Board adopted 
its final rules and regula-
tions on July 22. Under 
those rules and regulations, 
the host community agree-
ments are negotiated after 
approval by the BCB and 
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By John Lynds

The East Boston Neigh-
borhood Health Center’s 
(EBNHC) Let’s Get Mo-
vin East Boston Farmers 
Market has been safely in 
full swing for over a month 
now and according to EB-
NHC’s Program Coordina-
tor of Community Initia-
tives Nancy Slamet there 
have been some exciting 
new additions. 

While the East Boston 
Times previously reported 
that the Veronica Robles 
Cultural Center’s Danc-
ing Elotes experience has 
returned to the weekly 
Farmers Market in Central 
Square for another season, 
Slamet said EBNHC wel-

comed a new vendor last 
week. 

Slamet said Sherman 
& Cherie’s Beezy Bees 
will be on hand one or two 
Wednesdays a month offer-
ing honey, creams and lip 
balms.  

“Other great news is 
that Wicked Fresh Market 
Dollars from the City of 
Boston will be available to 
customers who come to our 
market over the next sev-
eral weeks,” said Slamet. 
“These dollars can be used 
to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and non 
–produce vendors will of-
fer deals where customers 
can receive market dollars 
when they buy their prod-
ucts.”

Another exciting addi-
tion that will kick off this 
month is online delivery 
from the Farmers Market. 

Using the WhatsGood 
app or website customers 
can order and pay for their 
produce and have it deliv-
ered straight to their homes. 
Customers can also use the 
app to place an order at the 
market and pick it up at the 
market’s pre-order pick-
up Tent on Border Street 
across from the Marshalls 
in Liberty Plaza. Slamet 
said payment with SNAP/
EBT will also be an option.

Slamet said the City of 
Boston Census Bureau staff 
will also be at the week-

Mail-in ballots 
for upcoming 
elections are
on their way 

 

By John Lynds

Despite President Don-
ald Trump voting by mail 
during elections in 2017, 
2018 and 2020, POTUS has 
spent the past week threat-
ening to sue states that will 
allow mail-in voting for 
this upcoming Presidential 
Election--falsely claiming 
it will lead to widespread 
election fraud. 

While Trump has even 
suggested the November 
election should be post-
poned, Boston is going for-
ward with sending residents 
‘vote by mail’ applications. 

At a press conference last 
week, Mayor Martin Walsh 
said that registered voters 
in East Boston and the rest 
of the city should expect to 
get a mail-in ballot applica-
tion in the mail this week, 
if they haven’t received one 
already. 

“This year, everyone can 
vote by a mail-in ballot,” 
said Walsh. “In the past, 
Massachusetts residents 
had to show that they had 
a disability, that their reli-

Mosquito 
spraying 
Monday in 
Eastie 

By John Lynds

With the COVID-19 
pandemic keeping most 
people at home, backyards 
have been sanctuaries for 
residents trying to enjoy the 
outdoors while still remain-
ing socially distanced. 

However, there’s been 
a nuisance all summer that 
has kept East Boston res-
idents from venturing out 
and enjoying their yards. 

Residents living near the 
beach and marshy areas in 
Orient Heights have com-
plained that mosquitoes are 
worse than ever this season. 

Many residents com-
plained that all hours of the 
day--morning, noon and 
night--mosquitoes were 
abundant and inflicting 
itchy bites on those trying 
to do yard work or enjoy a 
cookout with family mem-
bers. 

“I can’t even enjoy my 
yard,” said Orient Heights 

Edwards, Janey file amendment 
to city’s cannabis equity ordinance

What’s new at the 
Farmers Market? 

Online deliveries, Wicked Fresh Market Dollars and more

See MARKET Page 2

Farmer Dave’s has been a regular staple at the East Boston Farmers Market on Wednesdays 
in  Central Square.

By John Lynds

Dr. Jim Pedulla, Med-
ical Director, Neighbor-
hood PACE of East Bos-
ton Neighborhood Health 
Center (EBNHC), said this 
week although the inci-
dents of coronavirus has 
lessened since April and 
May in Massachusetts, it 
is still very present in the 
state, with hundreds of new 
cases every day. 

“It is thus very import-
ant that we continue to take 
every precaution to protect 
ourselves and others from 
the spread of this very con-
tagious virus,” said Pedulla. 

Dr. Pedulla said this is 

especially important for 
older adults, especially 
those older than 65,  who 
are at a much higher risk 
for becoming very sick or 
dying from infection. Oth-
er persons at high risk in-
clude--but are not excluded 
to--people with multiple 
chronic conditions such 
as cancer, chronic kidney 
disease, COPD (chronic 
obstructive pulmonary dis-
ease), transplant recipients, 
obesity, heart disease, or 
diabetes. 

In response to keeping 
the high risk population 
safe, EBNHC has launched 

EBNHC launches campaign for 
high risk COVID-19 patients

An EBNHC Medical Staff member conducts a Telehealth 
visit with a Health Center Patient.

Be on Guard

See EBNHC Page 3

By John Lynds

Last week over 100 Bos-
ton Teachers Union (BTU) 
members, including nurses 
and educators, joined a sit-
in protest at City Hall Pla-
za rejecting Superintendent 
Dr. Brenda Cassellius’s 
draft reopening plan she re-
cently submitted to the Bos-
ton School Committee. 

The BTU members 
were calling on Cassellius, 
Mayor Martin Walsh and 
city leaders to safely and 
equitably reopen schools 
for in-person instruction 
with verifiable assurance 
that proper COVID-19 
safeguards and facilities 
upgrades are in place. The 
nurses are also demanding 
“a seat at the table” to give 
meaningful feedback and 
input into reopening plans 

and decisions.  
“No students or staff 

should be asked to risk their 
lives or their loved ones by 
going back in person - not 
even under a hybrid plan 
- until all possible health 
and safety precautions are 
addressed and verified,” 
said BTU President Jessica 
Tang. “The District should 
work with educators, es-
pecially our school nurses, 
to plan and prepare for a 
reopening that is safe, eq-
uitable and healthy for ev-
eryone.”

According to the BTU 
the draft reopening plans 
provided by BPS does not 
meet the standards neces-
sary to ensure the safety 
of Boston school facilities, 
adequate staffing and sup-
plies, and comprehensive 
guidance for families and 

school personnel regard-
ing COVID-19. Reopening 
plans must be guided by 
health and safety consid-
erations and led by health 
care experts.

 “Overall, the district 
must be transparent in all 
aspects of assessing and 
planning for safety in the 
schools,” said Jonathan 
Haines, BTU member 
and nurse. “How can fam-
ilies decide whether or 
not to send their children 
to school, if they don’t 
even know how it’s being 
cleaned?” 

More than 100 Boston 
Teachers Union nurses are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of all 55,000 
BPS students. These health 
care professionals were left 
out of the reopening plan’s 

School nurses reject reopening plan

See SCHOOLS Page 6
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resident Mary Berninger 
recently. 

Well, there’s some good 
news on the horizon for 
those dealing with mosqui-
tos in Orient Heights. 

This week the Boston 
Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) issued an adviso-
ry to residents that the city 
will conduct spraying to 
help control mosquito pop-
ulations in Eastie on Mon-
day, August 10. 

BPHC partners with the 
Suffolk County Mosquito 

Control Project (SCMCP) 
to protect Boston residents 
from mosquito-borne dis-
ease transmission. 

SCMCP will be using 
a truck mounted aerosol 
sprayer to apply a formula 
that contains the pesticide, 
sumithrin, to control mos-
quitoes. The spraying hap-
pens between sunset and 
11:30 p.m.

On Monday spraying 
is scheduled in Orient 
Heights, including streets in 
the vicinity of Orient Ave., 
Boardman St., Andrew Rd. 
and Horace St.  If spraying 
is postponed, it will be re-
scheduled for Wednesday, 
August 12. 

“Residents do not need 
to take any special pre-
cautions for this applica-
tion,” said the BPHC in the 
advisory this week. “As 
with any pesticide, people 
should minimize exposure. 
If residents see a spray 
truck approaching, they are 
advised to go indoors for a 
couple of minutes while the 
spray dissipates. Residents 
are also advised to close 
windows during and imme-
diately following spraying. 
Beekeepers do not need to 
take any special precau-
tions since spraying begins 
after dusk.”

Sumithrin is a synthetic 
pyrethroid that is classi-
fied as slightly toxic by the 
EPA. Mosquito control ap-
plications of sumithrin do 
not pose a significant risk 
to people or their pets due 
to the low toxicity of sum-
ithrin and the small amount 

used to control mosquitoes.
According to the BPHC 

Mosquitoes in Boston are 
most active from dusk to 
dawn during the months of 
July to September. Howev-
er, mosquitoes can spread 
disease until the first hard 
frost--as late as November. 
Mosquito species have dif-
ferent breeding habits, but 
most want to lay their eggs 
near water – usually in veg-
etation or in still water. 

The BPHC advises East-
ie residents to limit places 
around the home where 
standing water can collect. 
Residents should turn over 
unused flowerpots, buckets, 
wheelbarrows and garbage 
cans; remove leaves and 
other debris that can clog 
gutters and trap water; dis-
pose of or cover old tires; 
and cover swimming pools 
when not in use.

BPHC partners with the 
SCMCP to control the mos-
quito population in certain 
areas of Boston. SCMCP 
collects mosquito samples 
in traps every week during 
the summer and fall. Those 
mosquito samples are test-
ed to see if West Nile Virus 
(WNV) or Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis (EEE) are 
present. Mosquito control 
measures are also imple-
mented during the summer 
and fall months. Wetlands, 
storm drains and other areas 
around the city are treated 
to limit the number of mos-
quitoes by killing mosquito 
larvae. 

Amendment // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Market // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Pursuant to G. L. c. 30A, §18-20  

The East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Incorporated 

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, August 18, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. a public MEETING of 
the East Boston Project Advisory Committee, Inc., (aka PIERPAC) will be held via remote 
participation in light of the ongoingState of Emergency declared in connection with the 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

  A web link and Details on how to participate remotely shall be provided the 
organization’s website www.ebpierpac.org on or before August 15, 2020 at which time you may 
register to participate  
      

It is the intention of the Committee to discuss in open meeting the following matter(s): 

REGULAR MEETING 
a. Attendance  6:30 
b. Approval of Minutes August 4, 2020  6:35 

Old Business 
c. Amendment and to By-Laws (continued discussion and Vote) 
d. Amendment to Operations, Security and Maintenance (OSM) 

Agreement (continued discussion) 
e. Update on Massport annual financial commitment (continued 

discussion) 
f. Adjournment of public meeting 

New Business 

At the conclusion of its regular business meeting and prior to adjournment, the Board, upon a 
motion duly made and seconded, the Board may hold an Executive Session pursuant to G. L. 
30A.s.21 upon the conclusion of which, the Board will not resume its public meeting. 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED  
AND WELCOMED TO ATTEND 

A copy of this notice has also been posted on the organization’s website at: 
www.EBPierPAC.org 

and has also been placed on file with the Regulations Division of the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth by mailing same via first class mail at least 5 days prior to the scheduled date of 
the meeting. 

——————————————————————— 
Louise Montanino, President,  
East Boston Project Advisory Committee (PierPAC)

Eastie COVID-19 Updates

Spraying // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

     Affordable Senior Housing 
Senior Living on Bellingham Hill 
100 Bellingham Street in Chelsea 

1-774-745-7446 
 

   Need a comfortable place to call home? 
   Studio and one-bedroom apartments for seniors aged 62 or above.  

   Certain income limits apply. Please call the number above for more information!                

Do you live in a community just north of Boston?              

     

                                If you need help getting dressed, grooming, bathing, or running errands,                                   
  our highly-qualified and trained team of Registered Nurses, Social Workers,                                       

                  Certified Nursing Assistants and Home Health Aides work with you to enhance  
                          your quality of life while allowing you to remain living independently. 

 

              Call RSSI In-Home Supportive Services 
                 Toll-Free at 1-888-333-2481 

                                                        Various payment options available.  Must be at least 18 years old. 

By John Lynds

After dropping for three 
straight weeks the percent-
age of residents testing pos-
itive for COVID-19 in East 
Boston is starting to once 
again climb as is the neigh-
borhood’s infection rate. 

According to the latest 
data released by the Boston 
Public Health Commission 
(BPHC) on Friday four 
percent of Eastie residents 
tested positive for the virus, 
up from 3.2 percent. East 
Boston’s rate of infection 
also rose by 1.7 percent last 
week after only rising 0.5 
percent the previous week. 

On Friday the BPHC 
released its weekly 
COVID-19 stats by neigh-
borhood that tracks in-

fection rates and COVID 
testing results in Boston 
neighborhoods. 

In one-week Eastie’s 
COVID-19 infection rate 
went from 361.6 cases per 
10,000 residents to an in-
fection rate of 367.8 cases 
per 10,000 residents as of 
Friday.

As of Friday, 29 more 
people became infected 
with the virus in Eastie and 
there were 1,726 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases. This was 
up from the 1,697 cases 
reported by the BPHC the 
previous week. 

Last week the BPHC re-
ported that  8,579 residents 
were tested for COVID-19 
and the data shows that 
four percent of those tested 
were COVID positive, a 25 
percent increase. Overall 

since the pandemic began 
20.9 percent of Eastie resi-
dents tested were found to 
be positive. This was down 
from 22 percent reported 
last week. 

The statistics released 
by the BPHC as part of its 
weekly COVID-19 report 
breaks down the number of 
cases and infection rates in 
each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and 
race.

Citywide positive cases 
of coronavirus rose 2 per-
cent last week from 13,995 
cases to 14,271 cases. So 
far 10,309 Boston residents 
have fully recovered from 
the virus and five addition-
al residents died last week 
bringing the total of fatali-
ties in the city to 732. 

On Friday the BPHC released its weekly COVID-19 stats by neighborhood that tracks infec-
tion rates and COVID testing results in Boston neighborhoods. 

ly Farmers Market for the 
next couple of weeks to 
provide information and to 
get people counted. 

Slamet added that Farm-
ers Market will take part in 
the Massachusetts Farmers 
Market Week that began 
Sunday and will last until 
August 8. 

“Farmers Market Week is 
set aside not only to remind 
us to enjoy the delicious 
food available at farmers’ 
markets, but to recognize 
contributions farmers mar-
kets make to local agricul-
ture, and how these markets 
increase access to healthy 
food in communities across 
the Commonwealth,” said 
David Webber, Massachu-
setts Department of Agri-
cultural Resources. 

Webber said throughout 
Farmers Market Week the 
state is promoting farmers 
markets, like the one here 
in Eastie, across the state’s 
social media accounts. 

“We’d like to feature the 
great work market man-
agers are doing to support 
farmers markets on our so-
cial media,” said Webber. 

“We will try and highlight 
as many managers as pos-
sible.”

So far, the 2020 Vendors 
at the East Boston Farmers 
Market are  

Drunk on Jam: Boozy 
homemade jams; East Bos-
ton, MA

Farmer Dave’s: Produce, 
bakery products, beans, 
preserves/sauces; Dracut, 
MA (weekly)

Hillside Harvest: Arti-
sanal hot sauces; Boston, 
MA (1-2 times per month)

Meadowbrook Orchards: 
Fruit, baked goods, eggs, 
honey, boxed meals, and 
smoked meats. Sterling, 
MA (weekly)

North of Boston Farm: 
Produce, meat, eggs, flow-
ers, preserves; Boxford & 
Newburyport, MA (week-
ly)

Oriental Farm: Specialty 
vegetables; Brockton, MA 
(weekly)

Sherman & Cherie’s 
Beezy Bees: Local honey; 
Longmeadow, MA (1-2 
times per month)

  S t e v e ’ s 
Original Sauces: Selec-

tion of barbeque and srira-
cha sauces; Belmont, NH 
(bi-weekly)

Veronica Robles Cultural 
Center: Elotes locos (Mexi-
can street corn); East Bos-
ton, MA (weekly)

Boston Cyclists Union: 
Bike repairs while you wait. 

Lost Art Cultured Foods: 
Artisanal sauerkraut; Provi-
dence, RI

Samira’s Homemade: 
Authentic Lebanese hum-
mus, dips, and finger foods; 
Cambridge, MA

Seven Hills Pasta: Arti-
san dried pasta; Melrose, 
MA

Organized and operat-
ed by EBNHC, the East 
Boston Farmers Market is 
a convenient, affordable 
source for fresh fruit and 
vegetables. The market 
runs on Wednesdays from 
3:00 to 6:30 p.m. through 
October 15. The time slot 
between 3:00 to 3:30 is des-
ignated for shoppers 60 and 
over and others at high risk 
for COVID-19. For more 
info visit https://external.
ebnhc.org/en/food-access/
farmers-market.html. 

there is no set timeline for 
their execution.

“I want it to be clear that 
review by the BCB of an 
application is the final point 
in the approval process be-
fore a business goes to the 
CCC. There can be no eq-
uity without transparency,” 
said Edwards. “If host com-
munity agreements are still 
being negotiated behind 
closed doors and there is no 
firm timeline on when they 
will be executed, entrepre-
neurs will continue to strug-
gle with the lack of predict-
ability that we have had for 
the last three years. This 
is the biggest frustration I 
have heard from people try-
ing to get into the industry. 
They are paying rent every 
month and get no answers 
from the city about when 
they might be able to move 
on to the state application. 
I’m looking to fix that.”

Janes said the city can-
not continue to force entre-
preneurs - some of which 
have been in the pipeline 
for years - across the city 
to indefinitely throw mon-
ey out the window with no 

clear timeline for the City’s 
application process. 

“The original legisla-
tion that formed the Boston 
Cannabis Board was fo-
cused on equity and trans-
parency,” she said. “The 
amendment we have filed 
will further strengthen this 
ordinance and the board’s 
process by creating a clear 
and transparent timeline for 
negotiating host communi-
ty agreements.”

Under the proposed 
changes, the host commu-
nity agreement negotiations 
would start within three 
days of the required com-
munity outreach meeting 
and a draft version of the 
agreement would be giv-
en to the applicant within 
10 business days of that 
meeting. The negotiated 
agreement would then be 
reviewed by the Boston 
Cannabis Board as part of 
its review of a complete ap-
plication. If the application 
is approved the agreement 
would be executed.

In addition to changes to 
the host community agree-
ments, Councilor Edwards’ 

proposal also establishes 
the 1:1 minimum ratio of 
equity to non-equity licenc-
es for the various license 
types issued by the CCC. 
The CCC is only issuing 
delivery licenses to equity 
applicants for a two year 
period.

“We need to make sure 
that equity applicants are 
going to have the same op-
portunities to open dispen-
saries as non-equity appli-
cants,” said Edwards. “My 
concern is that the BCB will 
be issuing equity licenses 
to delivery businesses over 
the next few years and if we 
don’t adjust the 1:1 ratio to 
include different types of 
businesses, non-equity ap-
plicants could get a much 
higher number of licenses 
to operate dispensaries than 
equity applicants.”

The proposed amend-
ments to the ordinance 
were introduced during the 
weekly council meeting on 
Wednesday, July 29 and 
will now be assigned to a 
city council committee for 
a public hearing.
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gion prevented them from 
voting in-person, or that 
they would be out of town 
on election day. This year, 
Massachusetts passed leg-
islation that waives these 
requirements, and anyone 
who requests a mail-in bal-
lot will get one. This will 
help make sure everyone 
can exercise their right to 
vote during COVID-19.”

The Mayor said that it’s 
important for residents to 
note that they are getting 
an application in the mail, 
and they must fill it out and 
send it back to the Elections 
Department to get a mail-in 
ballot. As of last week the 
City had received 4,000 ap-
plications for mail-in bal-
lots. 

“Voters can choose 
which election they’d like 
a ballot for — the Primary 
Election on September 1st; 
the General Election on 
November 7th; or both,” 
said Walsh. “Independent 
voters who want to vote in 
the primary must check a 
party box. They should then 
sign the form, and drop it 
in the mail. No postage is 
needed.”

Applications to request 
a mail-in ballot must be 
received by Wednesday, 
August 26 for the State Pri-
maries, and October 28 for 
the General Election. 

“Voters who would rath-
er go to their polling place 
in-person can still do so,” 
said Walsh. “The City of 
Boston Elections Depart-
ment is adding COVID-19 
protocols on social distanc-
ing, sanitizing procedures, 
and the proper use of PPE 

in their training for poll 
workers.”

In addition, the City will 
hold Early Voting again this 
year. Early voting for the 
Primaries will happen Au-
gust 22nd through August 
28th; and for the General 
Election, it will run October 
17th through October 30th.

To learn more about 
mail-in ballots and the up-
coming elections, visit Bos-
ton.gov/elections. 

Election  // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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$50 minimum deposit required to open any checking account. Other fees may apply, see schedule of 
fees for details. Free gift is awarded when account is opened. EBSB reserves the right to substitute a gift 
of similar value. Please note, in the event the value of the free gift exceeds $10, the bank is required to 
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regulations apply. Ask a representative for details.
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800.657.3272    EBSB.com

Facebook.com/EastBostonSavingsBank
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Staff Report

The Massachusetts Reg-
istry of Motor Vehicles 
(RMV) has started to pilot 
drop-off registration and 
title services at the Brain-
tree Service Center, with 
additional locations to fol-
low beginning Monday, 
August 10. These Registra-
tion Drop Off Centers will 
be dedicated to performing 
a number of vehicle-based 
registration and title ser-
vices for both commercial 
and individual customer 
transactions on a drop-
off only basis. Customers 
choosing this option will be 
able to drop-off appropriate 
paperwork for processing 
within a few business days.

“The RMV is excited 
to pilot and offer this new 
drop-off service to all of 
its customers for certain 
vehicle-based transac-
tions,” said RMV Registrar 
Jamey Tesler. “Customers 
in need of one of these ve-
hicle-based transactions 
can drop-off their paper-
work and return to pick it 
up in just a few business 
days. This alternative ser-
vice channel will help meet 
increased RMV service de-
mands during a time when 
services are limited by ap-
pointment-only due to the 
need to enforce social-dis-
tancing to keep our custom-
ers and employees safe.”

Registration renewals 
will still be conducted ex-
clusively online or by mail 
for individual customers. 
Customers will continue 
to be able to make appoint-
ments for certain vehi-
cle-based registration and 
title services up to 14 days 
in advance.

How Does ‘Drop-Off’ 
Registration and Title Ser-
vice Work?

• Customers in need of 
one of the services listed 
below should compile and 
complete all appropriate pa-
perwork and any supporting 
documents. This includes 
contacting your insurance 
agent/company to obtain a 
completed Registration and 
Title Application (RTA). 
Customers must drop-off 
the required paperwork 
within 30 days of obtaining 
their RTA.  Drop-offs with 
an incomplete or inaccurate 
RTA will not be processed.

• Customers will be able 
to visit any Registration 
Drop Off Center between 
the hours of 9:00AM and 
4:00PM to drop-off their 
transaction paperwork. An 
RMV door advocate will 
review the customer’s pa-
perwork to determine if 
it’s correctly completed 
and ask customers to fill 
out a coversheet with their 
name, email and phone 
number. Customers will 
not be allowed to wait and 
should expect a phone call 
or email from the Service 
Center within a few days 
when their transaction is 
completed.

• Transactions will be 
processed in the order re-
ceived. Customers will re-
ceive a phone call or email 
when their transaction is 
completed and be instruct-
ed to pay for their transac-
tion online. 

• Customers will return 
to the Service Center to 
pick up their plates and/or 
registration.

Customers who are 
dropping-off or picking-up 
their paperwork will be 
served in the order of arriv-
al and should anticipate a 
wait time for the intake and 
pick-up process, but will 
not have to wait for their 
transaction to be complet-
ed that same day. 

 How Long is the ‘Drop-
Off’ Turnaround Time?

While the RMV asks 
for its customers’ patience 
during the initial days of 
this service offering, an-
ticipated turnaround time 
for completion of drop-off 
transactions is within four 
business days. Drop-offs 
with an incomplete or inac-
curate RTA (see above) will 
not be processed.

However, customers 
may expect additional wait 
times if their transaction 
paperwork is incomplete, 
inaccurate or requires addi-
tional review.

 What If I Don’t Want to 
‘Drop-Off’ My Transaction 
or Wait 4 Business Days? 

Customers may alterna-
tively continue to book an 
appointment-only reser-
vation for these services. 
Appointments are available 
online up to 14 days in ad-
vance.

 What Type of Transac-
tions Can I ‘Drop-Off’ for 

Service?
The following types of 

transactions can be dropped 
off by both commercial and 
individual customers, in-
cluding casual sales, camp-
ers, trailers and motorcy-
cles. Registration renewals 
will still be conducted ex-
clusively online or by mail 
for individual customers.

• Register and title a ve-
hicle

• Transfer plate to a new 
vehicle

• Reinstate a registration
• Apply for a registration 

only
• Transfer a plate be-

tween two vehicles
• Register previously ti-

tled vehicle
• Transfer vehicle to sur-

viving spouse
• Registration amend-

ments
• Plate cancellations
 Where is My Nearest 

Registration ‘Drop-Off’ 
Center and When Can I 
Visit?

Drop-off hours will be 
between 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The 
following locations will 
begin performing drop-off 
registration and title ser-
vices on Monday, Aug. 10, 
while the Braintree Service 
Center will begin perform-
ing drop-off registration 
and title services on Mon-
day, August 3:

• Boston / Haymarket 
Service Center

• Braintree Service Cen-
ter (Monday, August 3)

•Chicopee Service Cen-
ter

• Haverhill Service Cen-
ter

• Milford Service Center
• Taunton Service Center
• Wilmington Service 

Center
 Why is the RMV Offer-

ing Certain ‘Drop-Off’ Ser-
vices?

The RMV is introduc-
ing this service channel 
alternative in light of the 
COVID-19 public health 
emergency to encour-
age ‘social-distancing’ in 
its Service Centers and 
prioritize other essential 
in-person needs by ap-
pointment-only. All RMV 
customers are encouraged 
to visit www.Mass.Gov/
RMV to complete one of 
over 40 other transactions 
available online, by mail, 
or by phone.

RMV to pilot drop-off registration and title services

A sample of the vote by mail ballot application that the 
Boston Election Department sent out recently. All residents 
should have an application by the end of the week accord-
ing to Mayor Walsh. 

a campaign aimed at paying 
particular attention to the 
needs of the high risk com-
munity living here. While 
the COVID 19 pandemic 
has been particularly dev-
astating for those at high 
risk for serious illness, the 
Health Center has adopted 
throughout the pandemic to 
help residents stay safe at 
home, stay safe while out 
in the community, and stay 
safe and feel comfortable 
in accessing the EBNHC’s 
services.

According to EBNHC 
Director of Strategy, Hollis 
Graham, RN, BSN about 
one quarter of all Health 
Center patients fall into the 
‘high risk’ category. 

“A large percentage of 
the health center’s patients 
fall into the COVID-19 
high-risk category,” said 
Graham. “We want to make 
sure we are doing more than 
meeting their health care 
needs. We want to make it 
easier for our community to 
access the tools needed to 
keep themselves safe.” 

Graham said that after 
months of isolation it has 
become apparent that it may 
be more risky for patients 
with chronic conditions to 
not maintain routine check 
ups. Graham said first and 
foremost EBNHC’s high 
risk patients should not de-
lay care for chronic issues. 
She said EBNHC is taking 
great precautions and extra 
safety measures to meet the 
needs of high-risk patients 
who need to access care 
onsite. 

“An impressive num-
ber of medical visits can 
be handled virtually, either 
telephonically or by using 
a video app,” said Gra-
ham. “But for visits that 
do require in-person care, 
the health center has made 
safety its number one pri-
ority. In addition to routine 
cleaning and disinfection of 
facilities, all staff members, 
patients, and visitors are ef-
ficiently screened for symp-
toms before entering EBN-
HC sites and are reminded 
to always wear a mask. 
The health center has also 
reconfigured patient flow, 
from the number of peo-
ple allowed in an elevator 
at one time to the speed at 
which patients are escorted 
to exam rooms after check 
in. The focus is on social 
distancing and making sure 
patients feel safe. EBNHC 
asks patients to come alone 
to appointments if possible 
to reduce crowding and 
contact but urges patients to 
seek care when needed.”

One EBNHC patient 

said, “I thought I was go-
ing to have to go without 
care for months, but I am 
still getting the care I need 
and the same quality of it, 
so I am really happy about 
that.”

Graham said the health 
center has a long reputation 
for caring for special popu-
lations. From its grassroots 
beginnings 50 years ago, 
the health center’s mission 
has been to invest in com-
munity wellbeing. 

“During this pandem-
ic, the safest place for ev-
eryone, especially those 
among the high-risk, vul-
nerable population, is to 
stay at home,” she said. 
“To facilitate staying at 
home, EBNHC rolled out 
virtual medical visits, in-
creased meals-on-wheels 
deliveries for senior citi-
zens, increased American 
Red Cross food access, and 
started a door-to-door mo-
bile vaccine clinic for pedi-
atric patients.”

As Massachusetts re-
opens Graham said EB-
NHC, in partnership with 
community agencies such 
as Action for Boston Com-
munity Development, has 
launched awareness cam-
paigns to help keep com-
munity members safe when 
they leave home. 

“While it is still safer to 
stay home, these campaigns 
provide resources to high-
risk community members 
to help keep them safe if 
and when they venture out, 
such as washable, reusable 
face masks and fact sheets 

to curb COVID-19 misin-
formation,” said Graham. 
Some of these supplies are 
mailed directly to high-risk 
patients and others are dis-
tributed directly within el-
derly housing complexes.”

Echoing Graham, Dr. 
Pedulla added that high 
risk patients should always 
wear a mask (with multiple 
layers of fabric) in pub-
lic; maintain a distance of 
at least 6 feet from others 
except those you live with 
regularly; wash hands reg-
ularly with soap and water 
or alcohol based hand san-
itizer for at least 20 sec-
onds; avoid any crowded 
locations unless absolutely 
essential, and if so, always 
maintain mask use, six foot 
distancing, and hand wash-
ing; and finally don’t go out 
to public places if you are 
sick. 

“But, if you are having 
physical symptoms, don’t 
delay seeking medical care 
out of concerns for the 
virus—every precaution 
has been taken to protect 
patients, and it is import-
ant that symptoms are ad-
dressed promptly,” said Dr. 
Pedulla. 

If you or someone in your 
family would like to make 
an appointment, schedule 
COVID-19 testing, or re-
ceive information on any 
EBNHC’s services includ-
ing elder care programs, 
contact the East Boston 
Neighborhood Health Cen-
ter at 617-569-5800 or visit 
www.ebnhc.org.

EBNHC // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Visit eastietimes.com

By John Lynds

 East Boston Neighbor-
hood Health Center (EBN-
HC) has ramped up efforts 
to get more Eastie residents 
tested for COVID 19 and 
launched a campaign this 
week to promote its Orle-
ans testing site that will run 
through August 19. 

The Orleans COVID 
testing site at the EBNHC’s 
164 Orleans Street parking 
lot provides testing six days 
a week for Eastie residents 
as well as residents from 
Everett, Chelsea, Revere 
and parts of Boston.  

The site provides both 
a walk-thru and drive-thru 
testing options and is free 
to the public. 

All residents need to do 
is call  617-569-5800 to 
preregister and patients do 

not need to have symptoms 
to get tested. 

“We are testing symp-
tomatic and asymptomatic 
patients. Non health center 
patients are welcomed for 
testing,” said EBNHC’s 
Michelle Hagerty. “We are 
only testing patients 3 years 
and older at the testing site. 
Patients younger than 3 
years old need to contact 
their Primary Care Physi-
cian.”

The hours of the test-
ing site are 8am to 12 pm 
Monday through Friday for 
the drive-thru option and 
walk-thru testing will be 
conducted from 1pm-5pm. 

On Saturday drive-thru 
testing will occur between 
10am-12pm while walk-th-
ru testing will occur from 
1pm-3pm. The testing site 
is closed on Sunday. 

EBNHC ramps up COVID 
testing at Orleans Street site
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SEND US YOUR NEWS
The Times encourages residents to 

submit    engagement, wedding and birth 
announcements, news releases, business and 
education briefs, sports stories and photos 
for publication. Items should be forwarded 
to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA 

02151.  Items can also  be faxed to 781-
485-1403.  We also encourage readers to 

e-mail news releases and photos to 

deb@reverejournal.com

Your opinions, please
The Times welcomes letters to the editor.  Our mailing address is 

385 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax number is  
781-485-1403. 

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor@eastietimes.com.  
Letters must be signed.  

We reserve the right to edit for length and content.

WAITING FOR THE BIG ONE

As we are writing this, we are awaiting the arrival of 
Hurricane Isaias, which is the earliest-ever ninth named 
storm of a hurricane season. 

Although Isaias was a weak Category 1 hurricane when 
it made landfall in the Carolinas and will be a tropical 
storm by the time it reaches us, it is forecast to combine 
with a storm front out of the west by the time it reaches 
New Jersey, bringing heavy rain to western New England 
and strong winds to eastern New England, similar to what 
Hurricane Irene did in late August of 2011.

Irene caused widespread power outages in Eastern 
Mass. (we recall losing all of the contents of our freezer 
in the basement) and the same is being forecast for Isaias, 
so we trust that all of our readers are prepared for some 
degree of inconvenience in the coming days.

Although Isaias will not cause major damage, the re-
cord number of named storms already this season gives 
us pause. Climate change undeniably is occurring in ways 
that are not fully understood, but one thing that is clear is 
that the number and severity of tropical storms are on the 
increase.

Climate change is bringing warmer ocean temperatures, 
which are the jet fuel for tropical storms. And for the re-
cord, the ocean temperature in Boston Harbor these past 
two weeks uncharacteristically has been above 70 degrees, 
which is wonderful for swimmers, but a harbinger of bad 
things to come.

 The Hurricane of 1938 still stands as the fiercest hur-
ricane ever to strike our part of the country, a once-in-a-
hundred years weather event. In terms of the odds alone, 
we are overdue for another major hurricane. But with the 
effects of climate change factored into the mix, it is clear 
that Mother Nature could do some serious damage if an-
other coastal storm makes its way here.

So as with everything else in life, it’s just one day at a 
time as we await the inevitability of The Big One to strike.

 

DEATHS ARE ONLY PART 
OF THE COVID STORY

Whether the subject is drunk driving, gun violence, or 
COVID-19, the headline that grabs our attention always 
is the death toll, of which there tragically have been more 
than 150,000 of our fellow Americans from COVID-19.

However, what often goes unreported are the large num-
bers of injuries, whether caused by drunken drivers, guns, 
or the coronavirus, that have life-altering consequences for 
victims.

Recent studies have shown that even individuals who 
are totally asymptomatic when they contract COVID-19 
still are likely to have long-term, if not permanent, damage 
to their heart, lungs, brain, kidneys, and other organs.

With respect to the heart, a study revealed that more 
than 3/4 of a group of 100 relatively young and healthy 
persons who contracted COVID-19 had some degree of 
visible heart damage -- 76 had evidence of a biomarker 
signaling cardiac injury typically found after a heart attack 
-- two months after the virus had cleared their bodies.

We still are learning about the coronavirus, but as time 
goes on and as our nation lurches ahead with no strategy 
to contain the pandemic, thereby endangering the lives and 
health of all of our citizens, it is becoming increasingly 
clear that COVID-19 is a far more insidious threat than 
initially had been thought.

And as we learn more and more about how damaging 
COVID-19 can be to even healthy individuals, it is hard 
to imagine reopening schools and businesses without a na-
tional strategy and adequate funding to ensure the health 
and safety of our people.

The Boston City Coun-
cil’s Committee on Govern-
ment Operations will hold 
a hearing on a proposed 
amendment to the city char-
ter filed by Councilor Lydia 
Edwards. Councilor Ed-
wards filed the amendment 
in response to the calls for 
systemic change in Boston 
and nationally. Under Mas-
sachusetts General Laws, 

Chapters 43B, section 10, 
subsection (b), a member 
of the city council may sug-
gest a charter amendment. 
The proposal by Councilor 
Edwards will give Boston 
residents a choice in what 
the city’s budgetary process 
should be and, if approved 
by voters, would give tax-
payers a greater say in how 
their tax dollars are spent 

by allowing for an expand-
ed participatory budgetary 
process. During Thurs-
day’s hearing the council 
will review the proposal 
by Councilor Edwards and 
suggest possible changes to 
it. Once the ballot question 
is finalized and approved 
by the city council it will 
be reviewed by the Attor-
ney General to determine 

its constitutionality. If ruled 
to be constitutional, Boston 
voters will decide the future 
of the city’s budget process 
during the November 2021 
municipal election.

The hearing can be 
viewed by streaming live 
at boston.gov/city-council-
tv, at 10 a.m., on Thursday, 
August 6.

Boston City Council to hold historic 
hearing on amendment to city charter

The Boston Parks and 
Recreation Department is 
pleased to announce that 
with the gradual return of 
activities to City parks the 
2020 White Stadium, East 
Boston, and South Boston 
Sports Centers are being 
extended through August 
28. 

The Sports Centers offer 
free summer camp alterna-
tives to Boston youth who 
might otherwise have no 
opportunity to attend such 
programming.  Each loca-
tion offers instruction in a 

number of popular sports 
through Friday, August 28.  
All Sports Centers are of-
fered free of charge to Bos-
ton residents and open to 
boys and girls ages 7 to 14.  
Parents may register their 
children for just one week 
or the entire summer.

The Sports Centers are 
operated in accordance 
with current public health 
guidelines. Children and 
staff wear face coverings 
and maintain six feet of 
social distance at all times, 
activities are organized in 

groups of ten or fewer, and 
programs are held com-
pletely outdoors.

For more information 
about the White Stadium 
Sports Center serving Ja-
maica Plain and Roxbury, 
please call (617) 961-3084 
or email woodley.auguste@
boston.gov.  

For more information 
about the East Boston 
Sports Center at East Bos-
ton Memorial Stadium, 
please call (617) 961-3083 
or email damien.margar-
do@boston.gov. 

For more informa-
tion about the South Boston 
Sports Center at M Street 
Park, please call (617) 961-
3039 or email mavrick.
afonso@boston.gov.

Please note that lunch 
will be provided but par-
ticipants must provide 
their own transportation.  
Pre-registration is required 
for both groups and individ-
uals.  For more information 
or to register online please 
go to boston.gov/sports.

Parks Department summer sports 
centers extended to August 28

On Monday, Congress-
man Adam Schiff (D-CA), 
a Framingham native, en-
dorsed Joe Kennedy for 
U.S. Senate in an email 
and video to Kennedy for 
MA supporters. As Chair 
of the House Intelligence 
Committee, Congressman 
Schiff is known for fighting 
tirelessly against injustices 
and abuses by the Trump 
Administration.

“I can unequivocally 
state that Joe is one of the 
most powerful progressive 
voices in the Democratic 

Party today,” Congress-
man Adam Schiff (D-CA) 
said. “From the moment he 
stepped foot on the House 
floor, I recognized Joe as a 
unique talent, as a shrewd 
legislator and tactician, and 
as a passionate warrior for 
justice. And I have seen 
how Joe has used his skill, 
talent and determination 
to fight Trump’s abuses of 
power every single day of 
this presidency.”

“Joe’s voice for change 
is needed in the Senate now 
more than ever to demand 

accountability, action, and 
progressive change. In mo-
ments of great national ur-
gency, like the COVID-19 
pandemic or the recent 
protests for racial equality, 
Joe has been a champion 
for those struggling to get 
by and those struggling to 
overcome.”

As Chair of the House 
Intelligence Committee, 
Schiff has been a fighter for 
accountability and to pro-
tect our democracy from 
the abuses of the Trump 
Administration.

Congressman Adam Schiff endorses Joe Kennedy for U.S. Senate

California Congressman, 
and Framingham native, 
Adam Schiff has endorsed 
Congressman Joe Kennedy 
III for US Senate.
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Go to xfi nity.com, call 1-800-xfi nity, or visit an Xfi nity Store today.

This incredible off er ends September 8. 

Think you’ve watched 
it all? Think again.
If you’re looking for an all-in-one entertainment experience, look no further than Xfi nity X1, 
featuring the Xfi nity Sports Zone, the place to be reunited with live sports, scores, highlights and 
more. Plus, with X1 all your favorite streaming apps are in one place. And with the award-winning 
Voice Remote, fi nding your next show has never been easier. There’s always more to see with 
Xfi nity X1, the ultimate entertainment experience. Now that’s simple, easy, awesome.

Restrictions apply. Not available in all areas. New residential customers only. Limited to Standard+ More Triple Play with Performance Pro 200 Mbps Internet. Early termination fee applies if all Xfinity services 
are cancelled during the agreement term. Equipment, installation, taxes and fees, including Broadcast TV Fee (up to $14.95/mo.) and Regional Sports Fee (up to $8.75/mo.), and other applicable charges extra, 
and subject to change during and after agreement term or promo. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Limited Basic TV service to receive other levels of service. Subscriptions required to access Peacock, 
Amazon Prime Video, Hulu and Netflix. Netflix, Hulu and Amazon Prime Video use your internet service and will count against any Xfinity data plan. Internet: Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. For factors 
affecting speed visit www.xfinity.com/networkmanagement. Voice: If there is a power outage or network issue, calling, including calls to 911 may be unavailable. All devices must be returned when service ends. Call 
for restrictions and complete details. © 2020 Comcast. All rights reserved. Individual programs and marks are property of their respective owners. NPA231941-0006 GBR-Comp-Q3-SummerSale-V3

for 2 years with 2-year agreement

Internet  TV  Voice

89$ / month
99

DVR service 
included for 1 year

Get the 
xFi Gateway

for speed, coverage 
and security

Equipment, taxes and other charges extra, 
and subject to change. See details below.

137768_NPA231941-0006 July NED 11.25x21 GBR V3.indd   1137768_NPA231941-0006 July NED 11.25x21 GBR V3.indd   1 7/13/20   4:50 PM7/13/20   4:50 PM
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COVID-19
Are you at risk?
Based on what we know now, 
those at increased risk for severe 
illness from COVID-19 are:
• Older adults
• People of any age with the following:

- Cancer
- Chronic kidney disease
- COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease)
- Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid organ transplant
- Obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 30 or higher)
- Serious heart conditions
- Sickle cell disease
- Type 2 diabetes mellitus

Have you missed a medical appointment? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule. This is  
especially important if you have a chronic or behavioral health condition. We offer both 
telemedicine and in-person visits, and we are accepting new patients.

If you are feeling ill, our Emergency Department at 10 Gove Street is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week, to provide assessment, testing, and treatment as needed.

We encourage everyone to get tested for COVID-19. We test six days a week at multiple 
locations. Getting tested is fast, easy, convenient, and safe. Call 617-569-5800 to pre-register.

Wear a mask

WHat YOu Can DO tO
Help prOteCt YOurself

East Boston Neighborhood Health Center - Protecting Our Community

avoid all cruise 
travel and non- 
essential air travel.

limit contact with 
other people as 
much as possible.

avoid close contact (6 
feet, which is about 

two arm lengths) with 
people who are sick.

Clean and disinfect 
frequently touched 

surfaces.

Wash your 
hands often.

617-569-5800  •  www.ebnhc.org  •

creation process, and are 
fighting for safer physical 
conditions in schools.  

“We want to see our stu-
dents, but we want to do it 
with proper safety proce-
dures in place,” said Marta 
Bausemer, BTU member 
and nurse. “That means 
rapid testing, a solid plan 
for when infections inevi-
tably happen, and training 
for all educators to slow the 
spread, among others.”

In response, Walsh said 
this week that keeping kids 
safe continues to be the 
number one priority as the 
City looks at starting the 
new school year. He said 

Boston is taking all of their 
needs into account and ex-
ploring every option. 

“It’s not a decision that 
can be rushed, because the 
City doesn’t know what the 
data will say a month from 
now, or even next week,” 
said Walsh. 

The Mayor said the City 
and BPS are planning for 
every scenario, so that all 
students can learn in a safe 
environment this school 
year. He said that the school 
year would not start with all 
in-person learning because 
it’s not safe.

“Right now, the City is 
focused on all remote learn-

ing, and a hybrid model 
for the start of the year,” 
said Walsh. “When kids 
walk through the doors of 
Boston’s school buildings, 
it will be when the public 
health experts say it’s safe.”

He said that parents 
could choose to keep their 
kids fully remote, no matter 
what happens. 

“But it’s important to 
remember: many families 
don’t really have that choice 
because the parents must go 
to work, and someone must 
care for their children,” said 
Walsh. “For many students, 
the learning gap grows with 
every day they’re away 

from their teachers and 
classrooms. Some families 
have the resources to make 
at-home learning work, and 
some don’t. That’s why it’s 
important to explore every 
possible way to safely bring 
kids back to school, espe-
cially for students of color 
who already face challeng-
es. It’s about equity.”

For their part, the BTU 
Nurses have identified five 
demands in order for stu-
dents to return to school 
safely. They are as follows: 

• Policies consistent with 
Safe Nursing Practice must 
be reviewed and approved 
by our nurses.

• Rapid testing must be 
in place for quick identifi-
cation of COVID-19 in our 
school communities.

• Sufficient PPE supplies, 
including fitted N95 masks 
for nurses and appropriate 
protective gear for all edu-
cators who need them must 
be obtained and supplied in 
adequate quantities by the 
district.

• There should be ade-
quate ventilation in all ar-
eas; cleaning and sanitizing 
policies must be strictly 
enforced; there must be 
isolation rooms and safe 
waiting areas near health 
offices, working sinks in all 
health offices, soap and pa-
per towels in all bathrooms, 
working windows, and safe 
drinking water. Air quality 
and ventilation assessments 
must be done and the re-
sults must be made public. 

• Increase the number of 

substitute nurses and teach-
ers, hire more psycholo-
gists, social workers, cus-
todians, and other staff in 
order to support all students 
and to implement all safety 
protocols.

Cassellius has held 24 
public meetings so far, with 
more to go to discuss and 
get feedback from parents, 
staff and students on re-
opening. 

“BPS has been planning 
for months, gathering data 
through student, staff and 
family surveys, as well as 
evaluating the spring re-
mote learning program,” 
she said. “All of that input 
has informed the BPS draft 
plans. They are addressing 
facility concerns such as 
bathrooms, water tempera-
ture, fixing windows, and 
ordering HVAC filters.”

She said BPS would con-
tinue to monitor the data 

and science from medical 
and public health profes-
sionals, following CDC 
guidance as well as guide-
lines from state officials. 

“Safety is the top priority 
for students, families, and 
all teachers and staff,” said 
Cassellius. 

She added that she un-
derstands the concerns 
families have about send-
ing their children back to 
school and heard from them 
firsthand and understands 
on a personal level, as a 
mother of three. 

“But one thing is clear to 
me — that we cannot throw 
our hands up in the air,” she 
said. “We are all reinvent-
ing education. And we have 
to. Because our children 
don’t get a rewind. There is 
no do-over. And we don’t 
know how long this will 
continue. Our children need 
us to rally.”

Schools // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mayor Martin Walsh gives a press briefing on BPS reopen-
ing last week. 

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Scarlet&Grey Dev LLC Bartolo, John 96 Beachview Rd                $600,000
Kirtikar, Adwait           Griffin, Ryan          95 Boardman St #2           $710,000
Lurie, Samuel A Roxbury Mountain RT     70 Bremen St #508           $707,000
97 Condor Street Eas LLC 97 Condor Street LLC 97 Condor St               $1,200,000
DT Walsh Realty LLC Drake, Thomas P 32 Eutaw St               $625,000
Ciarcia, Jeffrey Oconnor, Kevin R   247 Everett St #1                $474,900
Appleton Grove LLC Dagostino, Grace 217 Lexington St              $930,000
Arniotes, Alexander Bernshtein, Yevgeny 10 Orleans St #203           $600,000
Branz, Jeff            Brestyan, Radu          61 Saint Andrew Rd #2           $725,000
125 Saratoga Street LLC Izzo FT                125 Saratoga St               $472,000
Morrison, John D Stank, Barbara J 188 Webster St #3                $525,000
Gratta, Julietta Redfern, Scott       281 Webster St #3             $565,000

By John Lynds

An East Boston teen has 
been arrested in connection 
with the fatal shooting of 
Yaseen Butt, 20, of Revere 
outside Twist and Shake 
ice cream shop on Revere 
Beach Blvd.

State Police and the Suf-
folk County District Attor-

ney’s Office said Felix Mar-
tinez, 19, of East Boston 
had been charged in Butt’s 
death. Martinez was taken 
into custody last Thursday, 
four days after the fatal 
shooting.

The incident occurred 
just after 10 p.m. on Sunday, 
July 26 when Troopers from 
the State Police-Revere 
Barracks and Revere Police 

responded to a shooting in 
front of the Twist and Shake 
at 82 Revere Beach Blvd.

Troopers and Officers 
were on scene within min-
utes and located a 20-year-
old male, later identified as 
Butt, suffering from a gun-
shot wound. The victim was 
conscious upon Troopers’ 
arrival and was transported 
to Massachusetts General 

Hospital, where he was later 
pronounced deceased.

Preliminary investigation 
suggests the shooting fol-
lowed an altercation.

Martinez was arraigned 
in Chelsea District Court on 
charges including murder, 
assault with a dangerous 
weapon and armed robbery, 
according to prosecutors.

Prosecutors said Marti-

nez stole two backpacks, 
one that was worth $800, 
from Butt and an acquain-
tance of Butt’s after Mar-
tinez and an accomplice 
flashed a gun at the pair.

Later, Butt and his friend 
comforted Martinez about 
the stolen backpacks and got 
into an altercation. Martinez 
and others chased Butt and 
after he fell to the ground 

they beat and kicked him.
During the attack Mar-

tinez allegedly shot the 
20-year-old Revere resi-
dent.

“Yaseen’s (Butt) life was 
stolen over a backpack,” 
District Attorney Rachael 
Rollins said in a statement. 
“This violence and com-
plete disregard for human 
life is unacceptable.”

Eastie teen arrested in connection with fatal shooting on Revere Beach Boulevard
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By John Lynds

Bon Appetit named Ya-
hya Noor’s small cafe that 
serves up home cooked So-
malia cuisine on the corner 
of Maverick and Jeffries 
Streets in East Boston to its 
annual “Hot 10” list saying 
Noor’s restaurant “should 
be your first stop off the 
plane” at Logan Airport. 

Since opening Tawakal 
Halal Cafe Noor has re-
ceived nothing but praise 
for his food, his communi-

ty giving and his ability to 
breathe no life into a for-
gotten corner of Eastie that 
abuts Logan Airport. 

So it’s no surprise that 
this week Boston Magazine 
named Tawakal Halal Cafe 
to its annual “Best of Bos-
ton” list. 

This much-anticipated 
annual issue highlights the 
absolute best that the Great-
er Boston Area has to offer 
in food, drink, retail, de-
sign, fitness, and so much 
more. 

“Among this year’s out-
standing “Best of Boston” 
honorees is Tawakal Halal 
Cafe, which was named to 
the list as the Best Takeout 
Food in East Boston,” said 
Neal Malone, Vice Presi-
dent

Regan Communications 
Group who runs press for 
Boston Magazine. “They 
were selected by the maga-
zine’s editorial team, which 
ate, drank, shopped, and 
explored its way around 
the city to come up with 
the best possible list. Many 
of these businesses have 
successfully weathered the 
storm that COVID-19 has 
created, while others have 
struggled.”

In their review Boston 
Magazine writes, “From-
scratch sambusa wrappers 
stuffed and fried to a hot, 
flaky crisp, followed by 
tangled piles of spaghetti 

sauced with a velvety stew 
of fragrantly spiced braised 
goat: Such soul-warming 
Somali comfort food cer-
tainly takes the edge off 
these anxiety-ridden times. 
Bonus points for bottles of 
signature hot sauce avail-
able for enlivening hum-
drum home cooking with 
East African herbs.”

Noor said he wouldn’t 
have been able to make his 
restaurant a success if not 
for the support and love 
from the community. 

“I guess in the sense of 
being named best restau-
rants I will say thank you 
to East Boston for welcom-
ing us with open arms,” he 
said. “If it wasn’t our com-
munity and our dedicated 
customers, we would have 
struggled and even maybe 
close our small family busi-
ness.”

By John Lynds

It’s halfway through the 
summer and Piers Park 
Sailing Center’s (PPSC) 
summer programs, both 
in-person and virtually, 
have been a success so far. 

“Our in-person youth 
programs resumed June 
29,” said PPSC Executive 
Director Alex DeFronzo. 
“Summer sessions of the In-
clusive Youth Development 

Program, now in the fifth 
week, are going well.  With 
reduced enrollment and 
strict adherence to guide-
lines, students are learning 
in an environment as safe as 
reasonably possible.”

DeFronzo said outdoor 
education was a key to stu-
dent growth and learning in 
past pandemics, and holds 
great value now.  

“Students have been 
advancing through the 

program curriculum at an 
impressive speed,” said 
DeFronzo. “In total, we 
have 360 youth program 
slots this summer.  In a typ-
ical year, we see more than 
1,900 young sailors, so this 
was a difficult reduction in 
student enrollment.  Priority 
enrollment went to students 
from environmental justice 
communities, students from 
families with low house-
hold income, and students 

with disabilities.”
DeFronzo said there was 

a special exception and one 
program saw a growth in 
enrollment this year.  

“Our teen program, Fu-
ture Leaders and Instructor 
Trainees, has 26 students 
enrolled, up from five en-
rolled three years ago,” said 
DeFronzo. “These teens are 
our future sailing instruc-
tors and building their skills 
is essential for sustaining 
youth programs in 2021 and 
beyond.”

Operating the sailing 
programs safely meant ac-
quiring a lot of new gear 
including personal protec-
tive equipment like face 
coverings and gloves, dis-
infectants, hand washing 
stations, dock brushes, soap 
foaming hose attachments, 
about 100 new life jackets, 
hand sanitizer, and more.  
“It also meant changing 
instructor to student ratios 
from 1:6 to 1:2 in most pro-
gramming,” said DeFronzo. 
“We would not have been 
able to make these adapta-
tions without the support 
of many individual donors, 
corporate partners, founda-
tions, and state grants.  A 
very big thank you to all 
who have supported us in 
2020.”

To supplement its in-per-
son programs the Sailing 
Center developed more 
than 30 videos for online 
education

“If you haven’t already, 
visit our YouTube chan-

nel for new content,” said 
DeFronzo. “Every week 
through the summer, we 
will release videos on sail-
ing skills and marine sci-
ence.  You can subscribe to 
our channel to get the latest 
updates.”

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
New Store Hours starting June 22: Mon-Sat 7:30 am-8pm;  Sun: 7:30am-7pm; Senior Hours: Mon-Sat: 7:30am-8:30pm Sun: 8am-9am

 Not responsible for typographical errors.   We have the right to limit quantities.

Grocery
Great grocery specials

Deli

Gatorade  32 oz ............................10/$10.00
Chobani Greek Yogurt ....................10/$10.00
Hood Cottage Cheese  5.3 oz ......10/$10.00
Maruchan Ramen Noodles ................. 5/$1.00
Best Yet K-Cups ..................................... $3.99 
General Mills Cheerios 8.9 oz ........ 5/$10.00
Xtra Laundry Detergent  75 oz ....... 2/$4.00
Kraft Macaroni & Cheese Cups ........ 2/$3.00
Heinz Barbecue Sauce ....................... 2/$3.00
Classico Pasta Sauce ........................ 2/$4.00
Cheez-Its ............................................2/$5.00
Pillsbury Toaster Strudels ................ 3/$5.00
Mama Rosie's Raviolis ....................... 3/$5.00
Totinos Pizza Rolls ..............................4/$5.00
Philadelphia Soft or 
Whipped Cream Cheese ..................... 2/$6.00

Best Yet Oven Roasted Turkey Breast $5.99/lb 
Stella Slicing Provolone Cheese ...... $3.99/lb 
Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham ..... $4.99/lb
Our Own Tomato -Basil-Mozzarella 

Salad .................................................... $6.99/lb

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

Weekend Specials
Friday, August 7th through Sunday Aug. 9th

"while supplies last"

Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made
SALE DAYS THURSDAY, AUGUST 6TH THROUGH WEDNESDAY AUGUST 12TH, 2020

Produce
Fresh Italian Plum Roma Tomatoes . $1.39/lb
Fresh & Crisp Super Select Cucumbers 2/$1.00
Tropical Sweet Golden Pineapples ... 2/$5.00
New Jersey Sweet Juicy Peaches ....$1.59/lb
Natures Finest All Purpose 
White Potatoes 5 lb bag ......................... $2.99 

Meat
"Meat Cut Fresh Every Day"

Boneless Pork Chops ........................ $1.99/lb
Boneless Pork Spareribs ................. $1.99/lb
Center Cut Steaks ........................... $3.59/lb
Split Chicken Breast ........................ $2.19/lb
Boneless Skinless Chicken Thighs .. $2.19/lb

Kayem Polska Kielbasa  14 oz ......2/$10.00
Sugardale Bacon  12 oz ................... 2/$8.00

Family Pack Specials

Bakery

BAKERY
Grab &Go Brownie Tub ..........................................$3.99
DELI
Best Yet Roast Beef ........................................... $7.99/lb
Hans Kissle Seafood Salad ............................ $6.99/lb
Natural Casing Hot Dogs .................................$5.99/lb
PRODUCE
Locally Grown Butter & Sugar Bi-Color Corn ...7/$2.99
Fresh & Sweet Plump Blueberries pint pkg ..2/$5.00 limit 4
All Purpose Yellow Onions 2lb bag .............. 4/$5.00 limit 4

MEAT
Family Pack Boneless Chicken Breast ..............$1.99/lb
Family Pack Sirloin Strip Steaks ................... $8.99/lb
Best Yet Raw Shrimp 21-25ct ................ $6.99/bag
GROCERY
Chicken of the Sea Solid White 
Canned Tuna ........................................10/$10.00 limit 3
Tropicana Orange Juice 52 oz.  ..................... 2/$6.00
Hood Ice Cream  ................................................ 2/$6.00

Chocolate Chunk Salted Caramel Cookies   $3.49 
10 pk

Stonefire Naan Bread ...........................$2.59 
Buttermilk Biscuits  4 pk ......................$1.99 

For Advertising Rates, Call 617-884-2416
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By Seth Daniel

Everett Redevelopment 
Authority (ERA) members 
said they were encour-
aged with the interest in 
the parking lot parcels at 
Everett Square through the 
recent bidding process that 
has taken place through the 
summer.

After a meeting of the 
ERA Monday night, City 
Planner Tony Sousa said 
they had received five pro-
posals from their Request 
for Information (RFI) they 
put out to the development 
world at the end of the 
spring.

“The purpose of the RFI 
was to gauge if there was 
interest,” he said. “Indeed, 
there was interest. We talk-
ed to other redevelopment 
authorities in Malden and 
Worcester and five propos-
als are pretty solid. Some-
times you don’t get any and 
sometimes you get a cou-
ple. We have been told that 
three to five proposals is the 
sweet spot.”

The ERA had put out a 
previous RFI for the Square 
last year, and got back three 
proposals. However, at that 
time, the City had not yet 
been approved by the state 

for its Everett Square Urban 
Renewal Plan (URP). After 
having been approved for 
that plan earlier this year, 
they decided to put out an-
other RFI. Only one propo-
nent from the earlier round 
re-submitted, Sousa said.

Those who have submit-
ted proposals include:

•Sal Sacro of the Sacro 
Development.

•Di Girolomo Cos./Rich 
Di Girolomo, owner of 
Braza Grille property.

•Legacy Building and 
Development/Charlie Zam-
muto, developer of the old 
pizza place on Main Street.

•Equity Residential.
•Chestnut Equity/Build-

ing Wealth & Communi-
ties/Boston Realty Advi-
sors (Joint venture).

The RFI was specifi-
cally gauging interest in 
the parking lots in Everett 
Square adjacent to Braza 
Grille and the Sacro Tow-
er. The City has called for 
a mixed-use development 
that would include residen-
tial and retail on the ground 
floor. There was a prefer-
ence for developers who 
were willing and able to 
leverage relationships with 

Candidates were 
out and about on 
Tuesday morning, 
Sept. 17, for the 
City Preliminary 
Election, which fea-
tured the Council 
at-large candidates 
competing against 
each other. Only 
one in the field was 
set to be eliminat-
ed, and a low turn-
out was expected, 
but many in the 
race felt it was a 
good bellwether to 
see how the cam-
paigns are faring 
right now. Pictured 
in Everett Square 
campaigning was Jimmy Green, Paul Russo and Councilor Wayne Matewsky. Just down the street was Councilor John Hanlon with Sal Sacro and State Rep. Joe McGonagle – among others. For complete results, check the Everett Independent’s website and social media this evening, (www.everettindependent.com and @EverettIndy).
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Get Ready for Fall!
Sweater weather is here

 

Messinger Insurance  
Agency, Inc.  475 Broadway 

 Everett, MA 02149 
 Phone: 617-387-2700  SINCE 1921 Fax: 617-387-7753  
 
 

AUTO INSURANCE BENEFITS 
 
 

 ACCIDENT FORGIVENESS 
 

 DISAPPEARING COLLISION 
DEDUCTIBLE 
 

 11% DISCOUNT WITH SUPPORTING 
POLICY 

 
 10% COMBINED PAY IN FULL 

DISCOUNT AND GREEN DISCOUNT  
 10% GOOD STUDENT DISCOUNT 

 
98 years of excellence! 

 
 

Monday thru Friday: 8am to 6pm 
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www.messingerinsurance.com 
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ERA MILLENNIUM REAL 
ESTATE APARTMENT 

RENTALS

Call 617-389-1101

Landlords - If you have an apartment you 
want to rent, let us do the work for you.

See PROPOSALS Page 2

PHOTO BY JIM VALENTEAll the Hawks can do is chase Everett’s Tyrese Baptiste (11) in vain as he jets into open field and to the end zone for the Crimson Tide. The Tide hosted the Xaverian Hawks on Friday night, Sept. 13, and controlled the game. The final score ended up 27-21 after Xaverian scored a touchdown in the final seconds. See Page 9 for story and more photos.

PHOTOS BY KATY ROGERSThe Wailers, the original band that played with Reggae icon Bob Marley, performed as the headlining act at Village Fest on Saturday night, Sept. 14. Thousands of Everett resi-dents and visitors to the city came out once again to take in the local flavor combination of great music, family fun, great breweries/distilleries and food galore. Johnny D’Agos-tino, known as the moderator for the popular Everett Facebook page, emceed the event on Saturday and kept the fun going all evening. See Page 11 for more photos.

City officials 
give parking 
update on 
Lower 
Broadway

By Laura Plummer

Three months after En-
core Boston opened its 
doors to the public, City 
officials met with Council 
on Sept. 3, to update them 
on the parking situation on 
Lower Broadway.

Prior to its summer re-
cess back in June, Council 
meetings were dominat-
ed by concerns about how 
the casino opening would 
impact the day-to-day life 
of residents in Everett, not 
the least of which was the 
worry that residential dis-
tricts would be flooded with 
non-residents parking along 
the streets and taking public 
transportation down to the 
resort.

At that time, some Coun-
cilors felt that the City’s 
focus on Lower Broadway 
was too small in scope and 
ignored potential issues 
outside of this area. It was 
agreed that the city would 
address Council in another 
three months to provide an 
update.

Everett Police Sergeant 
Joe Gaff and the May-
or’s Chief of Staff Kevin 
O’Donnell announced that 
the traffic and parking sit-
uation on Lower Broadway 
was “better than anybody 
anticipated,” something 
they attributed to educating 
the community about using 
public transportation.

“Everybody who’s put 
their energy down there 
is reaping the rewards. 

Council calls 
for solution to 
city’s rodent 
problem

By Laura Plummer

At its first meeting of 
the fall on Monday, Sept. 
3, Council addressed com-
plaints of a surge in the 
city’s rat population, per-
haps due to an increase in 
recent construction proj-
ects.

Councilor Wayne 
Matewsky said he had re-
ceived numerous phone 
calls from residents, not 
only in his own ward, but 
also from around the city 
who are seeking a solution 
to the city’s rat problem. 
He identified the follow-
ing streets as being areas 
of concern: Bolster, Elm, 
Elsie, Estes, George and 
Paris.

“This may not seem like 
an issue that affects every-
body, but it’s all over the 
city,” he said. “They’re 
coming from somewhere. 
There has to be an aware-
ness.”

VILLAGE 
FEST

 CITY PRELIMINARY ELECTION

By Seth Daniel

Nearly $400 million was 
wagered at Encore Boston 
Harbor in August, with a 
strong showing on table 
games once again, but a 
continuing “soft” perfor-
mance on the sea of slot 
machines at the resort.

The Massachusetts 
Gaming Commission 
(MGC) released its August 

numbers on Monday, and 
found that Encore outpaced 
the two other casinos in the 
state by a longshot, bring-
ing in $52.8 million in 
Gross Gaming Revenues 
for the month. That was 
nearly $4 million more than 
their number in July.

The total wagered for 
August was $391.47 mil-
lion (a number that consists 
of the total coin-in wagered 

on the slots and the reve-
nues from table games).

The numbers were built 
on another strong perfor-
mance on the table games, 
where Encore logged $32.2 
million in revenues for Au-
gust, which was nearly $5 
million over July’s number 
– which was considered 
very strong.

Everett Redevelopment receives 
strong interest in Everett Square lots

Five proposals

THE CHASE

Encore gaming numbers continue 
to grow, though slots remain ‘soft’

By Seth Daniel

The time-honored per-
ception in Everett Public 
Schools has been that many 
of the students in the class-
rooms don’t necessary live 
in the city.

It has been a rumor or 
innuendo for years upon 
years, and now the School 
Committee and City Ad-

ministration are looking to 
bring in more stringent re-
quirements for students to 
prove residency – as Ever-
ett is one of the most lenient 
in the area on the issue.

“There were times in the 
past when people would 
say they knew our star foot-
ball player lives in Boston 
and they needed to be an 
investigation,” said School 

Committeeman Frank 
Parker. “They say that be-
cause they see him get on 
a bus going into Boston. It 
ends up he was homeless 
and going into the shelter at 
Youth Harbor. There is fact 
and there is perception. We 
need to operate on fact so 
there isn’t such perceptions 

School Committee moves to look into 
more restrictive student residency

See ENCORE Page 2
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Piers Park Sailing Center’s summer cruises along

Harbor Explorers out in kayaks off the PPSC’s docks. 

A young sailor out in the harbor during PPSC in-person 
summer program that has been greatly reduced due to the 
pandemic. 

Tawakal Halal Cafe named “Best of Boston” 

A plate of soul-warming Somali comfort food that helped 
make Tawakal Halal Cafe to this year’s Boston Magazine’s 
‘Best of Boston” list. 



Page 8 T H E   E A S T  B O S T O N  T I M E S - F R E E  P R E S S  Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Please visit eastietimes.com

OBITUARIES

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

Lucinda A. (Giddings) 
Lanzilli of East Boston, 
formerly of Beachmont, 
passed away peacefully at 
home surrounded by her 
loving family on July 29. 

A past employee of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, she was the be-
loved wife for over 48 years 
of Nicholas Lanzilli, dear 
sister of Kathleen Arcovio 
and her late husband, Jo-
seph of Melrose, cherished 
aunt of Matthew Arcovio 
and his wife, Giuliana of 
Melrose; adored great-aunt 
of Mackenzie and Rose Ar-
covio. She is also survived 
by many other loving niec-
es and nephews. 

Funeral arrangements 
were by the Ruggiero Fam-
ily Memorial Home, East 
Boston.  Interment was in 
Woodlawn Cemetery,  Ev-

erett. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations in Lu-
cinda’s honor can be made 
to the Brain Tumor Center 
at Massachusetts Gener-
al Hospital, 125 Nashua 
Street, Suite 540 Boston 
MA 02114, 617-726-2200.
For more information, 
please visit www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Christine Ann Promise
December 10, 1947-May 8, 2020

With great sadness, we 
announce the passing of 
our sister, Christine Ann 
(Doyle) Promise of Revere, 
formerly of East Boston, 
due to COVID-19.   

The second of four 
daughters of the late Ralph 
and Marion Doyle of East 
Boston, Christine is sur-
vived by her brothers: Jim 
Doyle of Agawam and Fa-
ther Tom Doyle and her sis-
ters, Maureen Doyle Flores 
and Kathleen Doyle and her 
husband, Jay Lifson, all of 
California. She was also 
the sister of the late Patty 
Doyle, cherished aunt of 
Kate Doyle of Westfield, 
David Flores, Kaitlin and 
Hannah Lifson and Carrie 
Lifson Macdonald; beloved 
Great Aunt of Nicholas 
and Samuel Florek, Jayden 
Lifson and her newest 
nephew, James Macdonald, 
born December, 2019.   

Christine was happily 
married to Rick Promise 
(deceased 2019) who she 
met at a Scrabble tourna-
ment she was hosting. Mar-
ried for 27 years, Chris and 
Rick were united by their 
unwavering devotion and 
commitment to the Cath-
olic faith and were active 
congregants of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish in Revere, 
where they wed in June 
1993.   

Christine was class Vale-
dictorian of both her high 
school (East Boston High 
School, 1965) and college 
(Boston State College, 
1969) graduating class-
es, the latter to which she 
received a full academic 
scholarship. To ease the fi-
nancial burden of her high-
er education, Chris worked 
weekends for four years in 

the gift-wrapping depart-
ment at Jordan Marsh in 
downtown Boston.  She 
cherished the life-long 
friendships she made at 
school and at work.   

Following graduation 
from college, Christine 
worked in finance and was 
employed by John Hancock 
Insurance for more than 
two decades. Following her 
retirement from John Han-
cock, she worked as a spe-
cial education assistant for 
the Revere school district.

She found the children 
delightful and her position 
there very rewarding.   

During her last years, 
Christine bravely and un-
complainingly faced many 
health challenges, includ-
ing early onset Alzheimer’s 
disease. She often stated, “I 
don’t have a single thing to 
complain about. Nothing 
hurts, and I really feel fine.”  

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, no services will 
be held at this time. When 
restrictions are lifted, she 
and Rick will be interred 
together at the National 
Cemetery in Bourne, after 
which a celebration of both 
their lives will be held.   

Christine, you filled our 
lives with kindness, joy, 
love and laughter. Rest well 
dear sister. Your spirit lives 
on in all of us.  

Lucinda Lanzilli
Past employee of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts

Administration launches 
#MaskUpMA initiative

USCIS adjusts fees to help 
meet operational needs

Application period open for citizenship and assimilation grant programs

MBTA to host forum 
on fall bus schedule

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration last week 
launched #MaskUpMA, an 
effort to continue to remind 
residents to wear masks 
and face-coverings in pub-
lic to stop the spread of 
COVID-19. The effort will 
underscore the importance 
of wearing masks across 
multiple channels includ-
ing video testimonials on 
social media, a new PSA, 
and a website, Mass.Gov/
MaskUp.

Governor Baker and Lt. 
Governor Polito helped 
launch #MaskUpMA with 
video testimonials where 
they urge residents to wear 
masks to protect them-
selves and others. Red Sox 
mascot Wally the Green 
Monster also joined the ef-
fort today, and in the com-
ing weeks, additional local 

public figures will remind 
everyone in Massachusetts 
to “mask up.”

In addition, the Depart-
ment of Public Health today 
also launched an updated 
public service announce-
ment video. Residents can 
also visit Mass.Gov/Ma-
skUp to learn more about 
wearing face-coverings, in-
cluding best practices and 
multilingual resources.

In May, Governor 
Baker issued an order re-
quiring residents to wear 
face-coverings in public 
where social distancing is 
not possible. This applies 
to both indoor and outdoor 
spaces. Exceptions include 
children under the age of 2 
and those unable to wear a 
mask or face covering due 
to a medical condition.

Last week, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
announced a final rule that 
adjusts fees for certain 
immigration and natural-
ization benefit requests to 
ensure U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) recovers its costs 
of services.

Unlike most government 
agencies, USCIS is fee 
funded. Fees collected and 
deposited into the Immigra-
tion Examinations Fee Ac-
count fund nearly 97% of 
USCIS’ budget.

As required by federal 
law, USCIS conducted a 
comprehensive biennial fee 
review and determined that 
current fees do not recover 
the cost of providing adju-
dication and naturalization 
services. DHS is adjusting 
USCIS fees by a weighted 
average increase of 20% to 
help recover its operational 
costs. Current fees would 
leave the agency under-
funded by about $1 billion 
per year.

“USCIS is required to 
examine incoming and 
outgoing expenditures and 
make adjustments based on 
that analysis,” said Joseph 
Edlow, USCIS deputy di-
rector for policy. “These 
overdue adjustments in fees 
are necessary to efficiently 
and fairly administer our 
nation’s lawful immigration 
system, secure the home-

land and protect Ameri-
cans.”

The rule accounts for 
increased costs to adjudi-
cate immigration benefit 
requests, detect and deter 
immigration fraud, and 
thoroughly vet applicants, 
petitioners and beneficia-
ries. The rule also supports 
payroll, technology and 
operations to accomplish 
the USCIS mission. The 
rule removes certain fee 
exemptions, includes new 
nominal fees for asylum 
applicants, and reduces fee 
waivers to help recover the 
costs of adjudication.

This final rule also en-
courages online filing by 
providing a $10 reduction 
in the fee for applicants 
who submit forms online 
that are electronically avail-
able from USCIS. Online 
filing is the most secure, 
efficient, cost-effective and 
convenient way to submit a 
request with USCIS.

USCIS last updated its 
fee structure in December 
2016 by a weighted average 
increase of 21%.

For a full list of changes 
and a complete table of fi-
nal fees, see the final rule.

This final rule is effective 
Oct. 2, 2020. Any appli-
cation, petition, or request 
postmarked on or after this 
date must include payment 
of the new, correct fees es-
tablished by this final rule.

Staff Report

U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services is ac-
cepting applications for two 
funding opportunities under 
the Citizenship and As-
similation Grant Program. 
The grant opportunities, 
mandated by Congress and 
funded with appropriations 
rather than the agency’s op-
erating funds, will provide 
up to $10 million in grants 
for citizenship preparation 
programs in communities 
across the country.

These competitive grant 
opportunities are open to 
organizations that prepare 
lawful permanent residents 
for naturalization and pro-
mote civic assimilation 
through increased knowl-
edge of English, U.S. histo-
ry, and civics.

USCIS expects to an-
nounce award recipients in 

September 2020, if agency 
staff are available to review 
applications and oversee 
the program. However, 
should agency staff be fur-
loughed in late August, 
USCIS anticipates that the 
grant program could be im-
pacted or even terminated 
for the fiscal year.

USCIS seeks to expand 
availability of high-quality 
citizenship and assimila-
tion services throughout 
the country with these two 
grant opportunities:

•Citizenship Instruction 
and Naturalization Appli-
cation Services. This grant 
opportunity will fund up to 
33 organizations that offer 
both citizenship instruction 
and naturalization applica-
tion services to lawful per-
manent residents. Applica-
tions are due by Aug. 31.

•The Refugee and Asylee 
Assimilation Program. This 
grant opportunity will fund 

up to six organizations to 
provide individualized ser-
vices to lawful permanent 
residents who entered the 
United States under the 
U.S. Refugee Admissions 
Program or were granted 
asylum. Applications are 
due by Aug. 31. 

USCIS will consider var-
ious program and organi-
zational factors, including 
past grantee performance, 
when making final award 
decisions. In addition, all 
funded grant recipients 
must enroll in E-Verify as 
a regular employer within 
30 days of receiving the 
award and remain as a par-
ticipant in good standing 
with E-Verify throughout 
the entire period of grant 
performance. Funded grant 
recipients will be required 
to verify all new hires at 
hiring locations performing 
work on a program or activ-
ity that is funded in whole 

or in part under the grant. 
New to this year’s program 
is a prerequisite that ap-
plicants and sub-awardees 
certified under the Student 
and Exchange Visitor Pro-
gram (SEVP) must comply 
with all SEVP requirements 
at the time of application.

Since it began in 2009, 
the USCIS Citizenship 
and Assimilation Grant 
Program has awarded ap-
proximately $92 million 
through 434 grants to im-
migrant-serving organiza-
tions in 39 states and the 
District of Columbia. 

To apply for one of these 
funding opportunities, vis-
it grants.gov. For addition-
al information on the Citi-
zenship and Assimilation 
Grant Program for fiscal 
year 2020, visit uscis.gov/
grants or email the USCIS 
Office of Citizenship at cit-
izenshipgrantprogram@us-
cis.dhs.gov.

Staff report 

The MBTA will host vir-
tual meetings on Sunday, 
August 12, and Monday, 
August 13, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
to present details on fall 
bus schedule details and 
changes. The virtual meet-
ing on August 12 will be 
in Spanish and the virtual 
meeting on August 13 will 
be in English. These virtu-
al meetings will be held on 
GoToWebinar, a video con-
ferencing platform.

MBTA Service Planning 
staff will outline temporary 
schedule changes that go 
into effect August 30, 2020. 
The temporary changes 
being made are in the best 
interest of riders in order to 
maximize both safety and 
service levels during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As part of the presenta-

tion the Service Planning 
team will cover the follow-
ing:

• Why route changes are 
necessary;

• The service planning 
process;

• Specifics of the ser-
vice changes and impacted 
routes; and

• Other key elements on 
MBTA’s response to the 
pandemic.

During the meetings, 
attendees will have the op-
portunity to ask questions 
and provide input on future 
service changes.

Virtual Meeting Infor-
mation:

The meetings will be 
held via GoToWebinar. The 
MBTA encourages the 
public to participate and 
provide their feedback. To 
register, visitmbta.com/ser-
vicechanges.

In Memoriam 
2008   Aug. 4th   2020 
12th Year Anniversary

William  
Leach F. Jr.

“Little Bill”

Today and 
Everyday

is a 
Perfect Day 
for Thinking 

Happy Thoughts 
of You

Love 
Mom, Dad 
+ Family

Carmen J. DePaulo of 
East Boston passed away 
peacefully at the Katzman 
House on August 3.

Carmen was a propri-
etor of DePaulo Insurance 
Agent and Accounting 
since 1972.

He was the beloved hus-
band of Laraine (Albano) 
DePaulo and the late Joan 
(Mercandante), devoted 
father of Stephen DePau-
lo and his wife, Maria of 
Texas, Thomas DePaulo 
and his wife, Sheila of East 
Boston, Claudia DePaulo 
of Texas and Gregory De-
Paulo and his wife, JoAnne 
of East Boston; cherished 
grandfather of Michael, 

Alivia, Giovanni, Ava, 
John, Ana Marie and Ryan. 

A memorial service will 
be planned at a later date, 
please check back on our 
website  www.ruggieromh.
com for more information.

Carmen DePaulo
Proprietor of DePaulo Insurance 

and Accounting
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LEGAL NOTICE

For Advertising 
Rates, Call 

617-884-2416

     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

JOHN J. 
RECCA 

PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Commercial/Residential

Fully Insured 
Quality Work

Reasonable Rates   
Free Estimates

reccapainting@hotmail.com

781-241-2454

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ASPHALT/PAVING

PAINTING

HOME 
REPAIR

1 col. x 
1 inch
$60.00

2 col. x 1 inch
$120.00 for 
3 Months 

($10.00 per week)

Call 781-485-0588 
to Advertise with us

ELECTRICIAN

Nick 
D’Agostino
Professional 

Painter
Cell: 

617-270-3178
Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Hanton Home 
Repairs
• Handyman
• Windows
• Painting
• Decks

781-307-0947

CLEANING SERVICES

CONTRACTING

Please Recycle This Paper 

978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

Licensed & Insured • FREE ESTIMATE

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction • Additions •Design 
Vinyl Siding • Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION

G Curb Cuts G Landscaping G Water Lines G Excavation
G Concrete Foundations G Retaining Walls G Stone Delivery

G Bobcat Service G Concrete G Seal CoatG Sewer Lines G Free Fill
BOB 781-284-6311

617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T
Family Operated

Since 1963

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION

R. SASSO & SONS

PLASTERING

LANDSCAPING

HANDYMAN

AUGUSTA 
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
• Blueboard • Plastering
Jim 617-567-5927

Free Estimates
978-777-6611

617-567-5927
978-777-6611

HANDYMAN
Painting | Landscaping

Yard Cleaning
Call 561-352-0749
Servicing Revere & Local 

Areas

Painting and Landcaping
Residential Painting • Cleaning 

& pruning plants

Call or text  617-767-5048
elvessantosta@hotmail.com

HOME
REPAIR?
Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,

Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean
& Repair
Gutters617-767-5048

www.beautifulhome-mass.com

elvessantista@hotmail.comElvis Da Silva
– FREE ESTIMATES –

Prestige 
Painting Inc.

Free Estimates! 
Fully Insured!

246 Webster St.
E. Boston, MA 02128

or reach us by email

GIVE US A CALL 617-970-6314

Luciano Viola
President

PRESTIGEPAINTING75@GMAIL.COM

Neighborhood Affordable 
General Contractors

857-258-5584
Home Improvements Consultants

Residential/ Commercial • Interior/
Exterior • New Construction Build and 
Design • Attics • Basements • Additions

Vinyl Siding •Roofing • Porches
Windows • Kitchen and bathrooms

Pre-approved Contractors for first time 
home buyers programs

VICTOR V. MA CSL#088821 
Quality Work @ Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates! 30 Years Experience!PLUMBING ROOFING & SIDING

Dj 
Mechanical
Quality & Affordable 
Service
D/B/A Dj Mechanical

Call Anthony
(617) 784-4521

“No Job Too Small”

Prompt Service is 
my Business

Dominic 
Petrosino
Electrician

617-569-6529Free Estimates  
Licensed & Insured E29162

FANTASTIC CLEANING SERVICE
Complete Housekeeping 

& Carpet Cleaning
Residential • Commercial

Free Estimates
Call Mary 

Office (617) 567-5317
Cell: (617) 719-9498

Eastie'Eastie's s Professional Service DirectoryProfessional Service Directory
TO ADVERTISE 

IN OUR SERVICE 
DIRECTORY CALL 
781-485-0588 

OR EMAIL 
KBRIGHT@REV-

EREJOURNAL.COM

Spring Clean Ups
CLOVERS 

LAWN CARE
• New Lawns Installed
•  Trees and Branches 
• Mulch & Hedges
• Mowing & Fertilizing
• Junk Removal

FREE ESTIMATES
Call Kevin

617-884-2143
cloverslawncare@gmail.com

BOOK 
NOW 
AND 
SAVE

WINTER
SPECIALS

Always the Best Value

Roofing & Siding
by V.S.R.

Our goal is to provide our customers with 
the highest quality material and 

professional installations in the business.”
–J.B.

“

Custom Porches & Decks  
Windows  Gutters  Commercial 
Flat & Rubber Roofs 

Free Estimates
781-520-1699 

Licensed & Insured General Contractor

L. P.
CONTRACTING

LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142

FREE ESTIMATES
… LICENSED …

INSURED

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen ✧ Bathroom
Additions ✧ Porches

Replacement windows
Garages ✧ Decks
Siding - All Types

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P0474EA
Estate of:
Diana Paz
Date of Death
12/24/2019
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Maria Rodrizuez 
of Deerfield  Beach, FL and 
Jamie R. Hincapie of East 
Boston, MA requesting that 
the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as request-
ed in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Maria Rodrizuez of Deerfield 
Beach, FL and Jamie R. Hin-
capie of East Boston,  MA be 
appointed as Personal Rep-
resentative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on 
the bond in an unsupervised 
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 

You have a right to object 
to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 09/08/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 28, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

8/05/20
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU20P1188EA
Estate of:
Santos Aparicio
Rivas
Date of Death
04/23/2020
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Vanessa Lizette Rivas 
of East Boston, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that: 
Vanessa Lizette Rivas of East 
Boston,  MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve With-
out Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 
a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object 

to this proceeding. To do so, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 08/27/2020.
This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit 
of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRA-
TION UNDER THE MASSACHU-
SETTS UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC 
in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to 
file an inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 
administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: July 23, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

8/05/20
EB

State allocates $50 million from the Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief (GEER) Fund

Staff Report

The Baker-Polito Ad-
ministration announced last 
week that it will allocate 
more than $50 million in 
federal CARES Act funds 
to benefit education in el-
ementary and secondary 
schools, as well as colleges 
and universities. 

The funding from the 
federal Governor’s Emer-
gency Education Relief 
(GEER) Fund will improve 
early literacy, expand re-
mote learning opportuni-
ties, and cover costs associ-
ated with reopening certain 
schools and colleges, as 
well as boost financial 
aid for college students in 
greater need of financial as-
sistance. 

As part of the federal 
CARES Act, governors in 
each state were granted a 
share of discretionary dol-
lars to ensure continuity of 
educational services during 
the COVID-19 crisis. The 
Baker-Polito Administra-
tion previously allocated 
nearly $1 billion in federal 

funds to help municipali-
ties, school districts, and 
colleges and universities in 
the Commonwealth address 
COVID-related expenses.

The funding announced 
will support the following 
initiatives:

•Up to $10 million for 
early literacy programs 
that provide extra help to 
students through Grade 3, 
aimed at remediating learn-
ing loss children may have 
experienced since schools 
closed in March, as well as 
accelerate reading skills of 
children in high-need com-
munities;

•Up to $7.5 million to 
expand access to online 
courses, including ad-
vanced placement, early 
college or dual enrollment 
courses;

•Up to $25 million to 
cover COVID-related ex-
penses associated with re-
opening colleges and uni-
versities, as well as certain 
non-public elementary and 
secondary schools. Funds 
will be allocated based on 
the number and percent-

age of low-income students 
these schools enroll;

•Up to $2.5 million in fi-
nancial aid for low-income 
college students attending 
public colleges to ensure 
they can cover emergency 
expenses to continue their 
education;

•And up to $5 million set 
aside in an emergency re-
serve fund.

“Our administration is 
committed to supporting 
every student in our schools 
as districts and universities 
prepare for the start of the 
school year,” said Gover-
nor Charlie Baker. “This 
$50 million investment 
represents flexible funding 
that can be used for a va-
riety of critical resources 
for schools and colleges as 
they begin to reopen and 
bring kids back into the 
classroom, especially in 
our most vulnerable com-
munities.” 

This funding builds on 
the nearly $1 billion previ-
ously allocated to schools, 
childcare programs, col-
leges, and universities.

News in Brief
JPNA MONTHLY 
MEETING AGENDA

The Jeffries Point 
Neighborhood Association 
will hold its monthly meet-
ing on Monday, August 10 
from  7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on 
ZOOM. For more informa-
tion visit : jeffriespoint.org.

In order to qualify to 
vote at a voting meeting 
each person must be regis-
tered and join the meeting 
as an individual. You will 
not be counted as an attend-
ee at a meeting should you 
participate in the Zoom call 
as a couple or family.

Below please find the 
agenda for the Jeffries Point 

Neighborhood Association 
scheduled monthly meeting 
for August,.  The meeting 
will be held via Zoom Vid-
eo Conference due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 Pan-
demic.

AGENDA (subject to 
change):

• Greetings & Announce-
ments

• Mayor Martin J. Walsh
• Boston Police Update
• BTD Representative – 

Tentative
• VOTE! - 324 Sumner 

St – Change of occupancy 
to a three unit residential 
dwelling and add vertical 
addition. Property Owner: 
Bobby Gerasimidis; Rep-

resented By: Richard C. 
Lynds

• VOTE! - 223 Everett 
St – Add new rear addition 
to existing three-family 
along with new rear deck. 
Property Owner/Develop-
er: Paul Hardiman

• VOTE! - 16/18 Cot-
tage St – Addition of a rear 
and fourth story addition & 
roof decks to both proper-
ties.  Owner/Developer: 
Norberto Perez; Represent-
ed By: Jeffrey Drago

Questions will be han-
dled via the Zoom chat fea-
ture. Looking forward to 
“seeing” you all there! 

2020 meeting dates are 
posted at jeffriespoint.org.
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an Company. “Without a 
Home Rule Petition, this 
project would not be possi-
ble. We’re grateful for their 
work in helping move this 
bill through the House and 
bring Chelsea residents the 
high-quality housing they 
deserve.” 

Thursday, July 30, from 
10 a.m.-noon Joseph J. 
Corcoran team will be host-
ing a Voter Registration 
Drive for residents at 61 
Watts St. Chelsea has been 
selected to envision a $135 
million redevelopment of 
the existing Innes Apart-
ments public housing com-
munity. The redevelopment 
of the Innes Apartments 
public housing community 
in Chelsea will offer new 
homes for all current res-
idents and create a fully 
accessible, mixed-income, 
mixed-use community. All 
96 existing public housing 
units will be replaced one-
for-one while adding 40 
new middle-income units 
and 194 market-rate units 
all inter-mingled through-
out the property.

When complete, the 
transformed Innes Apart-
ments will feature a range 
of affordable housing 
solutions for both current 
residents and new-comers 
to Chelsea, including mar-
ket-rate transit-oriented 
housing, small business re-
tail, increased public green 
space, a modernized play-
ground, and a robust res-
ident programming com-
ponent that includes job 
training, educational ser-
vices, and youth activities.

A MIX OF 
LEARNING IN 
EVERETT SCHOOLS

EVERETT - The Everett 
Public Schools said if all re-
mains the same with guid-
ance from the state and the 
data on COVID-19, they 
would probably open up 
school with a completely 
virtual teaching model – al-
beit much different in look 
and content from what was 
rolled out on an emergency 
basis last spring.

Supt. Priya Tahiliani said 
they have learned that many 
parents won’t be comfort-
able sending their children 
back to school in Septem-
ber – but may grow more 
comfortable with the idea 
as time goes on if the virus 
continues to be controlled. 
While changes can happen 
at any time to set the pro-
cess back, she said they 
are meeting parents in that 
place of uncertainty and 
taking a phased approach – 
even as other districts wade 
into the waters of hybrid 
in-person plans starting in 
September.

“At this point, our cur-
rent plan…we’re talking 
about is our instruction 
would be completely virtu-
al,” she said. “What I mean 
by that is we know we have 
many families not comfort-
able sending students back 

in the fall. This would mean 
all students are doing the 
same thing whether they 
are in the building or not.”

At the same time, teach-
ers aren’t necessarily com-
fortable returning in the fall 
as well.

“What I hear from teach-
ers is they would prefer 
coming back virtual too,” 
she said. “It’s not going to 
be the emergency instruc-
tion we had, but rigorous 
and high-quality instruction 
being created by teachers 
and we have expectations 
on grading and bell-to-bell 
school days and schedules.”

This first Quarter situ-
ation would work with a 
combination of students 
that are working from home 
and of students that are set 
up in school buildings at 
Virtual Learning Centers 
(VLCs).

Teachers would not be 
in front of a classroom, 
and the VLCs would like-
ly be a cohort of students 
that would be prioritized 
by need and preference. 
Teachers would prepare 
and present lessons online 
to students at home and at 
the VLCs using computers 
and tablets. Students would 
have a set schedule for their 
classes just as if they were 
in a traditional school day. 
The one difference is the 
VLCs would have a mon-
itor for every cohort that 
would not be a teacher, but 
would be someone quali-
fied to answer questions or 
help with technology.

Students would also 
report to the schools on 
certain days for clubs, or 
sports or other school ac-
tivities – whether at-home 
learners or in the VLCs. All 
of it would be clearly laid 
out and there would be no 
“figuring it out,” she said.

The schools came to 
this plan because, so far, 
the parent surveys sent out 
last week were overwhelm-
ingly uncertain. Some 45 
percent of the parents sur-
veyed – and there were a lot 
of surveys returned – said 
they were unsure right now 
about how school should 
resume. Then there was an 
even split as to how many 
were comfortable with 
sending kids back, and how 
many were not comfortable 
sending them back.

At best, it was inconclu-
sive right now, and a main 
reason for the phased ap-
proach.

“It might change with 
time,” she said. “We like 
to think it will be black and 
white, but I think it will be 
across the spectrum of how 
families navigate this. I 
actually think there are all 
shades of grey we will be 
working with.”

The plan, though, is 
not to stay virtual for very 
long. If things continue to 
improve, the plan would 
be to transition in the sec-
ond Quarter and then in the 
third Quarter.

“Many districts are doing 

a week in and a week off in 
the fall,” she said. “We do 
plan to do that in Quarter 2, 
but we are taking a phased 
approach. Quarter 1 is the 
VLCs and Quarter 2 is a 
hybrid balance and Quarter 
3 is when hopefully we can 
pretty much have everyone 
back in school. With smart 
spacing, we should be able 
to fit all students in for five 
days of instruction.”

One of the key drivers in 
not starting with a hybrid 
model of schooling came 
down to adult work sched-
ules, said Tahiliani. She 
said many parents weren’t 
sure how they would be 
able to go to work, and also 
have kids at home trying to 
learn online without super-
vision.

“This plan also gives us 
the ability to learn from…
other districts,” she said. 
“There are so many differ-
ent ways school is being 
done and it will be import-
ant in that first Quarter to 
look at them and build off 
that.”

The VLCs for the fall 
are just now being sorted 
out, and the logistics are 
still being worked out right 
now with teachers, parents, 
students and staff. Tahiliani 
said they would probably 
choose those for in-school 
VLCs through a lens of eq-
uity – meaning those that 
do not have internet or do 
not have reliable technol-
ogy would be first in line. 
Others who prefer to be 
in person would then be 
allowed. She said she be-
lieves it will probably sort 
itself out without have to 
make difficult selections of 
who come into the building 
and who stays at home.

Fall sports, clubs and 
band will be on despite vir-
tual classrooms

Supt. Priya Tahiliani said 
this week that, while they 
are waiting for more specif-
ic guidelines from the state, 
they do expect sports and 
extra-curricular activities to 
take place this fall.

That coming despite a 
modified virtual classroom 
for Everett right now in the 
first Quarter of the school 
year.

“We want to do sports 
and we want to bring clubs 
together,” she said. “Band 
practice has already start-
ed. The traditional hybrid 
won’t preclude us from do-
ing anything else.”

She said right now the 
district is moving forward 
with the idea that sports 
will be allowed, but they 
are waiting for specific 
plans from the state.

“Whatever the state al-
lows us, we’ll do,” she said. 
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PLANNING FOR 
THE SCHOOL YEAR

CHELSEA - The Chel-
sea Public Schools are 
beginning a whirlwind 
of planning and meetings 
starting tonight when the 
administration unveils its 
re-opening plans to the 
School Committee – plans 
that have three alternatives 
and a lot of grey areas in 
between.

Supt. Almi Abeyta said 
they went over the plans 
at the School Committee 
meeting on Thursday, July 
30, and then begin a full 
week of virtual meetings 
and one in-person meeting 
as well to hear what parents 
think.

“We will presented to 
the School Committee 
the three plans and show 
what we’ve worked on,” 
she said. “Then we’ll have 
some community conversa-
tions and hear what parents 
think. We’re going to be 
busy.”

The input sessions start-
ed on July 31 and went 
through the first week in 
August as well, with an ex-
pected School Committee 
vote on the final plan by 
Aug. 11.

The three plans are based 
upon a very strong parent 
survey that went out two 
weeks ago and had 1,900 
responses. The results of 
that showed that about 66 
percent of families would 
be willing to send their chil-
dren in-person to school all 
the time or part of the time. 
However, a large number – 
33 percent – said they only 
wanted online learning.

“We had a strong re-
sponse to the survey and of 
the 1,900 that responded, 79 
percent were in Spanish,” 
she said. “We know that 
two-thirds of our families 
would be willing to come 
back with in-person and re-
mote learning and with all 
in-person learning. So we 
know a good two-thirds of 
parents are willing – may-
be not every day – to come 
back. We also know that 
one-third are not willing to 
come back and we have to 
meet those needs too.”

Abeyta said no matter 
what they decide about 
in-person, they have real-

ized from the survey they 
need a robust remote plan 
in place by the start of 
school – which will come 
10 days later than normal 
by state decree earlier this 
week. 

“We can’t have 33 per-
cent of our students not 
learning,” she said.

One key in Chelsea is 
that it was such a hot spot 
for the virus and so many 
student families were im-
pacted directly. Abeyta 
said one member of the 
Re-Opening Task Force 
had been inflicted with 
COVID-19, and was in no 
way interested in having 
students back in school. 
This is an experience that 
must be anticipated in 
Chelsea, Abeyta said, as 
so many were traumatized 
here by sickness or death.

“That person’s reaction 
to us bringing students back 
to school was that we had 
no business being in school 
buildings until there was a 
vaccine,” she said. “On the 
other hand, I also had a par-
ent who is part of the spe-
cial education program and 
they said their child isn’t 
receiving services and they 
want them back in school to 
get services.”

That will mean that re-
mote learning will need to 
be much improved over last 
Spring’s emergency on-
line learning plans – which 
were good for some, and 
not for others.

“Families are saying they 
need more rigor and more 
structure with the remote 
learning,” she said. “The 
work we’ve done this sum-
mer is how do we strength-
en that and how do we im-
prove it. It will be improved 
and it will be guided and it 
will be more organized.”

Abeyta also said they 
have to be ready for the 
virus to return if they go in 
person, but it will be a mat-
ter of controlling it as the 
community is doing now 
with masks and precau-
tions.

If students are in person, 
they will be in groups of 15 
and spaced out according-
ly in the classrooms with 
teachers. They will be kept 
in a cohort so that if some-
one in the cohort tests pos-

itive, it will be much easier 
to quarantine the group.

“If someone is positive, 
we’ll know they have been 
in certain areas,” she said. 
“We know the virus is go-
ing to happen. We know 
it’s still out there. We just 
want to maintain control. In 
a way, school will be safer 
than a grocery store. We’ll 
monitor things completely 
and there will be PPE and 
hand-washing all the time.”

One part of the plan that 
is universal for Chelsea is 
that students will be spaced 
out six feet apart. State reg-
ulations allow for as low as 
three feet between students 
to increase numbers, but 
Abeyta said six feet is right 
for Chelsea.

“In Chelsea, we’re look-
ing at six feet and not three 
feet,” she said. “We’re go-
ing by the data from the 
Harvard Department of 
Public Health. We feel six 
feet is right. We’re going 
to hold to the highest stan-
dard.”

BILL PASSES FOR 
AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING IN 
CHELSEA

CHELSEA - Last week, 
Bill H.4368 Home Rule 
Petition, an Act relative to 
certain affordable hous-
ing in the city of Chel-
sea, passed in the Senate. 
Sponsored by Reps. Dan 
Ryan and RoseLee Vincent, 
H.4368 would exempt the 
redevelopment project of 
Chelsea’s Innes Apartments 
from general law related to 
the procurement and award 
of contracts - providing 
greater predictability of 
cost, a more streamlined 
construction schedule and 
union contractors with past 
experience with the con-
struction team. It will also 
allow a greater ability to 
meet diversity goals for the 
project.

“We applaud Represen-
tatives Ryan and Vincent 
and Senator DiDomenico 
for their work in continuing 
to advance the much-need-
ed redevelopment of af-
fordable housing for Chel-
sea residents,” said Jennifer 
Corcoran, Project Direc-
tor of Joseph J. Corcor-

Tie it Up
Mooring study shows Everett is ripe to become boating community

A recent boat mooring study concluded that about 40 to 50 moorings could be placed suc-
cessfully in a field off of the Gateway Mall in the Malden River. Fire Chief Tony Carli – also 
the City Harbormaster – said it is an exciting possibility and a rare opportunity.
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LOCAL STUDENTS 
EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

LOCAL STUDENTS 
RECEIVE 
BACHELOR’S 
DEGREES FROM 
UMASS AMHERST

Approximately 6,600 
students received bache-
lor’s degrees in over 100 
majors at the University of 
Massachusetts Amherst as 
the university held a virtual 
commencement celebration 
for the Class of 2020 on 
May 8.

Below is a list of students 
from your area who earned 
a degree.

Brandon Francis Dsouza
Melissa Ruiz Mejia

SORTO COMPLETES 
FIRST YEAR 
AT LASELL 
UNIVERSITY

Brandon Sorto of East 
Boston completed their first 
year at Lasell University in 
Newton, Massachusetts.

Sorto joined the Lasell 
community for the 2019-
2020 academic year. The 
University looks forward to 
their continued success!

For more information 
contact: Samantha Mocle, 
assistant director of com-
munications at smocle@
lasell.edu or at 617-243-
2386.

ROGER WILLIAMS 
UNIVERSITY 
ANNOUNCES 
SPRING DEAN’S LIST

Select students have been 
named to the Spring 2020 

Dean’s List at Roger Wil-
liams University in Bristol, 
R.I. Full-time students who 
complete 12 or more cred-
its per semester and earn 
a GPA of 3.4 or higher are 
placed on the Dean’s List 
that semester.

Rachel Gover of East 
Boston

About RWU: With 
campuses on the coast of 
Bristol and in the heart 
of Providence, R.I., Rog-
er Williams University is 
a forward-thinking pri-
vate university committed 
to strengthening society 
through engaged teaching 
and learning. At RWU, 
small classes, direct access 
to faculty and guaranteed 
opportunity for real-world 
projects ensure that its 
nearly 4,000 undergradu-
ates - along with hundreds 
of law students, graduate 
students and adult learners - 
graduate with the ability to 
think critically along with 
the practical skills that to-
day’s employers demand. 
Roger Williams is leading 
the way in American higher 
education, confronting the 
most pressing issues facing 
students and families - in-
creasing costs, rising debt 
and job readiness.

EMERSON COLLEGE 
ANNOUNCES 
GRADUATES

On Sunday, May 10, Em-
erson College awarded 959 
undergraduate degrees for 
the Class of 2020. The Col-
lege is committed to hold-
ing a graduation ceremony 
for the Class of 2020 in per-

son when it is safe to do so, 
at a to be determined date.

The College launched an 
Emerson 2020 Celebration 
website to honor graduates’ 
achievements with more 
than 800 submissions from 
students, families, alumni, 
faculty, and staff, which 
includes photos, videos, au-
dio submissions, and text. 
The website strives to re-
flect the many facets of the 
Class of 2020 and the wider 
Emerson community - its 
creativity, daring, thought-
fulness, irreverence, and 
humor.

Video submissions in-
clude well wishes from 
well-known alumni and 
celebrities in the entertain-
ment industry, including 
actors Jennifer Coolidge, 
Henry Winkler, comedi-
ans Jay Leno, Bill Burr, 
and Steven Wright, screen-
writer Adele Lim, actress 
Chrystee Pharris, and pro-
ducer Kevin Bright, among 
others.

Gianna Gironda of Bos-
ton received a BA degree 
in Writing, Lit & Pub: Pub-
lishing.

Patrick Kearns of Bos-
ton received a BA degree in 
Media Arts Production.

Alana Scartozzi of Bos-
ton received a BA degree in 
Writing, Lit and Publishing.

Andrew Stanton of Bos-
tonreceived a BS degree in 
Journalism.

Simon Gusev of East 
Boston received a BS de-
gree in Journalism.

Jake McManus of Bos-
ton received a BFA degree 
in Creative Writing BFA.

Jane Cardona of East 

Boston recieved a BS de-
gree in Communication 
Studies.

Daniele Sestito of East 
Boston graduated in De-
cember 2019 and received 
a BFA degree in Media Arts 
Production.

About Emerson College
Based in Boston, Mas-

sachusetts, opposite the 
historic Boston Common 
and in the heart of the city’s 
Theatre District, Emerson 
College educates individ-
uals who will solve prob-
lems and change the world 
through engaged leadership 
in communication and the 
arts, a mission informed 
by liberal learning. The 
College has approximately 
3,780 undergraduates and 
670 graduate students from 
across the United States 
and 50 countries. Support-
ed by state-of-the-art facil-
ities and a renowned fac-
ulty, students participate in 
more than 90 student orga-
nizations and performance 
groups. Emerson is known 
for its experiential learning 
programs at Emerson Los 
Angeles, located in Holly-
wood, and at its 14th-cen-
tury castle, in the Nether-
lands. Additionally, there 
are opportunities to study 
in Washington, DC, Lon-
don, China, and the Czech 
Republic, Spain, Austria, 
Greece, France, Ireland, 
Mexico, Cuba, England, 
and South Africa. The Col-
lege has an active network 
of 39,000 alumni who 
hold leadership positions 
in communication and the 
arts. For more information, 
visit emerson.edu.

Public Comments: 
Public comments may be submitted, including in Spanish and Arabic, via 
the BPDA’s project website located here: http://www.bostonplans.org/
projects/development-projects/suffolk-downs  via email to Raul.Duverge@
Boston.gov, or through the mail to Raul Duverge, Senior Project Manager, 
BPDA, One City Hall Square, Boston, MA 02201 

Virtual Public Meetings

@BostonPlansBostonPlans.org

Suffolk Downs

Project Description:
The BPDA will hold three (3) additional virtual meetings on Saturday, August 15, 2020, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, Thursday, August 20, 
2020, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm, and Tuesday, August 25, 2020, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm on the Suffolk Downs development project 
consisting of the Boston portion of the planned redevelopment of the Suffolk Downs horse racing facility located at 525 
McClellan Highway in East Boston. Project proponent The McClellan Highway Development Company, LLC, an affiliate of The 
HYM Investment Group, proposes approximately 10.5 million square feet of development on the approximately 109 acres of the 
Suffolk Downs site in the City of Boston. The multi-phased proposal for the Boston portion of the site will include the 
development of a new mixed-use neighborhood, an approximately 27-acre publicly accessible open space system in Boston 
(with approximately 13 additional acres planned for the Revere portion of the site), and a new retail square at the Suffolk Downs 
MBTA station (an additional retail square is planned in Revere, at the Beachmont station).  

The virtual meetings are being held to facilitate additional outreach to Spanish- and Arabic- speaking residents, as part of the 
BPDA’s review of the project. At each meeting, there will be a presentation by the proponent that will provide an overview of the 
project, anticipated impacts, and proposed mitigation. Following the presentation, members of the public will be given an 
opportunity to ask questions and provide comments and feedback. Simultaneous translation services will be provided through 
the Zoom platform. Suffolk Downs project documents have been translated into Spanish and Arabic, and these are available to 
the public on the BPDA’s and project proponent’s websites. The BPDA’s project-specific website is at http://www.bostonplans.
org/projects/development-projects/suffolk-downs 

Printed information about the Suffolk Downs project is available by mail upon request. 

mail to: Raul Duverge 
 Boston Planning & Development Agency
 One City Hall Square, 9th Floor
 Boston, MA 02201
phone: 617.918.4492
email: raul.duverge@boston.gov

Saturday, August 15 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
https://bit.ly/2BAlZud

Call-in Options: 
US: +1 669-254-5252 or +1 646-828-
7666 or 833-568-8864 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 161 467 0532

Thursday, August 20
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm 
https://bit.ly/2WXzD1R 

Call-in Options: 
US: +1 669-254-5252 or +1 646-828-
7666 or 833-568-8864 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 161 409 0862 

Tuesday, August 25
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
https://bit.ly/3eYCBtm 

Call-in Options: 
US: +1 669 254 5252 or +1 646 828 7666 
or 833 568 8864 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 160 286 0002

How to Participate 
Each meeting will be hosted online, using Zoom. You must register for each meeting through the links provided below, then you 
will receive a confirmation email with instructions for joining the meeting. You will also receive an email before the meeting 
regarding technical assistance. The meeting will open about 20 minutes before the start time for each meeting for you to join 
and troubleshoot any technical issues, including respecting simultaneous translation services. If you're calling in by phone, you'll 
need to download the Zoom application to see the presentation and access language interpretation. 

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary

is boating – and Everett has 
the potential to squeeze in 
about 50 moorings on the 
Malden River and bring 
new boating to the commu-
nity to the community for 
the first time in generations.

The City commissioned 
a study on waterfront access 
and a potential mooring 
field from GEI Consultants 
this year, and the study just 
came in at the end of June – 
with good results.

The study concluded – 
among many other things 
– that the City could get at 
least 40 moorings onto the 
Malden River off of Gate-
way Park for boats up to 
25 feet long. Such a plan 
would bring boating access 
to Everett, and also bring in 
a source of revenue through 
mooring fees and excise 
taxes that would go direct-
ly back into improving and 
maintaining the waterfront.

Moorings are small ball-
like equipment that are an-
chored to the river floor and 
hold a boat in place during 
boating season. They are 
removed in the winter. The 
moorings allow boat ac-
cess via a shuttle service 
or using a dinghy boat and 
a dock. Such facilities are 
extremely popular in Bos-
ton Harbor, and it’s very 
rare that new facilities with 
close access open up to the 
public.

The study predicted the 
City could begin turning 
a profit on the bargain in 
about three to five years.

“Based on the assump-
tions noted…in this report, 
potentially 40 moorings for 
25-foot-long vessels are 
feasible,” read the report. 
“This location and layout 
provide easy access to the 
locks, while maintaining 
the existing

channel along the west-
ern side of the river. The 
moorings are laid out such 
they wouldn’t impede on 
the channel and maintain-
ing sufficient space be-
tween them to accommo-
date the variations in the 
swing radius and water lev-
el changes.”

Fire Chief Tony Carli – 
by charter – is the harbor-
master for Everett. It’s not 
just a title though. Chief 
Carli was a member of the 
Coast Guard, is an avid 
boater and has his Cap-
tain’s License for up to 100 
ton vessels. He said he was 
extremely excited to see 
the results of the mooring 
study.

He said there are marinas 
and yacht clubs further up 
the Mystic River in Somer-
ville and Medford that are 
exclusive and popular and 
not in nearly as good a posi-
tion as the Everett location. 
He expects any offering to 
be gobbled up very quickly.

“It’s an excellent location 
because you get through the 
locks and you’re in Boston 
Harbor and the Little Mys-
tic,” he said. “I think we 
open up a lottery for the 
first 30 to 35 moorings. 
When that lottery opens up, 
we have all 35 taken and an 
endless waiting list. There 
are some cities and towns 
that have waiting lists 20 
years long. I think the po-
tential is incredible. We will 
never lack customers. We 
want to make sure it’s fair.”

Carli said he believes 
they can get 50 moorings 
in the field, and if they 
limit the size to smaller 
boats, probably even more. 
If things go successfully, 
there is also a way to dou-
ble-up on the moorings.

One key is that with the 
size of the boats, there is 
no threat to having to lift 
the Alford Street Bridge to 
get these boats under the 
Bridge. He said at the size 
of 25 feet or below, most 
every boat would fit under 
the bridge without it having 
to be raised.

“The height of the Al-
ford Street Bridge is always 
going to be a concern,” he 
said. “However, the size 
of these boats we’re look-
ing at, we should be able 

to clear under the bridge at 
any height…We don’t want 
to come in and have the Al-
ford Street Bridge opening 
up 50 or more times.”

Right now, it’s too late 
to get anything started for 
this boating season, but 
Carli said this allows them 
time to carefully plan for 
next year. They will need 
to decide on a fee, and Carli 
thinks they can increase the 
report’s suggested fee by 
about $5 to $10 per foot. 
They would also have to 
figure out how to manage 
it, and that would likely 
be farmed out to a profes-
sional service to administer 
for the City – paid for with 
the new mooring fees. The 
off-season would also pro-
vide ample time to start the 
permitting process and the 
waterways discussions. The 
mooring equipment would 
be paid for and provided by 
the boat owners.

The study indicated start-
up costs of about $45,000 
and annual revenues of up 
to $11,000. That would 
mean in year four or so, the 
City would be able to begin 
using the fees to pay for 
improvements to the water-
front. 

“The overall revenue 
may not outweigh the costs 
of design, permitting

and management of the 
moorings themselves,” read 
the report. “Applications 
for permits, design and 
overall management may 
not enable the City to break 
even or make revenue for 
approximately 5 years, 
however, after that the 
City could net money and 
use the revenue to perform 
maintenance to the oth-
er potential access points 
along the river.”

Carli said they would 
be setting aside some of 
the moorings for public 
use, with an eye on people 
coming from out of the area 
by boat with Everett as the 
destination – a totally new 
concept.

“They could tie up here, 
take a dinghy to the dock 
and then they’re at the bike 
path and that’s a short walk 
to the casino, the Gateway 
Mall and beyond,” he said.

Overall, Carli said it is a 
very rare opportunity and a 
new access point for Ever-
ett residents and the Boston 
Harbor boating community. 
He said it was the vision 
of Mayor Carlo DeMaria 
almost 12 years ago when 
the mayor was first elected. 
Carli said he remembers 
being called in with the late 
Chief Butler to talk about 
boat access and moorings 
off the Gateway Mall. Carli 
said he was skeptical, but it 
was a dream of the mayor’s 
and they considered it.

Now, so many years lat-
er, it’s an exciting and real 
possibility.

“This is something the 
mayor has talked about 
for a long time and I was 
skeptical, but it is exciting 
to begin to think about it in 
real terms,” he said. “It’s 
not too often in Boston or 
Massachusetts that they 
start to create new areas 
of access. It’s kind of like 
what it’s been for 100 years 
and that’s it. This could be 
really exciting for the City.”

FRELICK RETURNS 
TO ACTION

LYNN - Sal’s back.
And that’s very good 

news for the North Shore 
Navigators as they begin 
their playoff drive in the 
Futures Collegiate Baseball 
League.

Sal Frelick, the Naviga-
tors’ superb leadoff batter 
from Lexington, returned 
to the lineup Tuesday and 
scored the only run in the 
team’s 1-0 victory over the 
Westfield Starfires at Fraser 
Field.

Frelick, who plays for 
Boston College and is a 
potential first round pick in 
next year’s Major League 
Baseball Draft, had been 
sidelined after sustaining 

a hamstring injury in a 
July 12 game. The Nav-
igators (9-10) struggled 
during Frelick’s absence 
and slipped out of a playoff 
spot.

But with Frelick back at 
full speed, the Navigators 
won a hard-fought, well-
pitched game versus the 
playoff-contending Star-
fires.

It didn’t take long for 
Frelick to announce his 
presence. The 5-foot-9, 
175 pound left-handed 
batter led off the bottom 
of the first with a single to 
right field. He advanced to 
second on Ben Malgeri’s 
basehit. Frelick stole third 
and scored on Cam Climo’s 

sacrifice fly to center.
The Navs’ Cam Climo 

pitched six scoreless in-
nings, allowing two hits 
while striking out seven 
batters. Peter Saskellaris 
(Virginia Tech), Jack Wal-
lace (Franklin Pierce), and 
Max Meier (Stanford) each 
pitched one inning in relief, 
with Meier earning the save 
for a perfect ninth inning.

Frelick talked about his 
return to the Navigators, 
who are within two games 
of the second and final 
playoff spot in the FCBL 
standings.

“I am obviously super 
excited to be back after 
missing a couple of games,” 
said Frelick. “It felt great 

getting back in the lineup 
and I was happy we could 
get the win. Hopefully we 
can keep this momentum 
going into the next couple 
of weeks down the final 
stretch.”

Scouts from Major 
League Baseball teams 
have been attending Navs’ 
games and evaluating the 
skills of Frelick and many 
of his teammates as they re-
late to the 2021 MLB Draft.

“Seeing all the scouts 
at the games is definitely 
exciting, but my main fo-
cus this summer is to have 
fun and develop as a base-
ball player,” said Frelick. 
“Whether we are playing 
in an empty stadium or in 

front of fans and scouts, 
I’m just grateful for the op-
portunity to play baseball 
this summer.”

Navigators fans, who are 
not allowed to attend home 
games due to state regula-
tions for the coronavirus 
pandemic, will have an op-
portunity to see Manager 
Bob Macaluso’s exciting 
team on live television in 
August. Joshua Kummins, 
director of media relations 
for the Navigators, said 
the North Shore Naviga-
tors-Nashua Silver Knights 
game in Nashua on Satur-
day, Aug. 15 at 1 p.m., will 
be televised line on NESN.
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 The Massachusetts State 
Senate unanimously passed 
legislation to criminalize 
the practice of female gen-
ital mutilation and cutting, 
also known as FGM/C. 

An Act relative to the 
penalties for the crime of 
female genital mutilation 
includes creating education 
and prevention programs 
for communities with fe-
males who are at a high 
risk of undergoing genital 
mutilation, and creating in-
teragency partnerships di-
rected towards prevention. 
The bill also sets fines and 
sentences for those who 
practice female genital mu-
tilation or remove a child 
from the Commonwealth 
for the purpose of carrying 
out this practice.

“One of the most pow-
erful things we can do to 
create a better Common-
wealth and a better world is 

protect the health and safe-
ty of, and empower, wom-
en and girls,” stated Senate 
President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland), “I am proud 
of the Senate for voting to 
take steps to end this prac-
tice, which does nothing but 
cause suffering on so many 
levels. Thank you Senator 
Boncore for championing 
this issue and seeing this 
bill through.”

“Today, the Senate has 
stood up to clearly denounce 
gender-based violence and 
affirm our commitment 
to the health and safety of 
women and girls across the 
Commonwealth,” said Sen-
ator Joe Boncore (D-Win-
throp). “The advocacy and 
testimonies of survivors, in-
cluding Mariya Taher, was 
critical in moving this bill 
forward. Their resilience 
and commitment to ensur-
ing that not one more girl 
suffers is admirable and ap-
preciated. Medical experts 
have agreed that female 

genital mutilation has no 
basis in medical purposes 
or benefits: it is a method 
used to control women’s 
anatomy. By criminalizing 
female genital mutilation, 
we tell survivors that they 
are heard, and we tell girls 
and women that they are 
protected from this abuse.”

“Over two years ago, I 
started a petition with two 
other Massachusetts-based 
residents to call attention 
to the fact that our state 
did not have a law protect-
ing girls from FGM/C. To 
date, over 400,000 people 
have signed it,” said Mari-
ya Taher of Sahiyo. “Today, 
I am beyond ecstatic to let 
those petition supporters 
and let every girl in the 
Commonwealth know that 
the Massachusetts Senate 
passed this bill in a 39-0 
vote, to protect girls in our 
state from undergoing this 
form of gender-based vi-
olence. It has taken many 
years, many individuals, 

and many attempts to have 
a bill passed, and finally, 
Massachusetts made the 
right choice. Thank you to 
Senator Boncore for listen-
ing to survivors and letting 
community members tell 
their stories of the negative 
impacts FGM/C has had on 
their lives, and for leading 
the charge in the Senate to 
support them and protect 
future generations from 
this form of gender-based 
violence. Also, my deepest 
appreciation to Rep. Natalie 
Higgins and Rep. Jay Liv-
ingstone for being the bill 
sponsors in the House.” 

As of 2020, some 38 
states have enacted state-
wide laws to criminalize 
and prohibit female genital 
mutilation. For 20 years, fe-
male genital mutilation was 
illegal in the United States, 
when a federal law was 
passed in 1996 banning the 
practice.

In 2018, a United States 
District Court overturned 

the 1996 federal law on 
technical grounds, citing 
that Congress had over-
stepped its authority in 
interceding in local crimi-
nal activity by passing the 
nationwide ban. In their 
decision, the court agreed 
that the practice of female 
genital mutilation is “de-
spicable” and  “essentially 
criminal assault.” Since this 
decision, many state legis-
latures swiftly passed laws 

banning female genital mu-
tilation.

Massachusetts would 
become the 39th state in 
the country to pass a law 
criminalizing female gen-
ital mutilation should this 
legislation become law. 

The bill has already 
passed the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives, 
and now moves to the Gov-
ernor for his consideration.

Why have some communities not 
been a part of medical research?
You can help researchers develop new and better 
treatments that benefit all of us.

Many groups of people have been left out of 
research in the past. That means we know less about 
their health. When you join the All of Us Research 
Program, you'll help researchers learn more about 
what makes people sick or keeps them healthy.

*All participants will receive $25 after 
completion of their visit. To complete the 
visit, participants must create an account, 
give consent, agree to share their electronic 
health records, answer health surveys, and 
have their measurements taken (height, 
weight, blood pressure, etc.), and give 
blood and urine samples, if asked.

All of Us and the All of Us logo are service marks of 
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

JoinAllofUs.org/NewEngland  
(617) 768-8300 
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On Friday, the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers 
(ATF) Massachusetts Ex-
ecutive Board, made up of 
elected representatives of 
the 23,000 AFT members 
statewide, voted to call for 
a remote start to school this 
fall, citing the rising levels 
of COVID-19 transmission 
in Massachusetts, lengthy 
delays in obtaining test re-
sults, and the lack of hot 
water, adequate ventilation, 
and space for social dis-
tancing in school buildings.

“We miss our students 
terribly, and we all wish we 
could be back in the class-
room with them. But it’s 
become clear in the last few 
weeks that an in-person re-

turn to schools would unac-
ceptably put the health and 
safety of our students, their 
families, and educators at 
risk. Parents, grandparents, 
and educators – maybe 
even students – would die,” 
said AFT Massachusetts 
President Beth Kontos. 
“Community transmission 
of COVID-19 is on the 
rise again in Massachu-
setts, and lengthy delays 
in testing mean we won’t 
know whether a sick stu-
dent has the common cold 
or the deadly virus. In the 
schools AFT Massachu-
setts represents, especially 
in Boston and our Gateway 
Cities, years of chronic 
underfunding have left us 
with unsafe school facil-
ities: windows that don’t 
open, bathrooms that lack 

hot water and soap, ven-
tilation systems that need 
upgrading, and nurses that 
treat sick students in con-
verted closets with no room 
for social distancing. We’ve 
outlined a series of criteria 
that districts and the state 
must meet before it is safe 
for students and educators 
to return to the classroom, 
and it’s clear that a period 
of remote learning will be 
necessary before those cri-
teria are met. Now, we must 
focus on working with our 
local school teams to rede-
sign remote learning so that 
it works for all students.”

AFT Massachusetts is 
the statewide affiliate of 
the American Federation 
of Teachers, and represents 
educators in many of the 
state’s major cities, in-

cluding Boston, Lawrence, 
Lowell, Everett and Lynn. 
In its statement, the union 
cited the effective repro-
duction rate of COVID-19 
in Massachusetts, which 
is currently above 1.0, 
meaning that the virus 
is spreading, not being 
contained. According to 
the COVID Act Now mod-
el developed by experts 
from Georgetown Universi-
ty and Stanford University, 
‘the total number of active 
cases in Massachusetts is 
growing at an unsustainable 
rate.’ On Sunday, the state’s 
positive test rate jumped to 
2.65 percent, its highest 
level since mid-June.

AFT Massachusetts out-
lined several public health 
and safety criteria that the 
union believes are neces-

sary in order for in-person 
learning to resume:

• Community transmis-
sion of COVID-19 is under 
control in the region.

• There is a public health 
infrastructure to support ef-
fective disease testing, sur-
veillance, tracing and isola-
tion in schools.

• All staff who are at high 
risk have access to remote 
work assignments.

• The district and school 
have funded safeguards and 
implemented protocols, in-
cluding the below essential 
components:

*6-foot physical distanc-
ing

*Face coverings provid-
ed by schools to all students 
and staff, from Kindergar-
ten up

*Adequate personal pro-

tective equipment provided 
to staff

*Access to hand-wash-
ing facilities with consis-
tent 100oF degree water 
and soap

*Resources and staffing 
to clean and sanitize facil-
ities

*Necessary updates to 
ventilation and building 
systems to ensure safe lev-
els of air flow

*Adequate space for 
nurses to isolate potentially 
infected students

*Paid sick time to ensure 
that no educator or staff 
member brings COVID-19 
into school

• AFT members and lead-
ers, families and commu-
nity partners are included 
in the reopening planning 
process.

AFT Massachusetts calls for remote start to school this fall
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 For the week ending 
July 25, Massachusetts 
had 19,179 individuals file 
an initial claim for regular 
Unemployment Insurance 
(UI), an increase of 1,025 
over the previous week. 

Increases were wide-
spread throughout all sec-
tors. From March 15 to 
July 25, a total of 1,144,983 
workers have filed an initial 
claim for regular UI.  For 
the sixth week in a row, 
continued UI claims at 
502,471 were down 8,235 
or 1.61 percent over the 
previous week. 

The Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance 
(PUA) initial claims filed 
for the week ending July 

25, at 14,850, were 2,448 
more than the previous 
week. Since April 20, some 
691,298 claimants have 
filed an initial claim for the 
PUA.    

The Pandemic Emergen-
cy Unemployment Com-
pensation (PEUC), which 
provided up to 13 weeks of 
extended benefits, was im-
plemented on May 21.  For 

the week July 18 to July 25, 
some 4,155 PEUC initial 
claims were filed, 612 low-
er than the previous week, 
bringing the total of PEUC 
filings to 79,278 since im-
plementation.

Since March, the cus-
tomer service staff at 
the Department of Un-
employment Assistance 
(DUA) has grown from 

Unemployment claims increase for the week ending July 25
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around 50 employees to 
over 2000. The remote cus-
tomer service operation is 
now making over 35,000 
individual contacts per day 
and DUA continues to host 
unemployment town halls 
– which have been held in 
English, Spanish, and Por-
tuguese - and have been at-
tended by around 400,000 
constituents.

Senate passes bill to criminalize female genital mutilation


