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NOW IS A GOOD TIME TO LIST YOUR HOME/CONDO 
OR MULTI-FAMILY FOR SALE WITH US

SANDRA CASTILLO
617-780-6988

CALL/TEXT OR EMAIL US TO START THE PROCESS!

JEFF BOWEN
   781-201-9488

Yo Hablo 
Español

20 Years 
Experience

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home
“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”
• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

                       

Pasta & Pastry ShopPasta & Pastry Shop
features prepared Italian specialties 

for you to pick up, heat & enjoy!
• Hot prepared Food delivery + pickup in East Boston
• Please note: Lynnfield location is for cold prepared 

Food pick up only

Rt. 1 South, Lynnfield
781-592-5552

Open Daily 8am-4pm

282 Bennington St., EB
617-567-1992

Open Daily 8am-3pm

visit spinellis.com for menu

For the latest news in East Boston that you need to know, check 

eastietimes.com

By John Lynds

Since Boston Public 
Schools closed in mid-
March due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, Donald Mckay 
School’s Principal Jordan 
Weymer has been keeping 
his students engaged in a 
very unique way. 

For over a month Wey-
mer has been going live on 
his Facebook page, dress-
ing up as characters from 
his students’ favorite books 
and hosting a virtual ‘story-
time’. 

“Today we read one of 

By John Lynds

For over a month the 
owner of a local Moroccan 
catering service has been 
teaming up with the East 
Boston YMCA and staff at 
the Y’s Ashley Street site to 
cook up some tasty Halal 
food for families and indi-
viduals living in Eastie. 

Said El Mennaouy, own-
er of Tamaris Cuisine, and 
his staff have been at the 
Ashley Street Y two days a 
week using the site’s “Test 

Kitchen” to prepare fresh 
meals for residents. 

El Mennaouy and East 
Boston Y Executive Di-
rector Joe Gaeta connected 
through the East Boston 
Mutual Aid Network. 

“The East Boston Y con-
nected with Said El Men-
naouy to use our Teaching 
Kitchen at Ashley Street 
to produce meals to first 
feed Halal meals to Muslim 
families during the COVID 
crisis but has expanded 
to include all families in 

Eastie,” said Gaeta. “Said 
produces meals on Tuesday 
and Fridays for pick up by 
any family in need at 12 
p.m.”

El Mennaouy, who lives 
in Eastie, said he first start-
ed cooking out of his home 
for a few Eastie families 
as part of the East Boston 
Mutual Aid Network. The 
network allows volunteers 
to sign up and cook meals, 
shop, or purchase items for 

By John Lynds

Since the city ramped 
up COVID-19 testing 
last week, the number of 
those infected with the 
COVID-19 virus in East 
Boston has become more 
clear. 

Since last week 1,171 
residents in Eastie have 
been tested and 46.8 per-
cent of those tested have 
found to be COVID-19 
positive. 

Eastie was found to 
have the highest percent-
age of COVID-19 positive 
cases among those test-
ed followed by Mattapan, 
Dorchester, Roxbury, Hyde 
Park, Roslindale, West 
Roxbury and Jamaica Plain. 

Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began to hit 
Eastie hard in mid-March 
the numbers of those with 
COVID-19 and the neigh-

Local Morrocan Restaurant partners with 
East Boston YMCA for food distribution

COVID-19 updates 
for East Boston

McKay School principal invites 
community into his home for storytime

Virtual reading

McKay School Principal Jordan Weymer has been hosting 
virtual ‘storytime’ on the school’s Facebook page. For over 
a month Weymer has been dressing up as characters from 
his students’ favorite books. Here Weymer is dressed as 
the title character from “Thank You, Mr. Falker” by Patricia 
Polacco. 

By John Lynds

For decades, the Grace 
Church’s Food Pantry on 
Saratoga Street has been 
an oasis for food-insecure 
families in East Boston. 

Each week the Church’s 
Food Pantry at 760 Sarato-
ga St. feeds 25 families on 
average but the economic 
fallout from the COVID-19 
pandemic has dramatically 
increased those numbers. 

With Eastie residents out 
of work or working reduced 
hours many are finding it 
hard to afford basic essen-
tials like food. 

“The Grace Church Food 
Pantry, prior to Covid-19, 
was serving an average of 
25 East Boston families per 
week,” said Grace Church’s 
Jane Crapo. “Each family is 
given four bags of groceries 
and can come one Saturday 
each month. Since the on-
set of the virus, the amount 
of families has gone past 
80 each week and reached 
close to 100 this past Sat-
urday.”

This past Saturday, Cra-
po said the Church was able 
to give 92 families four 
bags of groceries each and 
the remainder of folks that 

arrived after the Food Pan-
try closed for the day were 
given grocery store gift 
cards that were donated to 
the Church.  

“We’ve asked the folks 
that came to please come 
once a month, as that has 
been our practice all along,” 
said Crapo. “We have a very 
dedicated group of volun-
teers that can help distrib-
ute the food at the Church 
on Saturdays and we will 
be recruiting a few more to 
help as well.”

Last Thursday the 

Police arrest 
Everett man 
for armed 
robberies 
in Eastie 

By John Lynds

An Everett man who has 
been allegedly terrorizing 
store clerks across East 
Boston since late January 
has finally been apprehend-
ed by police. 

On Sunday detectives 
from Eastie’s District A-7 
station, with assistance 
from the ATF, Chelsea Po-
lice, and Everett Police ar-
rested Diego Dasilva, 31, of 
Everett. 

Officers conducted a mo-
tor vehicle stop near 69 Har-
vard Street in Everett just 
before 2:30 p.m. Sunday 
in an effort to identify the 
operator who was believed 
to have been involved in 
an armed robbery at Lan-
zilli’s Gas Station in Orient 
Heights last Tuesday. 

Dasilva was positively 
identified as the suspect and 
was taken into custody. Po-
lice searched Dasilva’s ve-
hicle and recovered a black 
firearm that was located un-
derneath the driver’s seat.

Dasilva was charged 
with the armed robbery of 
Lanzilli’s, as well as three 
other armed robberies of 
Eastie stores going back 
to January. He will be ar-
raigned in East Boston Dis-
trict Court 

On Tuesday, April 21 of-
ficers responded to a radio 
call for an armed robbery 
at Lanzilli’s. Officers spoke 
to the victim who said an 
unknown male had entered 
the store, passed him a note, 

Number of residents seeking food at Grace Church Food Pantry on the rise

Supplies running low

See UPDATE Page 5

See STORYTIME Page 6

Since starting over 
a month ago Said El 
Mennaouy and Tamaris 
Cuisine program has been 
feeding over 400 resi-
dents a week. 
For over a month Said 
El Mennaouy, owner of 
Tamaris Cuisine, and his 
staff have been at the 
Ashley Street Y two days 
a week cooking for Eastie 
families. 

See FOOD Page 6See ARREST Page 2

Last week the shelves were 
almost bare as the num-
ber of people looking for 
help for the Food Pantry 
increased from 25 per week 
to nearly 100. Luckily the 
food drive last Thursday 
restocked most of the food 
needed for Saturday’s distri-
bution. See GRACE CHURCH Page 5
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Arrest // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The easT BosTon

FoundaTion

The 
East 

Boston 
Foundation

Phone: 617-561-6336

➧ deadline 
announcemenT

Grant Application 
Deadline 
will be 

May 11, 2020

For more information
 contact 

Lorene Schettino for an 
application 617-561-6336

by email: 
lorene.schettino@gmail.com  

or apply online at:
www.ebfoundation.org

37 MAVERICK SQUARE  n  EAST BOSTON  n  617/561-4495

Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1	 SELLER 1	 ADDRESS	 PRICE

Larsen, Wyatt	 Foote, Katharine	 69 Cottage St #3           	 $495,000

D&l Isaac 2007 RET     	 Kolb, Pamela	 65 Lewis St #508          	 $1,005,000

Lang, Frank J	 217 Paris Street LLC	 217 Paris St #2              	 $620,000

Wu, Sarah	 217 Paris Street LLC	 217 Paris St #4           	 $645,000

and demanded the mon-
ey from the cash register. 
The victim said the suspect 
flashed a firearm inside of 
his waistband. The victim 
complied with the suspect’s 
demands before taking the 
money and fleeing in an un-
known direction.

On Tuesday, April 14 
Dasilva is the suspect in an 
armed robbery of a store at 
210 Border Street.  Accord-
ing to police the victim said 
an unknown male had en-
tered the store and handed 
the victim a note demand-
ing the victim give the sus-
pect the money inside of the 
register. The victim told po-
lice the suspect displayed a 
firearm inside of his waist-

band. The victim said she 
notified her manager who 
complied to the suspect’s 
demands and handed over 
the cash from the register. 
The victims said the suspect 
took the money and fled in 
an unknown direction. 

On Tuesday, March 10 
officers responded to a ra-
dio call for a robbery in 
progress at the store at 1 
Central Square. The vic-
tim told police an unknown 
male had handed her a note 
demanding the victim open 
the cash register and give 
him the money. The victim 
said the suspect displayed a 
firearm. The victim said she 
opened the cash register 
and handed over the money 

to the suspect who fled the 
store.

According to police 
Dasilva allegedly first 
struck Eastie back on Mon-
day, Jan. 13. On that day 
police responded to a radio 
call for a robbery in prog-
ress at a store located at 396 
Chelsea Street. Officers 
spoke to the victim who 
said he had been robbed 
by an unknown male with 
a firearm. The victim re-
moved the money from the 
cash register, handed it over 
to the suspect who took it 
and fled the store on Sara-
toga Street toward Meridi-
an Street.

By John Lynds

Several East Boston 
nonprofits that are helping 
residents or providing as-
sistance to the city or state 
during this COVID-19 pan-
demic were recently award-
ed grant money through the 
city’s Boston Resiliency 
Fund. 

Last week Mayor Mar-
tin Walsh and the Boston 
Resiliency Fund Steering 
Committee announced 
the distribution of another 
round of grant funding to-
taling $1.7 million in funds 
to support five Eastie or-
ganizations and 15 other 
organizations throughout 
the city hat provide critical 
services and support to res-
idents, vulnerable popula-
tions, and Boston families 
whose well-being is most 
immediately impacted 
by the COVID-19 public 
health emergency. 

Walsh said this  round 
of funding is aimed at pro-
viding continued support 
for community health cen-
ters, individuals experienc-
ing homelessness, persons 
with disabilities, commu-
nity-based organizations 
in neighborhoods expe-
riencing higher rates of 
COVID-19, and Boston’s 
Muslim community during 
Ramadan, which begins 
this week. 

Walsh said organizations 
doing work in Eastie got top 
priority because the neigh-
borhood is experiencing 
higher rates of COVID-19. 

In Eastie, the Center for 
Cooperative Development 
and Solidarity will offer 
financial relief for local 
families in need who are in-
eligible to receive support 
from other resources. 

The East Boston Com-
munity Soup Kitchen will 
get Resiliency funds to 
continue distributing gro-
cery gift cards to families 
in need in the community. 

Through the latest round 
of funding Eastie Farm 
will work with East Bos-
ton Mutual Aid, East Bos-
ton Soup Kitchen, Boston 
Chinatown Neighborhood 
Center, and Chinese Pro-
gressive Association to 
identify families in need of 

food. Two local restaurants, 
Bon Me and Tawakal Halal 
Cafe, will then prepare and 
distribute safely prepared 
meals to families in Eastie 
and Chinatown. 

“Eastie Farm is delighted 
to be part of an innovative 
solution that helps ensure 
food security in East Bos-
ton and Chinatown, while 
supporting our partners Bon 
Me Restaurant and Tawakal 
Halal Cafe in sustaining 
themselves through this 
economic crisis,” said Kan-
nan Thiruvengadam, di-
rector of Eastie Farm. “We 
thank Bon Me and Tawakal 
for providing much needed 
culturally sensitive meals at 
cost and with utmost atten-
tion to the health and safe-
ty of all involved, and we 
thank Mayor Walsh for this 
generous support for Eastie 
Farm’s work in resiliency, 
and for his tireless and dil-
igent leadership during this 
challenging time.”

Maverick Landing Com-
munity Services, in partner-
ship with The Harborside 
Community Center, Neigh-
bors United for a Better 
East Boston, and Veronica 
Robles Cultural Center, 
will offer food, supplies 
and financial assistance 
to Eastie families who do 
not have access to stimu-
lus dollars, unemployment 
assistance, or who do not 
qualify for public benefits.

Finally the Salesian Boys 
and Girls Club distributes 
meals from the Club and 
provides home delivery of  
breakfast, lunch, hygiene 
products, and at-home art 
activities to children and 
families. 

“Through the Boston 
Resiliency Fund, we are 
harnessing the generosity 
of Boston’s residents and 
businesses and we’re mak-
ing sure those resources go 
where they will make the 
biggest, most immediate 
impact for our residents,” 
said Walsh. “I am incredi-
bly proud and thankful for 
everyone’s generosity as 
we come together to sup-
port one another during 
these difficult times.”

Since its creation in 
March, the Boston Re-
siliency Fund has raised 
over $26 million from over 

4,200 individual donors. 
The Fund will continue 
accepting donations from 
individuals, organizations 
and philanthropic partners 
who wish to contribute and 
offer their support, and 100 
percent of donations will be 
awarded to local organiza-
tions, with the majority of 
future grants to be made 
through the rest of April 
and May. Organizations 
are encouraged to complete 
a statement of interest to 
be considered for future 
grants.

During the first round 
of funding the East Boston 
Community Health Center 
received funding to expand 
their COVID-19 testing to 
Eastie clients as well as first 
responders during a testing 
event at Suffolk Downs. 

Crossroads Family Shel-
ter in Eastie was also a re-
cipient of funds during the 
first round. 

“Crossroads Family 
Center serves more than 60 
families each year in our 
shelter and stabilization 
programs,” said Crossroads 
Director Lauren Antonel-
li. “Additionally, we serve 
more than 500 families an-
nually via our community 
food pantry. Now, more 
than ever, our services are 
critical in supporting fam-
ilies during the COVID-19 
pandemic. We are extreme-
ly grateful to Mayor Walsh 
and the City of Boston for 
support from the Boston 
Resiliency Fund, which 
will allow us to continue 
our work.”

Antonelli said funding 
from the City will help to 
supplement some of the 
immediate costs the shel-
ter’s families are facing, as 
well as provide some relief 
for the shelter, which is see-
ing increased operational 
expenses. 

“Funding that will go di-
rectly to our clients will be 
in the form of gift cards to 
purchase food and essential 
hygiene supplies,” she said. 
“We are honored to serve 
the many families that rely 
on us every day, but espe-
cially now, and we are most 
grateful for the support of 
our neighbors in the com-
munity and the City of Bos-
ton.”

Eastie nonprofits benefit from 
Boston’s Resiliency Fund

City Councilor Lyd-
ia Edwards held a virtual 
“coffee hour” on Saturday, 
April 18th via Facebook 
Live to discuss hous-
ing concerns during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She 
was joined by Joey Michal-
akes, an attorney at Greater 
Boston Legal Services, to 
discuss housing resources 
and tenant/landlord rights 
as well as answer questions 
from residents online.

Councilor Edwards, who 
represents the North End, 
Charlestown, and East Bos-
ton, started the conversa-
tion by urging residents to 
remain at home, citing re-
cent data that shows young-
er people have the highest 
rate of infection while the 
elderly remain the most 
vulnerable to becoming 
critically ill. As of April 
27th, Massachusetts is third 
in the country for infection 
rates behind only New York 
and New Jersey.

During the coffee hour, 
Councilor Edwards ac-
knowledged that the City of 
Boston was already facing 
a housing crisis. Approxi-
mately half of Boston res-
idents make no more than 
$50,000 per year, demon-
strating the ever-widening 
income and wealth gaps 
present in the City. With 
66% of residents being 
renters, Boston was expe-
riencing a large amount 

of resident displacement 
due to unaffordable rent. 
This unprecedented public 
health crisis will only exac-
erbate existing inequities as 
unemployment claims rise 
and the inability to pay rent 
is expected to increase.

Councilor Edwards also 
highlighted certain protec-
tions and rights that both 
landlords and tenants have 
during the pandemic. She 
stressed that while common 
sense and good health prac-
tices are crucial compo-
nents to navigate housing 
during a pandemic, there 
are basic rights that will 
always stand regardless of 
a public health emergency.  
Tenants are still entitled 
to the right to a safe and 
secure home and that as a 
landlord, there is a contin-
ued obligation to provide 
repairs to tenants. 

Councilor Edwards and 
Michalakes acknowledged 
that while wany Bostonians 
have suffered unexpect-
ed unemployment and in-
come loss during this crisis, 
the obligation to pay rent 
still stands for tenants. Al-
though eviction processes 
have been halted temporar-
ily, there is no guaranteed 
protection against eviction 
once this pandemic ends. 
Residents are encouraged 
to pay their rent if possi-
ble. If you are experiencing 
extreme financial difficul-

ty, Michalakes’s advice 
is to communicate with 
your landlord in order to 
reach some sort of payment 
agreement.

If you or someone you 
know is seeking legal ad-
vice in regards to housing, 
they are encouraged to call 
Greater Boston Legal Ser-
vices Housing Division at 
617-603-1807. 

Other topics included 
rental relief assistance pro-
grams at the federal, state, 
and city levels, mortgage 
relief resources for land-
lords, small business in-
formation, and information 
for those who are home-
less. For more information, 
watch Councilor Edwards’ 
complete update on her 
facebook page at facebook.
com/lydiaforboston or by 
calling her office at (617) 
635-3200. Additional in-
formation on relief funds 
and Boston’s developing 
response to COVID-19 are 
posted at boston.gov/coro-
navirus.

Councilor Edwards is 
having another virtual cof-
fee hour this Saturday, May 
2nd at 10:00 AM on her 
Facebook to discuss issues 
related to unemployment. 
She will be accompanied 
by workers rights attorneys 
from Greater Boston Legal 
Services to help answer 
questions from the Face-
book Live audience.

WE’RE OFFERING THIS SPECIAL PAGE AS A RESOURCE FOR ALL SERVICES 
IN TOWN THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NEED WHILE STAYING IN.

FULL-PRINT EDITION WILL BE AVAILABLE ONLINE WEDNESDAY

THE SPECIAL IS A 2-COLUMN-BY-3-INCH AD (2col. x 3”) FOR 2 WEEKS FOR $80
Please reach out with any questions,deadline for Wednesday May 6 is Monday May 4 at noon

Call 781-485-0588 or reply to this email for more information

STAY IN AND TAKE OUT
HELP LOCAL BUSINESSES WHILE STAYING IN

Deliveries ★ Takeouts ★ Home Services
During this crisis, here are some East Boston resources.
Consider taking out an ad to and to promote your business at this time, there are many 

people in East Boston who do not go online and use the newspaper for most of their 
neighborhood information.

Edwards holds virtual ‘coffee hour’

The Zonta Club of Chel-
sea is pleased to announce 
that it has changed its name 
to the The Zonta Club of 
Chelsea and  North Shore. 
We have serviced the ar-
eas around Chelsea for 
years and finally decided 
to have that reflected in our 
name. Many of our pres-
ent members live in the 
surrounding cities. We are 
honored to be able to con-
tinue the great work we do 
in our cities  and hope you 
will think about joining us 
in this relationship. Please 
call us at 617-874-0271 
Mary Jane O’Neill or email 
us at Chelseazonta@zonta-
district1.org and check out 
our website, zontadistrict1.
org/area-4/chelsea-ma. 
We really need your help 

to continue our wonderful 
work. Our meetings are 
held the third Thursday of 
the month.

The members of The 
Zonta Club of Chelsea and 
North Shore participated in 
our first virtual member-
ship meeting on April 16th 
as we all met on “Zoom”. 
At this meeting, we had 
the pleasure of installing 
our new member, Christine 
Lee, the Human Resource 
director for the Chelsea 
Public Schools .We are so 
pleased to have a represen-
tative from the educational 
system we have supported 
and invested in second only 
to Zonta International since 
our club was established in 
December of 1980.   With 
Christine’s involvement, 

we can and will continue 
to insure this partnership 
continues and grows stron-
ger. Welcome to our newest 
member, Christine Lee!

ZONTA CLUB OF CHELSEA CHANGES NEWS

Christine Lee, Human 
Resource Director for the 
Chelsea Public Schools
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As a 172-year old Boston Bank, East Boston Savings 
Bank has a rich history of servicing the City of Boston 
and its surrounding communities.  The foundation that 
we honor are integrity, strength and hard work for all 
our customers.  It is our tradition to be responsive to 
the needs of people like you and businesses like yours 
during good times and challenging times.  

We have seen and been through past events that have 
affected the country and the world.  As we navigate 
through this pandemic together, please know that 
we are here for you.  I assure you that East Boston 
Savings Bank remains your strong neighborhood bank, 
supporting you, your family, your business and your 
community. It’s because of your trust in us - and our 
faith in you – we will make it through these events 
together. 

Trust that we are in this for the long-haul, right by your 
side.  Our branch office doors will remain open as long 
as we can assure the safety of you and our employees.  
Online Banking, Mobile Banking, ATMs and our 
Automated 24-Hour Telephone Banking System
(866-774-7705) are always an alternative banking 
option for you – visit ebsb.com for more information.  
As always, your deposits are 100% guaranteed by 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation and the 
Depositors Insurance Fund.

I understand there are a bunch of unknowns with this 
pandemic but know this; East Boston Savings Bank 
has endured many devastating events in the past and 
has come through each of these stronger and more 
committed to our customers than ever.     

Thank you for trusting in East Boston Savings Bank. 
Stay safe and we look forward to continuing working 
hard for you.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Gavegnano
President, CEO and Chairman
East Boston Savings Bank

East Boston Savings Bank 
is here for you.

800.657.3272      EBSB.com
Member FDIC/Member DIF

Mom’s The Word!
SHOW 
YOUR MOM HOW MUCH YOU LOVE HER!

This is my mother - Mother’s name ___________________________________________________

Drawn By - Your name ________________________________________________

Phone # ____________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________

 

DRAW  

YOUR MOM!

Draw Your Mom
• Complete the picture by creating a picture of your mother
• Pens, pencils, markers or crayons, use colors

Please mail to: The Independent Newspaper Group, Citizens Bank Building,  
385 Broadway, Revere or email: promo@reverejournal.com

Deadline for entries will be Friday, May 1st. 
Entries will be published in the May 6th, & 7th issues of the Revere Journal, Chelsea Record, Everett Independent,  

East Boston Times, Winthrop Sun Transcript, The Lynn Journal and The Charlestown Patriot Bridge

Mayor Martin J. Walsh 
last week announced the ap-
pointment of longtime Bos-
ton firefighter John (Jack) 
Dempsey as Commission-
er of the Boston Fire De-
partment. Commissioner 
Dempsey has served in the 
interim role of Commission-
er since the retirement of for-
mer Commissioner Joe Finn 
last month.

“I am proud to name Fire-
fighter Jack Dempsey as the 
Commissioner of the Boston 
Fire Department,” said May-
or Walsh. “He has dedicated 
his life in his professional 

career and personal capac-
ity to promoting safety and 
wellness for firefighters, and 
I look forward to his contin-
ued leadership in this criti-
cally important department.”

Since taking leadership of 
the Boston Fire Department 
in March, Commissioner 
Dempsey has proactively 
prioritized the health and 
safety of firefighters during 
the COVID-19 pandemic by 
supplying firefighters with 
personal protective equip-
ment, ensuring the frequent 
sanitation of firehouses, 
adjusting staffing levels to 

ensure social distancing, im-
plementing mandatory train-
ing for infectious disease re-
sponse, and more.

Commissioner Dempsey 
has been a member of the 
Boston Fire Department for 
35 years, having served in 
multiple leadership capaci-
ties including most recently 
as Chief of Operations for 
the department, where he 
oversaw all division of the 
Boston Fire Department, 
including the engine com-
pany, fire prevention, ladder 
company, rescue company, 
safety and special opera-

tions, emergency planning 
and preparedness, training 
and personnel. In this role, 
he was the highest ranking 
uniformed firefighter in the 
force.

He also previously served 
for four years as the Bos-
ton Fire Marshal, where he 
managed the Fire Prevention 
Division which is responsi-
ble for all fire code and reg-
ulation enforcement. In that 
role, he also oversaw the op-
eration of the fire investiga-
tion unit, construction safe-
ty unit and all inspections 
required by Massachusetts 

General Laws.
“I am proud to be named 

the Commissioner of the 
Boston Fire Department, 
and want to thank Mayor 
Walsh for the opportunity to 
serve the residents of Bos-
ton in this role,” said Com-
missioner Jack Dempsey. 
“As a lifelong member of 
the department, this is a tre-
mendous honor for me, and 
I look forward to building 
on the strong foundations 
set to ensure the safety and 
well-being of our firefighters 
and our community.”

Commissioner Dempsey 

has previously served in sev-
eral other capacities includ-
ing on the Board of Fire Pre-
vention Regulations for four 
year, the Automatic Sprin-
kler Appeals Board for four 
years, the Walsh-Kennedy 
Commission on Hot Work, 
and the Construction Fire 
Safety Partnership. He is a 
current member of the Fire 
Service Advisory Council, 
and was instrumental in the 
development and implemen-
tation of the National Fire 
Protection Association’s Hot 
Work Safety Certification 
Program.

Walsh appoints John Dempsey as Commissioner of the Boston Fire Department

Staff Report

With the numbers of pos-
itive cases among the home-
less in shelters heading to-
wards 500, Mayor Martin J. 
Walsh announced the City of 
Boston will move forward 
with universal testing for 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) for 
all unhoused individuals in 
Boston. The City of Boston 
has secured an additional 
1,000 tests, which will al-
low public health officials 
to test all clients in Boston’s 
shelter system over the next 
two weeks. The efforts will 
be led by Boston’s partners 
at Boston Health Care for 
the Homeless, in coordina-
tion with the Boston Pub-
lic Health Commission, St. 
Francis House, and the Pine 
Street Inn. 

The tests are being do-
nated by the Boston compa-
ny Orig3n.

“We continue to work ev-
ery day to support our home-
less population and the staff 
who serve them--with shel-
ter, with care, with testing,” 
said Mayor Walsh. “This is a 
big step forward in protect-
ing our most vulnerable pop-
ulations. Universal testing 
in Boston’s homeless com-
munity is critical to allow 
us to provide individuals the 
targeted care they need. We 
will continue to work with 
our partners in government 
and the nonprofit community 
about the resources we need 
moving forward.”

As of Thursday, April 23, 
1,340 individuals have been 
tested, and 453 homeless 
individuals who have been 

tested are positive, or 34 
percent. All Boston Public 
Health Commission shelters 
remain open, and the City of 
Boston has been conducting 
widespread testing in this 
population. As testing is 
completed, individuals who 
are positive will go to get the 
care and support they need 
to recover. Individuals who 
are negative will be placed 
in designated areas to allow 
for better social distancing 
and help slow the spread of 
the virus.

Since the start of the pub-
lic health emergency caused 
by COVID-19, Boston has 
worked to protect its most 
at-risk populations, includ-
ing homeless individuals. 
The City of Boston has add-
ed over 900 new beds all 
across the city to reduce the 
density in the city’s shelters, 
and to treat homeless indi-

viduals who are impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Boston Hope at the BCEC 
has 500 beds dedicated to 
the care of homeless indi-
viduals, and the City of Bos-
ton has built quarantine and 
treatment centers next to its 
largest shelters.

The City of Boston has 
also worked with its partners 
to create 172 beds at Suffolk 
University dorms to improve 
shelter spacing, and 70 
beds at a former hospital on 
Commonwealth Avenue in 
Brighton. The City has also 
helped add 250 beds at New-
ton Pavilion, in partnership 
with the Boston Medical 
Center. In addition, there are 
50 beds for veterans at a fa-
cility in Brighton, and Bos-
ton University has provided 
75 rooms for Pine Street Inn 
staff.

Universal COVID-19 testing 
announced for homeless in Boston

Northgate Dental Center
A General & Multi-Specialty Practice
Specializing in Emergency Care

• Fillings, Crowns & Bridges
• Extractions
• Root Canal Treatment
• Gum Treatment
• Partials, Dentures

• F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
•  R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)  

and Implant surgeon
• V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)
• L. Parsi, D.M.D.

•  Cosmetic Dentistry 
Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections

• Digital Radiographs
• State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
• Microscope Aided Dentistry

www.ngdental.com

603 Broadway, Revere • 781-289-3600

DON'T MISS OUT
You've always wanted your ad on 
our Front Page...Here's Your 
Opportunity. 
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By John Lynds

Owners of Suffolk Downs 

Racetrack HYM INvestment 

Group LLC and the Boston 

Planning and Development 

Agency (BPDA) held an Im-

pact Advisory Group (IAG) 

meeting last Wednesday at the 

racetrack. 
At the meeting HYM's 

Principal Partner Tom O'Brien 

briefed IAG members and res-

idents on Phase 1 of the proj-

ect. With the BPDA's public 

comment period set to expire 

today (January 10) the city 

agency and HYM focused last 

week's meeting on Phase I of 

By John Lynds

Of the over forty thousand 

residents who call East Boston 

home, over half are from Lat-

in American countries. Of that 

half a majority hail from El Sal-

vador, and arrived here during 

their country's civil war during 

the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Then, another wave arrived to 

this country and to this neigh-

borhood following a series of 

devastating earthquakes that 

rocked El Salvador and killed 

scores of people in 2001 while 

others fled the lawless gang vi-

olence in their homeland. 

Since the Bush Administra-

tion over 200,000 Salvadorians 

have lived in the U.S. as part 

of the humanitarian program 

known as Temporary Protect-

ed Status. Those Salvadorians 

have been able to live and work 

here legally, raise families, start 

businesses, buy homes, attend 

schools, pay taxes and, more 

importantly, become an im-

portant part of the fabric of this 

community. 

On Monday, President Don-

ald Trump announced that he 

is ending Temporary Protected 

Status for those 200,000 Sal-

vadorians here, and across the 

U.S. 
After the announcement, a 

furious Rep. Adrian Madaro 

blasted the Trump adminis-

tration for its latest reversal in 

immigration policies that many 

are calling perhaps the most 

'consequential'.

"The Trump administration’s 

continued attacks on legal res-

idents living under Tempo-

rary Protected Status (TPS) is 

shameful and misguided," said 

Madaro. "This announcement 

regarding TPS holders from 

El Salvador confirms this ad-

ministration’s intentions to end 

humanitarian aid for thousands 

of our neighbors in East Bos-

ton. For many of these folks, 

East Boston has been home for 

years. They own small busi-
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MARIO REAL ESTATE
THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME?

Call us TODAY for a free confidential  

market analysis!

#1 in Sales In East Boston Since 1991

www.century21mario.com

Si Parla Italiano • Se Habla Espanol

Falo Portuguese• Chúng tôi nói tiếng Việt

EAST BOSTON  

GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 

Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T & 

Greenway! $329,900

WINTHROP

Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 

#130S $949,000

EAST BOSTON

New to market! Affordable 1Br condo, Great 

condition, New cabinets, Quartz counters, SS 

Appl, Lg Deck, Lower Eagle Hill.

Won't Last! $329K

HELP!

WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!

CALL US NOW!!

SWAMPSCOTT 

3Br 2 Bath Home, Mod kitchen w/ SS 

Appliances, H/W Floors, Custom Bath, 

Lots of Upgrades, Great Home, Great 

Value, Move Right In! #4M $479,000

WINTHROP 

Lovely New 

England Colonial 3 

story home, 4 Brs, 

2 full baths, H/W 

Floors, High Ceil-

ings, Updated heat, 

electric, roof, & 

siding. Plus 2 story barn and parking.

#35C $519,900

WEST REVERE

Not your typical 2 family! 5+ Brs, Loads of 

renovations, New Kitchen, H/W, Granite & 

Much More! Move Right In!

Asking $529,000 Won't Last!

REVERE

Unique 11 room 5br home with 31/2 baths, 

Parking 3 Levels of living space, H/w Floors, 

Easy walk to Beach & T. #550B $490s

EAST BOSTON

Large 3 Family in convenient location, 

5-6-6, Sep Utils, Loads of Updates, New 

Boilers, 2 Renovated units, Newer roof, 

Elect. Windows! Plus 3 Car garage #458S 

$1,100,000   Reduced! $999,000!

EAST BOSTON - EAGLE HILL

4-5-3 Vacant 3 Family, Lots of nice detail 

with nice yard. Great to invest or live in!

WINTHROP

The Highlands, Oceanfront, Mid Cen-

tury Modern Multi level home! 4Brs, 2 

1/2 Baths, Fabulous Ocean Views!!

WINTHROP - 112 RIVER RD.

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2PM

Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open 

Kitchen Living Area w Cathedral 

Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian Counters 

SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 

finished basement, C/AC, Deck with 

IG Pool Extremely well maintained 

home Must See! Won’t Last! 

$499,900

SALE PENDING

SALE PENDING

Please see MADARO Page 2

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights

East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home

“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          

Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”

• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • Nonsectarian

Transportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol

              
         

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, Jan. 15

in observance of

Martin Luther 

King, Jr. Day

Please see MEETING Page 2

By John Lynds

East Bostonians can take 

the snow, wind, frigid cold and 

space savers, but a new ele-

ment has been added into the 

wintery mix that may be some-

thing residents here might have 

to get used to as the sea level 

rises. 
Thursday’s ‘Bomb Cyclone’ 

that brought heavy snow and 

wind to the Northeast also 

brought flooding to Eastie’s 

waterfront. 
Portside at Pier I, the Ship-

yard and Marina, Clippership 

Wharf and Liberty Plaza all 

experienced a good amount of 

flooding as the Boston Harbor 

spilled over into the neighbor-

hood, and made waterfront de-

velopments like Portside look 

like a floating cruise ship. 

For the very first time in 

Boston since record-keeping 

began in 1921, the water lev-

el reached 15.16 feet on Jan 4, 

2018. This is above flood stage, 

the level at which flooding oc-

curred, and caused significant 

tidal flooding in many water-

front parts of Boston-including 

Eastie. 
“I waded into more than 18 

inches of cold Atlantic water 

(on the street) near Portside 

at East Pier and about a foot 

of water at the marina,” said 

Kennan Thiruvengadam, who 

has been working with East 

Boston’s Neighborhood of Af-

fordable Housing on climate 

change issues and strategies. 

“There was also more than a 

foot of water at the intersection 

of Marginal and South Bremen 

streets.”
Thiruvengadam said an as-

tronomical high tide, storm 

surge, and sea level rise to-

gether caused the water levels 

to be so high. Of these factors, 

explained Thiruvengadam, the 

high tides had nothing to do 

with climate change. However, 

with sea level rise due to cli-

mate change it is expected to 

go up 8”-9” by 2030. 

“Storms have happened be-

fore climate change, but cli-

mate change is increasing both 

the intensity and the frequency 

of storms on a global level,” he 

said. 
So as storm intensity in-

creases as does the frequency 

of storm surges like the one ex-

perienced in Eastie last Thurs-

day. That coupled with an ex-

pected increase in sea level in 

the next 15 years could spell 

trouble for Eastie’s waterfront. 

But could the flooding have 

been worse? Thiruvengadam 

says yes. 
“Winds picked up after the 

high tide,” he said. “It was a 

quick storm. It did not last over 

multiple tide cycles, which 

would have compounded the 

effect. The blizzard-force 

‘Bomb Cyclone’ floods parts of Eastie

 PHOTOS COURTESY OF KANNAN THIRUVENGADAM

The end of Portside at Pier I looking towards Clippership Wharf. 
The Roseland Portside at Pier I under water. A man stands on a retaining wall at the corner of Marginal and South 

Bremen Streets. 

Rep. Madaro blasts Trump administration 

for ending temporary status for Salvadorians 

HYM Investment, BPDA host 

Impact Advisory Group meeting

Please see FLOOD Page 2

A street view of how the retail and office space would work in 

and around Suffolk Downs MBTA station in Eastie. 

By John Lynds

East Boston native and Sav-

io Prep graduate Michael Triant 

was named the new Executive 

Director of the Salesian Boys 

& Girls Club at the board's De-

cember meeting. Triant, who 

worked for the past 17 years 

for the Boston Center for Youth 

and Families as an administra-

tor, started Monday at the Club, 

taking over the reigns from Fa-

ther John Nazzaro who is now 

the Club's Director of Mission. 

"Once I heard of this oppor-

tunity,  as a kid who grew up 

in East Boston, as a kid who 

graduated Savio, as a kid that 

went to the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wondered if it could become 

a reality," said Triant, a hus-

band and father of three who 

now lives in Winthrop with his 

family. "Once the ball started 

rolling and it became more and 

more of a possibility it wasn't 

even a choice at that point I had 

to do it."
Triant, 38, who grew up on 

Faywood Avenue was raised 

like many other kids of his gen-

eration in Eastie. 

"I was played basketball at 

the Marty Pino Center every 

afternoon, I got involved in the 

house leagues through John-

ny Forbes at the Boys & Girls 

Club where I made friends that 

are still my friends today," said 

Triant. 
What always impressed Tri-

ant about the Salesians was the 

level of commitment the staff 

had to the kids. 

"You had guys like (the late) 

Wally Bowe that were so influ-

ential on the lives of kids I grew 

up with and kids that were old-

er than me," said Triant. "I was 

fortunate that I grew up in a 

stable home with two parents, 

but there were so many kids at 

the Salesians whot didn't have 

that."
Triant said he remembers 

getting jealous as a youth be-

cause he didn't understand why 

Michael Triant named Salesian Boys & Girls Club Executive Director

Please see TRIANT Page 2

TRASH 
NOTICE
Due to the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, on Monday, 

January 15th , Trash will be 

delayed by one day.

Capitol Waste Services, Inc.
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Guest Op-Ed

Fighting for the frontline
By Maura Healey

More than 300,000 
health care workers and 
first responders in Mas-
sachusetts have stepped 
up to the frontlines in the 
battle against COVID-19. 
They suit up in scrubs or 
uniforms, leave the com-
fort of their homes, and put 
their lives at risk to keep us, 
our families, friends, and 
neighbors safe. We have an 
obligation to do everything 
we can to make sure they 
have access to the support 
they need during a time 
when they are sacrificing so 
much. That’s why my office 
has launched FrontlineMA.
org—a one-stop shop for 
frontline workers to get the 
information on resources 
they need during this crisis.

From Pittsfield to Prov-
incetown, and from New-
buryport to New Bedford, 
our frontline workers are 
putting in countless hours 
to combat this pandemic. 
Thankfully, many business-
es, state agencies, and indi-
viduals have stepped up to 

help provide housing, per-
sonal protective equipment 
(PPE), and meals to make 
lives easier for them. This 
website provides a central-
ized place to get informa-
tion on those resources. 

For health care workers 
who may be exposed and 
can’t be with their families, 
we’ve compiled resources 
for alternative housing so 
they can have a place to 
stay and minimize the risks 
for their families in case 
they become infected. 

For parents who are 
working essential jobs and 
are struggling to find a safe 
place for their kids, we’ve 
put everything in one place 
to ensure they can continue 
to access childcare.

And to protect our heroes 
and honor people like Offi-
cer Jose Fontanez, who lost 
his life to COVID-19 while 
keeping our communities 
safe, we’re working with 
stakeholders to secure PPE. 
I encourage health care fa-
cilities and providers, po-
lice and fire departments, 
and state and county agen-
cies to consult the resources 

we’ve put together to get 
first responders and front-
line workers the protective 
gear and information they 
need. 

We’ve also compiled de-
tails on priority testing sites, 
tips for self-care, guidance 
on self-isolation and quar-
antine, and a list of free and 
discounted meals so that 
our health care workers, 
first responders, and their 
families can stay informed, 
safe, and healthy. 

In addition to provid-
ing frontline workers with 
essential information, we 
want to make sure they 
know how much our com-
munities appreciate and 
support them. That’s why 
we created a Hero Wall 
where people can post pic-
tures and send messages to 
thank our heroes and our 
frontline workers can share 
their own messages. I en-
courage everyone to post 
pictures of their sidewalk 
chalk or window art, or just 
a kind note, to say thank 
you to our nurses, doctors, 
healthcare workers and first 
responders. Throughout the 

site, you’ll see opportuni-
ties to chip in, by providing 
a meal or two, providing a 
safe place for workers to 
stay in between shifts, vol-
unteering, or donating PPE. 

Just like all of us, I’m 
thankful for our frontline 
workers who bravely show 
up and risk their lives every 
day to combat this pandem-
ic and keep us safe. 

We’re grateful for our 
partners at HubSpot and 
IDEO who helped make 
this website possible, and 
for the invaluable input 
from healthcare providers 
and police and fire associ-
ations in making sure this 
website is the most effec-
tive for our frontline. We’ll 
continue to update it as new 
information becomes avail-
able.

To our frontline workers, 
please use FrontlineMA.
org as a resource during 
this battle. And to everyone 
else, stay home, stay safe, 
and thank a hero. 

Maura Healey is the At-
torney General of Massa-
chusetts.

ALLOWING THE STATES TO 
GO BANKRUPT IS A 
REALLY BAD IDEA

One of the most glaring shortcomings thus far of the 
stimulus and disaster packages that have been passed by 
Congress in response to the COVID-19 pandemic has 
been the failure to provide assistance to the states.

Every state in the nation is seeing its revenues plummet 
to never-before-experienced depths. However, of the tril-
lions of dollars thus far appropriated by Congress, there is 
barely a penny for state government operations -- and by 
extension, municipalities -- which are carrying the battle 
against the pandemic on the front lines. 

The states thus are caught in an ever-tightening vise of 
plunging tax revenues on the one hand and skyrocketing 
costs on the other.

Despite the obvious squeeze on state budgets, Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell last week commented, 
in response to a question about whether the Congress soon 
would be aiding the states, that he believed it would be 
preferable for states and municipalities to declare bank-
ruptcy than for the federal government to provide needed 
funding to close their budget gaps.

It is hard to fathom why somebody of McConnell’s stat-
ure would make such a statement, other than to give voice 
to the general Republican creed that disdains government 
operations at all levels. In particular, the GOP has immense 
dislike for what it considers to be overly-generous pension 
plans for state and municipal union employees.

However, the reason why states are in such desperate 
fiscal trouble these days has nothing to do with their pen-
sion or budget policies, but specifically is linked to the 
coronavirus, which has had a devastating financial impact 
on every facet of commerce, including state budgets.

Questions regarding the pension plans of the states as a 
contributor to their overall fiscal soundness certainly can 
be debated, but this is not the time to do so amidst this 
unprecedented crisis.

State and municipal governments across the country 
provide the first line of response for every American in 
protecting our health and welfare, so it makes no sense to 
allow states and municipalities to fail in this mission at this 
critical juncture amidst a pandemic that threatens to extend 
for many months.

In addition, without funding from the federal govern-
ment, state and local governments will be forced to make 
layoffs of police, firefighters, teachers, and others in order 
to balance their budgets, a situation that will exacerbate 
even further the national unemployment rate.

Finally, the effect on the bond market from a plethora of 
state and municipal bankruptcies could have far-reaching 
and long-lasting negative effects for the country and the 
economy.

In short, there is nothing good that can come out of state 
and municipal bankruptcies at this time; but there is a lot 
that is bad.

Mitch McConnell’s opinions are a grotesque perversion 
of responsible government. Hopefully, the rest of the Con-
gress will not go along with his extreme and destructive 
ideas.

By Jack Clarke

  Either science matters 
or it doesn’t. Policy mak-
ers can’t have it both ways 
and selectively apply it only 
when it advances a political 
agenda. 

Science should inform 
and drive public policy not 
the other way around - this 
is especially true when it 
comes to the health of the 
American people.

In the case of the coro-
navirus pandemic and the 
climate change crisis, no-
where is the advancement 
of science more important. 
Lives depend on its accura-
cy, use and availability.

According to NASA 
scientists, 97 percent or 
more of published climate 
scientists agree that cli-
mate-warming trends over 
the past century are “likely 
due to human activities.” 
Yet the President calls it 
a hoax and, along with 
many in Congress, refuses 
to believe the science. On 
the national level, denying 
what science teaches us 
about the short and long-
term consequences of cli-
mate change will have dire 
consequences for this and 
future generations.

Scientists from the In-
tergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) tell 

us that failure to take the 
climate emergency serious-
ly now will result in lives 
lost as sea level rise accel-
erates, storms get stronger, 
droughts and fires increase, 
and the days get hotter. This 
fact is also acknowledged 
by scientists in many other 
federal agencies, including 
the Defense Department.

While America and the 
world grapples with the 
coronavirus, climate sci-
entists and health experts 
forecast threats from addi-
tional infectious diseases 
spurred on by rising tem-
peratures.

Mosquito-driven illness-
es like dengue fever, West 
Nile, and Zika will become 
more common this century, 
they warn us, as the insects 
that transmit them expand 
their habitat range.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) predicts 
that between 2030 and 
2050, climate change is 
expected to cause approx-
imately a-quarter-million 
additional deaths per year 
world-wide from malnutri-
tion, malaria, diarrhea and 
heat stress. And, as we are 
seeing from the coronavi-
rus, no one is immune from 
illnesses once thought of as 
exotic.

With the prospect of 

those diseases appearing 
in the US, we need to start 
addressing the public health 
emergency of climate 
change and limit the spread 
of these afflictions – and 
we’re not.

Dr. Kristie Ebi, a climate 
and public health scientist 
at the University of Wash-
ington and an IPCC con-
tributor says she’s “worried 
we’re not prepared” - She’s 
not the only one.

“The Lancet,” a jour-
nal that “make(s) science 
widely available so that 
medicine can serve, and 
transform society,” recently 
launched its “Countdown” 
project to provide an inde-
pendent, global scientific 
monitoring system track-
ing the health dimensions 
of climate change. It views 
climate change as this 
century’s “biggest public 
health threat.”

As with the coronavi-
rus, we are all vulnerable 
to the public health impacts 
of climate change. Some, 
however, are more vulnera-
ble than others and minori-
ty communities, pregnant 
women, children and the 
elderly will suffer dispro-
portionately.

Unfortunately, as with 
climate change, the White 
House disregarded the sci-
ence of medical experts 

from at home and around 
the world who predicted 
the current pandemic and it 
wasted January and Febru-
ary playing down the threat 
from the new virus.

Like the science of cli-
mate change, the President 
called the pandemic a po-
litical hoax, even though 
medical science informed 
the WHO’s decision to de-
clare the outbreak a global 
public health emergency 
at the end of January. The 
White House was informed 
of its potential consequenc-
es on January 5th.

Now, America’s con-
firmed cases of Covid-19 
are unnecessarily the high-
est in the world with near-
ly 800,000 infected and 
42,500 dead – thousands 
of which could likely have 
been prevented if the sci-
ence was taken seriously.

The World Economic 
Forum recently recognized 
the relationship between 
the climate change crisis 
and coronavirus and re-
ported that a “global-to-lo-
cal response and long-term 
thinking” is needed with re-
sponses guided by science 
and “the political will to 
make fundamental chang-
es when faced with (these) 
risks.”

Science Matters

Guest Op-Ed

See OP-ED Page 6
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Be Part Of An
Amazing Team

• Support Staff • Case Managers
• Program & Clinical Directors

• Shelter Specialists • Relief Staff
• Case Aides • Nurses & More

We have increased our 
starting wages temporarily up to 

$4.00 more an hour.
Our mission is to provide high quality services to those who 
face life-long challenges of mental illness, drug and alcohol 

dependencies and developmental disabilities.

borhood’s infection rate 
continues to rise. 

In one week East Bos-
ton’s COVID-19 infection 
rate rose from 87.4 cases 
per 10,000 residents to an 
alarming infection rate of 
146.6 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents as of Friday. 

As of Friday there were 
688 confirmed COVID-19 
cases in Eastie, up from the 
410 cases reported by the 
Boston Public Health Com-
mission a week ago. 

The stats released by the 
BPHC as part of its weekly 
COVID-19 report breaks 
down the number of cas-
es and infection rates in 
each neighborhood. It also 
breaks down the number 
of cases by age, gender and 
race. 

Because the neighbor-
hood remains a COVID-19 
‘hotspot’, Mayor Martin 
Walsh announced that resi-
dents from Eastie, and other 
neighborhood ‘hotspots’, 
who do not have symp-
toms will be tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies in 
order to evaluate commu-
nity exposure as part of 
a Mass General Hospital 
study. The study will focus 
on residents living in Eastie 

and Roslindale neighbor-
hoods, as well as those who 
live within the boundar-
ies of zip codes 02121 and 
02125 in Dorchester.

Walsh and BPHC said 
the randomized antibody 
testing is critical because 
the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control estimates 
that, nationally, 25 percent 
of people infected with 
COVID-19 are asymptom-
atic and may not know they 
are a carrier of the corona-
virus.

“We are at war with 
COVID-19, and overcom-
ing this viral enemy de-
mands knowledge, strategy 
and intelligence gathering,” 
Dr. Peter Slavin, presi-
dent of MGH. “A growing 
body of evidence suggests 
that many people who 
have been infected with 
COVID-19 are asymptom-
atic, but we don’t yet know 
how prevalent the disease is 
in our city, in our communi-
ties and in our society. Data 
from this testing in Boston 
will provide vital clues into 
the spread of the virus and 
will help us develop strat-
egies to slow down or stop 
this invisible foe.”

Walsh said it is his Ad-

ministration’s hope that 
by conducting this testing 
healthcare professionals 
will get a better understand-
ing of the true prevalence of 
COVID-19 in our commu-
nity. 

“The more we can ex-
pand our testing, the more 
we can learn how to use our 
medical resources more ef-
ficiently, and how we need 
to focus our current efforts 
to contain the virus,” said 
Walsh. 

City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards, whose district in-
cludes East Boston, said she 
hopes the study will help 
head off a second wave of 
infections. 

She said the results could 
“enhance the awareness 
that we need in all our com-
munities: You are spread-
ing this disease even if you 
don’t have any symptoms.”

“This study is an import-
ant step in our fight against 
Covid-19, but we have to 
continue following the so-
cial distancing guidelines,” 
said Edwards. “We don’t 
know yet whether antibod-
ies will prevent a second in-
fection and have to contin-
ue minimizing our exposure 
to the virus.”

New data released by the BPHC shows the COVID 19 infection rate in Eastie. 

Church held a food drive tore-
stock the nearly empty shelves 
ahead of Saturday’s rush. 

“The response to the food 
drive from the community 
was really awesome,” said 
Crapo. “We want to extend 
our sincere thanks to all who 
have donated food, money 
and time. Actual food dona-
tions at the Church help tre-
mendously and cut down on 
our logistic challenges.  The 
cash donations will go toward 
purchasing food from the 
Greater Boston Food Bank 

and local supermarkets going 
forward.  I think it is fair to 
say that a realistic number of 
families we can help each Sat-
urday would be 80 – 100 each 
week, providing we can keep 
the shelves stocked.”

During the Church’s virtual 
Church service this week Cra-
po mentioned to the congrega-
tion that there will continue to 
be a need to ask for food dona-
tions as Grace Church makes 
a commitment each week to 
feed struggling families. 

“I will be at the Church 

each Sunday from noon till 
2:00 p.m. if people would like 
to drop off their food dona-
tions then,” said Crapo. 

For over two decades the 
Grace Church’s Food Pantry 
has become an important part 
of the fabric of the commu-
nity. With limited funding to 
rely on, the Church has been 
able to move mountains and 
successfully run the Food 
Pantry that benefits Eastie 
families in need of nutritious 
meals throughout the week.

Grace Church // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The canned and dried goods that were donated last week are shown above. Each 
family receives four bags of groceries each week from the Church’s Food Pantry. 
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Parents of infants: 
You are focused 
on keeping your 
baby safe right now. 
We are too. 
We know you are worried, but it is important to bring your baby to  
the health center for regular vaccines. Vaccines are more important  
now than ever, and without them, your baby is at risk for serious 
and sometimes fatal diseases. We are safely seeing babies in a  
separate building that is only being used 
for healthy babies. These visits are limited  
to one healthy infant and one healthy  
parent or caregiver. If you are unwell, 
please do not come to the health center 
yourself. If you have questions, please call 
us at 617-569-5800. 

www.ebnhc.org

We want to see you….  
                  at home!

www.ebnhc.org  •   

Telemedicine allows health care professionals to evaluate, diagnose,  
and treat patients at a distance using telecommunications  
technology, such as a smart phone or computer. Telemedicine allows 
us to continue to provide high-quality care to our patients during  
the COVID-19 pandemic while minimizing exposures.

Telemedicine appointments are being scheduled in Pediatrics, 
Adult Medicine, Family Medicine, Women’s Health (OB/GYN),  
Behavioral Health, Neighborhood PACE, and other departments. We 
use certified medical interpreters during telemedicine appointments 
for languages other than English. 

Do you need to schedule a telemedicine appointment with your  
primary care provider? Did you miss an appointment that needs  
to be rescheduled? If so, call 617-569-5800 to schedule a  
telemedicine appointment. This is especially important if you have  
a chronic or a behavioral health condition. 
You should be treated if needed, especially 
during this public health crisis. We’re here 
to keep you healthy!

Storytime // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

my favorite books - “Thank 
You, Mr. Falker” by Patri-
cia Polacco,” said Weymer 
last week dressed as the 
title character, Mr. Falker. 
“If you’ve ever been in the 
office, you’ll notice a copy 
of it in the entryway. It’s 
our daily reminder to be en-
couraging, caring, and kind. 
These are qualities that we 
see in all of our teachers 
and staff at the McKay who 
continue to bring their best 
to our school community 
day after day (and even on 
break!) as we adapt to new 
routines and new ways of 
teaching and learning. So to 
the teachers and staff, thank 
you.”

On Monday, Weymer 
dressed in purple garb as he 
read “Harold and the Purple 
Crayon” by Crockett John-
son. 

Since beginning his vir-
tual storytime Weymer has 
also donned an elephant 
hat for “I Will Take a Nap”, 

paper scales for  “The Rain-
bow Fish”, a bear mask for 
“Corduroy”, and had a lit-
tle help from his son, Eli, 
while holding an umbrella 
and reading “Cloudy With 
A Chance Of Meatballs”.

“Our Costume Direc-
tor Eli has been popping 
into our read alouds more 
frequently to check on his 
work,” posted Weymer last 
week. “From hats to back-
drops to Ducky and Turtle, 
Eli manages it all and helps 
us increase our production 
value.”

The storytime live feed 
also gives Weymer’s stu-
dents the opportunity to 
check in with their favorite 
principal. 

However, the storytime 
is not just limited to McKay 
School students. Any stu-
dent can log-on to McKay’s 
Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/dmck-
ayK8/ and participate. 

Sometimes McKay School Principal Jordan Weymer gets 
a little help from his son, Eli, like during the reading of 
‘Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs”. 

other Eastie residents in 
need. 

“Then I was wondering 
if they (the Network) found 
a kitchen for me in East 
Boston I’d be able to cook 
for the entire community,” 
said El Mennaouy, who 
still has a kitchen in Chel-
sea. 

El Mennaouy decided to 
fund the entire operation 
through community dona-
tions set up on a GoFund-
Me page. 

So far El Mennaouy has 
raised $1,397 of a $5,000 
goal to keep the weekly 
kitchen going. 

“We are in the process 
of trying to find other fund-
ing sources to help with the 
production of meals,” said 
Gaeta. 

El Mennaouy said the 
first week he started he pro-
duced just 60 plates of food 
but that number has risen 
to more than 200 plates of 
food each day he’s there 
cooking. 

“I thought I have to 
do something to help my 
community,” said El Men-

naouy. “This community 
gave me a lot and I said it 
was time to give back to 
the community. “Togeth-
er, we can ensure no child 
goes without dinner. We 
can ensure every family 
has food on the table. We 
can ensure no one who lost 
their job to this pandemic 
goes hungry.”

Gaeta said at the Eastie 
Y he and his staff want to 
ensure that they are max-
imizing resources during 
this unprecedented crisis. 

“When the opportuni-
ty arose for us to partner 
with Said to produce Halal 
meals for families in need it 
was a no brainer,” he said. 
“Through the East Boston 
Mutual Aid Network and 
the City of Boston we are 
doing our best to make sure 
we feed as many people in 
need as possible. This is 
truly a whole community 
partnership to make sure 
we get through this crisis. 
We are stronger together 
and this community will 
make it through.”

Workers from Tamaris Cuisine and the YMCA staff have 
collaborated on the effort. 

Some of the tasty Halal 
meals Said El Mennaouy 
and Tamaris Cuisine are 
cooking up for families and 
individuals living in Eastie. 

Food // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Said El Mennaouy, owner of Tamaris Cuisine, and his staff 
have been at the Ashley Street Y two days a week on 
Tuesdays and Fridays using the East Boston YMCA’s Ashley 
Street “Test Kitchen” to prepare fresh meals for residents. 

THINK OF IT AS AN 
OWNER’S MANUAL
 FOR YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or 
write to Handbook, Pueblo, 
CO 81009. 

“The Nation” magazine 
recently referred to the 
pandemic as a “dress re-
hearsal” for what we can 
expect with the impending 
impacts of climate change.

Climate author David 
Wallace-Wells calls it a 
“sobering preview” of what 
is to come if we continue to 
ignore the science of cli-
mate change.

Whatever it is, we’re not 
prepared for it.

Believing or not believ-

ing the science can be a life 
or death situation, as we see 
now. We ignore and down-
play its legitimacy and con-
clusions, at our own and 
our children’s peril.

When it comes to cli-
mate change and the pub-
lic’s health, it’s time to act.

 
Jack Clarke is the di-

rector of public policy and 
government relations at 
Mass Audubon.

Op-Ed // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
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In accordance with Mas-
sachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 87, the Boston 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment will hold a virtual 
public hearing on Thurs-
day, May 7, at 12 p.m. on 
a request to remove one 

public shade tree in East 
Boston. 

The request is for the re-
moval of one honeylocust 
tree measuring 13 inches 
dbh (diameter at breast 
height) due to a proposed 
curb cut at 152 Liverpool 

Street.  
The hearing will be held 

by the City of Boston’s 
Tree Warden (or designee).  
Please note that due to the 
current pandemic the hear-
ing will be a virtual meet-
ing via ZOOM. 

Written comments or 
questions may be submit-
ted to parks@boston.gov 
prior to the hearing.  

Public testimony will be 
taken, or may be provid-
ed prior to the hearing in 
writing to the Tree Warden, 

Boston Parks and Recre-
ation Department, 1010 
Massachusetts Avenue, 3rd 
floor, Roxbury, MA 02118 
or by emailing parks@bos-
ton.gov with “East Boston 
Tree Hearing” in the sub-
ject line.  

A final decision regard-
ing the request will be 
made within two weeks of 
the hearing.  For further in-
formation, please contact 
the Tree Warden at (617) 
635-7275. 

By John Lynds

As Governor Charlie 
Baker announced an initia-
tive to expand COVID-19 
testing at Community 
Health Centers throughout 
the state last Wednesday, 
East Boston Neighborhood 
Health Center (EBNHC) 
President and CEO Manny 
Lopes was front and cen-
ter at the Governor’s daily 
COVID-19 briefing. 

Last week EBNHC be-
gan offering COVID-19 
testing seven days a week 
to any community residents 
who have flu-like symp-
toms or have been in con-
tact with someone who is 
COVID-19 positive.  

The announcement last 
week will expand this effort 
in partnership with Quest 
Diagnostics and the Mass 
League of Community 
Health Centers. 

Baker said in rolling out 
increased testing, commu-
nity health centers in areas 

of high need, like Eastie, 
that have the ability to in-
crease their testing capaci-
ties will be prioritized. 

Since Friday, Quest has 
sent over 2,255 kits to EB-
NHC and other community 
health centers in Boston 
and Brockton. Quest Di-
agnostics has committed 
to ship an additional 5,000 
COVID-19 test kits to EB-
NHC and 11 other com-
munity health centers in 
Boston, Brockton, Lowell, 
Quincy, Fall River, Prov-
incetown, and Worcester.

“I’ve heard the Governor 
mention many times when 
we are in a crisis like this it 
is a team sport,:” said Lopes 
at Last Wednesday’s brief-
ing. “On behalf of the Mass 
Community Health Centers 
we are grateful for the sup-
port we have received from 
Governor Baker. For over 
50 years community health 
centers in Massachusetts 
have been providing high 
quality, accessible care to 

anyone that walks through 
our doors. We have been 
working hard to close the 
healthcare gap. Now, we 
are on the frontlines of 
COVID-19 testing, tracing 
and treatment.”

Lopes said community 
health centers provide an 
additional line of defense 
to keep patients out of larg-
er hospitals and help avoid 
overburdening the health-
care system. 

Lopes said currently, 
EBNHC, is servicing two 
of the most impacted neigh-
borhoods in the Common-
wealth--East Boston and 
Chelsea. 

“Many patients are es-
sential workers that work 
in supermarkets, restau-
rants, and healthcare facil-
ities,” said Lopes. “Sadly, 
many of these residents can 
not afford the high cost of 
housing and live in crowd-
ed apartments with multiple 
families. So what has been 
an American Dream for 

some has become an Amer-
ican Nightmare for others 
as this virus continues to 
spread in the community.”

Lopes said EBNHC’s 
response to COVID-19 has 
been extensive, wide reach-
ing and hyper-local. 

“We have been focused 
on education, testing and, 
as the Governor mentioned, 
part of this unique (state-
wide) collaborative to con-
duct contact tracing,” said 
Lopes. “At EBNHC we are 
now open for testing 7 days 
a week. Like many health 
centers in Boston, with the 
support of Mayor (Martin) 
Walsh we have modified 
our operations to offer mul-
tiple settings for testing.”

Testing includes a walk-
through location at 79 Paris 
Street from 8 a.m. to noon 
daily; a drive through lo-
cation at Suffolk Downs, 
525 William F. McClel-
lan Highway from 1:00 
to 5:00 p.m. daily; and at 
EBNHC’s emergency de-

partment (open 24 hours) 
at 10 Gove Street for those 
experiencing influenza-like 
illness. 

“This partnership with 
Quest Diagnostics will help 
us increase our testing ca-
pabilities in the community 
to over 500 individuals per 
day,” said Lopes. “So far 
we have tested over 3,000 
individuals and as we all 

know testing will be criti-
cal in the well being of our 
residents. Testing leads to 
detections and allows us 
to keep sick individuals at 
home and reduce exposure 
in our community and re-
duce the spread of the virus. 
Having this reliable supply 
of test kits will allow us to 
test more individuals and 
the most at risk.”

A short story about 
a hard curve. 
And a home run. 

Carol Truncale’s story isn’t just about how
she prevailed through a severe childhood
case of scoliosis, or curvature of the spine.
It’s about what she did when she grew up. 

She became a nurse—a decision inspired
by the support and dedication she received
from her own medical team during her long
years of treatment and successful recovery.

Carol Truncale’s story leaves us with two
of the most contagious messages we know:
don’t give up, and remember to give back. If
Carol’s story inspires just one more person
to make a difference, then its telling here has
been well worth while. 

aaos.org/75years

Celebrating 
Human Healing

orthoinfo.org

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP •(617) 846-6880 • WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM
 Store Hours: Mon-Sun 7:30 am-7pm • Not responsible for typographical errors. 

We have the right to limit quantities.

To Our Valued Customers

Special Senior Only Hours New Store Hours

In these stressful and uncertain times, we are only doing weekend specials until futher notice.

Thank You To All our Employees, Customers and Vendors 
working with us in this very uncertain times ‑ Winthrop Marketplace

60 years and older
7:30 am — 8:30 am Mon‑Sat

8:00 am — 9 am Sunday

We will now be closing at 
7:00 pm everyday.

PRODUCE
Yellow Onions 2lb Bag ...................................................... 99¢ limit 2
Hot House Tomatoes .................................................... $1.49/lb
Green Giant Baby Carrots ............................................ 99¢ limit 2

DELI
Carolina Turkey Breast .................................................$4.99/lb
Best Yet Roast Beef ........................................................$6.99/lb

GROCERY
Pepsi 2 Liter ..................................... 4/$5.00  limit 4, plus deposit
Medium Size White Eggs ............................................... 99¢ limit 2

Weekend Specials
Thursday, April 30th through Sunday May 3rd

"while supplies last" - no rain checks

INDEPENDENT
THE

N E W S P A P E R S

 

Size: 160x600 IAB
$30000 per month/per site

3 SPOTS AVAILABLE 
ON EACH SITE  

JUST A CLICK AWAY

reverejournal.com• winthroptranscript.com 
lynnjournal.com • everettindependent.com • eastietimes.com 

chelsearecord.com • charlestownbridge.com • beaconhilltimes.com
northendregionalreview.com • thebostonsun.com
jamaicaplaingazette.com • missionhillgazette.com

Traffic reports available upon request

Call your Rep. at 781-485-0588

First Come - First Served

Sales Rep Ext
Deb x101   Kathy x110   Maureen x103   Sioux x125   Peter x106

$30000 per month/per site

12 COMMUNITIES TO CHOOSE FROM

Combo Rates available! 
Buy any 3 sites, get 4th FREE

JUNE 20 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility
400 Frontage Rd.

JULY 25 | WEST ROXBURY
West Roxbury DPW
315 Gardner St.

AUGUST 1 | DORCHESTER
John W. McCormick middle school  
315 Mt. Vernon St. 

AUGUST 22 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility 
400 Frontage Rd.

OCTOBER 31 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility 
400 Frontage Rd. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

Leaf and yard waste curbside collection Household hazardous waste drop-off Yard Waste drop off
500 American Legion Hwy, Boston. MA 02131 

 2021 Tree collection

• Place leaves and yard debris in large 
paper bags or open barrels labeled 
“yard waste.” 

• Tie branches with string 3 feet max 
length and 1 inch max diameter 

• Place barrels, bags, and branches 
curbside by 6 a.m.

• If you have two recycling days per 
week, collection is on your first 
recycling day of the week 

• We don’t collect leaf and yard waste 
curbside on non-scheduled weeks

• We collect Christmas trees from 
January 4 – 15, 2021

•  No plastic bags 

•  Don’t put branches in barrels

•  No dirt  

You can buy backyard compost bins 
and kitchen-scrap buckets at: 

Boston Building Resources 
100 Terrance St. Mission Hill, Roxbury

For more information, go to:
boston.gov/trash

APRIL

JANUARY 2021

Baker invites EBNHC CEO Manny Lopes to daily COVID-19 briefing

EBNHC President and CEO Manny Lopes during Governor 
Baker’s COVID-19 briefing last Wednesday.

Parks department announces East Boston virtual tree removal hearing
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AUGUST 1 | DORCHESTER
John W. McCormick middle school  
315 Mt. Vernon St. 

AUGUST 22 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility 
400 Frontage Rd.

OCTOBER 31 | SOUTH BOSTON
Central DPW facility 
400 Frontage Rd. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

Leaf and yard waste curbside collection Household hazardous waste drop-off Yard Waste drop off
500 American Legion Hwy, Boston. MA 02131 

 2021 Tree collection

• Place leaves and yard debris in large 
paper bags or open barrels labeled 
“yard waste.” 

• Tie branches with string 3 feet max 
length and 1 inch max diameter 

• Place barrels, bags, and branches 
curbside by 6 a.m.

• If you have two recycling days per 
week, collection is on your first 
recycling day of the week 

• We don’t collect leaf and yard waste 
curbside on non-scheduled weeks

• We collect Christmas trees from 
January 4 – 15, 2021

•  No plastic bags 

•  Don’t put branches in barrels

•  No dirt  

You can buy backyard compost bins 
and kitchen-scrap buckets at: 

Boston Building Resources 
100 Terrance St. Mission Hill, Roxbury

For more information, go to:
boston.gov/trash

APRIL

JANUARY 2021
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OBITUARIES

Danny S. Smith
773 Broadway

Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 284-7756

www.vertuccioandsmith.com

Vazza 
"Beechwood"

Funeral Home
262 Beach St., Revere

(781) 284-1127
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral
www.vazzafunerals.com

336 Chelsea St., East Boston
617-567-0910 | www.magrathfuneralhome.com

Please visit eastietimes.com

To place a memoriam in the Times Free Press, 

please call 781-485-0588

Thomas Terenzi, Jr.
Of East Boston

Thomas Terenzi, Jr. of 
East Boston passed away 
on April 25. 

He was the loving son 
of the late Thomas Terenzi 
Sr. and Angelina (Barras-
so) and is also survived by 
his aunt, many cousins and 
friends.

Thomas will be laid to 
rest in Holy Cross Ceme-
tery. In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 

local restrictions on gath-
erings and congregations 
due to COVID-19, all ser-
vices will be held for the 
immediate family privately. 
If you have any questions 
or would like to express 
your condolences please 
contact the funeral home 
during normal business 
hours or leave a message 
for the family on the tribute 
wall.    For more informa-
tion  please visit  www.rug-
gieromh.com.

Antonia Rubino
Of Andover, formerly of East Boston

Antonia (Barisano) Ru-
bino of Andover, former-
ly of East Boston, passed 
away on Saturday, April 18. 

She was the devoted 
wife of the late Carmine 
Rubino, devoted mother of 
Chiarina (Corinne) Cheney 
and her late husband, Paul 
R. of Andover and loving 
grandmother of Matthew, 
Rachel and Blake. 

Antonia will be laid to 
rest in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery with her beloved hus-
band Carmine. May they 
rest in peace.

In accordance with the 
guidelines and local re-
strictions on gatherings 
and congregations due to 
COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 

you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences, please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall www.ruggi-
eromh.com.

Ralph Gerard Bruzzese 
May 30, 1931 – April 24, 2020

Ralph Gerard Bruzzese 
of East Boston, formerly 
of Revere, born on May 
30, 1931 in Brooklyn, New 
York, died on April 24, 
2020. 

The son of the late Fili-
berto and Annunziata Bru-
zzese, he was a resident of 
East Boston for many years 
and of Revere in his later 
years. 

He was the loving broth-
er of Geraldine and late 
Peter Mullen of Quincy, 
Nicodemo and Elsa Bru-
zzese of Saugus, Rose and 
Frederick Sena of Melrose 
and Josephine Bruzzese of 
East Boston; dear cousin of 
Nicodemo and Angela Cic-
cia and Scarfo family mem-
bers. He was the uncle and 
great uncle to many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and ex-
tended family in the US, 
Canada and Italy and his 
dear friends, June Chiarella 
and Joseph Delloiacono. 

He was the former propri-
etor of Days Square Clean-
ers and  a tailor  at  Kenne-
dy’s and  RH White’s. A 
Member of the USS Consti-
tution Model Shipbuilders 
Club, he enjoyed traveling 
to various conventions at 
US  seaport  locations. Pho-
tography, music and gar-
dening were his hobbies. 

Our family greatly ap-
preciates the care and ser-
vices provided by Elm-
hurst HealthCare and Care 
Dimensions of Danvers 

throughout the past year. 
Also, Atria Maplewood 
Place, Malden, where 
he lived for several years in 
Assisted Living. We were 
fortunate to be associated 
with these agencies. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to Salesian 
Boys and Girls Club, Sav-
io Unit, 150 Byron St., East 
Boston, MA 02128.  In ac-
cordance with the CDC, 
Mass. Department of Pub-
lic Health, Archdiocese of 
Boston guidelines and local 
restrictions on gatherings 
and congregations due to 
COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the immedi-
ate family privately. If you 
have any questions or would 
like to express your condo-
lences please contact the fu-
neral home during normal 
business hours or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall. Ralph will 
be laid to rest at Woodlawn 
Cemetery, Everett.

Annette Marion Nazzaro
Of East Boston

Annette Marion (Ferri-
no) Nazzaro of East Boston 
passed away peacefully in 
her 101st year. 

The beloved wife of the 
late Clarence Nazzaro and 
Daniel Trotto, she was the 
devoted mother of Susan 
Curley and her husband, 
Stephen of Marblehead and 
Donna Trotto of Stoneham; 
dear sister of the Hon.  Jo-
seph Ferrino, Esq. and 
the late Dr. Peter Ferrino 
M.D.  She is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

In accordance with the 
guidelines and local re-
strictions on gatherings 
and congregations due to 
COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences, please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 

message for the family on 
the tribute wall www.ruggi-
eromh.com. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial donations may be made 
to support Grace Federated 
Church Food Pantry and 
their effort to support fam-
ilies of East Boston particu-
larly during the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Donations may 
be sent to Grace Federated 
Church  760 Saratoga St., 
East Boston, MA ATTN: 
Food Pantry Memorial Do-
nation for Annette Nazzaro.

Brian Crawford
Former East Boston Little League and Pop 

Warner Coach

Funeral Services were 
held privately due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 (Coro-
navirus) pandemic, for Bri-
an R. Crawford, 51, who 
died on Sunday, April 19 at 
the Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston due to 
multi organ failure, 

Brian was a lifelong East 
Boston resident. He was 
educated in Boston Public 
Schools and was a grad-
uate of East Boston High 
School, Class of 1986. 

Brian worked for Com-
cast as a customer service 
representative for approx-
imately 10 years before 
health issues resulted in 
his no longer being able to 
work. 

One of Brian’s passions 
was coaching kids. He was 
a longtime East Boston Lit-
tle League Coach and East 
Boston Pop Warner Foot-
ball.   Brian was “Eastie 
Proud”, and coaching was 
his way to give back to his 
community. He also loved 
being with his family and 
friends.

The beloved son of Celia 
(LoRusso) Plagenza and her 
husband, Joseph Plagen-
za of East Boston and the 
late Joseph R. Crawford, he 
was the devoted husband of 
Cheryl A. (Borrelli) Craw-
ford of East Boston, loving 
father of Joshua R. Craw-

ford of East Boston, Peter P. 
Penney and his wife, Mel-
anie of Revere, Daniel A. 
Penney of Bangor, ME and 
Stefanie M. Penney of Re-
vere, cherished grandfather 
of Michael Penney and dear 
brother of Maria Crawford 
and Robert Crawford, both 
of East Boston. He is also 
lovingly survived by sever-
al nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces, grandnephews and 
by many former players and 
friends. 

Remembrances may be 
made to Massachusetts 
Association for Mental 
Health, 50 Federal Street, 
6th Floor, Boston, MA 
02110. To send online con-
dolences, please visit www.
vertuccioandsmith.com. 
Funeral Arrangements un-
der the care and direction 
of the Vertuccio & Smith, 
Home for Funerals.

Antonio Moscato
Of Revere

Antonio Moscato of Re-
vere died on April 26 at the 
age of 88.  

Born in Mirabella, Ita-
ly on June 13, 1931 to the 
late Michele and Anton-
ina Moscato, he was the 
beloved husband of the 
late Julia (Caruso) Mos-
cato.   He was preceded in 
death by his loving daugh-
ter, Ann Longo and son, 
Michael Moscato. He was 
the cherished grandfather of Michael Longo of Re-

vere, dear brother of Phyllis 
Moscato and her late hus-
band, Mario of Wakefield, 
Joe Moscato and his late 
wife, Rosamond of Revere, 
Sandra Terramagra and her 
husband, Louis of North 
Andover and the late Lena 
Grassa and is also survived 
by many loving nieces and 
nephews. 

In accordance with the 
CDC’s current restric-
tions on gatherings due to 
Covid-19,  all services will 
be held privately. Interment 
Holy Cross Cemetery.   In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Alzhei-
mer’s Association, 309 Wa-
verley Oaks Rd, Waltham, 
MA 02452.  For guest book 
please visit  www.buonfi-
glio.com. 

Serafina Spera
Of East Boston

Serafina Spera of East 
Boston, formerly of Italy, 
passed away on Thursday, 
April 23. 

She was the beloved wife 
for 63 years of Pietroange-
lo “Peter” Spera, devoted 
mother of twin daughters, 
Teresa and Rita Spera of 
East Boston and the late 
Henry Spera, dear sister of 
the late Lena Damiano and 
Maria Iocca and cherished 
grandmother of Adriana, 
Marc and Ashley. 

Serafina will be laid to 
rest at Ridgelawn Ceme-
tery, Watertown.

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 

will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall www.ruggi-
eromh.com.  

Anthony Cartolano
No one loved Boston as much as he did

Anthony “Sonny” Car-
tolano of East Boston, 
formerly of the West End, 
passed away on April, 23. 

He was the beloved 
husband of the late Claire 
(Martignetti) Cartolano, 
devoted father of Michael 
and his wife, June of Sa-
lem NH, loving brother 
of Michael of Medford, 
Marie “Mela” Matranga 
of Tewksbury and the late 
Joseph, Angelina and Jose-
phine, cherished brother in 
law of Maria Palazzolo and 
Elaine Petrucci and adored 
grandfather of Anthony, 
Gina Marie and e is also 
survived by many loving 
nieces and nephews. 

City by the Sea. No one 
loved Boston as much as 
our grandfather. He grew 
up in the West End where 
the Mass General is locat-
ed today. Anthony enjoyed 
50’s music and dancing 
while growing up. In the 
70’s and 80’s, many people 
in town knew him as Tony 
the Jeweler. Later in life, he 
took a retirement job work-
ing for Old Town Trolley. 
Many tourists would come 
in and ask questions about 
Boston. 

When we were grow-
ing up, he would take us 
into Boston and show us 
around the various histori-
cal sites. We miss that. RIP 
Papa  Sonny Cartolano, the 

city will miss you. 
Anthony will be laid to 

rest in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery with his beloved wife 
Claire. May they rest in 
peace.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial donations in An-
thony’s name can be made 
to  The West End Museum 
150 Staniford Street Suite 
7, Boston, MA 02114 or go 
to  https://thewestendmuse-
um.org/support/donate/ 

In accordance with the 
guidelines and local re-
strictions on gatherings 
and congregations due to 
COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 
617-569-0990 or leave a 
message for the family on 
the tribute wall www.ruggi-
eromh.com.     

Lucy DiDonato
Lifelong East Boston resident

Lucy DiDonato, 98, a 
lifelong resident of East 
Boston, passed away from 
complications of Covid-19 
on April 20.  

Born on July 27, 1921 
to the late Giuseppe and 
Carmela DiDonato (for-
merly of Torre del Greco, 
Italy), she was the beloved 
sister of Camille D’Amico 
of East Boston and the late 
Louis DiDonato of Boca 
Raton, Florida, Philip of 
East Boston, Ralph of Med-
ford, Albert of Lake Worth, 
Florida, Vincent of Stone-
ham and Margaret Ferul-
lo of East Boston.  Lucy 
is also survived by loving 

nieces and nephews, cous-
ins and friends.  

A celebration of life will 
be held at a future date.

Vazza Funeral Home
www.vazzafunerals.com.

In Memoriam
May 5, 2005-May 5, 2019
15th Year Anniversary

ALBERT 
SACRAMONE

"ALBIE"

Miss You!
Love -

Sons, Grandchildren, 
Nieces & Sister
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$80 Billion. That’s how much money Federal Student Aid awards each year in grants, 

low-interest loans and work-study to students in colleges, trade schools and professional schools.

You and your family may be eligible. So go online and learn how Federal Student Aid, part of the U.S. 

Department of Education, can help you begin to realize your dream of an education after high school.

www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov  |   1-800-4-FED-AID

The most costly education
Is the one not begun

OBITUARIES
All obituaries and death notices 

will be at a cost of 
$100.00 per paper.  

That includes photo.
Please send to 

obits@reverejournal.com
or call 781-485-0588

OBITUARIES

Giovanni Carullo
Will be remembered for his compassion, 

warm heart and big smile 

Giovanni Carullo of 
Medford passed peace-
fully from this life due to 
the novel Coronavirus on 
Thursday, April 23 at the 
age of 87. 

Giovanni was born 
in  Orsogna, Italy on De-
cember 23, 1933, the oldest 
of two children of the late 
Nicolo and Concette Carul-
lo. 

  Giovanni grew up in 
Orsogna and narrowly es-
caped death at the hands of 
the Nazis when they invad-
ed his village. 

After the war ended, he 
left Italy to work in Amer-
ica for a few years. He re-
turned to Italy and married 
Maria Antonelli. Shortly 
after Maria and Giovanni 
married, Giovanni became 
a citizen of the United 
States. Together, Giovanni 
and Maria had two daugh-
ters.  

Giovanni became a 
member of the Local 
Union 22 and worked in 
construction as a brick lay-
er. Initially, Giovanni and 
Maria raised their family 
in the North End of Boston. 
Through his hard work, 
Giovanni was able to move 
his family into a two-fami-
ly home in Medford. 

Giovanni was proud 
of his major construc-
tion projects in the City 
of Boston, including the 
John Hancock Building 
and Mystic River Bridge 
among others. 

After a long career of 
hard work, Giovanni retired 
and was able to enjoy life, 
traveling the world, and 
spending time with family 
and friends. Giovanni was 
a world traveler, owning 
vacation homes in  Fran-
cavilla  al Mare, Italy and 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

Giovanni enjoyed bowl-
ing, shuffleboard, play-
ing cards, bocce, cooking, 
gardening,and dancing. 
He made his own home-
made wine and enjoyed 
eating prosciutto, strawber-
ry shortcake, pasta and all 
other Italian food. 

He was a member 
of the Orsogna Plaza 
in Everett. He enjoyed 
dancing in Wonderland 
Ballroom.    Most of all, 
Giovanni deeply loved his 
family. 

Giovanni was the lov-
ing father of Tina Anzuoni 
and her husband, Stephen 
Anzuoni of Winthrop 
and Marisa Russo and 
her husband, Philip Rus-
so of Wakefield. He was 
the proud grandfather of 
Danielle Ludwig and her 
husband, Mark Ludwig, 
Nicole Anzuoni, Philip 
Russo, Gabrielle Russo and 
Alexander Anzuoni and 
adored great grandfather of 
Giovanna, Alessandra, and 
Marco Ludwig. 

He will be most remem-
bered for his compassion, 
warm heart, and the big 
smile he always wore on 
his face.  

In accordance with the 
CDC, Mass. Department of 
Public Health, Archdiocese 
of Boston guidelines and 
local restrictions on gather-
ings and congregations due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held for the imme-
diate family privately. If 
you have any questions or 
would like to express your 
condolences please contact 
the funeral home during 
normal business hours 617-
569-0990 or for more info 
and to leave a message for 
the family on the tribute 
wall  www.ruggieromh.
com. Giovanni will be laid 
to rest in Holy Cross Cem-
etery with his beloved wife 
Maria. May they rest in 
peace.  

The National Consumers 
League (NCL), the nation’s 
oldest consumer and work-
er advocacy organization, is 
demanding that the federal 
government put its support 
behind massive COVID-19 
test production and, as 
quickly as is feasible, put in 
place a testing protocol for 
every citizen so that Ameri-
ca can get back to work.

“There are calls across 
the country to reopen busi-
nesses; we understand and 
share that frustration,” said 
NCL Executive Director 
Sally Greenberg. “Howev-
er, as we are currently not 
allowing tests for people 
who are asymptomatic—
and because 25 percent  of 
people who carry the virus 
don’t show symptoms—
doing so would be reckless. 
It’s a Catch-22. Until ev-
eryone is tested, we can’t 
send symptom-free people 
back into the world. So the 
government’s first order of 
business must include giv-
ing America’s labs and drug 
companies the goal and the 
means to produce rapid-re-
sponse testing for every 
American within the next 
month.”

NCL has laid out the fol-
lowing recommendations:

•Meet the need for test-
ing in clinics and doctors’ 
offices

The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
must oversee the process 
of improving techniques 
and reliable, accurate test 
production.  Many labs are 
working on this, addressing 
the immediate need for care 
providers to have enough, 
high-quality tests.

“The Senate has voted 
to include $25 billion for 
the clinical labs that make 
the tests in the next COVID 
legislative package” said 
Greenberg. “That is wel-
come news because states 
cannot do this alone; they 
end up competing against 
each other for tests and oth-
er supplies.”

As Maryland Governor 
Larry Hogan (R-MD) said 
this week, “Every gover-
nor in America has been 

pushing and fighting and 
clawing to get more tests, 
not only from the federal 
government, but from ev-
ery private lab in America 
and from across the world. 
It’s nowhere where it needs 
to be.” Virginia Governor 
Ralph Northam (D-VA) 
noted that the President’s 
claims that the country has 
enough tests for the virus 
are “delusional.”

Clearly, quality is para-
mount. The serious stum-
bles  at such premier in-
stitutions as the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) can-
not continue. “The federal 
government must continue 
to support and expand the 
production of quality tests, 
and at capacity to meet the 
current needs of care pro-
viders,” said Greenberg.

•Universal testing
As stated above, though, 

in order to get people back 
out to restart the economy, 
we cannot only test those 
who show serious symp-
toms and go to care provid-
ers to get tested. We must 
develop tests that can be 
self-administered, and in 
adequate numbers so that 
each person can test for 
COVID before leaving the 
home on any given day.

“Millions of workers 
have to take drug tests ev-
ery day to keep their jobs; 
those tests are rapid-re-
sponse. Consumers can 
buy rapid response tests for 
strep throat and pregnancy,” 
said Greenberg. “Those are 
approved FDA products 
that are tested for accuracy 
and safety. We must get to a 
rapid response COVID-19 
home test as soon as possi-
ble.”

In order to determine 
who has COVID-19 and 
should be quarantined, ev-
ery American must be able 
to test for the virus on a reg-
ular basis. Those who test 
positive, with or without 
symptoms, go into quaran-
tine for 14 days, as do the 
people in that individual’s 
household. Those who test 
negative are cleared to go 
out in the world to get the 

trains running again. This 
would call for hundreds of 
millions of tests to enable 
on-going testing, as it is the 
only path forward at this 
time.

And the technology is 
not “pie-in-the-sky.” The 
FDA has already approved 
one home-test kit, though it 
requires lab analysis. And 
BARDA/HHS has  funded 
another company  to de-
velop “a rapid antigen and 
antibody diagnostic to iden-
tify current or past SARS-
CoV-2 infections in 60 sec-
onds.” We are on the road.

•Antibody testing
While it’s not clear how 

long antibodies create 
immunity,  there is a be-
lief  that they at least do so 
for the short-term. So the 
next step would be to pro-
vide serology testing for 
people who test negative 
for COVID-19, using only 
tests approved by the FDA 
to ensure quality and accu-
racy. To date,  the FDA has 
approved only four tests of 
the many available, but this 
is an important start.

Those who are deter-
mined to have a sufficient 
level of antibodies should 
be cleared to go back to 
work, while still wearing 
masks and gloves until sci-
ence has confirmed deci-
sively that antibodies create 
immunity. If the individuals 
don’t have antibodies, they 
would be advised to stay 
home, but could be cleared 
to go back to work so long 
as they test every day be-
fore heading out.

•Contact tracing
Everyone who tests posi-

tive reaches out to everyone 
they’ve had contact with 
and those people test for 
COVID-19. Anyone then 
testing positive goes into 
quarantine, and the process 
repeats.

•Use technology to 
self-surveil

Finally, we need a sys-
tem for uploading test re-
sults each day to our phones 
– like the bar codes we use 
to board an airplane – or to 
carry evidence that we have 
taken the test, have anti-

bodies to COVID-19, and 
can work or otherwise go 
out.  Enforcement would be 
a new challenge, given our 
commitment to civil lib-
erties, but one that we can 
certainly work out.

•Longer term: Vaccinate
In a year or more, when a 

vaccine arrives, 95 percent 
of Americans will need to 
be vaccinated to achieve 
herd immunity and wide-
spread protection.

“Our nation has the 
know-how and manufac-
turing infrastructure to pro-
duce the millions of tests 
needed to determine wheth-
er someone has the virus,” 
said Greenberg. “But due to 
lack of leadership at the top, 
our testing capacity is still, 
several months after the 
outbreak, extremely limit-
ed. To date only 3.3 million 
people have been tested, 
according to the COVID 
Tracking Project. That’s 
about 1 percent of the pop-
ulation. That is simply not 
enough.”

NCL is demanding that 
the Federal government re-
spond to the current nation-
al Coronavirus emergency 
as President Roosevelt re-
sponded to World War II, 
and challenge Americans 
to “harness the efficient 
machinery of America’s 
manufacturers” to fight the 
pandemic.

“We need that call to 
action now, to challenge 
America’s labs and drug 
companies with the goal 
of producing testing for 
every American within the 
next month. Federal health 
care agencies including 
CDC, National Institutes 
of Health (NIH), and FDA 
should be their partners, 
and this should be a shared 
cost,” said Greenberg. “In 
the midst of the worst un-
employment numbers ever 
seen in American history, 
and with millions of busi-
nesses having their exis-
tence threatened, we need 
federal leadership, exper-
tise, and financial support 
to make this happen, and 
we need it now.”

Pioneering consumer-worker organization demands 
massive COVID-19 testing production, universal testing

The MBTA announced 
that the RIDE paratransit 
service will temporarily al-
low customers to book trips 
for their personal care atten-
dants (PCAs) in an effort to 
best support their ADA-eli-
gible customers during the 
COVID-19 situation. 

“This change will al-
low the MBTA to main-
tain a vital link between 
RIDE customers and their 
PCAs,” said MBTA Gen-
eral Manager Steve Poftak. 
“As we actively monitor 
the COVID-19 situation, 
we will continue to make 
necessary service changes 
that meet the travel needs 
of both those who are es-
sential to combating this 
virus, and, where we can, 
the needs of those who are 
the most vulnerable among 

us.”
A PCA is defined as an 

individual that provides 
assistance in performing 
Activities of Daily Living 
(ADLs). ADLs include, but 
are not limited to, mobility, 
bathing/grooming, dress-
ing/undressing, passive 
range-of-motion exercises, 
taking medications, eating, 
and toileting. Allowing 
these bookings ensures that 
RIDE customers continue 
to receive the same level of 
daily support they need to 
live independent and safe 
lives.

This update is in addition 
to other temporary RIDE 
measures already in effect 
meant to protect the health 
and safety of T workers and 
customers, and preserve 
services for those who must 

travel for essential purpos-
es. Other temporary RIDE 
updates include  the elim-
ination of shared RIDE 
trips, temporarily extend-
ing RIDE eligibility and 
postponing eligibility ap-
pointments, adjustments to 
booking windows, updates 
to subscriptions, and a re-
duction in transfer trips. 
More information on these 
temporary updates can be 
found at mbta.com/theride.

In order to book trav-
el for their PCA, RIDE 
customers should call 
the RIDE Access Center 
(TRAC) at 844-427-7433 
and inform the agent that 
the trip is for their PCA. 
RIDE customers will need 
to provide the PCA’s name, 
address, and service needs. 
PCA trips may only be to or 

from the RIDE customer’s 
home address. RIDE cus-
tomers can pay for the PCA 
trip out of the RIDE cus-
tomer’s account with PCAs 
also able to deposit funds 
into a RIDE customer’s ac-
count by calling 888-844-
0355. The cost of the PCA 
trip is equal to traditional 
RIDE fares. Customers will 
receive their night-prior 
call back from the RIDE 
and customers should let 
their PCAs know of their 
pick-up time. Arrival noti-
fications will also go to the 
customer’s phone number.

RIDE service for cus-
tomer trips will remain the 
priority. As such, trips for 
PCAs will be fulfilled only 
as capacity allows.

MBTA’s RIDE offering transit services to personal care attendants

The Massachusetts De-
partment of Transportation 
(MassDOT) is announcing 
that there will be reduced 
lighting in the Ted Williams 
Tunnel (TWT) eastbound 
and westbound in Boston. 
This essential work began 
on Sunday, April 26, at 
11 p.m., and will continue 
through to Saturday, May 
2, at 11 p.m. This is criti-
cal lighting maintenance in 
preparation of an extensive 
lighting replacement to be-
gin later this month.

Lights in the left lane, 
eastbound and westbound, 
will be turned off during 

this time frame. Lighting in 
the right lanes will function 
as usual.   Drivers are ad-
vised to keep lights on for 
safety.

Appropriate signage, 
law enforcement details, 
and advanced message 
boards will be in place to 
guide drivers through the 
work area.

Drivers who are travel-
ing through the area should 
use caution.

All scheduled work  
may be impacted due to 
an emergency or other un-
planned situations.

MassDOT schedules tunnel lighting 
maintenance in Ted Williams Tunnel

Please visit eastietimes.com

Yvonne (D’Amato) 
Brown of Revere died on 
April 25 at the age of 82.

Yvonne retired from the 
Armed Services YMCA 
business office in Charles-
town where she worked 
with members of the mili-
tary. Yvonne was always a 
role model and mentor for 
all of us throughout our 
lives, an example of how 
one should live their life.  
She showed us how to be 
a daughter, a sister, a wife, 
a mother, grandmother, 
caregiver and great grand-
mother. The memory of her 
infectious laugh echoed 
through the room and is 
forever in our hearts. We 
will miss her, but she left 
us all richer by her exam-
ple.  We love you!

Born in East Boston on  
May 12, 1937 to the late 
Walter and Betty D’Am-
ato, she was the beloved 
wife of the late Richard 
Brown, devoted mother of 
Thomas Falzarano and his 
wife, Deborah of Glouces-
ter, Louis Falzarano and 
Debbie Baker of Revere 
and Jane Pedersen and her 
husband, Rob of Hampton, 

VA; adored  stepmother to 
Debbie Brown of Melrose 
and the late Danine Mar-
shall; dear sister of Leila  
Stockberger of Warwick, 
RI and Edward D’Amato 
and his wife, Thuy of Re-
vere and cherished grand-
mother of 16.   She is also 
survived by 17 loving great 
grandchildren and by many 
nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends.

In accordance with the 
CDC’s current restric-
tions on  gatherings due 
to COVID-19, all services 
will be held privately. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may  be made to  www.
copdfoundation.org  For 
guestbook please visit   
www.buonfiglio.com.

Yvonne Brown
She was a role model and example of how 

one should live life
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     

    
     
  


   
  
  


    
  
    
  
 

   
   
   


             
    
  


      
    
  


   
        
    
 

                
  
   


     
     
            


All real estate advertising in this  
newspaper is subject to the Federal 

Fair Housing Act of 1968, which 
makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-

gion, sex, handicap, familial status 
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any inten-
tion to make any such preference, 

limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly 

accept any advertising for real 
estate that is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are hereby 

informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail-

able on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain about discrimi-

nation call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 

“ HUD” toll-free at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD 

at 617-565-5308. The toll free 
number for the hearing impaired 

is 1-800-927-9275.

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/ 
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

Special to the Times

Massachusetts had 
80,153 individuals file an 
initial claim for unemploy-
ment insurance from April 
12 to April 18. This repre-
sented a decrease of 22% 
over the previous week as 
most of the workers who 
have been laid off as a re-
sult of work closures re-
lated to COVID-19 have 
already filed claims in the 
previous weeks. 

In the previous work, 
from April 5 to April 11, 
Massachusetts had 102,828 
individuals file an initial 
claim for unemployment 
insurance. This also repre-
sented a decrease, at that 
time 26% over the previous 
week.

Since March 15, a total 
of 651,457 initial claims 
were filed.

As in last week, Retail 
Trade with 12,669, Food 
and Accommodation at 
9,564, and Health and So-
cial Assistance with 9,249 
continued to show the larg-
est number of initial claims 
filed this week. Since 
March 15, Food and Ac-
commodation, Retail Trade, 
and Health and Social As-
sistance accounted for over 

41% of all initial claims 
filed at 16.8%, 12.8% and 
11.8%, respectively.

Currently, the Depart-
ment of Unemployment 
Assistance (DUA) is pay-
ing unemployment bene-
fits to nearly 400,000 peo-
ple. Over the last month, 
the customer service staff 

at DUA has grown from 
around 50 employees to 
nearly 1000. The remote 
customer service operation 
is now making over 20,000 
individual contacts per day 
and DUA continues to host 
daily unemployment town 
halls, held in both English 
and Spanish, which have 

been attended by near-
ly 200,000 constituents. 
This week, Massachusetts 
launched Pandemic Un-
employment Assistance 
(PUA) for groups like the 
self-employed, becoming 
one of the first states in the 
country to begin providing 
financial assistance to those 

not traditionally eligible for 
unemployment compen-
sation. In just the first few 
days of the program launch, 
DUA has already received 
over 200,000 PUA appli-
cations  (going forward, 
total PUA related claims 
data for the previous week 
will be released on Thurs-

day mornings at mass.gov/
lwd.) Due to DUA’s previ-
ous efforts to migrate their 
systems to the cloud, the 
first unemployment agen-
cy in the country to do so, 
the unemployment online 
platforms have maintained 
functionality throughout 
the surge in demand.

Weekly initial unemployment claims down for the second week
IInndduussttrryy  WWeeeekk  EEnnddiinngg  

44//1111  
WWeeeekk  EEnnddiinngg  44//1188  CChhaannggee  %%  CChhaannggee  

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and 
Hunting 

393 281 -112 -28.5% 

Mining 25 13 -12 -48.0% 
Utilities 85 82 -3 -3.5% 

Construction 7,881 4,754 -3,127 -39.7% 
Manufacturing 5,896 5,065 -831 -14.1% 

Wholesale Trade 4,618 3,709 -909 -19.7% 
Retail Trade 15,534 12,669 -2,865 -18.4% 

Transportation & Warehouse 3,362 3,292 -70 -2.1% 
Information 1,480 1,336 -144 -9.7% 

Finance & Insurance 735 536 -199 -27.1% 
Real Estate 1,370 1,040 -330 -24.1% 

Professional and Technical Services 5,567 4,359 -1,208 -21.7% 
Management of Companies 715 486 -229 -32.0% 

Administrative & Waste Services 5,863 4,956 -907 -15.5% 
Education 2,283 1,653 -630 -27.6% 

Health & Social Assistance 12,597 9,249 -3,348 -26.6% 
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation 2,206 1,777 -429 -19.4% 

Food & Accommodation 12,634 9,564 -3,070 -24.3% 
Other Services 6,971 5,383 -1,588 -22.8% 

Public Administration 1,425 1,244 -181 -12.7% 
Information Not Available 11,188 8,705 -2,483 -22.2% 

Staff Report

  On Monday, the MB-
TA’s Fiscal and Man-
agement Control Board 
approved a contract amend-
ment regarding the Public 
Private Partnership agree-
ment involving the T and 
the consortium Cubic | John 
Liang – rolling out the new 
fare collection system that 
has been anticipated since 
2018.

This action marks a sig-
nificant step toward im-
plementing the revised 
transformative initiative 
approved by the Fiscal 
and Management Control 
Board (FMCB) in Decem-
ber 2019, locking in an 
achievable and enforceable 
schedule while procuring 
new technology that will 
that will allow the system to 
adapt to future changes in 
ridership and to implement 
new kinds of fare options. 

The amended contract 
totals $935.4 million, in-
cluding both the full cap-

ital cost of the system and 
a 10-year stream of oper-
ations and maintenance 
payments.  Although this 
represents an increase of 
$212.1 million in project 
costs compared to the con-
tract approved in 2018, the 
new fare collection system 
remains cost-effective and 
is projected to collect over 
$8 billion in fare revenue 
during its first ten years of 
operation.

This amendment, which 
strengthens the original 
2018 AFC 2.0 contract, en-
ables the MBTA to achieve 
all the original goals of the 
project under a new ap-
proach. Based on feedback 
from customers, advocates, 
and policy makers, the new 
approach will result in cus-
tomer-focused upgrades 
to the existing and future 
systems.  In addition, this 
board action reestablishes 
key milestones, includes 
new provisions that reduce 
the T’s construction risks, 
and allows the system to 

account for future changes 
within the payment indus-
try.  

“Under this program re-
set, we’ll be able to deliver 
one system that can be used 
across all modes that meets 
the needs of our customers 
today, and has the ability to 
adapt to future needs,” said 
MBTA General Manager 
Steve Poftak. “Especially 
in light of recent chang-
es to daily life caused by 
COVID-19, it’s more im-
portant than ever to move 
toward a dynamic system 
with contactless options 
that can withstand major 
changes to conditions that 
would otherwise under-
mine a legacy system of 
fare collection.”

The amended contract 
is only one part of a com-
prehensive Fare Transfor-
mation initiative that will 
ensure that customers be-
gin to see improvements in 
fare collection over the next 
year, including the ability to 
obtain CharlieCards more 

easily and the elimination of 
the cash/ticket surcharge in 
2021, so that CharlieTicket 
and cash fares will be the 
same as CharlieCard fares.

Under the phased ap-
proach and in the short 
term, Fare Transformation 
will result in improvements 
that include:

•The ability to pay for a 
trip on all Zone 1A stations 
on the Fairmount Commut-
er Rail Line with a Charlie-
Card;

•Deploying fare vend-
ing machines that dispense 
CharlieCards;

•All-door boarding on 
MBTA buses and surface 
stops along the Green Line;

•Integrating ferries and 
the entire Commuter Rail 
network into the Charlie-
Card system.

This amendment also al-
lots more time for both test-
ing and installation of the 
new system and customer 
migration. Working with 
stakeholders, the program 
reset establishes a more ro-

bust, thoughtful network of 
retail sales outlets and fare 
vending machines centered 
on the needs of T custom-
ers. In conjunction with 
that process, the MBTA has 
committed to a significant 
increase in the total number 
of vending machines to en-
sure adequate access.

“Critical to this project’s 
success is outreach, and the 
level of engagement we’ve 
received indicates just how 
important the future of 
MBTA fare collection is to 
our customers,” said Ron 
Renaud, Chief Transforma-
tion Officer. “Thanks to the 
feedback, we are now on a 
course to provide improve-
ments to our existing sys-
tem, and ultimately, deliver 
a project that is even more 
focused on the needs of our 
customers.”

While the MBTA’s exist-
ing fare collection system 
collected approximately 
$671.7 million in FY19, 
the aging system requires 
substantial maintenance 

and upgrades and cannot 
support the kinds of fare 
options that customers have 
requested.

The new technology pro-
vided by the Public Private 
Partnership offers reliabili-
ty of equipment, readily ac-
cessible payment technol-
ogy, and flexibility in fares 
and programs to further en-
hance access and equity for 
the MBTA ridership of the 
future. 

In 2018, the FMCB au-
thorized the original con-
tract to include $356.8 
million in payments for the 
capital cost of the new sys-
tem and a ten-year stream 
of operations and mainte-
nance payments totaling 
$366.5 million for a total 
cost of $723.3 million. The 
revised contract approved 
today includes $723.3 mil-
lion for the capital cost and 
a reduced ten-year stream 
of $212.1 million in opera-
tions and maintenance pay-
ments, for a total of $935.4 
million.

 MBTA fare transformation program advances with approval of amendment

The Justices of the Su-
preme Judicial Court and 
the Massachusetts Board of 
Bar Examiners (BBE) last 
week announced a plan for 
the Massachusetts Bar Ex-
amination to proceed amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and an expanded opportu-
nity for graduates to appear 
in court under the student 
practice rule. 

The plan for the bar ex-
amination outlines three el-
ements:

•The bar exam will be 
conducted using the Uni-
form Bar Examination 
(UBE) on September 30 
and October 1, if that exam 
can be conducted safely, 
with social distancing in 
place for all examinees. 

•If the UBE cannot be 
conducted safely in-person, 
an alternative exam will be 
administered remotely and 

will grant admission only 
to the bar of Massachu-
setts. In that event, the BBE 
will work to ensure that the 
exam will be similar in con-
tent to the subjects tested on 
the UBE, so that students 
who have been preparing 
for the UBE will not need 
to make major adjustments 
in preparing for the Massa-
chusetts only exam. 

•Regardless of whether 
the September 30 and Octo-
ber 1 bar exam is the UBE 
or a Massachusetts only 
exam, the BBE will work 
to expedite the grading of 
the exam and its character 
and fitness investigations so 
that law school graduates 
will have results by mid-to-
late December. Admission 
to the bar will be postponed 
by only eight weeks -- 
from the week of Novem-
ber 16-20, 2020, when the 

bar admission ceremonies 
were going to be held, to 
the week of January 11-15, 
2021, when they will now 
be held. If an applicant has 
a pressing need to be admit-
ted in late December, the 
applicant can arrange with  
the Clerk of the Supreme 
Judicial Court for Suffolk 
County to be sworn-in, re-
ducing the delay to only 
five or six weeks.

The Justices also  issued 
an order  removing a time 
restriction applying to stu-
dents appearing in court 
under Supreme Judicial 
Court Rule 3:03. For those 
students who are most like-
ly to need to appear in court 
before they can be sworn 
in, who are generally those 
who have or will obtain em-
ployment with a district at-
torney, CPCS, a state legal 
office, or a legal services 

provider, and who have yet 
to obtain the SJC Rule 3:03 
certification necessary to 
do so, the order will permit 
them to obtain such certi-
fication at any time before 
graduation.

On April 22, Supreme 
Judicial Court Chief Justice 
Ralph D. Gants sent a letter 
to law school deans outlin-
ing the plan. The Supreme 
Judicial Court also pre-
pared  information for law 
school graduates  outlining 
the plan and the temporary 
expansion of SJC Rule 
3:03.

The BBE is established 
by G.L. c. 221 §§35 & 36 
to evaluate the qualifica-
tions of persons seeking 
admission to the bar of the 
Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts.

Plan for law school graduates announced
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$80 Billion. That’s how much money Federal Student Aid awards each year in grants, 

low-interest loans and work-study to students in colleges, trade schools and professional schools.

You and your family may be eligible. So go online and learn how Federal Student Aid, part of the U.S. 

Department of Education, can help you begin to realize your dream of an education after high school.

www.FederalStudentAid.ed.gov  |   1-800-4-FED-AID

The most costly education
Is the one not begun

Now You can be 
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7,000 COPIES
4-COLOR
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781-485-0588 ext. 103:Maureen   106:Peter   101:Deb   110:Kathy   125:Sioux
Reading on a Screen?? Click on Your Rep’s name to start sending them an email! 

With our 
STICKY NOTE
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Schedules, Coupons, Sales, 

Announcements, Programs and more!
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3-inch-by-3-inch Sticky Note
Req. 3-week advance placement

East Boston
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Wednesday, February 13, 2019

SALE PENDING

SOLD

CALL TODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!      617.569.6044      CENTURY21MARIO.COM 

123 FALCON ST #4 EAST BOSTON
Reduced! Modern 2BR & 2.5BA 

townhouse with 2 CAR PARKING!  
Three levels of living plus private yard.  

$564,900 | #123F

301 SARATOGA ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Luxury 2BR/2BA condo.  Private 

outdoor space.  Master Bedroom with 
en-suite.  Steps to Airport T, Bremen 

Street Park, and Restaurants.  
$589,900 | #301S

50 PUTNAM ST #2 EAST BOSTON  
Last unit left in this stunning Eagle Hill 

condominium conversion.  Modern 
amenities include NEST, quartz coun-

ters, and Central Air.  
$429,900 | #50P

36 LAMBERT STREET REVERE
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-2

4+ Bedroom home over two 
levels of living space.  Brand 

new kitchen with granite 
counters stainless steel appli-
ances and hardwood floors.  

Open concept kitchen/
dining/living.  Finished lower 

level and garage parking too! $484,900

73 BROADWAY #2 CHELSEA 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Brand new renovation com-
pleted at this stunning 2BR 
& 2BA bi-level unit!  All the 

modern amenities you could 
want  (A/C, Quartz Counters, 

SS Appliances, and more).  
Private deck in waterfront loca-

tion.  $474,900 | #73B

477 MERIDIAN ST – EAST BOSTON  
Eagle Hill Three family with overlooking the 

Mystic River, Marina, and Tobin.  Penthouse unit 
was recently renovated.  Excellent investment 

opportunity.  Call for details  $999,900 | #477M

890 WINTHROP AVE #2 - REVERE 
Updated Two Bedroom, One Bath 

Condo with additional loft space in the 
Former St. Paul Episcopal Church

Granite Counters, H/W Floors - Incred-
ible Architectural Detail and Charm  

$429,900 | #890W

115 NAHANT ST #5 – LYNN
2 Bedroom condo with stunning water 
views!  Many recent updates include 

granite counters, SS appliances, H/W 
floors, and new windows plus private 

garage!  $232,000 | #115N

18 LINDEN STREET SOUTH BOSTON 
OPEN HOUSES SATURDAY & SUNDAY 12-2Telegraph Hill Single 

family that is beautifully 
renovated with 4 levels of 
living space overlooking 

Thomas Park.  
$979,900 | #18L

19-21 CLARK STREET MALDEN 
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 12-1:30

Excellent investment opportu-
nity!  3 bedrooms in each unit 
with tons of off-street parking.  
Great rental potentials.  Don’t 
miss out.  $739,900 | #19C

BOOK YOUR 
POST IT

Call Your 
Advertising Rep
(781)485-0588

617-569-0990 • Visit us at our website: www.RuggieroMH.com

971 Saratoga St., Orient Heights
East Boston

Ruggiero Family Memorial Home“Proud to welcome to our staff Mark Tauro, former owner and director of Rapino,          Kirby-Rapino Funeral Homes”• Ample Off Street Parking • Complimentary Valet Parking • NonsectarianTransportation To & From Visiting Hours For Family & Friends • Se Habla Espanol                       
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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HELP
WE NEED HOMES 

TO SELL!!
CALL US NOW!!

CHELSEA
2 Family 1st Floor has 2 levels w/2 baths, H/W Floors, Lg Lot, Lots of Parking Won’t 

Last! #106G $550’s

EAST BOSTON COMING SOONGorgeous 2Br 2 Bath Condos, H/W Floors, C/AC, Quartz, SS Bosch Appliances, Plus 
Garage Parking!
Call for Details!

WINTHROP - RENT
For Rent – Prime Center Loc. w/ Full Basement, 
Ideal for Retail, Medical, Day Care, $2,900/mo

Call for Details
Linda 617-306-9605

WINTHROP
Mixed Use Commercial Plus 3 Residential, 

6 Car Parking, Great for Investors! 
#130S $949,000

WINTHROP
Lovely 7 Rm, 3 Br, 2 Bath Home, H/W Floors, 

Mod Kitchen, F.P. 
Beautiful Detail, 

Easy walk to Beach 
& Shops! 

Won't Last 
$485,000

WINTHROP
Amazing 3 Br 2 Bath Home, Open Kitchen Liv-
ing Area w Cathedral Ceiling, Mod Kit/w Corian 

Counters SS Refrig. Fireplace LV Oversized 
finished basement, C/

AC, Deck with IG 
Pool Extremely well 

maintained home 
Must See! Won’t 
Last! $499,900

SALE PENDING

EAST BOSTON
ORIENT HEIGHTS

Location Location! Bungalow style 
1 family, 3 Brs Full Dr, H/W Floors, 

Gorgeous detail throughout

WINTHROP
Hard to Find! A Vacant lot (over 5,000 s.f.) with 

a foundation on it! Also has a 2 story garage.
 Great for Builders, or Make your own 

Dream home!  #455P $275K

EAST BOSTON 
GREENWAY LOCATION!

Mod 1 Br Condo, New kitchen, SS Appl, 
Quartz Counters! H/W Floors, Steps to T 

& Greenway! $329,900

SALE PENDING

REVERE - WEST
2 Family, Great Move in Condition! Custom 

Cabinets, New Bath, Roof, C/AC, H/W Floors, 
Quartz, SS Appl, Too Much to List! $629,000

• 100 Gal. Minimum  • 24 Hour Service
CALL FOR DAILY LOW PRICE

Per 
Gallon

$2.55  
Price subject 
to change 
without 
notice

TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 19th , 2018 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
OPEN

Monday, February 19th

President’s Day
9AM – 5PM

Thomas Boyan, Sr
Marie Butera
Richard Buttiglieri
Theresa Conte
Dr. Adrian Costanza
Dorothy Cordaro
Gerardo Iannuzzi
Patricia Muse
Paul Penta, Jr. 
Antonetta Salamone

Obituaries Pages 8 + 9

See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2

$1.5 MILLION FOR 
NORTHERN STRAND 
COMMUNITY TRAIL

The Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental 
Affairs has approved a $1.5 
million grant regarding the 
development of the Northern 
Strand Community Trail led 
by a Revere on the Move part-
ner organization, Bike to the 
Sea. 

Revere has a one-mile 
stretch in North Revere. The 
Northern Strand Community 
Trail has been in development 
for over 20 years. The North 
Revere segment is a major 
part in the project that creates 
a continuous 7.5-mile rail trail 
running from West Everett, 
through Malden and Revere 
to the Saugus River and soon 
into Lynn. The North Revere 
segment allows users to en-
joy spectacular views of the 
Rumney Marsh. 

The funding, awarded 
through the Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs’ (EEA) Gateway City 
Parks Program, enables the 
design of the trail, develop-
ment of bid-ready construc-
tion documents, and receipt 
of all necessary construction 
permits. When completed, the 
trail will span 10 miles and 

See DeLEO Page 3

REVERE RECREATION HOSTS PAINT 
& SKATE NIGHT AT CRONIN RINK

Joseph Arrigo was all smiles at the Revere Recreation Paint & Skate Night on Feb. 10 at the Cronin Skating Rink in Revere. Please see more photos on Page 10.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

For years the abutters of 
Route 1 have put up with the 
noise from millions of cars, 
and now some city councillors 
want to have Mayor Brian Ar-
rigo contact the MassDOT to 
install barriers along Route 1 
between Route 16 and Cope-
land Circle.

Ward 5 Councillor Charles 
Patch, Ward 4 Councillor 
Patrick Keefe and Ward 1 
Councillor Joanne McKen-
na teamed up on a motion at 
last last week’s council meet-
ing. Patch said he and the late 

Councillor Robert Haas Jr. 
tried to get barriers installed 
in 2011 and received no re-
sponse.

“We should get more re-
spect from the state and fed-
eral government,” Patch said..

Keefe noted that more af-
fluent communities are often 
granted sound barriers.

Ward 2 Councillor Ira No-
voselsky pointed out that Sau-
gus got barriers along Route 
1 installed along a new ball 
field.

“It’s a quality-of-life is-
sue,” he said.

Barriers are easily seen 
Have you ever had an idea 

for how you could make im-
provements to the Revere 
community? So have the ap-
plicants to the mini-grant pro-
grams hosted by Revere on 
the Move and the Alcohol, To-
bacco and Other Drugs Task 
Force; and this time, these 
ideas are going to become a 
reality.

Every year a group of Re-
vere residents and institution-
al leaders meet together to 
select the awardees of mini-
grants offered to the public 
through the community-led 
organizations, Revere on the 
Move and the Alcohol, Tobac-
co, and Other Drugs (ATOD) 

Task Force. Both the ATOD 
Task Force and Revere on the 
Move are initiatives of the 
MGH Revere CARES Coa-
lition. Revere on the Move 
is additionally co-led by the 
Healthy Community Initia-
tives Office at the City of Re-
vere.

This year over $20,000 
was awarded to fund ideas to 
make Revere a healthier place 
to work, to play, and to raise 
a family. The Revere on the 
Move mini-grant program 
offered $10,605 in funding 
for permanent changes, pro-
gram implementation, and 
youth-led projects that would 
help prevent or reduce obe-

sity in children and adults. 
The ATOD Task Force fund-
ed projects totaling $9,500 to 
reduce youth substance use, 
improve their mental health, 
and increase opportunities for 
positive youth engagement.

In addition to the mini-
grants already funded, Revere 
on the Move has extended 
their permanent change and 
program mini-grant appli-
cations to Sunday, March 4. 
Up to $1,395 is available for 
ideas that make it easier to 
eat healthy and be active for 
all. The application is open 

Revere's TND
receives $50,000
state grant for jobs

Special to The Journal

Monday morning the Bak-
er-Polito Administration 
awarded $500,000 to nine 
projects through the Urban 
Agenda Grant Program. The 
Revere arm of The Neigh-
borhood Developers (TND) 
was one group given $50,000 
in funding to help establish 
workforce development ser-
vices in Revere to support lo-
cal residents to acquire newly 
created jobs.

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito along 
with Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Jay 
Ash came to Revere City Hall 
to present the check to the 
Neighborhood Developers.

“Our administration under-
stands the importance of local 
leadership and its impact on 
the lives of residents,” said 
Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 
“The Urban Agenda Grant 
Program relies on the strong 
partnerships between local 
government, non-profits and 

the business community that 
are critical to fostering eco-
nomic success and building 
stronger neighborhoods in ev-
ery region in Massachusetts.”

Revere is rebuilding its 
economic and employment 
base by utilizing large-scale 
and high value assets includ-
ing Suffolk Downs, Wonder-
land, a soon-to-close NECCO 
plant, and the MassDevelop-
ment TDI Waterfront District.

The program seeks to un-
lock community-driven re-
sponses to local obstacles, 
and promote economic devel-
opment opportunities through 
partnership-building, problem 
solving, and shared account-
ability in urban centers. The 
competitive awards offer flex-
ible funding for local efforts 
that bring together commu-
nity stakeholders to pursue 
economic development ini-
tiatives. These awards will 
fund projects in Boston, Clin-

Real estate values continue to be strong in Revere

Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito, Ann Houston of The Neighborhood Developers, State Rep. RoseLee Vincent, Bob O' Brien of Revere Economic Department, Mayor Brian Arrigo and Secretary of Housing and Ecomonic Development  Jay Ash at the announcement of the Urban Agenda Grant Program on Monday morning in the Revere City Council Chambers.

By Sue Ellen Woodcock

The Revere real estate mar-
ket in 2017 was definitely a 
good one with higher prices 
for homes than in 2016, but 
a drop in the number of new 
listings, making home-buying 
an adventure.

“These are the highest pric-
es we’ve seen in the last eight 
years,” said Maureen Celata, 
owner/broker of MCelata Real 
Estate. “And 2018 is going to 
be another banner year. Inven-
tory is low now, but everyone 
is looking to the spring.”

According to figures from 
the Massachusetts Associa-
tion of Realtors, the median 
sales prices was $376,250, 
a 4.9 increase over prices in 
2016.

Homes also were also on 
the market 41 days, a 26.8 
percent increase over the 56 

days on the market in 2016.
The number of listings in 

2017 also dropped to 265, 
10.8 percent down from 297 
in 2016. The good news for 
sellers is that the original list-
ing price was matched 100 
percent of the time.

The condominium mar-
ket saw similar trends with 
the median sales price at 
$315,000, up 16.7 percent 
over 2016. Days on the mar-
ket also dropped from 67 in 
2016 to 47 days on the market

“Inventory is low now and 
everyone is looking toward 
the spring,” Celata said

The rental market is also 
strong with rents ranging from 
$1,200 to $3,000. Cleat noted 
that if someone is paying big 
rent they just might be capable 
of buying and taking advan-
tage of first-time homebuyers 
programs.

“2017 was a fantastic year 
to be in real estate,” said Joe 
Mario of Century 21 Ma-
rio Real Estate. “There’s a 
lot of confidence and equity 
in homes. For 35 years now 
it’s been positive. Now is the 
time to sell. Revere is getting 
the overflow from the Boston 
market and people are moving 
to Revere.

Mario said Revere is desir-
able because of its proximity 
to Boston, and it’s a hidden 
gem with a beautiful beach.

Mario is looking forward 
to the spring market, drawing 
from Boston and surrounding 
communities. He added that 
the Revere School system is 
also a draw for buyers.

“It all adds to the future 
growth of Revere,” he said.

See MINI GRANTS Page 3

See  TND GRANT , Page 3
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TRASH 
NOTICE

Due to the president's 
Day Holiday, on Monday, 
February 18th , 2019 Trash 
will be delayed by one day.
Capitol Waste Services, Inc.

Our Offices will be 
CLOSED

Monday, February 18th

in observance of
President’s Day

By John Lynds

At Monday night’s Jeffries 
Point Neighborhood Associa-
tion (JPNA) meeting, former 
longtime JPNA  Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani was honored 
by Mayor Martin Walsh, City 
Councilor Lydia Edwards, 
Rep. Adrian Madaro and the 
JPNA board. 

Walsh, along with JPNA 
Chair Mary Cole, presented 
Scalfani, one of the longest 
continuously serving mem-
bers of any East Boston com-
munity group board, with a 
golden gavel. 

“I just want to honor Re-

nee (Scalfani) who served as 
co-chair of the JPNA for the 
past 10 years,” said Walsh. 
“It is with great appreciation 
that we honor someone with 
her heart and soul who was 
truly the “Mayor” of Jeffries 
Point.”

As the neighborhood’s no-
table community groups like 
JPNA and Orient Heights 
have been taken over by new 
blood and newer community 
groups like Harbor View have 
emerged, Scalfani remained a 
fixture in Eastie’s community 
process for as long as anyone 
can remember. 

Longtime JPNA Co-Chair Renee Scalfani (third from right) honored by Mayor Martin Walsh, the JPNA board and Eastie’s elected officials during Monday night’s meeting. From left, Steve Gringas from Rep. Madaro’s office, JPNA’s Cindy Baxter, JPNA’s Dan Bailey, City Councilor Lydia Edwards, Renee Scalfani and JPNA’s Mary Cole. 

Former JPNA Co-Chair 
Renee Scalfani honored

By John Lynds

Environmentalists, activ-
ists, residents and elected 
officials on both sides of the 
Chelsea Creek are standing in 
solidarity in firm opposition 
against Eversource’s plan to 
place a substation at the City 
Yards in East Boston along 
the Chelsea Creek. 

Last week in Eastie, the 
state’s Energy Facility Siting 
Board (EFSB) held a pub-
lic meeting to discuss Ever-
source’s Notice of Project 
Change that moves the pro-
posed substation from the 

eastern corner of the City 
Yards in East Eagle Square 
to the western corner. The 
original location on the east-
ern portion of the city-owned 
parcel was approved by the 
EFSB last year. 

In its Notice of Project 
Change Eversource seeks ap-
proval to move the Substation 
190 feet to the western side of 
the City Yards lot. The scope 
of the upcoming meeting is 
limited to Eversource’s pro-
posed relocation of the sub-
station from its current site 
on the eastern side of the city 
parcel to its new proposed lo-
cation. 

Eversource said the two 
115-kV transmission lines 
that would connect to the sub-
station would no longer be 
routed along Condor and East 
Eagle streets if the substation 
is placed in the western por-
tion of the parcel. 

Local environmentalists 
from Eastie and Chelsea have 
called on the EFSB to explore 
alternatives to placing Ever-

source’s proposed substation 
along the Chelsea Creek. 

For two years, local en-
vironmentalists on the East-
ie and Chelsea sides of the 
Creek have launched a visual, 
media and talking campaign 
against Eversource’s plans 
to place the substation at the 
City Yards in Eagle Square.

At the meeting, U.S. Con-
gresswoman Ayanna Pressley, 
who represents both East Bos-
ton and Chelsea, sent a video 
testimony from her office in 
Washington, D.C. 

“I’m your sister in solidari-
ty,” said Pressley. “This at its 
best is poor urban planning 
and at its worst an injustice. It 
is unconscionable that a com-
munity already overburdened 
with environmental injustices 
would be put in harm’s way 
and have those existing health 
hazards exacerbated. The 
community should be a part 
of planning and I know when 
we organize we win and this 

East Boston, Chelsea stand in solidarity 
over proposed Eversource Substation

(Top and left) Ac-
tivists from Chelsea 
and East Boston 
stood in solidarity 
with one another 
Tuesday night to 
oppose the pro-
posed Eversource 
Substation along 
the Chelsea Creek 

See JPNA Page 3

See EVERSOURCE Page2

Community 
participation 
urged in Suffolk 
Downs public 
comment period 

By John Lynds

Last week the owners of 
the Suffolk Downs site, HYM 
Investment Group, LLC, 
released its Planned Devel-
opment Area Master Plan 
(PDA).  This started that a 
90-day public comment peri-
od that City Councilor Lydia 
Edwards is urging East Bos-
ton residents to submit their 
comments. 

In its filing, HYM propos-
es approximately 10.5 million 
square feet of development on 
the approximately 109 acres 
of the Suffolk Downs site in 
the City of Boston. The multi-
phased proposal will include 
development of a new mixed-
use neighborhood, a 40-acre 
publicly accessible open 
space system, and two retail 
squares at Suffolk Downs and 
Beachmont MBTA stations. 

The initial project phase 
will include approximately 
1.39 million square feet of de-
velopment consisting 520,000 
square feet of corporate use 
and amenity space, three 
residential buildings, and a 
portion of the townhomes 
proposed along Waldemar Av-
enue totaling more than 800 
housing units. Phase I also in-
See SUFFOLK DOWNS Page 5

By John Lynds 

Mayor Martin Walsh made 
a surprise visit to Monday 
night’s Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA) 
meeting to update residents 
on some city issues and have 
an informal conversation with 
residents here. 

“I was sitting in my office 
when I made the decision to 
get back out to civic associ-
ations in the city and talk to 
people about the issues,” said 
Walsh. “By nature, admin-
istrations go from outward 
looking to inward looking so 
I realized I wanted to get back 
out and hear from residents 
instead of relying solely on 

neighborhood coordinators 
and other staff. I’m here to 
talk about whatever you want 
to talk about.”

Walsh said when he was 
campaigning for Mayor of 
Boston in 2013 he constantly 
heard that aside from a few 
waterfront development proj-
ects, nothing much was going 
on to improve housing and 
the economy of the neighbor-
hood. 

“Now fast forward to today 
and now I hear there is too 
much development going on,” 
said Walsh. “East Boston has 
become one of those neigh-
borhoods that people want to 

Mayor Walsh stops by community 
meeting for informal chat with residents

Here to Talk

See WALSH Page 5
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LEGAL NOTICES

BUILDING 
FOR SALE

REVERE
Great Location
2 Store Fronts 1 4BR Apt. 
5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
617 785 7027M
--------------

SOBER
HOUSING

Sober Housing Accommo-
dations
Safe and sober housing 
accommodations for men 
and women available now 
in Revere, East Boston 
and Lynn. Call today 617-
610-0053 or visit www.
americasober.com
----------------------------------

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403

HELP 
WEANTED

MARINA MAINTENANCE 
(Boston): Looking for a 
full time person with: 5 
to 10 years of general 
marina maintenance 
and dock repair, 
Welding, Steel cutting, 
Boat operator, Fork 
truck, Crane license and 
rigging. Benefits include: 
Medical, IRA & Vacation. 
Send experience/resume 
to:peter@bosport.com
------------------------------

LEGAL NOTICE
COMMONWEALTH 

OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT

PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT

Suffolk Probate
and Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston,  MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU120P0587EA
Estate of:
Camille Gradozzi
Date of Death
10/01/2014
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 
Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Robert W. 
Gradozzi of Boston, MA 
requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree 
and Order and for such 
other relief as requested 
in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE	
You have the right 
to obtain a copy of 
the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a 
written appearance and 

objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 
05/21/2020.
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object 
to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely 
written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days 
of the return day, action 
may be taken without 
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE 
(MUPC)
A Personal 
Representative appointed 
under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised 
administration is not 
required to file an 
inventory or annual 
accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in 
the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration directly 
from the Personal 
Representative and 
may petition the Court 
in any matter relating 
to the estate, including 
the distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Brian J. 
Dunn, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: April 14, 2020
Felix D. Arroyo
Register of Probate

4/29/20
EB

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 

USE LIMITATION
Tank 90 Yard, East 
Boston Terminal
467 Chelsea Street, East 
Boston, MA
RTN 3-31628
A release of oil and/
or hazardous materials 
has occurred at this 
location, which is a 
disposal site as defined 
by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 
and the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan, 
310 CMR 40.0000. On 
April 9, 2020, Sunoco 
Partners Marketing & 
Terminals L.P. recorded 
with the Suffolk County 
Registry of Deeds a 
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION on the 
disposal site, pursuant 
to 310 CMR 40.1070 
through 40.1080.
The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION will 
limit the following site 
activities and uses on the 
above property:

(i)  Use of the Portion of 
the Property, as defined 
in this Notice of Activity 
and Use Limitation, as a 
residence, school (with 
the exception of adult 
education), recreational 
area, daycare or child 
care center as defined 
under the MCP (310 CMR 
40.0006), or nursery, or 
other uses of the Site that 
could result in a child’s 
ingestion of existing soils 
during high frequency or 
high intensity activities 
as defined by the MCP;
(ii) The use of the 
Portion of the Property 
for agricultural activities, 
including growing fruits 
or vegetables;
(iii) The installation 
of subsurface utilities, 
except in accordance 
with the MCP and a 
Soil Management Plan 
(SMP) and Health and 
Safety Plan prepared 
and implemented 
in accordance with 
the Obligations and 
Conditions (i) through 
(iv) in Paragraph No. 3 
of this Notice of Activity 
and Use Limitation prior 
to the commencement of 
such activity;
(iv) Any planned (non-
emergency) activities 
and/or uses which 
involve excavation 
or disturbance of, or 

direct contact with 
contaminated soil and 
groundwater, other than 
subsurface explorations 
for environmental 
assessment or 
geotechnical purposes, 
routine landscaping or 
maintenance of surface 
cover, unless such 
activities and/or uses are 
conducted in accordance 
with the MCP, a Health 
and Safety Plan, and a 
SMP, developed pursuant 
to Obligations and 
Conditions (i) through 
(iv) in Paragraph No. 3 
of this Notice of Activity 
Use Limitation;
(v) Installation 
and operation of a 
groundwater supply 
well for potable or 
non-potable uses, 
including irrigation, 
fire suppression, and 
industrial process water, 
without an evaluation of 
potential exposures by 
an LSP; and
(vi) Changes in future 
use or redevelopment 
of the Portion of the 
Property, other than 
the current use as a 
petroleum product 
storage and distribution 
facility, that involve the 
placement of future 
structures intended 
for continuous human 
occupancy without the 

evaluation of potential 
vapor intrusion scenarios 
by an LSP and/or the 
implementation of a 
vapor intrusion barrier 
and/or mitigation 
system under the 
oversight of an LSP 
in accordance with 
the Obligations and 
Conditions (v) in 
Paragraph No. 3 of this 
Notice of Activity and Use 
Limitation.
Any person interested 
in obtaining additional 
information about the 
NOTICE OF ACTIVITY AND 
USE LIMITATION may 
contact Neal Carey, GZA 
GeoEnvironmental, Inc., 
249 Vanderbilt Avenue, 
Norwood, MA, (781) 
278-3700.
The NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION 
and the disposal site file 
can be can be viewed at 
MassDEP website using 
Release Tracking Number 
(RTN) 3-31628 at http://
public.dep.state.ma.us/
SearchableSites2/Search.
aspx or at MassDEP’s 
Northeast Regional Office 
located at 205B Lowell 
Street, Wilmington, MA 
01887, phone at 978-
694-3200.

4/29/20
EB

• 123 
APTS. FOR 

RENT

Revere, 3 bdrm 1st fl apt. 
Large kitchen, liv rm & 
master bdrm, charming 
woodwork & high 
ceilings. $2,400. Sect. 8 
welcome. 857-312-2121
-------------------------------

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines 
are Monday by 4 p.m. 
Call 781-485-0588 or 
fax the ad to 781-485-
1403
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TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588

see our website for details: 
   www.paulwmarks.com
8 Commercial St. Everett MA

Now available for curbside
contactless pick up

FREE PRESCRIPTION 
PICK-UP AND DELIVERY

• Easy transfer of your prescription from other pharmacies
• Deep discounts for all non-covered prescriptions

• We service rest-homes, group homes, respites, injection
clinics, retail customers and visiting nurse associations

Open 7 days a week • Always there to serve you

781-592-4172 (fax) 781-595-9845

RICHMOND 
PHARMACY

499 Eastern Ave., Lynn 

richmondpharmacylynn@gmail.com

Having problems with?
Ø	Wages garnished
Ø	Credit card debt
Ø	Student loan debt
Ø	Housing issues –         
Lockout/Eviction
Ø	Home Foreclosure

Do you need?
Ø	Durable Power of Attorney
Ø	Health Care Proxy
Ø	Simple Will
Ø	Guardianship for your 
minor children
Ø	Homestead (to protect 
your home)

We are in trying Times 
During the COVID19 Pandemic

Our Law Office Is open for business 

LAW OFFICES OF
PETER  MARTINO, 

NICHOLAS MARTINO, 
JUSTIN MARTINO

986 Saratoga Street, Orient Heights Square, East Boston, MA

CALL/TEXT/EMAIL
Attorney Peter Martino

617-605-5110  attypmartino@comcast.net

Or VISIT OUR WEBPAGE FOR MORE INFORMATION
WWW.EASTBOSTONLAW.COM 

Lets face it: Social distancing a measure put in place to 
stop the spread of the coronavirus has made celebrating 
major holidays with family and friends hard. 

Call 781-485-0588 or email your ad rep. for more info.
Be a part of this Mother’s Day thats sure to be 

remembered

Mothers Day is coming up fast. And Since 
Moms can’t go out, we thought now’s the 

time to show them we deliver!
^or anyone

2 column-by-4-inch  ad for $55

really...

Help your neighbors and customers show their 
Mothers they care with an ad telling them

WWee  wwiillll  ddeelliivveerr  hheerr  ffaavvoorriitteess!!    
Running the weeks of 4/29 and 5/6

PPiizzzzaa  ••  BBoottttllee  ooff  
WWiinnee  ••  MMeeaallss  ••  

FFlloowweerrss  

By John Lynds

As the COVID-19 
pandemic began closing 
restaurants, shops and other 
businesses in East Boston, 
East Boston Main Streets 
(EBMS) sprang into action 
to help employees that were 
guaranteed to face financial 
hardships. 

Back on March 30 
EBMS Director Gladys 
Oliveros said Main Streets 
and volunteers began a pro-
gram to help local restau-
rants employees fill out 
their unemployment forms. 

“But after we started, we 
found out that there were a 
large number of employees 
unable to qualify for Fed-
eral Aid because they were 
undocumented,” said Ol-
iveros. “We contacted the 
City and we found support 
from the Mayor’s Office 
of Economic Development 
and Food Access to help 
these vulnerable employ-
ees.”

On April 8, EBMS be-
gan handing out food Box-
es outside its office on 154 
Maverick St., using Maver-
ick’s Restaurant’s outdoor 
dining area as a distribution 
site. 

“However, right after 
we started with 180 meals 
we realized hair salons 
workers, barbers and other 
businesses were closing,” 
said Oliveros. “There were 
a growing number of em-
ployees without access to 
Federal help. In the second 
week we increased to 250 
Food Boxes.”

By April 15 it wasn;t 
just out of work employees 
lining up for the food box-
es but regular community 
residents were there in line 
waiting to pick up a food 

box. 
“We saw the need in our 

community, we noticed that 
in Eastie, we had plenty 
of food access to kids and 
youth, but none to families 
and adults,” explained Oli-
veros. 

So on Friday, April 17 
Oliveros and EBMS had 
a meeting with the May-
or’s Office of Immigrants 
Advancement and several 
non-profit organizations 
from Eastie. 

“We mentioned in this 
meeting that we needed 
more Food Access sites for 
families and adults,” she 
said. 

With help from the May-
or’s Office and local non-

profits EBMS distributed 
430 food boxes to small 
business employees and 
residents in need. 

On Tuesday, in its fourth 
week of distribution, 
EBMS handed out 500 
Food Boxes to employees 
and residents. 

“We started to get help 
from East Boston Health 
Center; Piers Park Sailing 
Center, and East Boston 
Soup Kitchen,” said Oli-
veros. “If you’re a small 
business owner in East 
Boston please encourage 
your employees experienc-
ing financial difficulty to 
take a Food Box from this 
program by East Boston 
Main Streets.”

East Boston Main Streets helping those who can’t get federal help

EBMS volunteers prepare Food Boxes for 500 out of work 
residents and other adults in need.

East Boston Health Center; Piers Park Sailing Center, and East Boston Soup Kitchen all 
pitched in to help the food relief effort. 

The line to receive food stretched from the EBMS offices on Maverick Street, around the 
block and down Chelsea Street last week. 

Volunteers wear protective covering during the food distribution event. 


