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SHAMROCK SPLASH

Splash.

Right, Piers Park Sailing Center Vice
Chair Mary Cole took the plunge
and helped raise $4,950 for the PPSC
team, the Piers Park Sub Zero Aqua
Warriors, during Sunday’s Shamrock

Splash.

The Piers Park Sailing Center’s Piers
Park Sub Zero Aqua Warriors team
was the third top fundraiser behind
Jetblue and Save the Harbor/Save
the Bay during Sunday’s Shamrock

Eastie residents, organizations take the plunge for local non-profits

By John Lynds

For East Boston nonprofit
organizations like Piers Park
Sailing Center, East Boston
YMCA, the Neighborhood of
Affordable Housing (NOAH)
and Harborkeepers, the annu-
al Save the Harbor/Save the
Bay’s Shamrock Splash fund-
raiser helps these organization
bring fun activities to Eastie
beaches and harbor during the
summer months.

Several Eastie residents and

members of local non-profit
organizations like Piers Park
Sailing Center (PPSC) took
part the ninth annual Harpoon
Shamrock Splash to benefit
Save the Harbor/Save the Bay
and the Department of Con-
servation and Recreation’s
(DCR) Better Beaches Pro-
gram on Sunday, March 10, at
the BCYF Curley Communi-
ty Center at M Street Beach in
South Boston. Save the Har-
bor/Save the Bay raised over
$50,000 to support free beach

events and programs on the
region’s public beaches from
Nahant to Nantasket.

When participants woke up
Sunday morning it was snow-
ing sideways. Luckily it sub-
dued a little before the splash,
but there was still freezing rain
and the beach was covered
with snow, which made it a
little uncomfortable for those
taking the annual plunge. The
water was a balmy 38 °F at
Carson Beach on Sunday.

“We love doing the Sham-

rock Splash,” said Piers Park
Sailing Center’s Executive
Director Alex DeFronzo.
“This year we had a team of
12 from PPSC. The bravest
of the bunch was our board
vice chair Mary Cole who
dyed her hair green and led
our charge into the ocean.
She said she would dye her
hair if she raised more than
$1,000 and she beat that
handily bringing in a total of

See SPLASH Page 2

EBNHC updates residents’ Neighborhood Trauma Team

By John Lynds

When a traumatic or violent
event occurs in East Boston,it
affects not only the victim and
their family but also the vic-
tim’s extend family, friends,
first-responders and neighbors
who may have witnessed the
incident and its aftermath.

For a little over a year,
there has been a support team

on hand from the East Boston
Neighborhood Health Center
to help those trying to cope
with trauma.

The team is part of the
Health Center’s new Neigh-
borhood Trauma Team (NTT)
a relatively new directive put
together by Mayor Martin
Walsh’s Administration and
the Boston Public Health
Commission.

//'(_J

()
)
(o]
o+
(V)]
L
©
()
(a4
(@)
=
C
=

N
>-
8 4
>
—
Z
LLl
O

CALLTODAY AND FIND OUT WHAT SETS US APART FROM THE REST!

At a meeting last week
the Health Center’s Michael
Mancusi and Erin Bourgault
explained that the model was
designed with feedback from
acommunity engagement pro-
cess that included 14 listening
sessions hosted by BPHC.
During this time, BPHC staff
heard from more than 350 res-
idents about what their indi-
vidual and community needs

HOMES OF THE WEEK
-

258 LEXINGTON ST. EAST BOSTON

have been following a violent
or traumatic event.

The Health Center was
chosen as one of six NTT in
the city to begin responding
to traumatic events in the
neighborhood and help fam-
ily, friends and the broader
community deal with events
like shootings, stabbings and
suicides.

See EBNHC Page 3

2 Bedroom condo with
stunning water views!
Many recent updates in-

OPEN HOUSE
SAT.12-2 PM
& SUN.

12-1:30PM
Eagle Hill
3 Family!

Priced to sell.

Many modemn
updates,
separate

utilities, short

walk to blue line, %

clude granite counters, SS
appliances, H/W floors,
and new windows plus
private garage!
$232,000
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Mary Ellen Welch,
dies at age 77

An East Boston legend

“Neighbors from around the city should know about the di-
versity of East Boston. This diversity makes East Boston a won-
derful place. People should know that in East Boston, we are
proud of our history, our location, and how the neighborhood
has come together in trying times.”-- Mary Ellen Welch

By John Lynds

Almost a decade ago, East
Boston’s Mary Ellen Welch
was chairing the Jeffries Point
Neighborhood  Association
meeting when Massport offi-
cials were presenting plans to
build a huge rental car facility
that she felt would negative-
ly impact the community she
loved.

Everyone in the room knew
it was only a matter of time be-
fore she’d let them have it.

Welch patiently waited for
the right moment, shifted in
her chair and her soft voice
raised a few octaves.

“Oh, come on!,” she ex-
claimed stopping the Massport
officials dead in their tracks.

She then became very ani-
mated, waving her finger and
rattling off study after study
showing the members the neg-
ative health impacts the project
would have on the commu-
nity. She’d then accused the
Port Authority of once again
doing the bare minimum and
said that the size and scope of
the project and its relation to
the residential neighborhood
should warrant further health
studies.

“We have repeatedly asked
for a study on the ultra-fine
particulate matter and each
time Massport has refused,”
Welch yelled.

For over a half century,

Welch was the steward of so-
cial, political and environmen-
tal activism in the neighbor-
hood.

Welch, a longtime com-
munity activist and educator,
sought to house the poor, im-
prove the air quality in Eastie
and helped bring a neighbor-
hood with the least amount of
open space to a community
with award-winning, sprawl-
ing parks and greenways.

Sadly, on Thursday, March
7, Eastie lost a legend and an
icon.

Welch died following sur-
gery surrounded by her loving
friends and family. She was 77
years old.

In August 2014, as one of
the final sections of the Gre-
enway Connector was com-
pleted, her longtime adver-
sary, Massport, paid homage
to the woman with the skills,
commitment and vision to see
Eastie connected from one end
to the other via a park system
that would rival any other in
Boston.

As one of the founding
members of the East Boston
Greenway Council, Welch
worked for decades to take a
neglected stretch of the old
Narrow Gauge Railroad and
transform it into a system of
lush landscaped parks so res-
idents could enjoy a stroll
from Jeffries Point to Orient

See WELCH Page 12

Mary Ellen Welch during the 2014 dedication of the Greenway.
Welch, an East Boston icon and legend, died last Thursday at the

age of 77.
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NEW PRICE! Luxury
2BR/2BA condo. Private
outdoor space. Master
Bedroom thh en-surte

Studio unit 1

parking space,

immaculate

move-in ready,

Eagle Hill Three family with over-
looking the Mystic River, Marina,
and Tobin. Penthouse unit was
recently renovated. Excellent
investment opportunity.

Call for details
$999,900
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125 Sumner St. project underway

By John Lynds

The Clippership Apart-
ments, a 20-unit, income-re-
stricted complex owned by
the Boston Housing Authority,
could have had an overhaul
20 years ago when Maverick
Gardens was being rehabbed
under a federal Hope VI grant.
However, residents  opted
not to be part of the Hope VI
project even though the aging
public housing development
was in desperate need of a re-
hab.

In 2017 Winn Development
Company, along with Lend-
lease Development, received
Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) ap-
proval to raze the 20 units of
Section 8 housing and replace
them with 52 units of housing.

The project also received
Zoning Board approval last
year and earlier this month
was granted its building per-
mits and construction will
commence this spring.

Winn and Lendlease were
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designated by the BHA as the
developer of the Clippership
Apartments on August 3, af-
ter a competitive solicitation
process.

“The Developer propos-
es to transform this aging
housing complex, which has
no financial resources of its
own, into a vibrant, pedestri-
an-friendly, mixed-income,
transit-oriented,  residential
development,” wrote Winn
President Jamie Fay in the let-
ter filed with the BPDA. “Le-
veraging the opportunity of
the ongoing mixed-use devel-
opment at Clippership Wharf,
Lendlease is partnering with
Winn to revitalize the aging
housing complex and pro-
vide affordable units to meet
and further the on-site Inclu-
sionary Development Policy
— both by replacing the dilap-
idated existing 20 rental units
and by creating thirty new af-
fordable and middle-income
condominium units.”

The letter to the BPDA
added that the current com-

plex serves as a residence for
20 families, all of whom will
be promised the right to move
into the new units.

“The Developer has spent
several months engaging ex-
isting residents and seeking
input on the proposed project
with the support and assistance
of the BHA,” wrote Fay. “The
original site design and pro-
gram have been changed to be
more responsive to the neigh-
borhood and existing resi-
dents’ concerns, and we will
continue to listen to neighbor-
hood concerns throughout the
review process. The Develop-
er is committed to engaging
the community and strongly
believes that we can improve
our proposal by listening to
and responding to those who
know the community best.”

Winn and Lendlease plan
to demolish the four two-story
townhouses and construct two
new three-story, wood-framed
buildings. One building will
contain approximately 22
affordable rental apartment

All-/Us

begins with

to create a healthier future for all of us.
JoinAllofUs.org
617-768-8300 or 617-414-3300
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haul public housing complex.

residences, and the other will

contain 30 mixed-income
condominium residences.
Apartments  will  include

three-and four-bedrooms, and
condominiums will include
studio, one-, two- and three
bedrooms. Fourteen of those
condominiums will be desig-
nated affordable.

In the building that will
contain the 20 low-income

The following are renderings of 125 Sumner Street: Winn, Lendlease file Letter of Intent to over-

rental units there will be a
community room and ground-
floor retail space. There will
also be 19 surface parking
spaces and 50 bicycle storage
spaces located on site for res-
idents

Winn and Lendlease are
currently permitted to build a
waterfront development proj-
ect at Clippership Wharf di-
rectly behind the Clippership

Apartments. That $225 mil-
lion project will include 492
studio, one-bedroom, and
two-bedroom units, a small
cafe and restaurant, a fitness
center, a lounge and club fa-
cility, a canoe/kayak rental
facility, a water taxi dock, and
a possible mooring field for
sailing.

Salvadoran national sentenced for
failure to register as a sex offender

By John Lynds

A Salvadoran national and
convicted sexual offender liv-
ing under an assumed name
in East Boston was sentenced
in federal court last week for
failure to register as a sex of-
fender as required under the
Sex Offender Registration and
Notification Act (SORNA).

Melvin Velasquez, 34, was
sentenced by U.S. District
Court Judge F. Dennis Saylor
IV to eight months in prison
and five years of supervised
release. In November 2018,
Velasquez pleaded guilty to
one count of failure to register
as a sex offender. Velasquez
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was charged by criminal com-
plaint in August 2018 and has
been in federal custody since
his arrest.

According to court docu-
ments Velasquez was convict-
ed in New York in 2007 of
one count of rape in the third
degree and sentenced to eight
months in prison and eight
years of probation. As a con-
dition to his probation, Velas-
quez was required by SORNA
to register as a sex offender in
any jurisdiction where he re-
sided or worked. Velasquez,
who was also determined
to be illegally present in the
United States, was deported
to El Salvador following the

completion of his sentence.

Sometime after, Velasquez
returned to the United States,
assumed a false identity, and
was living and working in
Eastie.

In May 2018, Velasquez,
using his alias, was arrest-
ed and charged with various
motor vehicle violations. Ve-
lasquez’s fingerprints were
obtained and found to match
the prints in his alien file
stemming from his 2007 New
York rape conviction. Law
enforcement subsequently
discovered that Velasquez had
not registered, as required by
law, with the Massachusetts
Sex Offender Registry Board.

JPNA votes down Sumner Street proposal

By John Lynds

The Jeffries Point Neigh-
borhood Association (JPNA)
voted 12 to 11 against the pro-
posed project at 272 Sumner
St. to add an additional unit to
a three-family.

East Boston resident Ju-
lius Sokol planned to perform
a gut rehab on an existing
three-family at 272 Sumner
St. His plan called for adding
a fourth floor with a 4-foot
setback that would house an
additional unit, bringing the
total number of units to four.
There was also two proposed
off-street parking spaces.

The building is currently a
typical three family with no
additional parking in a 3F,
2000 Neighborhood.

The proposal includes
making unit one duplex apart-
ment that would make use of
the basement and street-level
space. This unit would be two
bedrooms. Unit two would
be a two-bedroom unit on
the first floor. Unit three was
proposed as a one-bedroom
duplex on the third and fourth
floors. While unit four would
be a two-bedroom duplex on
the third and fourth floors.

While the JPNA rejected
the proposal at 272 Sumner
St. they recently approved
an identical project at 312
Sumner St. There JPNA mem-
bers approved a four-story,
four-unit project that made
use of duplex units.

BPS // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

$1,530 for the Better Beaches
Program at Save the Harbor /
Save the Bay.”

In total the PPSC team,
the Piers Park Sub Zero Aqua
Warriors, was the third top
fundraiser overall and raised
$4.,950 from over 60 generous
donors.

“Save the Harbor is one of
our most important program
partners every summer,” said
DeFronzo. “They send a team
of 5-6 staff to Piers Park to
provide marine science edu-
cation to our Harbor Explor-
ers and sailing students. This
program also supports a bunch
of other great organizations
like the Friends of the Belle
Isle Marsh, Harborkeepers,
NOAH, and the East Boston
YMCA.”

Last year the four Eastie
nonprofits received $18,180
each to host activities like
free kayaking, sunset family
fitness, family fun days, and
the first annual East Boston
marine science and maritime
festival.

Save the Harbor/Save the
Bay is the region’s leading
voice for clean water and con-
tinued public investment in
Boston Harbor, the region’s
public beaches, and the Bos-
ton Harbor Islands, Save the
Harbor/Save the Bay’s mis-
sion is to restore and protect
Boston Harbor, Massachusetts
Bay and the marine environ-
ment and share them with the
public for everyone to enjoy.
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City Council approves CPA funding

By John Lynds

Last month Mayor Martin
Walsh and the City’s Com-
munity Preservation Com-
mittee (CPC) recommended
that several projects in East
Boston and across the city, to-
taling more than $34 million,
be included in the fall fund-
ing round for the Community
Preservation Act (CPA).

The last hurdle in the pro-
cess was a vote by the City
Council to appropriate the
funds and that moment came
during last Wednesday’s
Council meeting.

The Council voted unan-
imously last week to release
the $34 million in recom-
mended funding to the proj-
ects in Eastie and citywide.

“It’s an exciting day in Bos-
ton,” said At-Large Councilor
Michael Flaherty, who chairs
the Council’s CPA Commit-
tee. “Whether it is the afford-
able housing opportunities or
the beatification of our parks
this round of funding will con-
tinue to benefit Boston resi-
dents for generations to come.
This is why we supported the
CPA and now voters and resi-
dents are finally seeing these
projects come to fruition.”

In Eastie, $950,000 was
approved for the Grace Apart-
ments development, which
recently received Boston
Planning and Development
Agency approval. Developed
by the East Boston Commu-
nity Development Organiza-
tion (EBCDC), Grace Apart-
ments will be a new, 42-unit
residential building serving
low-income seniors located
on 187 Sumner Street. The
project will also renovate 17
income-restricted units on the
site’s existing building.

According to plans sub-
mitted to the BPDA by the
CDC the proposed project
involves the construction of a

P u
At-Large Councilor Michael
Flaherty, who chairs the Coun-
cil's CPA Committee, during
last week’s Council vote to
approve CPA funding in Eastie.

new 39,067 square-foot, 42-
unit, seven-story building and
the renovation of an existing
26,800 square-foot building
currently on the same site in
Maverick Square.

The new building will in-
clude all low income elderly
housing. The existing build-
ing, which includes 17 elder-
ly/disabled subsidized units as
well as approximately 3,000
square-feet of ground-floor
commercial space, will be
converted to workforce hous-
ing units, including two af-
fordable units.

The property consists of a
16,266-square-foot parcel of
land with 26,800-square feet
of mixed use, residential and
commercial building.

The Council approved
$735,200 to the proposed Ai-
leron development to build
seven housing units, including
four affordable units. Overall
the East Boston Neighbor-
hood of Affordable Housing,
its architect Eastie based Joy
St Design, and the CDC have
joined forces to create a 41-
unit project that includes a
mixed-use,  mixed-income,
ownership/rental housing and
gallery spaces for Eastie artist
community and community at
large.

NOAH’s project, dubbed
‘Aileron’ will include eight

ownership units, half work-
force and half market, in one
building with 33-units occu-
pying a larger building next
door. Of the 33 units in the
larger building 17 will be set
aside for artist work/living
space.

NOAH is also proposing
two large common spaces, a
Gallery and Workbar, that will
be available for the other resi-
dents in the building.

Eastie will also $600,000
for a new playground at the
East Boston Early Education
Center. The new playground
for ELC includes integrated
classrooms for students with
disabilities in KO and first
grade.

The Nantucket Lightship,
Boston’s only floating mu-
seum docked at the Boston
Shipyard and Marina on Mar-
ginal Street will get $575,000
to restore the historic ship’s
rusted hull.

There is $500,000 to cre-
ate a new park to connect the
renovated Boston Housing
Authority Orient Heights de-
velopment to the surrounding
neighborhood.

Finally $300,000 will go
to building a fully accessible
dock and dock house at Lo-
Presti Park. This dock will
create access to the waterfront
for youth and an adaptive sail-
ing program at LoPresti Park
across from the Boston Hous-
ing Authority Jeffries Point
development for those with
handicaps. The program will
be collaboration between the
Piers Park Sailing Center and
the Harborkeepers.

“We are very excited that
our $300,000 proposal to
build a public floating dock
at LoPresti Park has made the
final round of CPA funding,”
said Harborkeepers founder
Magdalena Ayed. “This dock
will create more equitable ac-
cess to the Boston Harbor for
all East Bostonians.”

Chamber Prosperity Awards set for the end of the month

By John Lynds

Living in an urban com-
munity is never easy. While
East Boston does have it share
of the issues, it also has a
lifestyle that has made this a
community of choice for gen-
erations of residents.

In Eastie, you are not just a
face, but a name with lineage
of whom your parents, broth-
ers, sisters and grandparents
are. Then, there are the re-
cent waves of immigrants and
young professionals that have
added yet another important
layer to the community’s tight
knit feel.

However, keeping this
sense of community alive is
not an easy task.

The renaissance that Eastie
has been experiencing for the
last several years just did not
happen, but happened because
of local people.

On Thursday, March 16
at 6 p.m. at the Hilton Gar-
den Inn on Boardman Street,
the East Boston Chamber of
Commerce will recognize
individuals who in their own
way have made a difference
to the betterment for our com-
munity at their annual Pros-
perity Awards.

According to the Cham-

SEND US
YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents
to submit engagement, wedding
and birth announcements, news
releases, business and education
briefs, sports stories and photos
for publication. Items should be
forwarded to our offices at 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151.
Items can also be faxed to

781-485-1403.
We also encourage readers to

e-mail news releases and photos
to deb@reverejournal.com

ber’s President-elect Jim Ke-
arney, the Prosperity Awards
were established to honor and
recognize Eastie’s most influ-
ential and impactful business-
es and community leaders that
are among the distinguished
individuals who have made
significant contributions to
the economic and cultural
prosperity of our community.
This year’s recipients are:
Small Business: Joe Eagen,
Squeaky Clean Car Wash
Restaurant of the Year: An-
thony DiCenso, Rino’s
Workplace Advocate:
Steve Snyder, East Boston
Neighborhood Health Clinic
Non-Profit ~ Organization
and Leader: Anne Marga-
ret Gutierrez, East Boston
YMCA
Public Service Award: Jim
Kearney, BPS

Business Legacy Award:
Steven Schire, Carlos Cater-
ing

Business Woman of the
Year: Patty Guzman, Lolly’s
Bakery

Economic Growth And
Development: Tom O’Brien,
HYM

Buddy Mangini Award: to
be announced shortly

The host and master of cer-
emonies for the evening will
be State Representative Adri-
an Madaro. “The Chamber is
both honored and privileged
to present the Awards to these
outstanding individuals,” said
Kearney. “Please join the
Chamber in recognizing their
accomplishments.”

For sponsorship and tick-
et information please contact
Karina Hicks at the Cham-
ber’s office.
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Eggplant Parmigiana

kTelephone: 617-567-4499

FUNCTION FACILITY

BEREAVEMENT BUFFET $19.95

Please accept sincere condolences, from the
Spinelli family and staff. During this difficult time,
we would like to offer our facility at a specially re-
duced price, for you, your family and friends.

SErRVED UPON ARRIVAL

Coffee, Mini Danish Pastries and Tea Breads

BurreT LuncHEoN MENU
Tossed Salad, Assorted Rolls with Butter
Chicken, Ziti and Broccoli Alfredo

Italian Sausages, Onions and Potatoes

Above price does not include a 19% Administration Fee and a 7% Mass State Tax.

280 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON, MA

EBNHC / / CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“This is a multi-agency
collaboration and we (EBN-
HC) have been working with
agencies from across East
Boston like North Suffolk
Mental Health, District A-7,
the East Boston Soup Kitchen
to begin deal with traumatic
events in the community in
a more concerted way,” said
Mancusi.

The NTT will respond to
what are called ‘qualifying
events.” After a qualifying
event happens the NTT will
offer immediate individual
and family support and on-
going access to trauma treat-
ment. The team will conduct
community outreach and
engagement to make sure
residents know how to ac-
cess services, and will host
community meetings to share
safety information and pro-
vide safe spaces for groups to
come together for healing.

“The qualifying events
include any gun homicide,
a shooting or stabbing were
the victim or victims are un-
der the age of 18 or an open
third category like suicides or
attempted suicides and other
incidents,” said Mancusi.

Each qualifying incident
has a ripple effect in the
community that starts with
the victim and spreads out to
family members, extended
family members, friends and
the community or neighbors
who have witnessed a violent
or traumatic event.

“When a qualifying event
happens we immediately put
together a plan,” said Mancu-
si. “Then within 12 hours of
the incident we are reaching
out to either the victim, fam-
ily members, extended fam-
ily members or witnesses to
the event that may have been
traumatized and need help.”

Mancusi said the Health
Center’s NTT will offer a
whole host of support services
and follow up services for
those affected by one of these
traumatic events in Eastie.

“There are concentric cir-
cles that surround a traumatic
incident,” said Mancusi. “We
are here to help each ripple
that comes from an incident
that may have a deep impact
on an individual or group of
individuals.”

Rep. Adrian Madaro en-
couraged more Eastie resident
to get involved in the NTT
efforts.

“I'm so impressed by the

N

o § -

ing last week.

EBNHC's Trauma Team contact Erin Bourgault during the meet-

Rep. Adrian Madaro encouraged more residents to get involved
in the Neighborhood Trauma Team'’s efforts in the community.

East Boston residents discuss how to improve the Neighbor-

hood Trauma Team'’s work in the neighborhood.

turnout when we have issues
we roll up our sleeves and as
a community we come togeth-
er and work together to solve
the issues,” said Madaro. “For
the Neighborhood Trauma
Team to be effective it needs
an neighborhood to be in-
volved. The more people who

are involved in this initiative
the safer and the healthier our
community will be

It is critical we stay en-
gaged beyond tonight and I
ask you all share this informa-
tion with other people.”

Northgate Dental Center

A General & Multi-Specialty Practice

e Extractions

e Root Canal Treatment
e Gum Treatment

e Partials, Dentures

and Implant surgeon

e L. Parsi, D.M.D.

603 Broadway, Revere * 781-289-3600

Specializing in Emergency Care

e Fillings, Crowns & Bridges e Cosmetic Dentistry

Veneers, Invisalign, Bleaching, Botox Injections
e Digital Radiographs
e State-of-the-Art Sterilization Techniques
® Microscope Aided Dentistry

* F. Mobed, D.M.D. Endodontist (Root Canal Specialist)
* R. Satayosh, D.M.D. Periodonstist (Gum Specialist)

* V. Varasteh, D.M.D. (Cosmetic Dentistry)

www.ngdental.com

www.spinellis.com

Mobile Banking, People
Pay and Check Deposit

Online Banking, Bill Pay
and e-Statements

Access to Allpoint® network with
your EBSB ATM/VISA® check card

Instant issue EBSB
ATM/VISA® check card

OPEN ANY NEW CHECKING ACCOUNT
AND YOU’LL RECEIVE:

« No minimum balance required

« No monthly fee

« No monthly service charge

r.')

W% East Boston Savings Bank

800.657.3272 EBSB.com
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HANDS-FREE DRIVING
MAKES SENSE

Recent statistics indicate that the single-biggest cause of motor
vehicle accidents these days can be attributed generally to what is
known as “distracted driving.”

According to some reports, more Americans now are killed on
our roads because of distracted driving than from driving under the
influence of drugs or alcohol.

That is why we fully support the legislation recently filed by
Gov. Charles Baker that would require all use of a cell phone or
other device to be strictly hands-free. It simply is not possible for
anyone to keep their eyes on the road while texting, dialing, or
reading from an electronic device -- and the epidemic of accidents
on our roads is the best evidence of that.

We also support another aspect of Gov. Baker’s bill that calls for
the non-use of a seat belt as a primary offense, thereby giving po-
lice the authority to stop a motorist and issue a civil citation solely
for not wearing a seat belt. Under the present law, a person may be
cited for a seat belt violation only if the operator has been pulled
over for another offense (such as speeding). Massachusetts is fairly
unique in this regard, but the governor’s bill will bring us into line
with the majority of other states.

Another key aspect of the bill would require anyone convicted
of a first offense for operating under the influence who applies for a
hardship license to use an ignition interlock device for a minimum
of six months, and be subject to penalties from the Registry of Mo-
tor Vehicles for attempting to drive after drinking or tampering with
the device.

In our view, drinking and driving should not be allowed at all.
But to the extent that we have a 0.08 threshold, imposing the re-
quirement of an ignition interlock device for first offenders is hard-
ly draconian -- anyone who drinks to that extent and gets behind the
wheel of a car clearly has a problem.

Moreover, we are in favor of any additional measures that serve
as an added deterrent to drinking and driving and thereby improve
public safety.

Your opinions, please

The Times welcomes letters to the editor. Our mailing address is 385
Broadway, Revere, MA 02151. Our fax number is
781-485-1403.

Letters may also be e-mailed to editor @eastietimes.com.
Letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit for length
and content.

SEND US YOUR NEWS

The Times encourages residents to submit engage-
ment, wedding and birth announcements, news re-
leases, business and education briefs, sports stories
and photos for publication. Items should be for-
warded to our offices at 385 Broadway, Revere, MA
02151. Items can also be faxed to 781-485-1403.

We also encourage readers to e-mail news releases
and photos to deb@reverejournal.com

TimEs-FREE PRrESS
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617-567-9600 * 781-485-0588
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Lenten Letter:

By Cardinal Sedn P. O’Malley,
OFM, Cap.

As we begin the holy sea-
son of Lent, this annual time
of prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing affords us the opportunity
to be renewed by God’s love
and mercy as we recommit
ourselves to lives of prayer
and service to others.

This year, Lent has partic-
ular significance for the lead-
ership of the Church at every
level, local, national and uni-
versal. Recently Pope Fran-
cis called bishops from every
country in the world to come
together at the Vatican for the
Summit to Protect Children
and Minors. The summit in-
cluded powerful testimony
from survivors of clergy sexu-
al abuse, religious sisters and
laypersons who made clear
that a meaningful and effec-
tive response from the Church
is long overdue and of critical
importance. | participated in
the summit as the President
of the Pontifical Commission
for Protection of Minors and,
with all present, was deeply
impacted by those who ad-
dressed us.

Given the depth and seri-
ousness of the crisis and the
failures of the leadership of
the Church, the expectations
for the meeting were high
and people are anxious to
see concrete results. I left the
meeting convinced that no
bishop could possibly say that
his diocese is not affected by
these issues or that this is not
a problem in his country and
culture. Patience among our

Housing legislation

hearing

The Boston City Council
will hold a hearing at City
Hall on housing legislation,
a real estate transfer fee,
filed by Councilors Lydia
Edwards and Kim Janey at 2
p-m. on March 19. The pro-
posal would assess a fee of
up to six percent on inves-
tor-owned properties sold for
more than two million dollars,
and would dedicate all pro-
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people and in the wider com-
munity is exhausted and un-
derstandably the call is rising
for effective action.

A dominant theme at the
meeting was the need for an
effective reporting mecha-
nism when a Bishop or Car-
dinal has failed in his duty to
protect children or has himself
abused children or vulnerable
adults. Although I believe an
effective set of procedures
will be developed by the Unit-
ed States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops, I nonetheless
wish to address this need im-
mediately for the Archdiocese
of Boston.

To that end I have decided
to implement EthicsPoint, a
confidential, anonymous and
third-party system, exclusive-
ly for the reporting of miscon-
duct by a Cardinal, Bishop
or Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Boston. Since
2011 we have utilized Ethic-
sPoint for concerns of poten-
tial ethics violations, financial
improprieties, and other vi-
olations of the Archdiocesan
Code of Conduct related to
financial matters.

Like the existing system
currently in use, this will be
web based and have a toll-free
hotline to make a report. Re-
ports will be sent to members
of my Independent Review
Board who will be charged
to immediately notify law en-
forcement for claims of abuse
as well as the apostolic nun-
cio; the diplomatic represen-
tative to the U.S. of the Holy
See. The system will be host-
ed on secured servers at the
EthicsPoint facility and is not

connected to the Archdiocese
of Boston website, intranet
system or the existing Eth-
icsPoint system currently in
use. We anticipate the system
being up and running soon
and will provide more infor-
mation at that time.

In January 2002 the clergy
sexual abuse crisis was re-
vealed by the media in power-
ful and compelling reports on
the failures of the Church to
protect children. Courageous
survivors came forward and
forced the Church to face the
crisis and accept responsibil-
ity for the crimes committed
against them. That same year
the American Bishops imple-
mented the Dallas Charter
of Norms. Where it has been
faithfully implemented, it has
been effective. But we must
aggressively build on the
Charter to ensure that there
are clear paths for reporting
misdeeds of the hierarchy by
utilizing the expertise of inde-
pendent lay professionals.

During the meeting in
Rome, the most powerful mo-
ments were when survivors
of abuse spoke to us. This
confirmed my own experi-
ence. The way forward for the
Church is to hold as a prior-
ity the voices and experience
of survivors, to keep them
close to every step we take
and make all possible efforts
to provide the means for them
to be heard. In Boston we will
continue to provide pastoral
care and counseling for survi-
vors. We will continue to car-
ry out programs of prevention
and education in our schools
and parishes. We will contin-

NEWS BRIEFS

ceeds - which could be sev-
eral hundreds of millions of
dollars under the current pro-
posal - to affordable housing.
Residents who sell their own
home, i.e. owner occupants,
would be exempt from the fee
and the city would be able to
create additional exemptions,
such as for homebuyers. The
councilors are also proposing
a higher fee on properties that
are flipped or sold and resold
in a short duration.

Suffolk Downs Meeting

Councilor Lydia Edwards
will hold upcoming meeting
dates on issues related to Suf-
folk Downs. These sessions
are intended to collect input
on the current proposal, help
comment on the development
and help the city identify ar-
eas that are not clear in the
current plan.

Housing &  Affordabili-
ty - Wednesday, March 13
(EBHS, Room 142) - 6:30 -8
p.m.

Summit to protect children and minors was powerful

ue to do background checks
annually for bishops, priests,
all archdiocesan personnel,
and all volunteers who work
with children and young peo-
ple. You may find the depth
and breadth of those efforts
in the Archdiocese of Boston
on our dedicated website at
Commitment.BostonCatholic.
org.

For more than 26 years
my ministry has involved re-
sponding to the abuse of mi-
nors by clergy. The crisis of
sexual abuse by clergy is the
greatest failure of the Church
in my lifetime. It has eroded
our moral authority, it en-
dangers our pastoral, social
and educational ministry, but
worst of all, it devastates chil-
dren and families.

We must face our past with
transparency. Those who were
sexually abused by clergy,
their families and loved ones
must always be the central fo-
cus of our response to the cri-
sis. Their courage in coming
forward has forced the Church
to face the crimes committed
against them. We are com-
mitted to accompanying them
on their journey toward heal-
ing. Often it is survivors who
teach us not to lose hope.

As we strive to live this
season with renewed seri-
ousness and commitment we
pray and work for renewal in
the life of the Church. We are
firmly committed to zero tol-
erance, transparency and ac-
countability, at all times hold-
ing survivors as the priority,
always being vigilant to do all
possible to prevent any harm
to children.

Transportation - Tuesday
March 26,, EB Social Center,
thirdFloor, 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Economic Development +
Good Jobs - Thursday, March
28 - 6:30 - 8 p.m., Umana
Academy Auditorium.

Sessions on Homelessness/
Recovery Issues and Open
Space and Climate Resiliency
will be held in April.

For more information, con-
tact Joel Wool, joel.wool@
boston.gov,  617-635-3200,
Office of Lydia Edwards.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

ORIENT HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORHOOD
COUNCIL MEETING
AGENDA

The next meeting of the
Orient Heights Neighbor-
hood Council (OHNC) will
be Monday, March 18, at 6:30
p-m. at the YMCA gym on 58
Ashley St.

Location: YMCA 58 Ash-
ley Street

Meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.
—Agenda is subject to change.

Introductions - Welcome
and report from the board
(President, VP, Secretary)

OHNC email list sign-up.

Public Safety - Station 7
Community Update Sgt. --
Jim Martin & Officer Dan
Simon.

Presentation: Neenah Es-
trella-Luna presenting a proj-
ect involving climate change
and art.

Development Presentations
- New and voting matters

VOTE: 18 Crestway Rd.,
Demolish existing single fam-
ily and erect 3-story 9-unit
building with 12 off-street
parking spaces.

INFO: 1008 Saratoga St.,
Proposal to replace Tufts To-
bacco with East Boston Local
Roots, LLC a Recreational
Marijuana Dispensary.

INFO: 154 Bayswater,
Change 2-family status to
3-family by renovating base-
ment space for additional
apartment unit.

INFO: 192 Gladstone, Pro-
posal to erect a 6-unit residen-
tial building with roof deck
and 6 underground parking
spaces.

Next meeting: Monday,
April 15,2019

EAST BOSTON
SENIOR LUNCH
PROGRAM

If you are 60+ years of age,
the East Boston Social Cen-
ters at 68 Central Square in
East Boston has a table and a
meal waiting for you!

The Senior Lunch Program
sponsored by ETHOS Con-
gregate Meal Program pro-

vides a hot, nutritious lunch,
along with wonderful social-
ization, Monday through Fri-
day from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
A suggested donation of $2 is
asked.

We welcome seniors from
our East Boston Community
and surrounding areas.

EAST BOSTON
BRANCH LIBRARY
EVENTS

365 Bremen Street

East Boston, MA 02128

617-569-0271

ESOL Intermediate En-
glish Class

Wednesdays and Fridays
from 11:30 to 1 p.m.

Starting on February 6th

This is an adult ESL In-
termediate English class for
people with some English
experience. You will review
grammar basics, learn how to
offer and request advice, talk
about future hopes and plans,
and fix common mistakes in
English pronunciation!

Registration is required. To
register and for more infor-
mation, please visit us, call
617.859.2446, or email litera-
cyservices@bpl.org.

Classes are free.

Caravan Puppets

Friday, February 22nd at 3
p.m.

Caravan Puppets has de-
lighted countless children and
families throughout the USA,
Canada and Japan. “The Four
Season Bear” is a delightful
tale of the year of a young
bear with memorable songs,
beautiful puppets, storytelling
and audience participation.
Funding for this program was
made possible by the High-
land Street Foundation.

LEARN ITALIAN FREE

The class will be held at
Robert Deleo Senior Cen-
ter, 35 Harvard Street Win-
throp for residents age 55 and
above.

Whether you have Italian
ancestry, or just want to learn
one of the world’s most beau-
tiful languages, join us at in-

formal and friendly Italian
language and culture classes.
Wednesday afternoons from
1:15to 2:45 p.m.

For info call 617-846-8538.

EAST BOSTON SOCIAL
CENTER'’S SENIOR
PROGRAM NOW
OFFERING SPANISH
LANGUAGE CLASSES

The Senior Program at the
East Boston Social Centers
is now offering Spanish Lan-
guage Classes for adults over
60 years old. Classes are held
every Wednesday at 10 a.m. in
Room 209. All are welcome
to attend. Class is taught by
Mr. Montaro. No need to reg-
ister, just come by on Wednes-
day at 10 am. for this fun
class. The East Boston Social
Centers is located at 68 Cen-
tral Square.

EAST BOSTON

TECH MEETUP

The purpose of the East
Boston Tech Meetup is to
build a community of people
currently working in tech or
those aspiring to move into a
tech career who live or work
in East Boston. These meet-
ings will be held in the heart
of Maverick Landing con-
veniently located steps from
the Maverick T station, in the
Maverick Landing Meeting
House at 31 Liverpool Street.

GRACE CHURCH

NEWS SERVICES

Grace Church Federated is
an Episcopal/United Church
of Christ church located at
760 Saratoga Street in East
Boston. All are welcome.
Please join us for Sunday
morning worship at 9:30 a.m.,
followed by a coffee hour.
We also have a food pantry
on Saturdays from 10 a.m.
until noon in the church base-
ment. There are a number of
ways you can help us to serve
East Boston. Volunteer at or
contribute to the food pantry.
Sing with the Festival of Les-
sons and Carols choir. Bring

DisTRICT SEVEN PoLICE REPORT

Monday, February 25,2019

Around 9:00 AM in the
area of Maverick St. & Par-
is St., a 31 year old Hispanic
Male with an East Boston ad-
dress was arrested for Posses-
sion of Class B, Drugs

Tuesday, February 26,2019

No Arrests

Wednesday, February 27,
2019
No Arrests

Thursday,
2019
No Arrests

February 28,

Coffee Hour

with

ADRIANS==
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Saturday, March 23, 2019
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Tawakal Halal Cafe

389 Maverick St
Boston, MA 02128

Friday, March 1, 2019
No Arrests

Saturday, March 2, 2019
No Arrests

Sunday, March 3, 2019
No Arrests

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Community Meetings

Harbor View Neighborhood Association
First Monday of every month

6:30 p.m. at the Edward Brooke Charter

School, 145 Byron St.

Jeffries Point Neighborhood Association
Second Monday of every month.

Maverick Central Neighborhood Association
Third Wednesday of every month
7 p.m. at Paris Street Community Center,

112 Paris St.

6:30 p.m. at the Jeffries Point Yacht Club,

565 Sumner St.

Orient Heights Neighborhood Association
Third Monday of every month.

Gove Street Citizens Association

Fourth Monday of every month

6:30 p.m. at the Noddle Island Community
Room, Logan Rental Car Center

6:30 p.m. at Ashley Street YMCA, 54 Ash-

ley St.

Eagle Hill Civic Association

Last Wednesday of every month

7 p.m. at East Boston High School Cafete-
ria, 86 White St.

Friend of the East Boston Greenway

Fourth Thursday of every month.

6:30 p.m. at the Anna DeFronzo Center,
395 Maverick St.

a dish to the monthly Sunday
evening community suppers.
Participate in the Sunday wor-
ship service. Help with Sun-
daySchool. Visit the Grace
Church web site at www.
gracechurcheastie.org or call
the church at 617-569-5358
for more information.

EAST BOSTON
SOCIAL CENTER
PIZZA AND COMEDY
FUNDRAISER

East Boston Social Cen-
ters to Hold Annual Pizza and
Comedy Fundraiser April 11.

The East Boston Social
Center will hold its Annual
Spring Fundraiser, a Pizza
and Comedy night at Prince
Restaurant in Saugus, on the
evening of Thursday April 11,
2019 —doors open at 6:30 p.m.
We look forward to seeing you
and sharing a great night of
laughs, pizza and friendship.

The East Boston Social
Center is a 501(C) 3 non-profit
multi-service agency that has
served the children, families,
and senior citizens of East
Boston since its founding over
100 years ago, in 1918.

Net proceeds from this
event will support the Social
Centers’ programs, which
serve over a thousand mem-
bers of the East Boston and
Greater Boston community
each year. The Social Cen-
ters provide fully licensed
and accredited Early Learning
and After School programs
for children ages two months
through fourteen years, free
after-school programming for
at-risk teens, a Summer Pro-
gram, as well as nutritional
and social and recreational
programming for seniors, and
community space for advoca-
cy, self-help and community
groups.

Ticket price of $35 per per-
son includes unlimited cheese

pizza and soft drinks and a
hilarious comedy show with
some of the area’s best come-
dians. Other menu items and a
cash bar are also available for
purchase.

There is also a Raffle for an
assortment of gift certificates,
sports tickets, baskets and
much more. Chances are $20
for a book of 10 (Need not be
present to win).

Thank you for your con-
tinued generosity to the East
Boston Social Centers and
support of the community of
East Boston. We look forward
to seeing you on April 11th!

To purchase tickets for the
event or for raffle chances,
please call Marisa at (617)
569-3221 ext. 107, email at
mdipietro@ebsoc.org - or
contact any of our Board
members.

You may also purchase
tickets online at: https://www.
ebsoc.org/new-events/

LOCAL STUDENTS EARN ACADEMIC HONORS

Boston University

announces Dean’s List

Emily V. Truong, a resident
of East Boston, has recently
been named to the Dean’s List
at Boston University for the
Fall semester.

Each school and college at
Boston University has their
own criterion for the Dean’s
List, but students generally
must attain a 3.5 grade point
average (on a 4.0 scale), or be

in the top 30 percent of their
class, as well as a full course
load as a full time student.
Founded in 1839, Boston
University is an internation-
ally recognized institution of
higher education and research.
Consisting of 16 schools and
colleges, BU offers students
more than 250 programs of
study in science and engineer-
ing, social science and hu-
manities, health science, the
arts, and other professional

disciplines, along with a num-
ber of multi-disciplinary cen-
ters and institutes integral to
the University’s research and
teaching mission. With more
than 33,000 students, BU
is the fourth-largest private
university in the country and
a member of the American
Association of Universities
(AAU), a nonprofit associa-
tion of 62 of North America’s
leading research-intensive in-
stitutions.

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588

#bpda | Public Meeting

Thursday, March 28
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM

Project Proponent:
MG2 Group, LLC

Project Description:

2-10 Maverick Square

250 Sumner Street
East Boston Health Center Training Facility
East Boston, MA 02128

Boston Planning & Development Agency
One City Hall Square, 9th Floor

mail to:  John Campbell

Boston, MA 02201
phone:  617.918.4282
email:

john.campbell@boston.gov

MG2 Group, LLC propose to construct a six-story, mixed-use development totaling approximately 37,400
square feet. The proposed project will have twenty-five (25) rental units which includes three (3) IDP
Units (affordable), and approximately 10,700 square feet of commercial retail space.

Close of Comment Period:

4/5/2019

BostonPlans.org | @@BostonPlans

Teresa Polhemus, Executive Director/Secretary
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On Thursday, East Boston
High School staff, adminis-
trators and students celebrat-
ed the last 100 days of school
by honoring its seniors.

In 100 days the seniors
will end their high school ca-
reers.

To celebrate the occasion
the school held a pizza party
with food donated by Carlo’s
Catering in East Boston.

The event was planned by
the Senior Council Co- Pres-
idents Ashley Figueroa and
Sebastian Parra as well as
Council members Alejandra
Bonilla, Angelica Acosta,
Eileen Zamarano, Mela-
nie Agudelo, Nasja Taylor,
Naylene Rivera, Jennifer Pi-
mentel Colon and senior ad-
visors Mr. Andrew Faiz and

Ms. Tiana Tassinari.

EAST BOSTON HIGH SCHOOL STAFF HONORS SENIORS

EBHS seniors were treated to a pizza party. Shown in the
photo are Amaya Walter, Destiny Martinez, Nestor Beltre, and
Richard Sanchez.

EBHS seniors Mozell Johniken
and Michael Pujols pose for

a photo during last week'’s
celebration.

EBHS seniors play games during a celebration to mark the
seniors last 100 days of school.

EBHS seniors pose with a cake to mark the last 100 days of their
high school careers. From left, Naylene Rivera, Able Fuentes,
Bryan Cedano, Bryan Bonilla, and Nasja Taylor.
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EBHS seniors pose for pictures during the event last week at
the school.

EBHS seniors line up for pizza, drinks, cake to celebrate the class’s last 100 days of school.

Food and drinks were donated to the seniors by Carlo’s Catering. Aris Garcia helps serve class-

In accordance with our host and surrounding community agreements, hiring preference is given to properly qualified
residents of the cities of (1) Everett, (2) Malden, and (3) Boston, Cambridge, Chelsea, Medford, and Somerville.

You deserve
more than a job.
You deserve an
Encore.

Encore Boston Harbor is hiring.

Hynes Convention Center
March 18,9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Exclusive access for Residents of our
Host & Surrounding Communities
from 7 a.m. -9 a.m.

BOSTON HARBOR

encorebostonjobs.com

mates drinks.

A health plan for seniors
65 or older with
both Medicare
and MassHealth

Meet us at our hiring event at the e
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o
v f‘ SENIOR WHOLE HEALTHg
"

| Simple. Secure. Independent.
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1-866-566-3524 (Toll-free) TTY/TID: 111 www.seniorwholehealth.com
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THE THIRD ANNUAL WOUNDED VETERANS HOCKEY TOURNAMENT AT PORRAZZO RINK

It was a great day a Porraz- honored guest Staff Sgt. JD  Police, National Guard, Tran- vere Police and the challeng- pions. The real winners were our country.
zo Rink last Saturday morn- Williams, U.S. Army sniper, sit Police, Malden Police all ers, Winthrop Fire and Police. everyone who attended the Included in the price of
ing. Local EMS and veteran a triple-amputee wounded in played a grueling four games It was a tough match, and at event, they got to see great admission was the after party
hockey teams faced off to battle, to drop the puck forthe of 25 minutes each to get to the end of regulation time they hockey and meet real heroes for the players and guests at
help raise funds for wounded championship game. Teams the championship round. It were tied 2-2. The Revere Po- on and off the ice and the the Mottola Post (Casa Lucia)
veterans. Andy Biggio and from Revere PD, Saugus Fire came down to two teams at lice took it in overtime to be ~American veterans who were with a fabulous dinner for all
his team brought is special and Police, Winthrop Fire and 4-0, returning champs the Re-  back-to-back hockey cham- wounded in battle defending in attendance.

‘ WHEN YOU

we're here to help.

\JF‘ CAN'TWAIT,

EAST BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CENTER

| * EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
The 2019 repeat Champions, the Revere Police Dept., shown with Mayor Brian Arrigo, Joe

DeFeo and veteran’s agent Marc Silvestri.

High-quality, coordinated treatment ® Open 24 hours a day,
7 days a week ¢ Located at 10 Gove Street, first floor,

just three blocks from Maverick Station oREATH
&5 &

617-569-5800

www.ebnhcorge FIEJ M@ Y: ©

WINTHROP MARKE ACE

"Your Independent Grocer, Where Old Friends Meet And New Ones Are Made"
SALE PAYS THURSPAY MARCH 14TH THROUGH WEDNESPAY MARCH 20TH, 2019

Grocezy DPleat

Great grocesy specials B j
Tuttorosso Canned Tomatoes (greenlabel ....10/410.00 " M eaL Cu1.: (Al (Sveley (228 o
Campbell's Soup (all varieties) ..10/510.00 Ground Beef & Patties Ground Fresh Daily

Best Yet Bread Crumbs 15 oz ..10/$10.00 Gamily Pack _ﬁ;'pma
Green Giant Boxed Steam Fresh Vegetables 10/410.00

Dunkin’ Donuts K-Cups........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiciieeees $5.99
Cheez-lts 2/55.00 Top Round Center Cut Steaks.......ccccouuuueneen £$3.69/1b

Assorted Bone-In Pork Loin Chops ............. 4149/1b

Best Yet Peanut Butter $3. Grade A Chicken Leg Quarters 79¢/1b

Starkist Canned Chunk Light Tuna $3.00 o0 Round Roast Beof o 33.59/1
Arm & Hammer Laundry Detergent..................... 24.

Whole Broiler Chickens eeee. 2149710
Snow Clam or Corn Chowder

Best Yet Deluxe Macaroni & Cheese Bob Evans Side Dishes 2/46.00

Weight Watchers Smart Ones 3. Bar-S Bacon 12 oz 2/4700

Rays Bagel

Dragone Ricotta 2 Ib >8.

Simply Smart Milk 64 oz 56. bl cchkerec SPpecicls

Best Yet Crescent Rolls 55 Friday, March 15 through Sunday, March 17

BAKERY
- Variety Ch k $12.99

(l);//4 Rosemary Olive Oil Flat Bread ........c.cccceceeueeueeeeuccncnnns $249

Butterball Oven Roasted Turkey Breast...... $9.99/1b R pberry or Ch, Danish 5399
Event organizer Andy Biggio is shown with the champions Revere Police and runners up Win- Sretechmar Black Forest Ham. S (oEu _ . _
throp Fire and Police at Porrazzo rink last Saturday afternoon at the 3rd Annual Hockey Tourna- Best Yet Imported Cooked Ham ..$2.69/Ip ) HansKissle Red Blios Potato Salad.................. #2.79/1b

Best Yet Provolone Cheese............ccccauau....... $2.99/1b Our Own In Store Antipasto ook AL
ment for Wounded Veterans. NATUFa] CASING HOT DOGS coeerrresrsseeeerrssssssresesssssmees 54.99/1b

Bakesy ProDuGE

‘ 54,
Toasted Onion Rolls 4 pk 35299 Fresh Plump Blueberry Plntsazs/ 2 40:
Lemon Crunch Pie 4349 c=bicon A cleae
New York Style Crumb Cake 5599 EcechlGreenlAle parag ue e —— £1.89/1b
St. Patrick's Day Goodies-Cupcakes & Cakes! MEAT

Family Pack 85% Hamburger-...............ccocceveieeeennnd $3.99/1b

(/)wm Family Pack Bonel Chicken Breast 41.59/Ib
q _ 57

e e T e 51.39/1Ib Best Yet Cooked Shrimp 371 -400t. ..o @ 799
Tropical Golden Sweet Pineapples 2/45.00
Loose Red Potatoes 79¢/1b

GROCERY

Pepsi 2 Liter 10/410.00 plus deposit
Fresh & Sweet Red LeRouge Peppers.............. £1.99/1b Tropicana Orange Juice 52 0Z. ......oowrrvrrvveeees 2/%5.00 limit 4
Sweet & Juicy Cantaloupe 2/43.00 Hood Ice Cream 2/%4.00 limit 4

35 REVERE ST., WINTHROP ¢(617) 846-6880 ® WWW.WINTHROPMKTPLACE.COM

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8am-9pm ¢ Sun 8am-7pm * Not responsible for typographical errors.
We have the right to limit quantities.

The 2018 champions and soon to be crowned 2019 Champions
the Revere Police Dept.

WE CAN HELP PAY YOUR
HEATING BILLS!

You may qualify for ABCD’s Fuel Assistance Program and be eligible
for as much as $1,400 towards your heating costs (oil, gas, or electric).

The National Guard donned a different uniform for the day, led
by team Captain/Sgt. Jamie Chambers.

Maximum benefit is $1,400

Household of 1=$35,510 Cold days are coming.

Household of 3 = $57,363

Household of 4 = $68,289

APPLY TODAYI ABCD E.a.st Boston APAC

VISITOR

U.S. Armt Staff Sgt. and sniperJDWiIIiams drops the puck be- 21 Merldlan Stl’eet, EaSt BOSton
R Poli .S d and Winthrop Police Offi
mﬁzncoﬁ\rl]irlfy.mce Lt. Steven Ford and Winthrop Police Officer 61 7 567 8857

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588 3 bﬂ Action for Boston Community Development

178 Tremont Street Boston MA 02111 + bostonabcd.org
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT
SAYS TO BRING
BACK NON-CITIZEN

VOTING MEASURE

CHELSEA - A small order
on the Feb. 25 Council agenda
likely didn’t attract a lot of at-
tention at the regular meeting,
but Council President Damali
Vidot said she had hoped it
could have sparked a conver-
sation.

That measure, which she
introduced, revolved around
looking at the possibility of
allowing non-citizens who are
here legally to vote in munici-
pal elections.

Instead, she said, she was
greeted with silence — and a
‘no’ vote.

“We have people invest-
ed in our community, who
own homes, have kids in the
schools and own businesses,
but because they are citizens,
they can’t vote in our elec-
tions,” she said. “Why not
have a conversation about al-
lowing them to vote? The fact
my colleagues didn’t want to
at least have a conversation is
a travesty.”

The roll call consisted of a
5-6 defeated vote, with Vidot
and Councillors Judith Gar-
cia, Yamir Rodriguez, Enio
Lopez and Giovanni Recupe-
ro agreeing to begin talking
about it.

Those voting against were
Councillor Roy Avellaneda,
Calvin Brown, Joe Perlaton-
da, Luis Tejada, Leo Robinson
and Bob Bishop.

Vidot said she fully intends
to bring the matter back in 90
days.

“I don’t understand why
we couldn’t entertain this, to
allow people to be part of the
civic process,” she said. “At
the minimum, I thought we
could have a conversation. If [
had known there would be this
reaction from my colleagues,
I would have organized be-
fore. I have every intention of
bringing it back again in 90
days. We can’t be in the habit

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

of saying ‘no’ without talking
about it.”

Other cities in Massachu-
setts have voted to allow
non-citizens to vote, including
Cambridge and Brookline.
Such a petition by the Council
would require a home rule pe-
tition by the State Legislature.
It would also require legisla-
tive action by the State House
as well.

The measure in Chelsea
would not allow non-citizens
to vote in state or federal elec-
tions.

STEPHANIE SIMON

WINS NATIONALS

CHELSEA - At a certain
point, it would be wise to just
leave the Chelsea High record
books in girls’ track blank
until junior Stephanie Simon
graduates.

The champion jumper, run-
ner and hurdler tends to break
most school records, and then
break her own records time
and time again. At a certain
point, her coaches say, they
will probably fill it all in after
she graduates.

Simon, 16, comes from a
strong athletic family — and
her sister, Martine — is the
only runner to have ever beat
her in a meet. Now, she has
focused in on jumping events
and has put together a string
of wins during the indoor sea-
son this winter.

Recently, she took first
place in the Division 2 state
long jump, and took second
place in the New England
Championship meet. Earlier
this year, at the multi-state
Dartmouth Relays, she took
first in the long jump and high
jump.

This weekend, she will
travel to New York City for
the second year in a row
to compete in the National
Championship indoor meet.

But back in Chelsea, if you
see a young lady cutting it up
on a skateboard, that might be
Stephanie Simon.

“When I'm not training or
practicing, I like to ride a pen-
ny board,” she said. “I ride it
everywhere, even to school. |
think that’s why I can jump. I
think that’s something every
jumper has to have to be suc-
cessful and that is being able
to take a risk. You have to be
willing to take a risk to throw
yourself in a pit of sand or
give it everything you have to
flop up and over the high jump
bar. It’s the adrenaline I like.”

Simon was born in Chel-
sea to Hubert and Mathilde
Simon, who originally came
from Haiti. Her older broth-
er, Norbert, was also a track
standout, as was her sister,
Martine, who graduated last
year. She said her younger
brother, Emanuel, has poten-
tial in the 200 sprint.

She attended the Early
Learning Center, the Berkow-
itz School, the Clark Avenue
Middle School and has settled
in at Chelsea High — where
she keeps a 3.4 grade point
average and is active in aca-
demics.

But her cool demeanor like-
ly comes from having to con-
tain herself on the track. Un-
like with the sprints — where
she also has great success
within the conference meets
— she said she has learned that
a jumper (whether high jump,
long jump or triple jump)
needs to stay in control.

“Adrenaline is good for
running, but for jumping you
have to kind of put it in a
bottle and use it to motivate
you and counter it with tech-
nique,” she said. “For jump-
ing and sprints, unlike dis-
tance running, it’s half mental
and half physical.”

It will be a very important
quality when she arrives at
the New York City Armory
this weekend with her coach,
Cesar Hernandez. Last year
was her first indoor national
meet, and she said it was over-
whelming.

“Last year, stepping into
that building was so over-

whelming,” she said, noting
that there hasn’t been another
Chelsea runner since Bobby
Goss decades ago to go to na-
tionals. “Every runner there
was working hard and wanted
to win. I didn’t do so well, but
it made me even more deter-
mined to do better at the na-
tional outdoor meet in North
Carolina last spring and I did.”

When she went to the Dart-
mouth Relays earlier this year,
she said that same New York
feeling came upon her, but she
was able to shake it off, which
is something she said she will
do when she goes back to
New York this week.

“I told myself it’s the same
events and the same sand,”
she said. “I was able to recov-
er and move on.”

Amazingly, Simon was
never a runner until she got to
high school, unlike many top
runners who have been at it
since grade school.

“My freshman year I didn’t
even run that first season,”
she said. “I liked soccer. I
was able to make varsity my
freshman year. In the winter, I
played basketball. Then I did
outdoor track and I was really
good at it. In track, there was
so much support and it was
like a big family. My fresh-
man year [ was trying to figure
everything out. Everyone kept
telling me I had more poten-
tial in track. I listened to them
and I'm glad I stayed.”

Simon credited Coach Her-
nandez with helping her take
bigger and bigger steps as a
runner and, especially, as a
jumper. As a raw athlete, she
had talent, but she said Her-
nandez helped her to develop
technique and pushed her not
to just rely on athleticism.

“If he wasn’t my coach, I
would not be doing what I'm
doing,” she said. “He fits the
kind of coach I need.”

She also credited her team-
mates for being a great sup-
port system.

She also credited her fami-
ly, who she said has been very

proud of her academically and
in sports.

“In our family, everyone
has their thing they are best
at,” she said. “I guarantee I
win at track.”

OFFICIALS LOOKING
TO REVAMP

STREETS AND PARKS

EVERETT - The City is
seeking input from residents
on a proposal to renovate and
revamp two parks up the hill
from Ferry Street — with one
of them proposed to be a co-
lossal dog park.

The City unveiled plans
from Bohler Engineering on
Monday at a public meeting
cut thin by the snow storm,
and the plans call for new
concepts at the Central Ave-
nue playground and the Hale
School Site on Glendale
Street. Both are just around
the corner from one another,
and City Planner Tony Sousa
said they are being viewed as
tandem projects.

Both parks are in a heavily
and dense residential district
on the west side of Broadway,
and are funded within the
current Capital Improvement
Plan (CIP).

Central Avenue appears to
be the most exciting of the
two proposals, with a plan to
convert the playground into a
$1.1 million dog park.

“Central Avenue is a small
parcel and our proposal is to
convert it into a dog park with
some public gathering space,”
he said. “It’s designed to be
an active dog park with water
features and other elements.
It goes beyond the traditional
stone dust and grass. We're
putting in a small water splash
feature and misting stations
with obstacles and equipment.
It’s no different than a tradi-
tional playground, but it is
centered on dogs. It’s not the
first dog park, but it’s the first
one we’re taking to this lev-
el with added amenities like
a water feature and obstacle

courses for dogs. It’s excit-
ing.”

Then, just around the cor-
ner on Glendale Street, the
old Hale School site that is
now a passive park would be
converted to passive and ac-
tive. The paths and benches
would be retained, but new
playgrounds would be added
throughout the existing park.

“We do plan on putting
playgrounds throughout the
park space, and we’re also po-
tentially going to make space
there for a community gar-
den,” he said.

That project is at a budget
of $1.5 million and all of the
play areas would have a rub-
berized surface and would be
ADA compliant.

Naturally, both parks would
retain as many existing trees
as possible, and new trees
would be added along with
new landscaping.

Sousa said they hope to bid
out both projects as one tan-
dem project in the spring.

“The game plan for these
is to put it out to bid later this
year an start construction late
this fall with a completion in
the spring of 2020,” he said.

Ideally, he said, they would
hope that one construction
firm would big on both parks
in order to reduce some of the
mobilization costs — especial-
ly since they are only about a
block from one another.

This would be the first two
park projects in central Ever-
ett designed by Bohler. How-
ever, the company is not new
to Everett. They are responsi-
ble for the design of the new
Encore-funded playground at
7-acre Park — a playground
that will be completed by
June.

*Another park project on
the way this summer is Ros-
setti Park by Waters Ave-
nue and the Northern Strand
Bike Trail. Already, the roller
hockey rink has been taken
down there, with plans for it

See NEWS Page 9
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By Sheila Barth

Before attending SpeakEasy
Stage Company’s production of
eight Tony Award-winning mu-
sical, “Once,” we were advised
to arrive 15 minutes early, for a
lively pre-show.

We weren’t disappointed.

The actors and singers who
collectively provide the musi-
cal accompaniment, opened the
play, performing lively Czech,
klezmer and Irish “kitchen”
tunes, typical of a neighborhood
Irish “kitchen” jamboree.

Theatergoers were enchanted
with the group of 12 multi-tal-
ented, versatile actors-musi-
cians, helmed by SpeakEasy
general manager Paul Melone.
The audience marveled espe-
cially at their musicianship,
their harmonious vocals, solos,
and blends, and their individual

THEATER REVIEWS

ONCE

ability to play a variety of instru-
ments. Veteran Boston-national
favorite Kathy St. George, orig-
inally from Stoneham, is a scene
stealer, portraying Czech moth-
er-grandmother Baruska. She
sings, plays the melodica, piano,
squeezebox, tambourine, and
rhythmically pounds out percus-
sion beats.

Did I say she also does nifty
Irish and spirited Czechoslovaki-
an folk dances with the ensem-
ble? Kudos, ubiquitous choreog-
rapher Ilyse Robbins.

Moving chairs and a huge,
black trunk that doubles as a
table, platform, and more, the
ensemble is perpetually singing,
moving, strumming, fiddling,
laughing, fighting, appearing to
have a helluva time on stage.

Lending a comedic touch,
when actors speak in Czech, Mi-
randa McLean’s white-lettered

supertitles flash overhead, in En-
glish.

The story line of girl-meets-
boy, their blooming love, and
girl-loses boy, all occurs in one
week. The story seems second-
ary, though. “Once” is more of
an exaltation of music and its be-
neficence to mankind.

Calling his portrayal as Guy,
depressed, discouraged Dublin
street acoustic guitarist, “a dream
role,” Nile Scott Hawver cap-
tures the thirtysomething’s heart-
ache over his girlfriend’s leav-
ing him and the love songs he
wrote for her. Guy suffers from
writer-singer’s block, even after
meeting and being motivated by
Girl, (Boston Conservatory alum
Mackenzie Lesser-Roy) sweet-
faced, sincere, pretty Czech im-
migrant, who enthuses over his
musical abilities, Guy remains
unsure, downcast, but Girl is

determined to ignite a creative
fire under him. She’s emotion-
ally moved, in thrall with Guy’s
love songs, and is determined to
become his muse, tenaciously
refusing to let him give up. Girl
also helps Guy secure a bank
loan to get to New York. Luck-
ily, the banker is a frustrated,
Irish singer-musician, who sings
offkey, but plays the guitar well,
so he’s invited to join the band.

Besides falling in love with
Guy, Girl also yearns for but
can’t afford a piano to accompa-
ny him.

Guy and his father have
a great relationship (talented
Irish actor Billy Meleady), and
Hawver and Lesser-Roy, (she
also portrayed Girl in the na-
tional touring production), have
a warm chemistry that starts off
haltingly and blooms into love
that cannot be.

BOX OFFICE

SpeakEasy Stage Company added performances to the
multi-Tony Award winning two-act, 2-1/2 hour musical, book
by Enda Walsh, music and lyrics by Glen Hansard and Marketa
Irglova. Based on the 2007 film by John Carney. By popular
demand, play is extended to April 7. Wednesday, Thursday, 7:30
p-m.; Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 4,8 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.; March 17,
19, at 7:30 p.m.; March 28, 2 p.m. Boston Center for the Arts,
Roberts Studio Theatre, 527 Tremont St, South End, Boston.
Tickets start at $25; senior, student, under 25-year-old discounts.
SpeakEasyStage.com, 617-933-8600.

Or can it? We don’t know.
The play ends with Guy hesitant-
ly calling his girlfriend in New
York City to say he’s coming,
and Girl’s remaining in Dublin
with Ivonka (Reagan Gardiner),
her young daughter, because her
husband, who left them and re-
turned to Czechoslovakia, wants
to return to them.

We’re left cliff-hanging about
Guy-Girl’s relationship. But
we’re acutely aware of the plot’s
focus - follow your dream - and

how the power of music con-
nects us all.

Girl may lose Guy, but he has
a special, surprise gift for her he
knows she’ll treasure.

Rounding out this talented,
cohesive ensemble are: Jacob
Brandt, Billy Butler, alternative
Ivonka, Clara Cochran; Chris
Coffey, Robert X. Newman,
Marta Rymer, Stephen Shore,
Jeff Song and Ellie van Amer-
ongen.

NEWS // CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

to be moved to the seven-acre
Park area. Sousa said they
have $1.1 million set aside
to re-furbish the tennis courts
and landscaping there.

Beyond that, and maybe
more exciting, is the City is
looking to locate shipping
container retail opportunities
on the area of the park nearest
the bike path. That is an ini-
tiative championed by May-
or Carlo DeMaria earlier this
year, and Sousa said they have
taken his idea and hope to im-
plement it at Rossetti.

“The electricity is already
there for the tennis courts, and
we’re looking to get all of that
together,” he said. “That’s a
very exciting aspect of this
project.”

*Other Park projects in the
queue: Phase 2 of Meadows
Park (behind St. Anthony’s
Church) will go out to bid lat-
er this month. Appleton Street
Park renovations will also be
bid out this spring, and up-
grades to Wehrner Park will
also be bid out.

Sousa said it is a credit to
the City Council working with
Mayor Carlo DeMaria to fund
a very active CIP for this year,
a plan that helps to create new
and improved park spaces ev-

ery year.

CHARGES AGAINST
FORESTEIRE

OUTLINED

EVERETT - What is de-
tailed in the Everett Police
criminal complaint against
former Supt. Fred Foresteire
— though just an allegation at
this point — is shocking and
sad to many in the communi-
ty.

The redacted complaint —
which does not contain names
of victims or interviewees —
became available to the media
late last week, and the 15-page
complaint relies on seven in-
terviews with alleged victims,
current administrators, City
Hall employees, staff mem-
bers and former employees of
the district.

It paints a picture of a man
who allegedly obsessed over
certain women and allegedly
took action — mostly at the
School Administration Build-
ing — on those feelings.

It was a place, according to
the complaint, that was like
Las Vegas.

“(The victim) stated that
on one occasion Foresteire
allegedly told her that the Ad-
ministration Building is ‘Like
Las Vegas, what happens here
stays here,” read the criminal
complaint filed by Everett Po-
lice in Malden District Court.

The allegations in the vo-
luminous report are graphic,
but particularly for two of the
victims — and some of the in-
cidents are being corroborated
by current and former school

employees who told police
they were informed of the al-
legations long before the con-
troversy erupted publicly last
fall.

One of the victims was a
long-time employee with the
schools who, among other
allegations, said her troubles
began when she went into
work at the Administration
Building on a Sunday in 2012
or early 2013.

The problem started when
her friend dropped her off and
Foresteire allegedly asked her
if that was her “lesbian lover.”

Soon after, she alleged that
Foresteire came towards her
and unzipped her sweat jack-
et and allegedly began kissing
her neck and chest area. She
pushed him away and told him
to stop, and then he allegedly
suggested she go into an adja-
cent room and “bend over” so
he could come up behind her.

As that unfolded a co-work-
er arrived and the day went on
without incident.

However, when they were
leaving, she went to tell him
they were going home.

At that point, she began to
leave the conference room and
Foresteire allegedly pushed
her up against a filing cabinet
and forced her legs apart and
allegedly rubbed his genitals
on her. She was able to break
free and flee the building.

On the following Monday,
she said it was like nothing
had happened.

The victim said that in her
two years at the Adminis-
tration Building, there were
alleged routine harassments,
and Foresteire would alleged-
ly try to find opportunities
when no one was around to
touch her inappropriately.
Early in 2013, however, she
was finally told she would
be re-assigned. However, the
re-assignment she ended up
with was not what was prom-
ised. She told police that was
allegedly because Foresteire
said she had told people about
the alleged incidents.

Soon, she was working the
switchboard at an elementary
school. During the first year
at that assignment, the victim
said Foresteire would alleged-
ly call the switchboard to
speak with her. When he was
assured it was the victim, he
would allegedly ask her sexu-
ally explicit questions. During
the final two years of her em-
ployment, this time at a differ-
ent school, she said all of the
alleged harassment stopped as
if it had never happened.

According to the com-
plaint, one of Foresteire’s al-
leged common activities was
to call select women on the
switchboard and ask them
sexually explicit and graphic
questions .

Another  victim, who
worked at the Administration

Building in 2017 and 2018,
detailed other incidents where
Foresteire would allegedly
call and ask explicit questions.
The woman said she did not
report it for fear of losing her
job and not being able to pro-
vide for her children.

That victim told police she
felt Foresteire was allegedly
obsessed with her, leading her
to enlist friends and other vic-
tims to help her so she would
not be alone in the building.

“The victim told me that
Foresteire was allegedly ob-
sessed with her and that he
would allegedly often touch
her,” read the report. “She
told me that he has on count-
less occasions allegedly put
his hand on her and allegedly
grabbed her butt. She stated
that he would allegedly pa-
rade her around the School
Administration Building as if
to show her off. When he saw
her, he would allegedly make
her stand up and turn around
so that he could look at her
and inspect what she was
wearing.”

That victim also detailed
two alleged incidents, one in
2017 and one in 2018, when
Foresteire allegedly ripped
her shirt and bra off with
force, and allegedly began
to kiss her exposed chest —
which she indicated terrified
her. It wasn’t long after that,
she told police, that she began
to complain and was finally
terminated.

Another former princi-
pal in Everett corroborated
many of the accounts, and
also reported another alleged
account of a teacher who For-
esteire allegedly tried to pull
her clothes off during a visit
to the school. The principal
had written notes on the inci-
dent from 2011 that she had
kept, and turned them over
to police. The teacher had not
wanted to report the matter so
as not to risk her job, but she
did request that the principal
allegedly notify her if Forest-
eire was coming to the build-
ing so she could make sure
she wasn’t alone.

That principal also alleged
she was the subject of a lewd
comment, allegedly, by For-
esteire. She alleged that after
attending a School Committee
meeting, the next day Forest-
eire called to tell her he liked
to look up her dress when
she sat in the front row of the
meetings.

“(The  principal)  told
me that Foresteire alleged-
ly would ‘accidentally’ rub
against or touch her breasts,”
read the report. “She told me
that if she reacted, Foresteire
would allegedly apologize as
if it was unintentional, but if
she didn’t react, he would say
nothing.”

To counter all of the allega-
tions, a current high-ranking

female official in the School
Administration — the former
director of curriculum accord-
ing to the report — told police
she has never heard anyone
tell her of any harassment or
assault by Foresteire.

“She told me that no one
ever told her about Mr. For-
esteire acting inappropriate-
ly,” the report read. “She told
me that she was the director of
curriculum and that it was not
her position, that any reports
would go to the Title 9 direc-
tor. I then asked her specifi-
cally if she recalled speaking
with either (Victim 1) or (Vic-
tim 2) about Mr. Foresteire
and she told me no.”

Several more incidents
were detailed in the criminal
complaint, which are just al-
legations. It has been pointed
out by DA Marian Ryan con-
sistently that Foresteire is in-
nocent until proven guilty.

In the report, Attorney
Mark Rotondo is mentioned
as representing some of the
victims. Contacted by the In-
dependent, he said he would
not comment on the specifics.

“This cannot be tried in the
news,” he said. “Even Fred
Foresteire is entitled to due
process of law. It will be up
to a jury of his peers to deter-
mine if he is guilty beyond a
reasonable doubt.”

Attorney Tara Swartz has
been handling cases for three
victims who have filed com-
plaints with the Massachu-
setts Commission Against
Discrimination (MCAD). She
is also mentioned in the com-
plaint, and issued a statement
last week.

“My firm represents three
women who filed sexual ha-
rassment claims with the
MCAD against the former
Superintendent of the Ever-
ett Public Schools, Frederick
Foresteire,” she wrote. “My
clients have always believed
that they are not alone in what
they endured during their em-
ployment with EPS. They re-
main resolute in the pursuit of
their claims, as well as their
hope that coming forward
will assist in effectuating real
change within the school sys-
tem. We have no comment
about the criminal charges
announced today against Mr.
Foresteire. We will let due
process unfold and the evi-
dence to be presented for a
jury to decide.”

The Everett Teachers As-
sociation said they were dis-
turbed by the charges and
said they would support their
members who have been vic-
timized.

“These are very disturb-
ing charges,” wrote President
Kim Auger. “The Everett
Teachers Association has tak-
en important steps to support
any members who may have
been victimized and we will

continue to do so.”

Foresteire’s attorneys,
Spruce Law, have not returned
repeated phone calls to com-
ment on the allegations.

Foresteire is due in Mal-
den District Court on April 4
for an arraignment on seven
charges.

WATERFRONT
REPORT GIVEN TO

COUNCIL

LYNN - Dave Andrews of
Brown, Richardson and Rowe
gave a brief overview of the
Lynn Waterfront Open Space
Master Plan to the City Coun-
cil last week.

Since the plan was devel-
oped there have been sever-
al public meetings on it. The
next will be the final public
meeting, which will be held in
late winter or early spring.

The Lynn Waterfront Open
Space Master Plan to create
public parks, plazas and con-
tinuous promenade along the
waterfront. The project area
runs from east of the Lynnway
between the General Edwards
Bridge and the Nahant Cause-
way. The project intends to
increase public access to the
water and

“Improvements to the Lyn-
nway and the Carroll Parkway
are essential to making the
waterfront welcoming and ac-
cessible,” Andrews said of the
305 acres involved.

Between this area are ap-
proximately 1.75 miles of
coastline.

Andrews said they have
been working on this for
about a year and a half. City,
State and DCR officials have
all had a look at the report.

“This provides good public
access to the waterfront where
it currently does not exist,”
Andrews said. “It gives the
city the chance to guide and
shape it.”

To date, there have been
three public meeting and two
walks of the site.

He noted that development
in the area will take the course
over several years. The devel-
opment will also address areas
of coastal erosion, woodlands
and wetlands near the General
Edwards Bridge and the dete-
riorating of seawalls.

“This is unique because this
is an open space master plan,”
Andrews said. “This provides
a new vision based on all this
work that can be done in the
waterfront area, the design
and implementation of strat-
egies.”

LETTERIE NAMED
TOWN COUNCIL VICE

PRESIDENT
WINTHROP - Business-
man and Precinct 2 Councilor
James Letterie was appointed
to serve on the Town Council

TO PLACE YOUR AD CALL 781-485-0588

as vice president. The previ-
ous vice president was attor-
ney and councilor Phil Bon-
core.

The council typically
makes its own appointments
this time of year, also assign-
ing councilors to various com-
mittees.

Also nominated but not
earning enough votes was
Precinct 4 Councilor Heath-
er Engman, has served two
terms on the council. Prior to
that she served for a term on
the Board of Health.

“With the center business
district she has led the way to
add provisions for account-
ability,” said Councilor Nick
LoConte, noting her legal
knowledge has been helpful
during lawsuits the town has
been involved in.

Letterie, has also served on
the Finance Committee, the
Miller Field Committee and
school building committee.

“He’s been involved in ev-
ery major project in town in
the last 12 years,” Boncore
said.

By a vote of 5-3 Letterie
was selected as vice president.
In other council business:

* The council voted to au-
thorize bonding in the amount
of $586,000 from the MWRA
for the Center Business Dis-
trict Infrastructure project.

* The next Town Council
meeting will be March 19

TAXI FARES SET TO

INCREASE
WINTHROP - There was
quiet opposition Tuesday
night to the proposal to raise
the Winthrop Taxi fares at the
Town Council meeting. Even
with the fare increase a ride in
a Winthrop taxi will cost less
than an Uber or Lyft ride.
Shawn Cluen, owner of
Ride Right Transportation,
doing business as Winthrop
Taxi got approval from the
Town Council Tuesday night
to increase a regular fare any-
where in Winthrop to Win-
throp to from $4 one way to
$6 each way. For Winthrop
seniors the one-way fare
would be increased from $3
to $5. Another perk the taxi
company would like to add is
a “Senior Day” on Wednes-
days when seniors pay $4 to
anywhere in Winthrop from
anywhere in Winthrop.
Councilor Phil Boncore
conferred that an Uber or Lyft
ride from one end of the two
to the other could be $8-$10.
Senior Center Director
Kathryn Dixon said the senior
center runs its own 10-passen-
ger van and only charges $3
round trip.
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Mary Ellen Welch

Long time East Boston educator
and community activist

Mary Ellen Welch, a life-
long East Boston resident,
teacher and community activ-
ist, passed away on March 7.

Mary was a graduate of
Emmanuel College where she
earned her teaching degree.
She was totally committed
to her community. First and
foremost, she was extremely
proud to be a school teacher
for 47 V2 years, mostly serving
the East Boston community
at the O’Donnell Elementary
School.

Mary was predeceased by
her brother, Charles Welch
and survived by her sister
Eleanor MacMullen and her
husband, Gary, brother Jack
Welch, sister in law, Joanne
Welch, nieces Bridget Hen-
nen and her husband, Mark,
Amy Battisti and her hus-
band, Steve, Carrie Palmer

and her husband, Michael,
nephews, Timothy and Bren-
dan MacMullen, grand niece
and grand nephew, Madeline
Battisti, and Sam Battisti.
Services will be private.
People who wish to remember
her may donate to either the
East Boston Greenway or the
Piers Park Sailing Center.

Ida Cennamo
Of East Boston

Ida Cennamo of East Bos-
ton passed away on March 10.

The loving daughter of
Salvatore and Gaetana (La-
Sala) Cennamo, she was the
dear sister of the late Louise
Iannaccone, Fanny Meola,
Mary Cennamo, Lucy Pig-
natone and Anna Cennamo
and is also survived by many
loving nieces, nephews, great
nieces and great nephews and
two very special great great
nieces. Family and friends

will honor Ida’s life by gath-
ering at the Ruggiero Family
Memorial Home, 971 Sara-
toga Street, East Boston on
Monday, March 18 from 4
to 8 p.m. and again Tuesday
morning, March 19 at 10
a.m. for a prayer service be-
fore leaving in procession to
St. Michael’s Cemetery, 500
Canterbury Street, Roslindale
where Ida will be laid to rest.
For more information, please
visit www.ruggieromh.com.

Viola Mercurio
Of East Boston

Viola A. Mercurio of East
Boston passed away on Feb.
24 surrounded by her loving
family at the age of 92.

The beloved wife of the late
Thomas F. Mercurio, she was
the devoted mother of Do-
lores Lombardi of Cambridge
and John R. Mercurio and his
wife, Gail of Wakefield; dear
sister of Robert Caristo and
his wife, Ann, Rita Petrozzelli
and her husband, Pat and the
late Rocco Caristo; cherished

grandmother of John T. Mer-
curio and his wife, Lauren
and Melissa Lamarche and
her husband, Chris and adored
great-grandmother of Callie
and Christopher Lamarche
and Julia and Norah Mercurio.
She is also survived by many
loving nieces and nephews.

A memorial service was
held. For more information,
please visit www.ruggierombh.
com.
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Michael James Rauseo
Of Revere

Michael James Rau-
seo of Revere, formerly of
Winthrop and East Boston,
passed away unexpectedly
on March 7. The loving son
of the late Frank and Mary
(Buonopane) Rauseo, he was
the cherished brother of An-
thony Rauseo of Winthrop
and his twin sister, Deanna
Rauseo of Saugus and is also
survived by his many other
relatives and friends.

Family and friends will
honor Michael’s life by gath-
ering at the Ruggiero Family

Memorial Home, 971 Sara-
toga Street, (Orient Heights)
East Boston, today, Wednes-
day at 8:30 a.m., before leav-
ing in procession to St.Jo-
seph- St.Lazarus Church, 59
Ashley Street, East Boston,
for a 10 a.m. Funeral Mass
in honor of Michael’s life.
Services will conclude with
Michael being laid to rest in
Winthrop Cemetery (Belle
Isle Section.) For more in-
formation, please visit: www.
ruggieromh.com.

Sebastiano Pignato
Longtime owner of Busty’s Barber Shop
in East Boston

Sebastiano Pignato, born
Oct. 19,1924 in Caltanissetta,
Sicily, passed away peacefully
at home with his loving family
by his bedside on March 6.

Sebastiano was a barber
by trade for many years and
owned Busty’s Barber Shop in
East Boston.

He is survived by his wife
of 62 years, Maria Grazia
“Grace” (D’Anca) Pignato
and his five children: Charles
Pignato and Rosemarie and
her husband, George Gor-
don, all of East Boston, Lil-
lian and her husband, Robert
LeBlanc of Waltham, Joseph
Pignato and his wife, Lynne of
Winthrop and Gina Pignato of
Revere. He was the loving son
of the late Rosa and Calogero,
loving brother of Domenica
and the late Giuseppe, Maria,
and Teresa, all of Sicily. He is
also survived by eight grand-
children, four great-grand-
children and many nieces and

nephews.

Family and friends will
honor Mr. Pignato by gath-
ering on Thursday, March 14
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Rug-
giero  Family = Memorial
Home, 971 Saratoga Street,
(Orient Heights) East Boston,
and again on Friday morning
at the Sacred Heart Church,
Brooks Street, East Boston
for a Funeral Mass in celebra-
tion of Mr. Pignato’s life at 10
a.m. (Please go directly to the
church.) Services will con-
clude with Mr. Pignato being
laid to rest in Puritan Lawn
Memorial Park, Lake Street,
Peabody.

The funeral home is hand-
icapped accessible. Children’s
lounge available. Courtesy va-
let parking and ample off street
parking with attendants in our
several off street parking lots.
For more information, please
visit www.ruggieromh.com.

Dora Ieni
Of East Boston

Dora (Paradiso) Ieni of East
Boston passed away peaceful-
ly surrounded by her loving
family on Feb. 27 at the age
of 88.

She was the beloved wife
of the late Anthony Ieni,
loving daughter of the late
Enrico and Maria (Capone)
Paradiso; devoted mother
of Vincent Ieni of East Bos-
ton and Marie Russo and her
husband, Michael of Saugus;
dear sister of the late Samu-
el, Angelo, Ernest Paradiso
and Flora Restain; cherished
grandmother of Christine Ca-
pachietti and her husband,
Michael and Lauren Cerbone
and her husband, Emilio and
adored great-grandmother of
Arianna Cerbone. She Is also

Funeral arrangements were
by the Ruggiero Family Me-
morial Home, East Boston.
Services will conclude with
Dora being laid to rest beside
her beloved husband, Anthony
at Holy Cross Cemetery, Mal-

Virginia Forgione
Retiree of the former Cool-Ray Inc. of Chelsea

Family and friends are in-
vited to attend Visiting Hours
today, Thursday, March 14
in the Vertuccio and Smith,
Home for Funerals, 773
Broadway (Route 107) Re-
vere from 4 to 8 p.m. for Vir-
ginia M. (Russo) Forgione
who passed after a brief ill-
ness on Sunday, March 10 at
Care One at Essex Park Reha-
bilitation and Skilled Nursing
of Beverly.

Her funeral will be conduct-
ed from the funeral home on
Friday, March 15, at 10 a.m.,
followed by a Funeral Mass in
St. Anthony of Padua Church,
250 Revere St., Revere at 11
am. and immediately fol-
lowed by interment at Calvary
Cemetery, Winchester.

Mrs. Forgione was born in
Winchester almost one hun-
dred years ago on September
22, 1919. And she was a pack-
er for the former “Cool Ray
Inc.” of Chelsea for over 30
years.

She spent most of her adult
life in on Carroll St. in Chel-
sea before moving to the Vic-
tory Gardens of East Boston.
Her joy was time with her
family and a luncheon date or
early supper date with family.
Virginia also belonged to the
Chelsea Senior Center, where
she enjoyed many a social
functions.

Her beloved late husband,
George J. Forgione, Sr.,

324 Chelsea Street
(near Day Square)

617-567-0910

Please visit
eastietimes.com

VERTUCCIO & SMITH

HOME FOR FUNERALS. INC.

Danny S. Smith

773 Broadway
Revere, MA 02151
Phone (781) 2847756

passed on April 21, 1993; she
was the cherished mother of
George J. Forgione, Jr. and
his wife, Janet of Boxford and
Joan F. DeNapoli and her hus-
band, Paul R. DeNapoli; the
devoted grandmother to Kris-
tina E. Forgione and her hus-
band, Fahd Cynndy of Saudi
Arabia and Korinne G. Bryant
and her husband, Kyle Bryant
of New Hampshire; the dear
sister of the late Victor Russo
and his late wife, Louise Rus-
so and the late James Russo.
She is also lovingly survived
by four great grandchildren,
Faris, Tariq, Ziyad and Bro-
dy. A fifth eagerly anticipat-
ed great grandchild is due in
May. Several nieces and neph-
ews also survive Virginia.

For more information,
please visit www.vertuccio-
andsmith.com.

den. For more information,

survived by many loving niec- €N )
visit ruggieromh.com.

es and nephews.

" Vozza®

"Beechwood”
Funeral
Home

TORF FUNERAL
SERVICE

Pre-need planning with our
ptice protection guarantee.
Arrangements made at our
facility or in the comfort of
your own home

4 generations of the Torf Tradition:

Deborah Torf Golden
262 Beach St.,, Revere Any Tof Gl
Hyman ]. Trf (1903-2000)
(781)284-1127 ML Tof (1867-1940)
Louis R. Vazza ~ Funeral (617) 889-2900
(800)428-7161

W.vazzaﬁmemls.cond

www.totffuneralsetvice.com

THINK OF IT AS
AN OWNER’S
MANUAL FOR
YOUR MONEY.

The free Consumer Action Handbook. In print and online at
ConsumerAction.gov, it's the everyday guide to getting the most
for your hard-earned money. For your free copy, order online at
ConsumerAction.gov; write to Handbook, Pueblo, CO 81009; or
call toll-free 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.

Consumer
Action
Handbook

=
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A public service message from the U.S. General Services Administration.

www.vertuccioandsmith.com
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Q In Memory of X
$ Anthony §
N nthonyy
N N
Y Palmer %
March 15th 2018 g

N
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N

X

y Y
L e Y
,\, It been a year, already, \,
4%: since the passing of Anthony. %,
% I can’t believe that a year has passed. Q’,
It seems such a short time ago. %

I'miss him every day as %
N my family does too. :%,
There is not a day that goes by /\;

that I don’t think about him. %
N Lespecially think of him %,
% when watching é\'
& Anthony Jr playing hockey, %
4\' football and baseball, like his dad. :%,
'k He’s the image of his dad. %’[
& There are no words or feelings %
‘%’ for having such a loss. %
% He was a gifted and special person. &
Winthrops greatest athlete, /\,

I can be partial. %
Although you can’t argue %
with his records. %w

) It easy to go on with life, %
) not so easy for his family. %,
3 “May he never be forgotten %
: and we keep him in our hearts %
N till we meet him again in heaven” \,
% Lm;‘ Uzcle.«‘]im %
AN

OBITUARIES

All obituaries and death notices

will be at a cost of
$100.00 per paper.
That includes photo.
Please send to
obits@reverejournal.com

or call 7814850588
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WINTHROP

Call:

781-485-0588
Fax:

781-485-1403

7 COMMUNITIES

Independent Newspaper Group

Classified

More Than 100,000 Readers Fach Week

REAL ESTATE
Sales * Rentals
Land « Commercial

Professional ¢ Medical
General

* Auto Sales ® Yard Sales
* Miscellaneous

Services

+ 123

APTS. FOR
RENT

REVERE - close fo T 4BR
apt., pets-no. Deleaded
cerfificate - Sec 8
welcome. No utilifies.
LYNN - 3BR pets - no,
No utilities.

(all 781-231-9224
4/4

WINTHROP - Avail. April
1-7 rooms, 3 BR,
washer/dryer, updated
K&B, great location, 5
minutes to bus. Ideal
for family. No pets.
$2400, no Util,, first
plus security. Call 617-
771-2308 or 2307.

DEADLINES: For classi-
fied line ads, deadlines
are Monday by 4 p.m.
Call 781-485-0588 or
fax the ad fo 781-485-
1403

BUILDING

FOR SALE

REVERE

Great Location

2 Store Fronts 1 4BR
Apt. 5 open Pkg. spots
$950.000
6177857027

BINGO

BINGO IS BACK!
BINGO - Lynn - every
Saturday Night!New
location: Sacred

Heart, 581 Boston
$t.(School Gym- behind
the church) Doors
open 4pm, BINGO at
6pm. Approximate-

ly 65% of the money
collected returns to
players as prizes! Up
to $3000 Weekly Pro-
gressive Jackpot! Free
coffee! Free parking

across from Church. Call

781-598-4907!

+ 272 GEN'L
HELP
WANTED

Local church seeks
worship leader

Is God speaking fo you?
Small church seeks wor-
ship leader/song leader.
Keyboard/piano/guitar
efc. a plus.

Sunday mornings
100m-12:30pm a must,
flexible mid week/occa-
sional special events.
Small stipend to

start, more of a faith
endeavor. Contact
ungergary6@
comcast.net

« 137
OFFICE/

COMM'L
RENTALS

Revere Broadway
Office-

2nd floor, 1 room,
$500.

Includes utilities and
parking.

781 864 9958
REVERE: Off Broad-
way. Professional
office space. On public
transportation. Call for
details. 978-590-8810

TO PLACE YOUR AD
CALL 781-485-0588
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Al real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject fo the Federal
Fair Housing Adt of 1968, which
makes it illegal fo advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, color, reli-
gion, sex, handicap, fomilial status
(number of children and or preg-
nancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any infen-
tion to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any adverfising for real
estate that i in violation of the
law. Qur readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tising in this newspaper are avail

FHAP AGENCIES &OTHER STATE/
LOCAL REFERRAL AGENCIES

BOSTON FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION

One City Hall Plaza, Suite 966
Boston, MA 02201-1054
617-635-4408

CAMBRIDGE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

51 Inman Street
Cambridge, MA 02139-1732
617-349-4396

CONNECTICUT COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RIGHTS & OPPORTUNITIES

21 Grand Street, 4th Floor

Hartford, CT 06106-1561

860-541-3400

MAINE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
51 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333
207-624-6050

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION
One Ashburton Place, Room 601

Boston, MA 02108-1599

617-994-6000

RHODE ISLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
180 Westminster Street, 3" floor

Providence, RI 02903-3768

401-222-2661/62

VERMONT HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

able on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain about discrimi-
nation call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development
“HUD" tolHfree at 1-800-669-
9777. For the N.E. area, call HUD
at 617-565-5308. The foll free
number for the hearing impaired
is 1800:927.9275.

135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301
802-828-2480

2 Chenell Drive
Concord, NH 03301-9053
603-271-2767

200 Orange Street, Room 402
New Haven, CT 06510
203-946-8160/8165

NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMISSION FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

NEW HAVEN COMMISSION ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

=

NAME: Martha Ware

FIGHTING GLOBALWARMING BY: Using ENERGY STAR”™
qualified products, including lighting, a programm

thermostat, a furnace, and new insulation.

ANNUAL SAVINGS: $1,150 | 11,000 kWh | 12,000 Ibs. Cf

LEGAL NOTICE
ZONING HEARING

The Zoning Commission
of the City of Boston
hereby gives notice, in
accordance with Chapter
665 of the Acts of 1956,
as amended, that a
public hearing will be
held on March 27, 2019,
at 9:00 AM, in Room
900, Boston City Hall,
in connection with Map
Amendment Application
No. 716 and a pefition
for the approval of the
Development Plan for
Planned Development
Area No. 120, 144
Addison Street, East
Boston (“Development
Plan”), filed by the
Boston Redevelopment
Authority d/b/a Boston
Planning & Development
Agency.
Said map omendment
would amend “Map
3A/38, East Boston
Neighborhood District,”
“Map 3C, East Boston

|

ree 1 (888) 8 PUEBLO.

THINK OF IT AS
AN OWNER’S
MANUAL FOR
YOUR MONEY.

mo:
ney. For your free copy, order online at
erAction.gov; write to Handbook, Pueblo, CO 81009; or

vice message from the U.S. General | Services Administration

K

Neighborhood District,” 5 PM any day except with an opportunity to turally deficient with TIV 857-368-0603,
and by adding the des-  Saturdays, Sundays, and  become fully acquainted ~ many of its components  Fax 857-368-0602 or
ignation “D,” indicating legal holidays. with the construction in severely deteriorated by email at MassDOT.
a Planned Development  For the Commission, phase of the Chelsea Via-  condition. The structure  CivilRights@dot state.
Area (“PDA") overlay Jeffrey M. Hampton duct Project, set fo being  carries approximately ma.us.
district to approximately  Executive Secretary construction in spring 63,000 vehicles per day 3/13/19
143,139 square feet of 3/13/19  2019. The meefing will including MBTA routes EB
land (approximately 3.3 EB  focus on the construction 426 and 428. The
acres) located at 144 phasing and project construction work will
Addison Street, East Bos- timeline. MassDOTwill ~ repair the supports of LEGAL NOTICE
ton. Said Development LEGAL NOTICE  present and address the viaduct and replace NOTICE
Plan would allow for The Massachusetts specific comments from ~ the structure’s roadway ~ The Massachusetts State
approximately two hun- Department of residents, community deck. Lottery Commission will
dred thirty (230) new Transportation groups, and the City's To be added to the offer a KENO monitor to
housing units in the (2) ~ Invites you to a government. The project email list, please  display the game to duly
connected four (4)- to Public Information meeting will also provide visit www.mass.gov/ qualified existing KENO
five (5) story buildings ~ Meefing an overview of 2019 tobin-bridge-repair-proj-  To Go agents, as listed
with approximately for the construction on the ect or www.mass.gov/ below:
one hundred sixty-four ~ Tobin Bridge/Chelsea adjoining Tobin Bridge chelsearoute-1-via- Meridian Corner Market
(164) structured vehicle ~ Curves Rehabilitation rehabilitation and ways ~ duct-rehabilitation-proj- 357 Meridian St.
parking spaces and Project in which MassDOT is ect. The Chelsea City East Boston, MA
approximately five (5) ~ Wednesday, March 13th,  coordinafing these two Hall is ADA accessible. Written objection hereto,
surface vehicle parking 2019 projects. Spanish interpretation by LOCAL LICENSING
spaces. 6:00 — 8:00 PM The Chelsea Viaduct car- ~ will be made available AUTHORITY, must be
A copy of the petition, Chelsea City Hall ries Route 1 north and at this public meeting. received by Gregory
a map of the area City Council Chamber southbound over Chelsea  To request access or Polin, General Counsel,
involved and the De- 500 Broadway, Chelsea,  between County Road language accommeo- Massachusetts State
velopment Plan maybe ~ MA and the Tobin Bridge. dations in languages Lottery Commission, 150
viewed at the office of The purpose of this pub-  The viaduct was con- other than Spanish, Mount Vernon Street,
the Zoning Commission, lic meefing is fo provide ~  structed between 1956 please contact MassDOT's ~ Dorchester, MA 02150
Room 952, Boston Gty residents of Chelsea and ~ and 1957 and, while director of Civil Rights 3/13/19
Hall, between 9 AMand ~ adjoining communities safe fo traverse, is strue- ~ at 857-368-8580, TTD/ EB
Real Estate Transfers
BUYER 1 SELLER 1 ADDRESS PRICE
Elk Eastie 135 LLC LIG Realty LLC 135 Chelsea St $983,500
Leid-Daou, Margarita A 213 East Eagle LLC 213 E Eagle St #6 $635,000
Graves, Pallavi 75 Eutaw Street LLC 75 Eutaw St #2 $500,000
Emma, Christopher M 75 Eutaw Street LLC 75 Eutaw St #3 $523,000
Mcwade, Patricia A 64 Frankfort Street LLC 64 Frankfort St #6 $440,000
EB White Diamond i LLC ~ Scafe Concetta Est 44 Morris St $685,000
DCD Shelby LLC Albaro Carmela C Est 6 Shelby St $690,000
Sirva Relocation Credit Pacios, Stephen 502 Sumner St #3 $524,050
Malik, Hasnain A Sirva Relocation Credit 502 Sumner St #3 $540,000
138 Trenton Street RT Reyes, Rigoberto 138 Trenton St $720,000
85 Webster Street LLC Falanga, Amelia A 85 Webster St $660,000
4
tony s

EAST BOSTON
PROFESSIONAL
RVICE DIRECTORY B

37 MAVERICK SQUARE ® EAST BOSTON ® 617/561-4495

Contracting

g R.SASSO & SONS

ASPHALT PAVING - CONSTRUCTION | |

< Curb Cuts < Landscaping < Water Lines < Excavation
< Concrete Foundations - Retaining Walls < Stone Delivery
~- Bohcat Service < Concrete < Seal Coat<- Sewer Lines < Free Fill

BOB 781-284-6311 Fanily Operated
617-A-S-P-H-A-L-T Since 1963

Construction
’/‘\ 978-852-5643
www.dandrbuildersinc.com

\__D&R Builders

Finish Work Is Our Specialty
New Construction * Additions *Design
Vinyl Siding * Kitchen/ Bath Remodels

Licensed & Insured * FREE ESTIMATE

%omim’a

/ “No Job Too Small"
Petrosino/ Prompt Service

Call 781-485-0588
to Advertise with us

Asphalt/Paving Cleaning Services

Home Improvement

Electrician s™vBusiness - Handyman
s it 2 617569:6528 « Windows
- Painting
 Decks

781-307-0947

TRITTO

CONTRACTING
Building, Remodeling,
Kitchens, Baths, Decks,

Additions, Roofing,
Siding, Home Repairs
Mark Tritto
(617) 401-6539
W @trittobuilds [@

We accept all
major credit card

LICENSED & INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES

Repair

’ HOME ‘
REPAIR?

Call AL COY
617-539-0489

Masonry &
Chimney Pointing,
Carpentry & Odd Jobs

We Clean

& Repair
Gutters

2 col. x1 inch
$120.00 for
3 Months

($10.00 per week)

2 col. x1 inch
$120.00 for
3 Months

($10.00 per week)

BOOK
NOW
AND
SAVE

Always the Best Value

Roofing & Siding
by V.S.R.

“Our goal is to provide our customers with
the highest quality material and

professional installations in the business.”
-]J.B.

*Custom Porches & Decks
Windows e Gutterse Commercial

Flat & Rubber Roofs

Free Estimates
781-520-1699

Licensed & Insured eGeneral Contractor

WINTER
SPECIALS

JOHN]J.
!( RECCI{ \'!

PAINTING

Interior/Exterior
Commercial/Residential

%0
Nick
D’Agostino
Professional
Painter

Cell:
617-270-3178

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

AUGUSTA
PLASTERING

Interior/Exterior
* Blueboard ¢ Plastering

Jim 617-567-5927
Free Estimates
978-777-6611

1 col. x
1 inch
$60.00

Roof
Repair

SONNY’S
IMMEDIATE
ROOF REPAIR
SERVICES

Residential
Patch Work | Shingles
Chimney Repair

New
Roofs Installed

781-248-8297

santinosroofing33
@gmail.com

Licensed + Insured

.. I
CONTRACTING

Building & Remodeling

Kitchen < Bathroom
Additions <> Porches
Replacement windows
Garages < Decks
Siding - All Types
LUIGI:
(617) 846-0142
FREE ESTIMATES

... LICENSED ...
INSURED

Handyman

HANDYMAN

Painfing | Landscaping
Yard Cleaning
Call 561-352-0749

Servicing Revere & Local
Areas

YOUR

AD
HERE

Shoveling

1 col. x
1 inch
$60.00

Painting -~<[Landcaping

Fully Insured
Quality Work
scaping Reasonable Rates
G OVernors Free Estimates
Garden reccapainting@hotmal.com
Landscaping | | 781-241-2454
Fall Clean
Ups « Mulching
617-872-4831

Black

Advertise in the East Boston Times

Business Directory!

Call 781-485-0588 x 110 or email: kbright@reverejournal.com

_|
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Welch received a well deserved standing
ovation from the community, Massport of-
ficials and Eastie’s elected officials during
the ceremonial ribbon cutting on the Gre-
enway Connector that now stretches from
Piers Park to Constitution Beach.

Welch, who has long fought Logan Air-
port expansion, spent the last three decades
pressuring Massport for more mitigation for
the community having to play host to Logan
and all the negative impacts that came with
1t.

Welch said at the time the new Green-
way Connector and the scenic vista at the
Wood Island Bay Marsh revives memories
of Wood Island Park, which was taken in
the 1960s by Massport to expand Logan’s
runways. A battle she was a part of and
sparked a life of ensuring expansion would
not creep any further into the neighborhood.
The idea of creating a buffer was born in
response to then Gov. Ed King’s vision to
turn Jeffries Point into an industrial adjunct
to the airport and create a “Berlin Wall” that
would cut Eastie in half.

“Those memories were the inspiration
for East Boston residents to work so long
and so hard to create this linear park sys-
tem,” said Welch at the ceremony. “More
than 20 years ago a group of activists pro-
posed a buffer between the airport and com-
munity at a time when Massport was less
friendly to its neighbors in East Boston.
They plotted and planned to create a green-
way park system.”

Welch was also proud of the Eastie resi-
dents who fought hard to build a communi-
ty against forces trying to destroy it. It was
in the last house at the end of Lamson Court
in the late Anna DeFranco’s kitchen where
residents like Welch gathered and planned
for the historic and successful demonstra-
tion against the Port Authority on Maverick
Street. The women became known as the
‘Maverick Street Mothers’ and successfully
stopped the constant flow of construction
trucks accessing Logan via Maverick Street
for one of the airport’s expansion projects.
The group blocked Maverick Street with
their young children in tow until a compro-
mise was reached and the trucks would use
another route to the airport.

“That event started a movement in which
East Boston residents took a strong posi-
tion against institutional expansion and for
growth and sustainability of our East Bos-
ton community,” said Welch of the momen-
tous event.

However, her activism did not stop at
greenspace in Eastie and even though her
fingerprints are on parks like Piers Park, the
Golden Stairs Terrace, the Bremen Street
Park and the Greenway she also dedicated
her life to social and environmental justice.

Welch was a second-grade school teach-
er at the Hugh O’Donnell School for 47
years prior to her retirement and was pres-
ent at Martin Luther King’s famous march
on Washington in 1963.

It was her experience during that turbu-
lent time that instilled a duty to social jus-
tice.

When she saw the wave of immigration
coming into Eastie from Vietnam after the
war in the 1970s she helped form the Neigh-
borhood of Affordable Housing (NOAH) to
protect the housing rights of countless fam-
ilies being taken advantage of by absentee
landlords. She served as NOAH’s president
for nearly two decades and was a tireless
advocate for affordable housing for resi-
dents both old and new.

Welch also brought these important so-
cial causes to the attention of her second
graders and sparked future generations of
activists.

Each fall she’d write two important
things on the blackboard for her new stu-
dents--her name and Massport’s Noise
Complaint Hotline phone number.

In 1984 she received press for a project
she did with her second-graders for Oxfam.
During the height of the famine in Ethiopia
she taught her students about the importance
of helping others with so little. By teaching

Mary Ellen Welch speaks during the
groundbreaking for the Logan Hyatt Ho-
tel. The placement of the hotel ensured
the future Runway 14/32 would be a
unidirectional runway.

about the famine her students were inspired
to give up buying their favorite candy each
day and instead send the money to Oxfam
to help feed the children in Ethiopia.

Welch was instrumental in the 1980s to
push the Dukakis-era Massport Board to
place the Hyatt Hotel at the end of the pro-
posed Runway 14/32. There was an injunc-
tion on the runway at the time and activists
like Welch worried if the injunction was
ever lifted a multidirectional runway would
have aircraft landing and taking off over
Jefferies Point to the detriment of residents.

The solution Welch and others proposed
was to build a tall hotel at the end of the
proposed runway. When the injunction was
lifted on 14/32 in the early 2000s it was a
wind restricted, unidirectional runway. The
hotel ensured all future landings and take-
offs from 14/32 would occur over the water
and not over the neighborhood.

A constant presence at neighborhood
meetings and former chair of the Jeffries
Point Neighborhood Association for many
years, Welch was not afraid to speak her
mind whether it was to a governor, a may-
or, a local elected official, developers or the
Massport brass. She was always armed with
facts and studies to drive her point home
and give those seeking approval pause--
knowing full well they needed to first miti-
gate their impacts on Eastie before proceed-
ing with any proposal.

A prolific writer of letters, Welch, armed
with a pen and piece of paper at her table
inside her third-floor apartment on Webster
Street would string together beautiful prose
urging senators, congressman, mayors and
other local power brokers on what should
be done to protect the health and well being
of the neighborhood. And most listened.

In fact, her home became a destination
for many seeking advice and guidance on
issues and how to proceed with balancing
their needs with the needs of the communi-
ty. She was also a mentor to countless elect-
ed officials who sought her wisdom and be-
come educated on the most pressing issues
in the neighborhood.

In one of her greatest achievements,
Welch pushed the FAA and Massport for the
window soundproofing program in homes,
schools and public buildings under flight
paths in Eastie to help protect the hearing
of thousands of children and adults in the
neighborhood.

But one of things that set Welch apart,
especially in this day and age of partisan di-
vide, Welch had the uncanny ability to dis-
agree with people on an issue but her pas-
sion never came from bitterness or hatred,
but from her own personal conviction.

Known as one of the warmest people in
Eastie, Welch could argue her point home
in front of a crowd and go up one side and
down the other of someone she disagreed
with--but at the end of the day many of those
same people she counted as dear friends.

This is a lesson we could all learn from
because Welch never made any fight per-
sonal and could break bread with her tough-
est adversary at the end of the day.

Her fight was for Eastie, for what was

right and just and what would

best benefit the neighborhood she
loved unselfishly.

Mary Ellen Welch, third
from left, with other East
Boston activists sometime
in the 1980s.

In 2014 Mary Ellen
Welch receives a
standing ovation
from residents
and elected offi-
cials for her half
century of work in
the community.

Mary

By Chris Marchi

It is with hearts heavy with
sorrow, but also also swollen
with pride and gratitude that we
remember Mary. A constant in
community  environmentalism
and airport activism for over 50
years, she was the founder, the
leader, the mentor, and the friend
that resident activists from all
over East Boston have always
needed throughout our very diffi-
cult journey with Massport.

At AIR, Inc., Mary practiced
her unique brand of activism with
kindness, diplomacy, logic, com-
passion, and many hundreds of
trays of homemade brownies and
cookies for over 35 years. For
this, she won the adulation and
respect of her neighbors, of our
community’s political represen-
tatives, of local, state and nation-
al institutions, and even of her
counterparts at Massport.

Taking stock of Mary Ellen
Welch’s  accomplishments be-
yond the personal impact she had
on the lives of so many people is
challenging due to the volume of
her successes. It should be said
also that Mary was the most hum-
ble person imaginable and that
she would demand that others be
credited. But without Mary EI-
len, there would not have been
a Maverick Street Mother’s pro-
test which was the true beginning
of Environmental Justice and
marked the opening salvo and
first victory in Boston’s residents’
famed transportation justice
struggles with the Federal High-
way Program. Without Mary,
community activists would nev-
er have organized the prolonged,
concerted effort needed to sign
the Bird Island Flats Agreement,
which marked the first time an
airport created a public open
space as environmental mitiga-
tion for airport impacts. Without
Mary’s constant support, strategy
and organizing, the First Com-
munity Agreement which gave
the World the first airport sound-
proofing program, and gave East
Boston the Edge Buffer Parks
that became significant portions
of the East Boston Greenway, and
created the East Boston Founda-
tion which has distributed over $5
million in funding to local groups
which work to offset the nega-
tive environmental and health
impacts of Logan Airport would
not have been possible. Mary was
a driving force behind the Logan
Airport Health Study, which fi-
nally provided for the first time
concrete evidence of the negative
health impacts of Logan Airport.

More recently, Mary Ellen
guided AIR, Inc. Health Initia-
tive, which brought leading sci-
entists from across the World to
Boston, to an Airport Health Fo-
rum in 2016 to present the latest
research on what exposure to air-
port noise and air pollution can do
to human health. The educational
videos produced at this event are
a resource which can be used by
people in East Boston, and across
the United States. Mary was in-
strumental in creating Destina-
tion: East Boston, a documentary
film which teaches the history of
airport activism in East Boston
to inspire more people to join in
transportation policy and airport
advocacy efforts.

While her patience, voice,
laughter, passion and guidance
will be missed, her work for the
dignity of this community contin-
ues. The next steps toward a bet-
ter, safer, fairer community hap-
pen on the second Wednesday of
the month at the DeFronzo Center
at 395 Maverick St., at 6:30 p.m.
AIR, Inc. meetings are a place
where all are welcomed and sup-
ported. Join your neighbors, as
we develop, discuss, and think
through the innovative ARIS-
ense Project which is creating the
World’s first real-time networked
air quality monitoring system to
provide local residents with the
information they need about cur-
rent air pollution levels, and the
exciting Breathe Easy Project,
which will pilot the next wave of
airport mitigation by installing air
filtration devices in a local grade

school.

Her notes

By Steve Holt

Many of us in East Boston re-
ceived them from time to time,
whether we’d grown up here or
were recent transplants. MaryEl-

Mary ELLEN WELCH REMEMBERED

len didn’t care about longevity or
neighborhood “cred”; she merely
wanted to support and encourage
those who were trying to improve
their little corners of the block,
neighborhood, city, world. So she
took out her pen, or (more rarely)
signed into her email, and wrote.

Sometimes the notes were
dense with policy and history.
Other times, they were of the en-
couraging, keep-on-keeping-on
variety: like this note and check
she sent me when I was training
/ fundraising to run the Boston
Marathon for United South End
Settlements in 2017. I remember
and kept several notes and emails
of encouragement from Mary-
Ellen during our two-year fight
to keep our neighborhood casi-
no-free. These notes always cast
current struggles in light of those
she and others faced decades ago.
But they were always so positive
and full of neighborly love.

She’d always mention how
much she wanted to be there with
us, on the front lines of a visibil-
ity or front row of an educational
event--like she was for basically
every activist fight in Eastie over
the last half century. But in these
final, slightly less mobile years,
MaryEllen contributed where she
could, how she could, usually
with a handwritten note. East-
ie has lost a lioness. She will be
missed.

Her legacy will be

remembered

By Matt Cameron

Our neighbor Mary Ellen
Welch was a lifetime champion
of environmental, social, racial,
economic, and immigrant jus-
tice--a true model of what a life
of service in action looks like.
Today we join many thousands of
mourners throughout East Boston
and beyond in grieving this loss
and honoring a legacy which will
be remembered for generations to
come.

Mary Ellen was a fourth-gen-
eration East Bostonian who stood
for racial equality, civil rights,
and equal justice under the law
for all at a time when these opin-
ions were far more controversial
than we can ever imagine today.
She worked tirelessly for her en-
tire life to hold Massport account-
able for Logan’s responsibilities
to our community (her family,
as she liked to say, lived in East
Boston “before the invention of
the airplane”) at a time when they
were at the height of their pow-
er. She served on the board of the
Jeffries Point Neighborhood As-
sociation at a time when housing
injustice was coming into focus
as the single greatest threat to
the integrity and diversity of East
Boston. And she continued up to
her final days to give her blessing
and full support to progressive
candidates (most especially our
inimitable city councilor Lydia
Edwards) and causes, even at a
time when she was no longer able
to comfortably leave her Webster
Street home.

Stories are pouring out now
from around East Boston from so
many of us who received thought-
ful letters, cards, emails, and calls
of support from Mary Ellen over
the years. In one particularly
touching recent note to me, she
shared her thoughts on the im-
portance of Eastie’s immigrant
history and the diversity which
has always made our community
so unique while expressing her
support for refugees and undocu-
mented families. I was touched as
always by the elegance and mor-
al clarity of her words, and the
genuine humanity which came
through in everything she did.

The Golden Stairs Immigra-
tion Center is in a very real way
a product of Mary Ellen’s work.
Her activism and community
spirit directly inspired and drove
the causes which got us involved
in community organizing in East
Boston, and she daily provided
an outstanding example of how
much good one committed indi-
vidual can do.

In a characteristically modest
final request, Mary Ellen asked
that no memorial or funeral ser-
vice be held for her. But of course
a life like this one could never be
forgotten by anyone she touched,
even in the smallest ways, and her
memory will live on in our com-
munity’s parks, schools, neigh-
borhood groups, and so many
other places.

It is now on all of so many of
us who were inspired by her life
and activism to lift up her name
and memory in the spirit of jus-
tice, humility, and unshakable
commitment to community ser-
vice which defined a life so hon-
orably lived.

Remembering Mary Ellen

Welch

By Phil Giffee

It is with pronounced grief
we have to convey these words,
which are almost impossible to
write, let alone say aloud: Mary
Ellen Welch, NOAH’s soul and
backbone, former President of
18 years, and the North Star for
justice, fairness, equity and com-
passion in East Boston for 50 plus
years, has passed away (March
7) after a series of challenging
health issues. We last heard her
firm and directed voice at NO-
AH’s Board meeting just over a
week ago. We were so glad that
she could participate by calling
in again in January and Febru-
ary after a too-long absence. One
would never know, nor would she
ever inform or lament, that her
body was so confined she could
barely move. But none of those
limitations came over in her still
vibrant voice.

We express our deepest sympa-
thies to her treasured sister and
brother, Eleanor and Jack, to her
cherished nephews, to the Mar-
chi, Cave, Madaro and Lynds’
families, who loved her more
than one can imagine and whose
hearts are broken, we know. And
we know she loved you back with
a loyalty, devotion and fidelity
only a ‘mother’ could communi-
cate.

For those of us who were for-
tunate enough to know Mary
Ellen (or try to know her), or be
involved in community causes
of one kind or another alongside
her, to have been touched by her
immense strength, vision, passion
for justice and equality, her cour-
age, relentlessness and her twin-
ning of wisdom and compassion,
we will miss her beyond measure.
She led the way, but she had our
back. She was as stubborn as they
come, but justice and equitable
solutions can demand an intensi-
ty that is hard for most of us to
hold. Most of us can’t come close
to her reach, but we do try, we do.
We have to. She taught us to try.
She encouraged us. She defend-
ed us. She pushed us. But she
also allowed us to lead and I am
personally grateful and deeply in-
debted to her far more than I can
too poorly convey here.

East Boston has grown per-
sonalities scattered across the
spectrum who have been touched
and affected, nee ‘handled’ and
‘stroked’ by her. People know
she did! She was a Master. Ev-
eryone called her. You had to, but
you wanted to! She was our con-
science. She knew it, you knew it.
But consciences do not act. Peo-
ple take action. And she wanted
action, solutions, equity for East
Boston, Justice for people. And
she wrote to everyone — Gover-
nors, Mayors, officials, friends,
foes, allies, ministers, mothers,
fathers, kids, probably Popes and
Presidents as well. No one too
big, no soul too little. She pushed
her points and encouraged her
opinions/objectives tickling our
egos almost embarrassingly so
sometimes, but she did it not for
personal gain or attachment, but
to encourage a path or solution or
a cause in which she believed.

As previously stated, Mary be-
lieved in more than causes, she
fiercely and lovingly believed in
people, which is why there is,
and will continue to be, so much
grieving over her departing. She
would have none of this of course.
No fussing over Mary would be
tolerated or accepted by her at
any time! We can hear her now
saying, “Hey, stop this blabbing.
Get back to work. Do something
useful.” “But Mary,” we will say,
“It’s our turn now. Listen up!. It’s
good for us. We have to do this or
we’ll bust!” She’d silently scowl,
raise her regal chin, look us in the
eye, let the silence drag painfully
on and then say something like,
“Ok, two minutes.”

So....Ok everyone! Cry it out,
maybe hug somebody... Your two
minutes are up. Get back to work.
Get back to the struggle. Get back
to the living.

“Is that ok, Mary?”
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